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, Section M—DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCIDENT .
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2nd Lt. Robert M. Moser and his ecrew took off from Kslden A.A.F. at
approximately 0030, 1@ December 1944, in sirplane @43~16047 after gom-
pleting 3 hours and 15 minutes of glider tow under the supervision of his
instructor, lst Lt. Guy C. Wallis, The miszion was to be 8 poutine train
lng fli bt to complete two nours of opticmal flying time. .

One hour and 45 minutes later, sircreft £43-16047 orsshed twoziles
northeast of Zalme, Missouri, in a rough, wooded area., The crash and re-
sulting explcosion attrected the attention of Mr. L. A. Jamss and nile wife
who live & mile and a helf from the scene of the crash and wers the near-
est inhabltants., JNr. James investigated &and reported the crash to tais
atation, There wers nc witnesses that saw the actual crash. Nr. Jazes
stated that both he and his wife had heard an sirplsne flying over nis
nouse & few minutes prior to the time of the crash but they had not heard

anything unusual, such as an airplane flyling extremely low or having
englne trouble,

The scene of the accident gave very little evidence as to the possible
cause or causes that resulted in the crash. The plane, flying from north
to south at a speed estimated by the Accident Board to be between 180 and
200 MPFH hit the tree tops in a left wing low attitude of 45 cdegrees or
more, sliced through 36 yds. of trees, glanced from the top of the first
ridge, shown in accompanying diagram, and exploded upon impact with the
next rldge. ihile the apparent attitude of the alrplane was left wing
low, the direction of travel was straight forward, more or less sliminst-
lng the possibility of & spiral.

The Alrcraft Accldent Committee submits the cause as undetermined as
there was no supporting proof of a determined cause. A number of possibl
causes are submitted as follows:

l. The possibility of a forced landing or instrument let-down
was slight because of the speed at which the alrcraft struck the
ground, Also a pilot on instruments would be more alert concerning
his altitude. Substantiating this is the fact that no radio con-
tact with Advance Radio had been made requesting permission to work
a range problem, :

- et paa o 4 b = l P -

that tﬁo blidoi of botﬁ prépellera were bent in a manner whnich in-
dicated they struck the ground under power, P

1 \s
(cont'd on Supplemental Page 1, Section M) o 29/

2 KEOOMMENDATIONS

Dus to the circumstances and conditions surrounding this accident, no
recommendations can be made by this committse.

8 Acmow Tawew -
All rated personnel of this station are being directed to exercise more

diligence in checking their altitude above the -terrain. BEmphasis is also
being placed upon varilations of the terrain elevations in the local fly-

. ile they are not great in this area, and the elevation at
%gf :ﬁ:ﬁ. o?htha aocidant WAS gnly 204 feet above the local field ele-
vation, 1t may have had a bearing on this accident.
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Section M - DESCRIPTICN OF THE ACCIDENT (Cont'd)

3. There 1s a possibility that the pilot failed to
change gasoline tanks anc did not succeed in getting his
engine started again before impact with the ground. There
was, however, a sufficiency of gasoline on board as evi-
denced by the fact that the aircraft exploded and burned
with terrific heat. Also pieces thrown clear of the
wreckage by the explosion had definite odor of gasoline
upon the arrival of the Investigating Committee.

4. The possibility of vertigo was suggested, but it
is felt that i1t would have been very improbable that both
pilot and co-pilot were afflicted at the same time.

5. The posasibility of "buzzing" seems the most
probable because of the speed and the low altitude., How-
ever, there are no cities, bridges, night clubs, etc.,in
the area which most pilots usually pick out for "buzzing."
In fact the area in which the crasa occurred is quite

soietedeand tnere—wouiu ; Ligots or

signs of inhabitants at this time or'night.

6. There 1s the possibility that the pillots might
have set thelr altimeters at the wrong altitude indication.
However, due to the number of landings that had been pre-
viously made while on glider tow, it 1s felt by this com-
mittee that such an error would have been detected. It is
possible that the pilots could have misinterpreted the al=-
titude indication on the altimeter, however, it is hardly
likely they would be intentionally flying over this area
at an altitude which would allow them to misinterpret to
an error of this degree. '

7. There 1s a remote possibility that the pilcts
might have been using the automatic pllot and that some
difficulty might have arisen from that source, However,
due to the condition of the wreckage, it was utterly im-
poesible to determine anything concerning such a possi-
bility.

(cont'd on Supplemental Page 2,Section M)
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Section M - DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCIDENT (Comt'd)

There were no witnesses to the accident, and the con~-
dition of the wreckage was such as to preclude any possi-
bility of determining a positive cause for This accident.
The Accident Committee must, therefore, classify this
accident &s undetermined.

Supplemental Page 2
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The oil leak on the right engine was investigated
by questioning the crew chiefs, It was found that the
right engine was throwing oil =lightly, as most enginea
usually do, and it was written up by the crew chlef so
that the attention of the Maintenance Crews would be
attracted.

rp
Mesiber, Aircraft Accident Committee.
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Basic: AAF Form No. 14, 2nd Lt. Robert . Moser (Pilet), LAAF, Malden, Mo.,
dtd 13 Dec 4L4.

1st Ind. co/CAC/rma
Headjuarters, Malden Army Air Field, Kalden, Missouri, 21 December 1944.

TO: Commanding General, AAF, {inston-Salem 1, North Carolina. ATTN:
Chief, Flying Safety.

1. Action of the board read and understood and is approved in its
entirety.

2. Corrective action cannot be taken as cause of accident cannot
be determined. This accident is to be used as an illustration against
"buzzing”, in spite of the fact there is no definite proof that the cause

was low flying.
3. Subject report is being forwarded in accordance with existing

regulations.

Lt. Colonel, s,
Commanding.
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