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V4 CONTROLLED CASE q

NAME GRADE SERIAL NO.

SPOTTS, ELVIS N. WIPER MM Z-3% 396

DO NOT TAKE ANY ACTION ON THIS CASE OR RELEASE INFORMATION FROM THIS FILE WITHOUT THE CONCURRENCE OF:

; FLAGGED BY (Initials)
(‘.i’l LIAISON OFFICE, MEMORIAL DIVISION

FLAGGED BY (Initials)

3 IDENTIFICATION BRANCH, MEMORIAL DIVISION

UNKNOWN NON=-RECOVERABLE CASE NO. A-Z CARD FLAGGED BY 333 CARD FLAGGED BY

X -
208~

IMPORTANT

THIS FORM MUST BE MAINTAINED ON TOP OF 293 FILE AT ALL TIMES UNTIL CANCELLED BY MEMORIAL DIVISION.
ONLY THE "CONGRESSIONAL TOPPER", OQMG FORM 391, MAY BE PLACED OVER THIS FORM.

OQMG FORM
5%% 48 1900 48 7188
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NON-RECOVERABLE REMAINS REEXAMINATION OF RECORDS

AREA OF DEATH i ; PR CASE NUMBER
Pacific, vic of Tarawa, Gilbert Is. 14208
NAWE (Lamt,) Firat, Middle Initial) RANK SERIAL NUMBER
N & ¥ wre
7|2 Spotts, Elvis N. Wiper 2-394 396
RCUNSTANCES OF DEATH WERE SUCH THAT: (Check
&

appropriate box) ——

[ ,THE REMAINS OF THE DECEDENT CO

IN THE COURSE OF THIS REEXAMINAT ION IT HAS BE DETERIJJED"THAI(IHE~C|
/
J

ULD NOT HAVE BEEN RECOVERED

EZf;/THE REMAINS OF THE DECEDENT COULD HAVE BEEN RECOVERED. HOWEVER, AFTER REVIEW OF THE FOLLOWING IT HAS
BEEN DETERMINED THAT EVIDENCE DOES NOT EXIST TO CONTRADICT A FINDING OF NON—-RECOVERABILITY:
INITIALS AQF ANALYST

1. 293 FILE OF DECEDENT Q.
vy
£

w4

2 GEOGRAPH ICAL CLUE INDEX FILE OF UNKNOWNS RECOVERED FROM APPROPRIATE AREA,
*  COMPARED WITH DECEDENT (9

3, OTHER DOCUMENTS OR SOURCES

REMARKS

Subject Decedent was a member of the U. S. Merchant Marines

NAN ,,
File i
g MAR 2 1951
S P e
S| —
- L
Identification Branch
RECOMMEND APPROVAL APPROVED DATE
NAME OF CASE ANALYST CASE REVIEWER, FINAL DETERMINA- | CHIEWy FINAL DET NATION (SEC-
( \ TION SECTION TION w‘_
éé \‘}ud/élikj ;55;2§§§§: ane 2 \S&S\
‘ 1stLt., @@ |WR°
Army-Fort Lee, Va.-5202-11-29-50-20M

0QMG FORM | QK7

22 SEP 50
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5 i NUMBER b
14208 (1) {
NON-RECOVERABLE CASE ARER OR ZONE(S) =
RECORD OF REVIEW AND APPROVAL
Pacific
NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) RANK SERIAL NUMBER
Spotts, Elvis N. Wiper 7-394 396

THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW ‘HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND THE FINDINGS OF NON-RECOVERABILITY OF
THE REMAINS OF THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S) ARE APPROVED. (Corrections in name, rank, and/or serial number have

been effected when appropriate.)

Individual Case

IN THE COURSE OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING SOURCES OF INFORMATION HAVE BEEN EXAMINED FOR ADDITIONAL CLUES. COPIES
OF ANY DOCUMENTS BELIEVED MATERIAL TO THE CASE ARE ATTACHED FOLLOWING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW.

INITIALS OF ANALYST (CROSS OUT THOSE NOT APPLICABLE) [INITIALS OF ANALYST
a.XREPRRIX RECOEATRIX

1. 293 FILE OF SUBJECT(S) ) s

A — Z FILE OF KNOWN INTERMENTS IN GEOGRAPHICAL CLUE
3. U.S. MILITARY CEMETERIES, |SOLATED 4. INDEX FILE OF UNKNOWNS RECOVERED

LOCAT IONS, AND SEA BURIALS W FROM APPROPRIATE AREA M/l/

ALPHABET ICAL INDEX OF "BELIEVED 3
5. TO BE" AND TENTAT IVELY IDENT IF IED ALPHABETICALF ILE SF FORMER UK

6
UNKNOWNS WI/ KNOWNS NOW IDENT IFIED W

7. OTHER DOCUMENTS OR SOURCES

7a. Certificate of Death E//’

THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY AS PRESENTED IN THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE
FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW, WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS:

- ¢
= BT
- (3343
i gicabd
1383¢
NAME OF CASE ANALYST =~ .
e iye,,,, sl Py CASE To BE FORWARDED To Repatriation Branch, Correspondence Sec.
A. Kennedy/cwt FOR CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFICATION TO. INTERESTED PARTIES.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL APPROVED DATE

CASE REVIEWER, FINAL DETERMINA- [ CHIEF, FINAL DETERMINATION SEC- |CHIEF, IDENTIFICATION BRANCH v 47
| \ A v 5

= I8 Qg

W. A.

TIONW =
o

49 9635

0gMa FoRu 19|68

REV 5 MAY 49
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Spotts, Elvis N,

STATEMENT OF INVESTIGATION

1. This case pertains to the nonrecoverability of the remains
of Merchant Marine, Elvis N. Spotts, Z-394 396 reported as accidental-
ly electrocuted on 22 February 1944 while serving aboard the SS Cape
Isabel in the vicinity of Tarawa, Gilbert Islands.

2. Available information indicates that the remains of the dece-
dent were removed from the SS Cape Isabel on the evening of 22 February
1944. On the morning of 23 February 1944 at 11:00 A.M., funeral services
were held with Military honors. Burial was in the US Marine Cemetery,
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands. A white cross was to be erected over his grave.
The next of kin were notified, "that subject decedent had been interred
in a temporary cemetery established at Tarawa. This information has
not been verified by an official burial report."

3, Members of the 604th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company
investigated cases on Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands in Februmary 1948
and a Second Search Expedition reinvestigated this area during March
1949 but no remains were recovered which could be associated with the
decedent. Records indicate that the plot and grave nambers were not
recorded for this temporary cemetery. The graves were marked with white
crosses, Which would imply that identification was lost by the moving of
the crosses. All efforts to obtain a tooth chart for this decedent
have been futile.

4. The AGRS search and recovery teams have made every effort to
correlate this case with records pertaining to unknown deceased interred
in US Military Cemeteries and reported isolated burials. The results
have been negative. No information has been found to indicate that the
remains of the decedent have been recovered or buried.

- r 4
- . 7 ’ ,&,,M,Lul,{;'

A. Kennedy ¢
Analyst
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. - RESTRICTED . :
s

HEADQUARTERS
AMFRICAN GRAVES REGLSTRATION SERVICE
(PACIFIC ZONE)
4PO 948
\

BOARD PROCEEDINGS)
NUMBER 2789)
PROCEEDTNGS OF BOARD OF REVIEL

1. The Board of Review convsned on 19 Juiy 1950 pursusnt to paw oh,
Special Orcers '/, l'eadquerirrs, United States army, Facilic, LPO 933,
dated 27 April iS50 as amended. (Exhibit 4)

2. Summary

a. Personnel Involved (AGRS-PAZ Case No. 6~720)

_SPOTTS, Elvis N,  Wiper  2-394306 MH__

%, Thile serving aboard the SS CAPE ISABEL in the vicinity cf
Terawa, Giibert iclends the ahove decedent wns electrocuted waile clneing
ths boiler rocm door or 22 February 19i4. No further iaformailon is
avaitatle. (F¥nibit B

s, Although Torm 371 for subject decedent indicates that he was
intarrac in “he U. S. Marine Cemetery, Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, records of
this Heedguarters do not show that subject remains have heen recoverat.

d. Memhers of the 604th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company
jnvestigeted cescs on Tarawa Atoll, Gilbtert Tslands on 1 February 1948 and

the Secord Searcih Expedition reinvestigated *his area ¢aring March 1949 ‘wt
no information corncerning this case was obtained.

e Sublenkis Fowm 371 has been compared by the Idantifization
Branch, AG1S-PAZ with all unknown rem3irs from the Gilbert Islands area, with
negavive reeuits,

3. Firdings

AfLer eareful consideration of all the facts involved, the Boerd
unanimougly r3so’ved that suhject decedent ba daclared norn-racoveratle.

2 Fxnibits
4 99 79, Hy USA, Pacific,
-~ AP0 358, /30 126 (Extract)
B form 3717

~3

0 Bnis Eof s . Szl
— \0 & “/é)ﬂ/z/v_. 7 A C-Z{?E c’}j’”réez;{,

CHESTER H. ELMES H\RRTE E, TOXTR_, STANL 4
Snionel QI L% Colonel QMU Sert [/ QW [
Presiceat Merher Recorcer

4 RESTRICTED
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY, PACIFIC
APO 958

Special Orders) 27 April 1950
No. 79)
EXTRAGQGCT

I *

6. Pursuant to auth contained in ltr TAGO file AGAO 293.9 (27 Mar L7)
D-M Subj "Establishment of Boards of Review for Identification of Unknown
Dead Overseas" dtd 9 Apr 47 a Board of Review is aptd to meet at the call
of the senior member thereof for the purpose of:

a. Reviewing and acting upon all cases pertaining to the identity
of unknown remains referred to the Board by Zone Hgq AGRS.

b. Reviewing and determining, in all cases, from evidence presented,
the non-recoverability of remains referred to the Board by Zone Hgq AGRS.

Detaill for the Board

LT COL HARRIE E HOXIE 0225642 QMC
MAJ STEWART W ABEL 0290592 QMC
CAPT STANLEY E MAY 01577536 QMC

I sz v se
o s w I

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL AURAND:

OFFICIAL: ROBERT N. YOUNG
Colonel, GSC
Chief of Staff
/s/t/ L. S. SMITH
Colonel, AGD
Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
NE N

AN EXTRACT COPY:

i < /.

T. L. EASTMOND
Major, AGD
Asst Adj Gen
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@

HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY, PACIFIC
APO 958

17 July 1950

Special Orders)
No. 129)
T A I - S TR O

*

10, Para 6 SO 79 this Hq cs which apt members of Board of Review for
Identification of Unknown-Dead Overseas is amended to add COL CHESTER H

ELMES 011365 QMC this Hq (QM Div).

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL AURAND:

RCBERT N. YOUNG
Colonel, GSC
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

/ Jack Stone

t/ JACK STCNE

It Col, AGD
Adjutant General

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

T. L. EASTVCND
Major, AGD
Asst Adj Gen
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»

D’A ON REMAINS NOT YET RECO‘ED OR IDENTIFIED

NAME (Last, FPirat, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL NUMBER
Spotts, Elvis N. Wiper Z=394396
ORGAN| ZATION RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL NUMBER

(If Applicable)
SS Cape Isabel White NR
DATE OF DEATH/ M- CAUSE OF DEATH rr‘ucs OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
onrizof:g)o 1944 Electrocuted while closing
boiler room door Tarawa, Gilbert Islands
HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE S1ZE
69n 153 Brown Brown NR
DENTAL CHART
UPPER kIGHT UPPER LEFT
B LigE Lol SRS g 0 0l 0y o W -y e Rl TR e SRR
No dental information availablp from civilian and Marine sources
LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT
[T (N it S £ QR U TR R IR ST R LSRR S T TS Ry (R
X = Extracted O = Cavious 1] = Cavious Non-Restorable
FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTO0S AND/OR B1RTHMARK
None Shown None Shown

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Born: 6 October 1925

Reported interred in U. S. Marine Cemetery, Tarawa,
Gilbert Islands.

NOKs
Mrs. D. W. Spotts, Mother
1705 Iinwood Boulevard
Kansas City, Mo.
o : :
,’Z )-,(’/. / v.f‘/’ / ) 5
OQMG FORM 37| tno ;

23 SEP 46 DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD
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HEADQUARTERS

AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE
(PACIFIC ZONE)

APO 958
In reply refer to: JUL 2 5 1950
gmaoa 293.9 JUI 25 1950 ) 5
743 (sPoTTS, Elvis N. .
““—38N 2-39,39%) ; 17 G A §

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Board Proceedings (2789)

TO: The Quartermaster General
Department of the Army
Washington 25, D. C.
ATTENTION: Memorial Division

Proceedings of a Board of Review with exhibits, on AGRS
(PAZ) Case No. 6=720, concerning the non-recoverability of
Wiper Elvis N. Spotts, Z-394396, MM, are transmitted herewith.

FOR THE CHIEF:

&
NAY

QMC
tive Offider

1 Incl
BP 2789 w/exhibits
atehd to orig (in trip)

RESTRICTED

67
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’ RESTRICTIEDR

HEADQUARTERS
AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE
(PACIFIC ZONE) r I\
APO 958

In reply refer to:

, » RRBOR 293.9 (JUl . 50 9
99% (sports, Elvis N.
SN 2-394396)

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Board Proceedings (2789)

TO: The Quartermaster General
Department of the Army
Washington 25, D. C.
ATTENTION: Memorial Division

Proceedings of a Board of Review with exhibits, on AGRS
(PAZ) Cese No. 6~720, concerning the non-recoverability of
Wiper Elvis N, Spotts, Z-394396, MM, are transmitted herewith,

FOR THE CHIEF:

1 Inel STANLEY E, MAY
BP 2789 w/eshibits Capt QuC
atehd to orig (in trip) Administrative Offiéf‘orgr"

RBESIRICTED
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SUBJECT: Nemrecoversbility of Remains

T0: Commanding Officer

American Graves Registration Service
Pacific Zone

APO 958, ¢/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

1. Reference is made to Froceedings of Board of Officers that
convened at your headquarters and detemmined that the remsins of the
decedent, Spotts, Elvis N., Wiper, Z-394 396, are nonrecoverable.

2. Findings of the Board have been reviewed and approved on the
decedent whose name appears in paragraph 1, above,

3. ‘Ithmmmtmmmofmbuqmrur-pm
ing to the decedent be amended to read REVAINS NONRECOVERABLE.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERALS

woh JOHN M, NEFF
Capt QMC
Hemorial Division
shed:
sy AFO 500

Resol. Sec., Repat Br,
Adm. Unit, Ident Br,
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OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF |!|E ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND PATE siobiz st o S o

2 a 5
FROM— TO— DATE ) MESSAGE

Chief Chief
Tdent Br |Field
Mem Div Serv Div
OQMG oQMG

p 1S During & recent visit by a representative
1950| of this Branch to the Effects Bureaun, Kansas City,
Missouri, the case of Elvis Nelson Spotts, 2 394396,
wes brought to the attention of the DA representative.
ATTN : Mrs. Spotts, mother of the above seaman, who resides
Capt. Kitchen in Kansas City, called Captain zeblocki, Chief of the
Effects Bureay, and requ sted information as %o the status of her son's case, She was
jnformed that |his case was vndefr investigation in Memorisl Division and that a report
of |her call wquld ve forwarded Vo Washington with a request that information pertaining
to (her son be forwarded to her t the earliest possible date,

2. 1% 1is, therefo#e, reqpested that a TWX, substantially as follows, be forwarded
to |the Chief, |Effects Buﬁeau, ATTN: Capt. Zablockis

“Referencl case ffElvis Nelson Spotts, Z 394396, Case currently
under investigation Mémorial Divislon. Upon completion, Mrs. Spotts
will be notified by letter o¢ final disposition of cese.’

1 \ ,/,/“%*7/
| | [ cox HOSP
| \ 74059 7200
| |
\ \
| \
| |
1
\
\i
\ THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—49650-5

—
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ldent Br Fleld 1950 of this Dran\ o th:?‘?meuuw,; Tepresents
Fiem Piv Sery Div Hissouri, the\age o » Aanens City,

als ooMe was brought attz:::ujdm %’:”'t 2 394336,
AT Mrs. Spotts, my
Cept, Kitohen in Xoasas City,' od Ou ’
Rffeots Jurenu, snd requested informetion as to ,,&m‘}:"n;“‘g,z":“,
inforsed that hic case was wnder investigation in) Divist B case, She wag
of her call would be forwarded to Vashington wvith|, on and that a repert
to hor son be forwarded to wum-»u«tpos\l

3, It 1s, therefore, requosted thet a WX, & |
%o the Chlef, TEfoste Buress, ATTH: Capts Zeblonidd 2Hally a5 follove, be Sorsdes

"Reference case of Glvis Solson Spotte .
wder investigation Memorial Divislon, 394596, Case currently

will be notified by letter of final disposity np ' "B HFs. Spotts

o
M D srsr,

KH:tcs
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s @ q
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL THE ARMY
INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET
DUE, HOUR AND DATE
1 2 3 & 5
NO. FROM— TO— DATE MESSAGE
3 [LtCol Browr Chief 2 Jul | SUBJECT: Spotts, Elvis N., Merchant Marine, Z-39L396
Mem Div Ident Br | 51 : ;
Mem Div - Forwarded for your information and/or any action
deemed necessary is report of visit with next of kin
Rec Sec of subject decedent.
Regis Br
Mem Div
3 Inecls BROWN
1. 293 file 73370
2. Nonrec Case No. 14208
e bl L o v - vl deRony L GRETEIAL TrEVEL | L. e e -
L Nonrec Sec | Rec Sec 9 Jul 1. Noted
Tdent Br Regis Br 1951
Mem Div Mem Div 2. Reference is made to IRS, this Branch, dated
2 March 1951,
A\
3 Incls KI EDWARDS
n/e 74059 73472
5 |Maj Lay Col Brown |10 July SUBJECT: Spotts, Elvis N. Merchant Marine 2-394396
Regis Br |Regis Br 51
Mem Div Mem Div 1. Records of this Section have been corrected to

reflect nonrecoverability of the remains of the
decedent.

2. The case is returned for any letters which may be
considered appropriate following Colonel Brown's visit.

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—49650-5

. SRR AP,
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- L

OQMG FoRM 638
SIP- 1946 . . Wl
' orFicF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL @HE ARMY J
INTEROFFICE REFERENCE SHEET
| DUE, HOUR AND DATE
2 . 3 4 5
FROM— TO— DATE MESSAGE
Regis Br|Chief 17 Apr| SUBJECT: Spotts, Elvis N. Merchant Marine Z-394396
Mem Div |Mem Div | 51
1. The above decedent died on board the
SS Cape Isabel, 22 February 1944 following an electric
shock. The file indicates that the remains were buried
in the Marine Memorial Cemetery, Betio Island, Tarawa
Atoll, in a marked grave. This information was furnished
the Next of Kin. The file, however, does not contain a
report of burial. The remains of the decedent have not
been recovered and identified.
2. Graves Registration personnel investigated
the cases on Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands in
February 1948 and again in March 1949 but the remains
could not be recovered. Under date of 2 March 1951,
nonrecoverable board findings were approved in this
Office.
3., The last known addresses of the Next of Kin are:
Mr. David W. Spotts (father) .
1223 Corona Street
Denver, Colorado
Mrs. D. W. Spotts (mother)
1705 Linwood Boulevard
Kansas City 3, Missouri
Le Tt is recommended that an officer from this
Office visit the Next of Kin in this case and explain
the circumstances.
'?\\ p
\ \ Eu ODENWALTER 0
\\ 7 X 73355
A
} . S
Chief |ILt Col |20 Apnm
Mem Div | Brown 51 Approved.
CLEARWATER
55289
\ |
o ; <"/
THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1946—O-708275—1368
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. o
long 191;%,!_:_1:_. view of faet that remains wer
actually buried but identity lost when crosses
were removed from cemetery where buried. NOK
knows of burial so I think a letter of explana-
tion is necessary.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO

QMGMD 293 2 July 1951
Spotts, Elvis N.
(Merchant Marine)

SUBJECT: Report of Official Travel
TO:s Chief, Memorial Division

SECTION I - ITINERARY

1. Place Visited Arrived Departed
Date Hour Date Hour
Kansas City, Missouri 29 Jun 51 0605 29 Jun 51 1530

2. Person Contacted
Mrs. David W. Spotts (Mother)

SECTION II - PURPOSE OF VISIT

To visit next of kin of the late Elvis N. Spotts, Wiper, MM, Z-394396,
to explain the circumstances regarding nonrecoverability of remains. Dece-
dent died aboard the SS Cape Isabel, and was buried in U. S. Marine Cemetery
on Tarawa Atoll, however, the identity has been lost.

SECTION III - OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

I first visited the last known address of the father in Denver, Colo.
The house at the address given was a boarding house and no one there knew
Mr. Spotts. On returning to Washington, I visited the mother in Kansas
City, Mo., and she informed me that she and her husband had moved from
Denver some years ago.

The case was explained to the mother as the father was away from home.
Mrs. Spotts was very appreciative of the visit and accepted the findings.
Her only question was about insurance. She stated that the insurance was
withheld on the grounds that her son's death was not in the line of duty.
I told Mrs. Spotts that this office had nothing to do with such matters.
However, I did show her the photostatic copy of the death report on which
it is shown that death was in the line of duty.

SECTION IV - ACTION

None.

b

vV W. G. JDBNSON

Colonely QMNC
Memorial Division

. I, BROWN, LT. GOL., CJ<
DATE: 0‘2 7/3-&.
{ \
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ACTION CONTROL

DECEDENT (Last name, First, Middle initial) GRADE . SERVICE NO.
) / \ ) —p

P

[REASON FDR CONTROLLING CASE

i

INITIATING PERSON BRANCH AND SECTION DATE

IMPORTANT

THIS FORM MUST BE MAINTAINED OM TOP OF 293 FILE AT ALL TIMES UNTIL CANCELLED BY MEMORIAL DIVISION.

ONLY THE "CONGRESS IONAL TOPPER", OQMG FORM 391, MAY BE PLACED OVER THIS FORM.

O0MG FORM R
12 MAR H1 '93"
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

TO: DATE
PENTAGON LIAISON SECTION, MEMORIAL DIVISION
A2 B S,
FROM (Branch and Section) REQUESTED BY TEL. EXT. ROOM "NO.
ﬂ/ﬁ raY ,/Z%ezfn/s s ‘—\Z_///f/ - SROE |RESH
KME OF/KECEDENT (Last, First, Middle Initial) RANK;A,_(MM V SERIAL NUMBER
S F0f7S, Lxyrs A et Arswe | Z= 324 SFE

INFORMAT 10N REOUI

oot 5> G Fopeants (Die podas wrs )

‘| INFORMATION FURNISHED

/y/l’--bﬂu/a/ W. SPo##s (,2,%7‘7{.@3)
S RA3 Qo;ea/mv S A< e

Denwver, Co L o p-do

Mo Fec — #oF Lrsred

PENTAGON LIAISON SECTION OFFICER (Signature)

gg"ﬁA;OQS 1938 ORIGINAL TO BE FILED IN 293 FILE A25742
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OQMG Form 638

du.g

® o "
Rev 1 Apr 48 OFF OF THE QUARTERMASTER - @ENERAL {E ARMY
INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET
Due, Hour and Date
Ne j From To Date
- %m Det |Repat Br |2 Mar 51 SUBJECT: Nonrecoverable Case No. 14208
Section | Mem Div
Ident Br 1, The following approved nonrecoverable
; case €=} is fare) forwarded for whatever action
g ATTN: is deemed necessary by your office:
3 Corres .
Section Bpotts, Elvis N. Wiper Z=394 396

2, All action necessary to be taken by the
Identification Branch has been completed,

(‘\Q

\ \
(sdel_
Attach FEDWARDS
As Indicated 73472

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U, S. Government Printing Office
16-49650~5
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UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION
! WASHINGTON

~

Operations Department

) L

74 /
’-*”"w~‘4ﬂ—3;;::;artermaster General

War Department
Washington 25, D. C.

Vay 1, 19447

Attention: Colonel J. B. Colson
Memorial Division

tentlemen:

Further reference is made to your letter of larch 27, e
1947, your file QMGMR 293, in which you requested information ,?;7 2
concerning the place of burial of the remains of/Elvis N. SpolisS..
who formerly was employed as a member of the crew O e SS CAPE

SART
ISABEL,

We are enclosing photostatic copy of letter from Lieut.
Commander L. M. Fabian, USNR., Port Captain at Tarawa, addressed
to American-Hawaiian Steamship Company under date of February 23,
194li; copy of letter from the Master of the SS CAPE ISABEL ad-
dressed to Mr, and Mrs. D. W. Spotts, on February 23, 194l; and
copy of certificate of death issued by the Navy Department.

It will be observed from the enclosures that burial of
the remains of this seaman was made in the lMarine Memorial Cemetery,
Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, in a marked grave. Although the plot
and grave numbers are not shown, there apparently should be no dif-

iculty in identifying the grave, since it was marked, However,
should you require more definite information, your Division probably
could obtain the same by communicating with the Navy Department.

Very truly yours,

% ; Act, Director;

Enclosures
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»,

)op-u * aoMdea
n
Ugis,

"

CABLE AND RADIO
ADDRESS

AMHAWALI

. ".

AMERICAN-HAWATIAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY
OPERATING DEPARTMENT

s.s QI 1IN Ivovih ES:
Tarawe, Gilbert Islonds

WRITTEN AT

pate__robruary 23, 104b

(IN REPLY TO OPERATING
DEePT. LETTER, FILE NO.)

SUBJECT
1’ & V'20e e "o opotts,
1223 Corona iite,
senver, Colorado.
; Doar 'Te & Mrne el wmttﬂl ‘
|
It is with profound sadness, cnd with heartfolt sympathy

thet I am writing this lotter to youe Your ton, Nlvis l, Opotts
diod on board this :3hlp&l“obmary a2 19“.6 in the line of duty, ‘
5

apparently from an oleo

i¢ shoalce ing that vno hunano

possible to rovive hinm wan trieds 4 "uootor. Lieuts LeCe Pottor,

Telellelle

was oalled aboard ship, cnd was in attendence for over

a hour without petting any signs of 1life, ~

and

Your ‘ons body was removed from the ship on the evening of
February 22, 1944, by orders of authorities ashore. On the
momiug of fo
wore held with ]
Sorvice by Pronois T, Cookte, Chaplaing Usteliefe Duriel wos in Y
the Uelle larine Cemotory, Terews, Cilbert Islandse / white
oross vill be erccted over his grave by the Chaplaine )

ALl your oa's personcl belongings have been inventoried
paokodnndwmbormmdodtoyouupwmmimnta
United “tetos Vort, A

hr::ﬁ 23, 1944, a8t 11:00 A4Mle, funoral servioes
tary honors and the reading of a Protestunt g

lespeotfully yours,

Ls Ne CARLIGLE
Master
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FD/2-28 OFFICE OF POURT CAPTAIN
ssh Tarawa, G« I. / )
{
&7 i
y 23 February 1944
/},L

From: The Port Captain,

7 R American-Hawaiian ~teamship Company.
subje Blvis N, opotts, .fj_per’ S.S« CAPE ISADEL,

death Ofo
Enclosure: (4) Copy of letter, dated 23 February 194k,

“l'"GC by L.A, J‘MLL-LJ-LN, llaster Se5. CaAFE
m-am—JL relative to above subject.

Enclosure (&) forwarded.

I
.

N

Llvis N, Spotts was buried in the Marine
l.emorial Cemetary, Betio lsland, Tarawa Atoll in a marked
grave,

e

L. i, FABIAN
Lt. Comdr., USliRe
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NMS-Form N L. N
(1940)

To: B drr(gpmm &mw.ve%mn&mt Washington, D. C.
(See Circular Letter R-6, Appendix D, Manusl of the #edical Department, for instructions)

Banlcor rale 0. cotiioted e e e

T 20 e o 175 e S S Yo et S i e S S S (e e

. Nationality Religion

(White—U. 8., Colored, S8amoan, etc.) (Denomination)

Hair Complexion i Weight

State which finger
(Right index preferred)

7. Original admission: Place ...
(Ship or station to which attached when first admitted to sick list)

8. Died: Place ... 8.8, Cape _Isabel
Principal Eleotrle Shogk

Jause of death

10. Death .18 _not

(Is or is not)

11. Disposition of remains

Quz,#{mvif of facts relatx&e o the death:
e employe n cleaning bilges of the S.5. Cape Isabel on

the afternoon of 22 Feb. 1944, this man touched the end of a live drop
cord and immediately collapsed, never to rezgaln consciousncss or show

any further signs of life. Continuous artificial respiration, earbon

dioxide insuflation, intracardliac epinephrine, rectal stimulation and

measures ellicited no response.

16—15556 (Continue on back of this form)




Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

Summary

—Z77, M. C., U. S. Navy.

S : o it e 4
A Y , m. sffice
b 83 I : . A A/ofd- ’Y\‘ o

Kpproved: Court of inquiry or board of investigation .. be held.

(Will or will not

SRR S Navy,

(Commanding officer)

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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-COPY =

‘ru *"‘0"1[ r]
QM Geoneral,

Dear Sir

Upon receiving your letter I immediately tiied to get the informetion
you asked,

The last and only dental work for my son Elvis N, Spotts was taken care

of just before he joined the “erchant Marines in 1943, by Dr. Egward J. Kresse
512=-17th. St., Denver, Colorsdo., I wrote Dr. Kresse asking for a chart showing work
performed but up to this time have not received an answer,

Am very sorry I couldnt do more on the matter,
Very sincerely,
Mrs. D.W, Spotts

1705 Linwood Blwvd,

K.C. 3, Mo,
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OFFIC.F THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL ’THE ARMY
INTEROFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

See reverse side for instructions in the use of this form ‘ DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1 2 3 4 5

NoO. FROM— TO— DATE MESSAGE

1 | Chief, | Chief, | 7 May 1. These remains were buried in the Marine Cemetery
Navy Records | 1947 on Betio Island, Tarawa, where identification was lost
Rec Coord Sec. by the moving of the crosses.
Section
241,8-8B 2. It is suggested that a dental record of the

deceased be obtained and sent to the Identification
Section for comparison with the dental records on file
for unknowns on Tarawa.

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

16—49650-1
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QUOMS 293 16 February 1950
Spotts, Elvis N.

SN=Z=394396 . -
‘___,__________—-—"‘"‘“f wﬂ%

SUBJECT: Additional Information That May lLead to the Recovery and
Tdentification of Remains Not Yet Accounted For

TO: Commanding Of ficer
American Oraves Registration Service
Pacific Zome
APO 958, ¢/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Cslifornia

1. There is attached hereto, in duplicate, OQMG Form 371
(covering all available information in the Office of the Quartermaster
Oeneral and is in addition to any previous information forwarded by
this Office to your headquarters) for the following deceased individual:

Spotts, Elvis N. Wiper 2=394396

2. It is requested that information oi the above deceased be
furnished this Office in accordance with provisions of letter, The
Adjutant General's Office, file AGAO-S 203.9 (27 Mar 47) D=i, subject:
Establishment of Boards of Review for Identification Unkmown Dead
Overseas, dated 9 April 1947. ;

FOR THE QUARTEFPMASTER CENERALs

1 Incl ol ol B METZ KH
/" 0QuG Form 371 (in dup) dt. 1, QuC
/_ (Spotis) > ’lel}cq.cl 1 Dii;idion TEC
X 3,"3%’/ )
'S @ < &
;4% 8877 300%

AIRMAIL
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293 FILE
D. ON REMAII‘sd YT YET RECOV.ED OR IDENTIFIED
NAME (Last, Pirat, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL NUMBER
Spotts, Elvis N. Wiper 2=394396
ORGAN! ZATION RACE CREED FORMER SER!IAL NUMBER
(If Applicable)
5SS Cape Isabel White MR
DATE OF DEATH/ T CAUSE OF DEATH #IACE OF DEATN OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
22 Feb 1944 Electrocuted while closing
SRR TN boiler room door Tarawa, Gilbert Islands
HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE S1ZE
6gn 153 Brown Brown NR
DENTAL CHART
UPPER KIGHT UPPER LEFT
85 e s 8 Tas e e 10T AR TN S R R e
No dental information available from civilian snd Marine sources
LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT
TG A8 et Fy A e T40-8 C I 1 o B AT 1 S R Rt R C T
X = Extracted O = Cavious ] = Cavious Non-Restorable
FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTO0S AND/OR B1RTHMARK
None Shown None Shown

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Born: 6 October 1925

Reported interred in U. S. Marine Cemetery, Tarawa,
Gilbert Islands.

ROKs
Mrs. D. W. Spotts, Mother
1705 linwood Boulevard
Kansas City, Mo.
‘no p
° ®
J‘?J“IZ 371 DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD =
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Quas 293
F Spotts, Elvis N.
77 swashow— <

Dr. BEdward J. Kresse
312 17th Street
Denver, Colorado

Dear Dr. Eresse:

The Office of the Quartermaster General is attempting to aid
the Oraves Registration Service to ascertain the identity of the
remains of Elvis N. Spotts of the Merchant Marine Service who was
reported killed due to an accident on board ship on 22 February
1944.

A communication received from the decednt's next-of-kin,
Mrs, D. V. Spotts, 1705 linwood Blvd., Xansas City, Missouri, states
that you performed the last dental work on him prior to his entry
into the Merchant Marine in 1943. It will be very helpful and
greatly appreciated if you can furnish this office a copy of the
dental record you may have in your files on Elvis Spotts. This
dental informmation is vitally necessary in the establishing of
positive identification of his remains,

Please use the enclosed self-addressed envelope, which requires
no postage, to expedite delivery of your reply.
Al .

/ Sincerely yours,
/’/
/
| KH-
Incl T. H. METZ KH

Penalty envelope Lt. Colonel, QMC
v o Memorial Division \ © TEC
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL /} o 4 s

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. W FEANV 7y 5

/(i s J

IN REPLY REFER TO %‘[ A & '}‘
S QM@MS 293 2 February 1950
, Spotts, Elvis N.
~———SNZ=394 3% Y
il

Dr. Edwerd J. Kresse
312 17th Street
Denver, Colorado

Dear Dr. Kresse:

The Office of the Quartermaster General is attempting to aid
the Graves Registration Service to ascertain the identity of the
remains of Elvis N. Spotts of the Merchant Marine Service who was
reported killed due to an accident on board ship on 22 February

1944.

A communication received from the decedent'!s nexte—of=kin,
Mrs. D. W. Spotts, 1705 Linwood Blvd., Kanses City, Missouri, states
that you performed the last dental work on him prior to his entry
into the Merchant Marine in 1943. It will be very helpful and
greatly appreciated if you can furnish this office a copy of the
dental record you may have in your files on Elvis Spotts. This
dental infomation is vitally necessary in the establishing of
positive identification of his remainse.

Please use the enclosed self-addressed envelope, which requires |
no postage, to expedite delivery of your reply. ‘

Sincerely yours,

Penalty envg Lt. Colonel, QMC
Memorial Division -
xS A\
A . ‘%"’ R

LA D '
- g4 @‘?

L;q e %W 5 ¢ ‘/’Zuj?v&&/l



e

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PENALTY FORERIVATE USE TO AVOID

. OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL Ao ,..,\ww/
’ v d rra in et
N WASHINGTON 25, D. C. [ Y FERID \ ;
' 2 PM um

- : Fvu I
: \ oy YT )
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 1950 4 i
¢ oro/ =

Office of The Quartermaster General ; t
Department of the Army
Washington 25, D. C.

Attn:

. Memorial Division
Oston-Search Info.

Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526
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293 FILE 6 ?
DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOVERED OR IDENTIFIED
NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL
2 % NUMBER
Spotts, Elvis N, W PE Z-394396
ORGANIZATION T o TRACE — CREED "“"""“’“’"“?Umwm%
NUMBER (If appitsable)
MNE R CH ANT AAARINE |7
DATE OF DEATH/MtA CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
2- 2D = [FH | ACCr2ENT ON SH 172 AT THRAWE _
DATE OF FOD i[./_ ECTROC UTE D I B Ry P
HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE
G4 & PR g V o - = | Breo wN
DENTAL CHART
UPPER RIGHT UPPER LEFT
Tk Sl S WY T S g TS SR BTN S R el S
LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT
| S | AR TS b PR Tl | i | AR S | VIR 1 R M TN (R |
X =Extracted 0 = Carious 1=~Carious Non-Restorable
FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ! o B VAT VE —
B REN = = FTT
No M~ FAT HFER CREW /MEZMEBER o 5,35,
SPeT7 35« DWW CHRPE - JSHBE L. 50 4T
pRR3B ORONS Lot BRI 5 HAS T E R~
[/\ ‘\/ 14 I - s /7’,‘4' T ';".’ e g [ R T W 4 A /f:
ISOLBTED Buzinl., /BRRAWA
G),’/A ‘5: AN/ y- D - .
2
| a4 / \l‘ X
g e a Laes / t] ()\ J
2 s A s | X Vel
A A ’ t v) * RN
! 87 A o py
VAN 1
GV R * B ;\
i . (_>-Q‘.f
Wy 9
Y ¥4
. YA
<0
0QMG
23u SE ;U%ﬂg 371 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—49885~1 DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD
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293 TILE

DA“ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOVE'D OR IDENTIFIED ¥

SS CAPE ISABEL e

NAME (Last, First, Middie Inlllll) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL NUMBER
/’ ’l‘\ d"‘A/
Yo
A/ % Spotts, Elvis N. £ § Wiper 2=394396
ORG ANTZATHON . RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL NUMBER

(If Applicable)

W/

DATE OF DEATH/ MT%® CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
22 Feb 44 Electrocuted while closing . g
DATE OF FOD boiler room door Tarawa, Gilbert +slands
HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE
Li\_// [/ ‘ . - [1 7 ' / 4
2 ) bvhe / 5 - 7 . - @/Ll A’LMVV /?7{* :C/; ‘{/ }"A_u’y A / At Al

DENTAL CHART

UPPER RIGHT UPPER LEFT
85 AT BT sl e IR R SR B R R
g Cle /
L) Lt NI Lt o A
LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT
16 15 13 13 12 11 10 9 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
& p i IJ /|; = » N o !’/ ' B >

X = Extracted

1 = Cavious Non-Restorable

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS

Lo
s

TATTOO0S AND/OR BIRTHMARK

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION |

Gilbert Islands

D/B: 6 October 1925

Reported buried in U. S. Marine Cemetery, Tarawa,

/ e

/ g} \':‘));}\é
FEBAE

é @/(‘\j‘ ')é/ : &-& : 3%3\*3‘0{‘
/ " ( xe\eﬂﬂ‘ﬂ
!‘" E’
U
OQMG FORM 37|

23 SEP 46

DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD.

48 21325

\
2
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QMGHP 293 |
Spotts, Elvis N,

8N Z-394 396 ?/
e iaiamiait S = ke :

21 December 1948

Mrs. D+ W. Spotts
1705 Linwood Boulevard
Kensas City 3, Missouri

Dear Mrs., Spotts:

This of'fice has recelved an inquiry written in your behalf by the
Kanses City Quertermaster Depot relative %o your son, the late Elvis N.
Spotts, Firemen Third Class.

Your desire to obtain informetion conceming the resting place of
the remains of your son is understandable and I regret that I must inform
you our office has not, as yet, received sn official report indicebting
that his remains have been identified.

As one of the preparatory steps in the Propgram for the Return of World
flar II Dead, the remains of our honored dead, including all unknowns, were
removed from Tarawe, Gilbert Islends, to the Territory of Hawaii. These
remains are now beinpg processed through our Central Identification Labora-
tory located in Hawaii for the purpose of verifying the identifications
made at the time of the original buriels end te establish, if possible,
the individual identification of remains designeted as wnknown.

/ All individually identified remeins will be held in Hawaii pending
/ ‘disposition instructions from the next of kin, either for return to the
/ United States or for permanent burial in an overseas cemetery,

You may be assured that we will communicate with you promptly upon
receipt of information concerning your loved one. In the meantime, how-
JSver, it is requested that if you have heen ahle‘(go obtain a record of

-\»the dentel work mccomplished for your son by his' ahillhn dentist, such-
ofiiation be forwarded to this office &g it may be of" ‘velue in a\ﬁyudh-A
i e identification of his remeins. Ainh- 5nvej,ope thich needuég postago,

% igtdnclosed for your reply. -4 Sl e A

’é 3 ",.,.. "' : ‘ ";;‘- \‘:\; ‘_'-‘;?_’VHL (,Q% ,,?

% May I add my deepest -ympathy in your frep.t 1oaaa, LOT o ;\-;.J'(\‘\O

a} b 4 us AL,

< § / Sincarely yourd‘ %} ; Qg,ﬁ O(\? s

Bl JAMES F. SMITH .

% o 1 Inc Ma jor, QMC

| Franited Envelope Memorial Division

cci Kensas City QMG, Attn AGRSD
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&

MEMORIAL DIVISION
FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE BRANCH

we )P/ T LT
T0: Tdentification Branch :
FROM: Family Letters Section , o
SUBJECT: Case Name 2 Aolsy~ ['/;//* 1 & 7010 ) A 174 f“f’,;
y I - 3' - — ¥ £ -
Request si*buaﬁion paragraphv, and cemetery if appropriate,
applicable to this case. ks
/"Jl
A
;‘_{"4 \

' v 4 N
( At d /‘ o
\ 3 Lol e (A
,//& et al AV
\ :/V ',‘# 2 /
| 'd
DEC 1 4 1948
// A
AL
- { Y / L
| J
e 7 | /
4 P e Qs v !
-.w/;. ‘- ( (/
gt
B L« M
.‘—/‘ > | / J? Ij/
: r S
{4 F p
‘}I Hy. [
l"ri\ " F‘:.“L > 2]
AL 11§ T
7 9
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AVE ‘
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER ACTIVITIES

i

601 HARDESTY AVENUE
KANSAS CITY 1, MISSOURI

‘-2/\’?
Spotts, Elvis N, F3C. 1 December 1948

IN REPLY REFER TO: —_

— 430707032

SUBJECT: World War II Deceased

TO: The Quartermaster General
Washington 25, D. C.
ATTENTION: Memorial Division

1. An Associated Press feature article by Mr. Leif Erickson
appearing in The Kasnsas City Star and other newspapers 29 November 1948
described the present conditions on Tarawa and included the following
paragraphs:

"Harry E. Maude, British resident and commissioner, said all
American bodies were taken home by December 21, 1946. The army graves
registration service unit at that time cleared the cemetery siteof all
crosses and markers. The plot reverted to a native owner who has re-
planted it in coconut."

2. Following publication of the article this office was contacted
2 by several next of kin who naturally were disturbed over the reference
"taken home" in the excerpt referred to in Paragraph 1. This office
assured the next of kin that the wording was figurative in that the
bodies of war dead were moved to Hawaii as the first step in the journey
home.,

3. In addition this office informed Mrs. D. W. Spotts, 1705
Linwood Boulevard, Kansas City 3, Missouri, mother and next of kin of
Fireman Third Class Elvis N. Spotts, 430707032, that your office would
be requested to provide her information concerning the remains of her
son.

4. This office will appreciate a copy of the reply made to
Mrs. Spotts.
A

o

M. A. QUINN
Colonel QMC
Commanding
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QUCNU 293
Spotte, Elvis N,
2=394 396
( Herchant Har!-llg/\, AP - A e SRS

b 19 Hey 1947

Address Reply To THE
QUARTERMASTER GERERAL

Mra. D, W, Spotts
1705 Linwood Boulevard
Kansag City 3, ldesourd

Dear Mrs, Spottss

It 1s with reluctance that I write you about your sgon, the late
Elvie N, Spotts, Fireman 3/c, 2~394 396, whose deeth occurred the
22 February 1944, in Terawa, €ilbert Islends.

It will be of the utmost value to this office, if you can secure
from the civilien dentist who trested your son, a copy of the chart
usually reteined by him, as a matter of record which shows work per=
formed for each patient, If this informetion is mot svaileble, you may
be sble to reecall dental work eccomplished before his entry into the
Merchant Marine Service, This request is made in order to complete
files of this office,. :

In replying, please use the imclosed self*addressed envelope which
requires no postage, in order to expedite delivery.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES C,. MecFAHLAND %
Nejor, G
lomorial Divisi

. -

ity ;e
i
-

pr =
o ™o
b 5 s <

£y

o

~

P

; '-iaG&:E

H

IN b
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UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

Operations Department

2 | April 3, 1947

Office of the Quartermaster General
Memorial Division

War Department

Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Col. J. B. Colson

Gentlemen:
Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of March 27,
1947, your file QMGMR 293, in which you request all available

73

.

information relative to the place of burial of(@}yis N. Spotts,

merchant seaman ex the SS CAPE ISABEL, be furnished to your
office.
We are endeavoring to obtain the information requested
and will transmit it to you as soon as it is received,
Very truly yours,

Ben Martin
Manager, Marine Section

By: d‘q%aﬂd.w-«-/‘

J. I. Waldron
Assistant

\

A

=
=
Y



£

GMOMR 293
Bpotte, Hlvis H.
Herchent Marine

Address Reply %o
THY QUARTYRMASTER GYINTRAL : 1947
Kemorial Division 27 MAK

ATTERIION

My, J. 1. ¥aldron
c/o Mr. Ben Martin
Manager, Marine Operations
United States Maritime Commission
Waehington 28, D, C.

Deor My, ¥Waldron:

boliler roc/:p! door, 22 Februsry 1944 on Tarawa, OGilbdert Telandg.
7 <)

It 1s requested that this office be furnished all svallsble inforostion
relative to the durial of the following decedent: ' ‘

NAME: Spotts, Flvis ¥,

SHRIAL W0.: % 394 206

RARY VWiper (Merchant Marine) ~ v
VESSEL: 8. S. Capte Isabel

DATR OF BIRTH: 6 October 1025

PLAGCE OF BIRTH: Glifton Will, Migsouri

EMERGENCY ADDRESSER: My, David Spotts, father,
1223 Corona, Denver, Colorade

Flvis W, Spotte, Merchant Marine, was electrocuted while clesing a

4

AR S
‘Sincersly vour R b
s St TR
Lo §‘:
‘:J A Q:"
. r. 2 et q.;:‘ i9 'Yy
B Do (4%
J. B, OCOLSON & ' ix§ VJ
Colonel, Q4C RN
~

Hemorial Divi nion\ 3 Vi
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NA'E Spotts, Elvis N,

27 e
ASNgij“ﬁ: 4.394 396 Wiper (Merchant “arine).

=~

‘-:—-........—./"

"B/R"
Changes made in information "Form 333"

are from sources listed below:

1, No change.,

/ H/ L f"«'( A 2
{V A z"f‘ ‘ / 3. *
i ! a‘gi> Fusi i/ Officer's Initials: ‘// :,
FROM: Relationship
T S
s R SR i R e U At i SIS B €,
GOy & STATE: .. _ 2
T0: Relationship
g T g R M TR S ey L A TR TR S e o S AT B
e R T T R R TN R VAT T LW

CITY & STATE:




‘

UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION 5

45 Broadway
New York 6, N.Y.

March 3, 1947

Office of the Quartermaster General
far Department

‘ashington 25, D.C. Attention: Martin G. Riley
Jajor, Le
Assistant
Gentlemen: /
Re:’ Elvis I, Spotts

TS CAPE 1SADIL =z
Your file QUGUR 293

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of February 24, 1947 in which you ask for all avail-
able information relative to the burial of the above-
entitled seaman.

No formal burial report was ever received
at this office. However, we do have a report dated
February 23, 1944 from the office of the port captain,
Terawa, G.I., signed by Lt. Comdr. L.M. Fabian,
stating that Elvis N. Spotts was buried in the
Warine Memorial Cemetery, Betio Island, Tarada
Atoll, in a marked grave,

If this information will not suffice, it is~
suggested that you communicate with Mr. Ben lMartin,
Vlanager, Marine Operations, United States Maritime
Commission, Washington 25, D.C., attention of Mr.
J.I. Waldron, who may be able to give you further ,
details, /

Very truly yours,

W. H. Cantwell <
Chief* Adjuster -
Division of Insurance

I

BY=

R.F. Morr f =
Assistant Chiéf Adlgs“
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QMOMR 293
Spotte, Elvis K. 44
Merchant Marine LZ e f_:ﬂ e S RN

f/— o1 vrp 1987

SUBJECT: Burial Informstion

01 United States Maritime Commiselion
Insurance Divigion
39 Broadway
Yew York, New York
Attn: My, Morrow

It is requested you furnish this office with all available
information relative to the burial of the following decedent:

NAM®: Spotts, Elvis N,
SHRIAN, WO,3 % 394 396
RANYX; Wiper (Merchant Marine)
VESSEL: S, 8, Capte Isabel
DATE OF DEBATH: 22 Februery 1944
PLACE OF DEATH: Tarawa, Gilbert lslands
CAUSE OF DEATH: Electrocuted while closing boiler room
: door
o / DATE OF BIRIH: 6 October 1925
Bnhiog PLACE OF BIRTH: Clifton Hill, Missourt
e iy EMERGENCY ADDRRSSEE: My, David Bbott-. father, 1223 Corona,
o> 0 Denver, Colorado
G : A
£ é % X ™ v
; FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL; T 2 22
g 82
= =
o 5o SE
AL o < 2o
-y um’;m;g R
i Hq,}or.‘@(&n

\\ Aswistant =i
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WAR DEPARTMENT

& MEMO ROURSNG SLIP

1 ‘NAME OR TITLE
’ - % INITIALS CIRCULATE
Spotts, Elvis
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION DATE
CONCgR-
Merchant Marine cats
2
& FILE
SN—-Z3943%6
INFORMATION
3 NECESSARY
Per telephone call from Maritime AGTN
- ) NOTE AND
Commission, Dial 8114, ext 5542, RELUBN
4
SEE ME
A ' SIGNATURE
\ 3 ',/ V £ ¥
REMARKS )
Born October 6, 1925 Clifton Hill, lLissouri.
Emergency Addressee:
David Spotts Father
1223 Corona
Denver, Colorado
Died February 22, 1944 (Was electrocuted closing
boiler room door)
SN ha :
(Mg wa B YW 1T -A C.aX
FROM NAME OR TITLE DATE
Frs, lewis 7 Feh 47
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION TELEPHONE
WD AGO FORM 16—48487-1  U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

1 Juin 1348 895
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i ’ ) ]
e st e /// / 5 /

Ltr, WD, OQMG, Wash 25, D.C., QMGYGLEES, Spotts, Elvis N., SN 43 07 07
032, Subj: Burial Information, 7 Nov 46 oy

MPYQM 220,86 ("S8")(7 Nov 46) 3d Ind

Headquarters‘United States Army Forces, Middle Pacific, Office of the
Quartermaster, APO 958 27 DEC 1946

TO: The Quartermaster General, Washington 25, D. C.

Thorough search of records in this Headquarters reveais no infor-
mation pertaining to Fireman Third Class Elvis N. Spotts, Navy Serial
Number 43 07 07 032. '

A o o '

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER:

kT
K F Qe e,

F Lt Colonelf cav
Chief, Memorial Branch
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Ltr, WD, OQMG, Wash 25, D.C., QMGYG 293, Spotts, Elvis N., SN 43 07 ‘
07 032, Subj: Burial Information, 7 Nov 46 a9 NOV

MPYQM 220.86 ("S")(7 Nov 46) 1st Ind (5 - 31 Dec 46)

Headquarters United States Army Forces, Middle Pacific, AFO 958

TO: Commanding Officer, Army Garrison Force, AFO 240

1. For compliance with basiec communication and return of cor-
respondence to this headquarters.

2. BSearch of records in this headquarters does not reveal any
information on Fireman Third Class Elvis N. Spotts, 43 07 07 032.

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL HULL:
S Lel— \
B

¥. S. THATCHER N\
1 Incl Lt Colonel, AGD

n/b ‘sst Adjutant General

s 220.86 2nd Ind : JYB/res
o \»‘
s HEADQUARTERS ARMY GARRISON FORCE APO 240 7 December 196 B
»
B
& To; Commanding General, Headquarters United States Army Forces Middle Ni-
i Pacific APO 958 Subject: Burial Information dtd 7 November 1946 }
c ™~
1. Through search of filevs does not reveal information of NG
mentioned deceased personnel. N\
4 s !
FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: .
) // d
’/ / //J ? { o
1 Inel: n/e ~ q.kv.‘"‘é([é%%’w/ e
1st Lt,, Inf
Adjutant
it
- TEE S
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

N REPLY REFER TARIGLG 2203 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

G-§7+

Spotts, Elvis N.
8N 43 07 07 032

7 November 19L6
SUBJECT: Burial Information
TO: Commanding General
Army Forces, Middle Pacific
APO 958, c/o Postmaster

San Francisco, California

1. Reference is made to the following named decedent for whom
no report of burial is on hand in this office:

NAME: Spotts, Elvis N. DATE OF DEATH: 22 February 19LlL
RANK: Fireman Third Class PIACE OF DEATH: Tarawa, Gilbert Islands
SERIAL NO.: L3 O7 07 032 :

2. The attached correspondence contains information which may aid
in the location and recovery of his remains.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERA

1 Incl MARTIN G. RI
cy ltr 15 Oct L6 Major, QIC
Assistant
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION

AMERICAN-HAWAITAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY, AGENT ‘
215 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California

October 15, 19L6
File No, I-21-71

Quartermaster General
Memorial Division
War Department
Washington 25, D.C.

Attn: Captain Thomas F. Lewin
o Assistant
Dear Sir: Re: QMGYG 293 : ;
Spotts, Elvis N. ~ e s it R S 08 72
SN L30T QS8 v s R G N T

Replying to your inquiry of October 9th, we quote from
Captain L. A, Carlisle's report as follows concerning the burial
of Elvis N. Spotts.

"On the morning of February 23, 194), at 11:00 a.m.,
funeral services were held with military honors and

the reading of a Protestant service by Francis T, Cocke,
Chaplain, U,S.N.R. Burial was in U. S. Marine Cemetery,
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands."

We also quote communication from office of the Port
Captain, Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, dated 23 February 19LL.

"Subject: Elvis N. Spotts, Wiper, S.S. CAPE ISABEL, death of,
Elvis N. Spotts was buried in the Marine Memorial Cemetery,
Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll in a marked grave. L. M. Fabien,
Lt. Cmdr., U.S.N.R."

Yours faithfully,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .
UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION
+ BY: AMERICAN-HAWAIIAN STEAMSHIP
- COMPANY, AGENT.

W.C. WEBB ??
Pacific Insurance and Claims Agent

By /s/ W. O. Siebert
WOS: kk

copy
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&i I3 07 07 032

QUeYa 293
Spotts, Elvis .,

T ——— 7 November 1946

SUBJECT: Buwrial Information

TOs Commanding General
Army Forces, Middle Pacific
APO 958, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

l. Reference is made to the following named decedent for whom
no report of burial is on hand in this office:

NAMR: Spotts, Elvis N, DATE OF DEATH: 22 February 194k
RANK: Fireman Third Class PLACE OF DEATH: Tarawa, (ilbert Islands
SERIAL MO, 0 2 7
’ 23-0;{1 ‘Z ?ﬁb /”V» ¢ POt SA/ /rlt«"- s/ easia. i
2+ The attached correspondence containe information which may aid (2«
in the location and recovery of his remains.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GRNERAL:

1Inel / MARTIN G. RTLEY ~, MGR

oy lt}f 15 Qet b Major, QiC ‘
Assistant /
//
/
y &/ 0 Sy
i- ('

,17@

58’?0\/‘,,
& TIALE VIR
Fieeg § oy

ais
Kt
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QUOYG 293
Spotts, Elvig Ne
43 07 07 032

'Addrééﬁwﬁbpl&wféﬁWHMMW‘”"' 7 November 1946
THE QUARTERMASTER OENERAL
Attention; Memorial Division

American Hawaiian Steamship Company
215 Market Strest

San Francisco, California
Attel‘!tiont My, W. 0. Biebert

Gentlemen;

Your letter concerning the late Fireman Third Class Elvis N,
Spotts, has been received in this office,

The information which you Supplied is greatly 8ppreciated, and
will be forwarded to the Theater of Operations to implement their
efforts in the registration of graves of our military personnel.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

Sincerely yours,

rtd JAMES 1, PRENN JLP
| Major, Quc
, Aaaistant‘ 2
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION

AMERICAN- HAWAIIAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY, AGENT

215 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 5, CALIFORNIA

October 15, 1946
FILE No. I=21-71

Quartermaster General
Memorial Division

War Department
Washington 25, D. C.

Attn: Captain Thomas F. Lewin
Assistant

Dear Sir:

Re: QMGYG 293
Spotts, Elvia N,
SN 43 07 07 032

Replying to your inquiry of October 9th, we gquote
from Captain L. A. Carlisle's report as follows concerning
the burial of Elvis N. Spotts.

"On the morning of February 23, 1944 at 11:00 a.m.,
funeral services were held with military honors and

the reading of a Protestant service by Francis T. Cooke,
Chaplain, U.S.N.R. Burial was in U. S. Marine Cemetary,
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands."

We also quote communication from office of the Port
Captain, Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, dated 23 February 1944.

"Subject: Elvis N. Spotts, leer S.S. CAPE ISABEL, death of,
Elvis N. Spotts was buried in the Marine Memorial Cemetary,
Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll in a marked grave. L.M. Fabien,
Lt. Cmdr., U.S.N.R."

Yours faithfully,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA® #
UNITED STATES MARITIME CO %
BY: AMERICAN-HAWAITAN ST“
COMPANY, AGENT. .
.: m p‘,
W.C. WEBB
Pacific Insurance andfCléimsgAgent

égz””/aﬂ //'d:;égr—é%
WOS: Kk by P Dods i |

- N il ; <t
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QUOYG 293
Spotts, Elvis N,

s L3 07 07 032
,é Address Reply To 7 November 1946
THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

Attentions Memorial Division

%

Mrs, D. W. Spo'b‘ba
1705 Linwood Boulevard
Kansas City 3, Missouri

Dear Mrs. Spotts:

Your letter concerning your son, the late Fireman Third Class
Elvis N. Spotts, has been received in this office.

Information received in this office discloses that the remains of
your gon were interred in a temporary cemetery established at Tarawa,
OGilbert Islands. This information has not yet been verified by an official
Report of Burial.

The War Department has now been authorized to remove, at Govern-
ment expense, to the final resting place designated by the next of kin,
| the remains of those American citizens who died while serving overseas
Ciwith our armed forces during this war.

When the necessary preliminaries have been completed, a "Letter of
Inquiry =~ Return of World War II Dead" will be sent to the next of kin
of those American dead. The response to this letter will constitute a
formal expression of the next of kin's detailed desires. 8ince letters
to next of kin will be dispatched automatically and according to the
records here, communications with this office regarding this subject
will nbt be necessary, The necessity for complete coordination of
movemént, in many parts of the world makes it impossible, at this time,
to imate when this lettér will be mailed., Responses to these letters
will be acted upon with a minimum of delay.

ZQR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

- x

o = Sincerely yours,
R ‘ ¢
it
e JAMES L, PRENN
¥ ‘ \ Major, QMC
<& g i Assistant L CF

- . ¥ /
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QOYGe 293
Spotts, Hlvis N.
SN L3 07 07 032

———————— e c——

Address Reply To 9 October 1946
THE QUARTFRMASTER GENERAL
Attention: Memorial Division

American Hawaijan Steamship Company
215 Market Street
San Francisco, California

Gentlemen:

This office has received a request from Mrs. D. W. Spotts requesting
burial information concerning her son the late Elvis Nelson Spotts,
Fireman Third Class.

It is requested you furnish this office all available information
relative to the burial of the decedent in order that we may make a
proper reply to Mrs. Spotis.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENFRAL:

Sincerely yours,

THOMAS F. LFWIN
Captain, QMC
Assistant

SCV
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QMGYG 293
Spotts, Hlvis N.

8N L3 07 07 032 o

9 October 1946

Address Reply To
THE QUARTERMASTIER GENERAL
Attention: Memorial Division

Mrs. D. W. Spotts
1705 Linwood/Boulevard
Kansas City 3, Missouri

Dear Mra/./ Spotts:
Your letter concerning your son, the late Fireman Third Class Elvis
N. Spotis, has been received in this office.
It is regretted that up to the present time, information pertaining
An

to the burial of your son has not been received in this office.
investigation is being made to obtain this information and when this

investigation is completed you will be advised relative to the burial
and the return of his remains ito the United States for final interment.

Please acoorf my sincere sympathy in the loss of your son.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTFR GENERAL:
Sincerely yours,

THOMAS F. LEWIN

Captain, QMC
Assistant
SCV
Jov
|7 /
’
J
{ &2 z &
i x e
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QM3 FOR ¥ b
R8Ep oe" 638 Q e Vo ’
OF FlCES OF E QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OFF THE ARMY

INTEROFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

-

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS IN THE USE OF THIS FORM DUE HOUR & DATE
'1 { 2 3 Y4 S
Q: FROM T0 DATE MESSAGE
1 | Navy Corresp. |9-25-44§ There is no information in the files of this office regarding

the attached case. This was a lMerchant Marine and his name
has never appeared -on any Report of Interment or list of

burials submitted from Tarawa. /dw/a
WAITE
Ext 73880

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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AGO

TIME OF CALL

NEPORT OF DEATH

TIME OF REPLY

NAME OF DECEASED

RANK SERIAL NUMBER

CAUSE OF DEATH

CORRECT RANK CORRECT—SERMALNUMBER

£

\

EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE

NAME

RELATIONSHIP

ADDRESS

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY (Name)

DIVISION EXTENSION

DATE FURNISHED

APPROVED BY (Sub-Section Chief)

LY

g

SIGNATURE ~i/i::////

OQMG FORM
12 APR 46 358

25 92897
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