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CH.PTER 1.

ORGANIZATIUN OF STAFF.

The original organization of the .merican Graves
Registration Service in Europe, consisting of the Chief, imerican
Graves Registration Service, ".M.C., in Zurope, and the Zones
of France, Great Britain and uid-surope, proved faulty in that
too much decentralisation tended toward loss of eontrol and
duplication of administratiom. Efficlenscy and economy, there-
fore, demanded a reorganizastion.

70 maintain the sound principlas of limited decen-
tralization and to dring the activities under closer personal
supervision of the Chief, a reorganisation wmas effected on
~ugust 25, 1920, whioh abolighed the Zones of France and Mid-
Europ;o. Thie brought the aotivities directly under the staff
of the Chief, consisting of an Executive . ssistant, three grand
Divisions, - the idministrative, Operutions, ‘upply and Trans-
portation, and the following separate offices:-

idjutant Property .uditor
Inspector French iiission
Finance Officer.

Sach of the above Divisions and offices wus admin-
istered by an officer, and by olose coordinstion, through the
Expoutive .ssistant and dally staff conferences, the Chief wus

enabled at all times to oxercise the desired supervision with-

out being swamped with the multidudinous details of the Service.




The abolition of the Zomes ¥f France and uid-Zurope
eliminated duplication of administration. For example, burial
records had been kept by the Registration Braneh at the central
office, as well as in the Zonme offices; the work of supply was

aleo duplicated to a cortain extent inm the central and Zone

offices, all of which involved extra poersomnel. This elimi-
nation of Zones, reduction in civiliam and officer ovsrhaad,
rrovided persomnel for other inoreasing activities.

The Zome of Great Britain was not abolished on ac~
count of its geographical isclation, but after the conclusion
of initial operations in the British Isles, the 3Zone activities
were reduced to ome officer and mmall caretaker personnel stae
tioned at Southampton, with the idea of future expansion when
the time for final operations arrived,

The reorganization of the departments of this Service,
in iugust, 1920, resulted in a reduction of at loast one-third
of the overhead expenees snd effected a corresponding increass
in effioiency.

The organisation as adopted in . ugust, 1920, is il-
lustrated in the following Sable:-

\DMIRISTRATIVE DIVISION.

Persommel Branch.

Civilian Persommel Section:
L 8sigmaent and relief of porsommel.
Supervision of payment of salaries, reim-
bursements and allowmnces.
Smployment civilian persommel and fixing

compenaation, except Motor Transpert
employees,




Leaves and discharges,
Exsouting and recording contracts.
Timokeeping and payment Headquarters persomnel.
dilitary rersomnel Sectioa:
Assizmment and relief of officers.
sintenance of officers’ records.

Information Sranch,
Focolving relatives and friends of degeased
members ¢of the American Expeditionary
FoRoes.
Furnishing information and replying to
lsttere of inquiry.

Statisticsl Branch.

vtatistieal section:

Compilution of statistios of operations

and sostae,

Historiosl Section:

Preparation of the History of the £.G.R.:.
Fhotographic section;

A1l efricial photographic work for the Aol WRSS
Drafting Zeetion:

All drafting and mep wOrk £or the A.G.3...

ledlioal Brzaach.
Professional attendsnce for the A.0.R.5.

UPERATIONS DIVISICH.

Fleld Uperations Branch.
Bxhumations.
Transportation of remains to comcentration
points.
Loading of remains on trains at concentration
points,
Forvarding of remaing by convoyer to port.

¥aintenance Branch.
¥aintenance of cemetarics.
Field investigations in ireas.

Registration Branch,

Receipt and check of all authorizations
from Washington.

Forwarding of anthorization to rleld
Uporations Sranah, and supplying the
Administrative Division (Statistieal
Branoh) with necessary information.




Furniehing Haintensnoe Brench with information
Tregarding field investigations, new
locations and re-markings.

Receiving completed Forms froam rield Opera-
tions and uMaintenance Sranches; shecking
same and forwarding necessary dsta,

SUPPLY 4XD TRANSPORTATION DIVISION.

Rail and Yator Transporsation Sranch:
Transportation supplies and. personnel.
Control of Fort Officers and operations at
ports.
Cheoking and voushering railroed, telegraph
and telephone ascounts.

Zotor Transportatiom Aranch:
Operation of all motor transportatiom.
wupply of uotor Transportation persommel.
¥aintenanse and operation of motor repair
dapnrtmnt-
Inspection of motor transportation.

Uupply Branch.
Procurement of supplies by requisition or
by rurohase.
Guarding and upkeep of bulldings in raris,
Cperation of Printing Department.
Operation of Sasles Commissary, raris.

Contracts, Rents and Clalms 3ranch:
Execution of all leoases for rent of realty.
Freparation and inspection of all contracte
for services.

OFFICE CF THE ADJUBAND.
Orders,
Secords.
Cables.
ail.

UFFICE OF TiEs8 INGUSCTUR.

Inspection of cemeteries and field operations.
Jpeelel invastigations.
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OFPICE COF THE FIEARCR GFFICER,
: Disbursements.

UFFICE UF THS PFROP4RTY AUDITOR.
Property auditing.

OFFICE OF THX FRERCH H1SSICH.
Liaison duties.

idministrative Divicion.

To have tha many important details comnected with the
adninistration of the largs number of employees in the Service,
and the wvoluminous cerrecpondence in comnmeotiom with the Informa-
tion Branch givem the supervision of & competent and responsidle
officer, the :sdministrative Division was oreated. To this
Division was also assigned the importsnt matter of compilatiom
of statisties.

The Statistiosl Branch was sreated in order that the
Chief and his staff might the more easily keep in closs touch
with the operations in the field. with this ond 1n view, a
sories of reports was rendered which not only showed the progress
of operations, but included a comparison of the asoomplishments
of each section during stated periods, upon which an estimate
of future produstion could be based. T¢ this Branch was also
delogated the recording of "Costs,” to include all expenditures
made and debts oontracted in Burope in the course of operations,

In addition to Statistics and Gosts, a certain smount

of tho work of the idministrative Division wac nececssarily




allccated to the Statisticsl Branch, including the policies
of foreiga govermments with refsremce to the shipment of bodies
into those ocountries; also ths securing of necessary information
88 L0 the regulations gowsrning seme., It wes 8180 decided that
this 3ramoh should handle all communicsilons with the next of
kin of deceased soldiers residing in Surope, for the purpose of
determining their desires with reference to the disposition to
bs made 0f the remains,

In September, 1921, & further change was made in
the idministrative Division. The dutlies of the Chief of that
Division were consoclidated with thoase of the Sxscutive isesistant

and, in turn, an Administration Branch was oreated within that

Division, consisting of the following sectlons; Finanee,

Statistical, Historiesl, Foreign Case, and Folioy.

The dutles of the idjutant wers 8ls0 asesigned to
the officer in charge of the Administrative Branch and both
offices funsticned under one hasd.

Personnel Hrsnch,

datlors of sssignment and transfer of &ll perscmmel,
both sommissioned and oivilian, were delegated to this Branch.

The comuissioned persommel consisted of officers of
the Regular irmy and those holding amergenoy comaissions who
bhad been om duty with the Graves Beglistration Service in irance




prior to the separation of sush Service from the imerican Rx-
peditionary Forces, in sddition to such officers as were trans-
ferred by the i.:£.F. t0 thisg Service, and others ordered to
Furope from Washington. On iay 1, 1820, the number of oom~
missioned officers on dunty with the Service totaled 77,

This force being entirely inadsquate, the Chief of

the Uervice, on uay ﬂnt; cabled to Washington for additiomsl

commissionsd personnel to meot curreat requirements and to pro-
vide for the extension of the fisid work in thoe Zome of the
Armies, whiah was seheduled to begin on Ueptember 15, 1920,
A large mumber of officers on duty with ths Service held only
amMrgensy oommissions whigh ordisarily would expire on June 30th.
The request was for 1E offloers to roport by August 15th that
they might beo given s courss in fisld training in preperation
for this work,

4% mone of the 15 officers reguired hud reported
in Prance by August 15th, comditions &% to cowrsi:sionsd porsomnel
bocsame very serions, Those 0ffiocors holding temporsry come
missions wers being demoted in grads or gxamined for re-commission.
Some were resigning because cf dewotien to Jurior grades and
others being sepsrated from the Service besause of physical
OoF other disgualification.

Cadled requests for relief frowm this situation re-
sulted in the receipt of insiruciions from the ‘uartermester

leneral to submit a cabled estimate uf officers required after




september 30, 1920, This cable was dispateched om August 29th
and provided for an organization totaling 98 commissioned per-
sonnel. There were on that date on duty with this Service 53
officers of the Regular Army, 20 temporary officers awiting
resuldts of examination for commission in the Regular Airmy;
6 temporary officers who had failed physiocally, and 5 who were
not candidates for commission. By December 1, 1920, the com-
missioned strongth fell gradunally from the already undersized
porsonnel of 84 officers to 67.

subsequent to the organization provided for in the
cable of sugust 23th, there developed a further necessity for
additionsl officers in the field, due to unusual conditions
as to ildentity of remains and the consequent necessity for a
greater amount of work on the part of sommissioned inspectors.
Thirty-nine additional officers were nsked for. A later or-
ganization was provided, as reported in a cable dated December

4th, from the Chief of the uervice to the ‘uartermaster Generul ,

calling for 126 officers, which was the required strength on

#arch 1, 1921. There were 91 commissioned officers on duty
in iugust, 19:1.

After the fleld forces had beem increased, in
anticipation of extensive operations, the civilian persomnel
of this GService consisted of the following employoes:-

United States Contract Xmployees 2956
iooal Contract Smployees 1221

Frenoh Caretakers 356

Temporary Laborers 346
Total 2218




The reduction in July, 1921, of the number of field
sections from ten to eight, owing to a decreazse of exhumation
operations, necessitated the discharge from the Service or
re-assignment of & nusber of American employees, In order to
retain competent imerican persommel in the Service, it became
the polioy to munke & oareful study of the records before the
dischargs of an employee as surplus, and endsavor to re-assign
him according to his prior rating.

Un Hovember <3, 1921, the total number of employees

hud been reduced to 1,634.
Information Sranch.

The Informetion Branch was organized for the reception
of relatives and friends of deceased American soldiers, who had
coma to France to visit the burisl places of their dead and
desired information regarding the location of the graves and
how tc reash the various cemoteries.

This 3ranch also issued location slips, giving data
regarding railroad and motor transportstion and information
eoncerning hotels, cafes, ato.

The eale of offiglal photographs of cemeteries; the
explanation of the significance of grave numbers, serial mumbors
and grave markersj correspondende with rolatives, and liaison

with the Y.' .Ces. i2 oommeotion with the Hostess Houses, were

" u fow of the dutles assigned to the Informution Branch.




Hedical Rranch,

The Hedieal Branch, which began to fumotion Jarusry

1, 1920, wes firet located at ¥o. 7 rue de 7ileitt. The personnel

conaisted of a lMedieanl Gfficer, an ohlisted man of the Medical
Department of the irmy, snd = typist-interprater.

The services of the attending Surgeon were extendod :
to the irmy and eivilisn persommsl of the imerican Graves
Registration tervice, 0ffice of the Militery attache, Faris,
and the Heparutions Commissicne

Inférraries were estedl ishod at Brost, Romegne, i,
Denis aud Bt. Guen, the supplies being furnished by the ittending
Jurgeon and nttendants seleated by him. Aidditionmal aquipment
snd empplies ae needed were given by the imerican Bed Cross
untll they cloead in Paris on December i, 1921, or were Ob~-
tained by local purchase or by roquisition on the Medical
supply Department, :i,7., in Gay Coblens,

Tue office of the attending Physician was moved inm
Aprily 1920, %0 No. 7 rue Quentin-Asuchart and later t0 Ko. 8

ivenue 4'Jena.
Operations Division,

The closely relsted sotivities of the Fisld Cpers-
tion# Branch, the Registration Branch, and the ¥aintenance
Branch, were brought into one Division, under a responsible

Chief, for the purpose of supervision and eoordinntion.




Field Operations Sranch,

4n officer in charge of tne Field Upersations Sranch,
under this now regime, had goneral supervision of all forces in
the field. He organiszed their persomnel, plarmed their Opora-

tions and inspected thelr work.

“he field foroes consisted of the mobile persomnel

sngaged in thoe aotual exhumation work snd preparstion of bodies
for shipment,

4 Fleld Section as organized consisted of the section
Headquarters and the rield Cperations porsonnsl. The former
included the necesssry clerical personnel and the latter con-
sisted of Inspectors (comissioned officers) and operating
£roups. sach group was eomposed of one supervisory tmbalmer,
two Technieal issistants, one Cheoker aund such laborers as
Were necessary.

A vection wez divided into four opersting groups,
oxcept when necessity dermnded a largor nwaber, each under
the gharge of an Inspeotor. “hen two groups worked in ade
Joining plots, trey were dosignuted as Units and pluced in
charge of an Inspeotor.

“he offlcer in charge of s Section wus called
dinstor of Sectiom,” his duties being to supervise all work
pertaining to the removal of bodies and shipments made by

is Section,




The Inspector directed the work of the group or
groups and was present during the preparatiom of all bodies
by his group, and wl_'iﬂod personally all identifications,

The Supervisory Embalmer had techmical supervision
of the group and the Teshnical Assistant aided in the prepara-
tion and disposition of remains.

The Chesksr, who was attached to every group, handled
the identification tags and recorded all data on rForms 114 and
16-i.

Cenvoyers were attached to Section Eeadquarters, at
evacuation points and at the ports. Imelr duties were to cone
Yoy bodies, supplies and important records; to prevent delays,
improper handling, loss or damage in trunsportati on, and to
Secure receipts for sll articles intrusted to their care.

The number of authorisations for shipment of bodies
to the United states increased to such an extont that, in order
to proceed with the work of exhumation as expeditionsly as
possible, it was determined to matorially increase the Fleld
sections, Consequently, the Chief of this Service oabled to
Washington for the necessary number of officers and civilian
persommel. Thess consisted of five captains, for Fleld e~
tion commanders; thirteem first lieutenants, as assiatant
Jeotion commanders; fourteen lieutenants, as wortuary in-

spectors, three captains for concentratiom point officers;

three lieutenunts, «s aseistant port officers; one lieutenant




for truek company commander, and the following number of
oivilian personnel; tventy-four supervi 0Ty embalmers, forty-
eight techmloal assistants, end six male stemographers.

“hen the Zome of iiid-Zurcpe was discontinued on
sugust 31, 1920, the work in Belgium and Germany was trans-
ferred to the Operations Division, and on Ootober 19th the
fiold forces in Jreat Sritain were transferred to Frunce. The

Field Operations Sranch then handled all exhumstions made in
France, Boicim. Luxembourg, Germany and Italy, and later those
of Great Britain; thus merging under one Chief, Branches which

formerly required several administrative heads,
Registration Branch,

The Registration Sranch, which became & part of the
Gper#ziona Divts:on under the reerganization, took over all the
burial records and casuslty lists formerly carried by the Zone
of ¥ranse. This Branch them kept all records pertaining to the
American dead in Zurope, showing the location and status of
bodles at all times; transmitted all authorisations to the field
for shipment to the United States; bandled all eancellations of
anthorisations, and kept a complote directory of cemeteries,
adding those newly discovered and striking off those abandoned.
it also initiated rorms Ne. 114 for bodies destined for a foreign
sountry; prepared Forms No. 11l4-i for bodles to be comcentrated
inte Perzsnent American Cemeteries in Frence; attended to sll




-16-

changes of inseription, and took charge of all special requests
and correspondente with Washington in resard to the verification

of records.
Maintenance Branch.

The Uaintenance Branch supervised the mlnt_nmo
of cemoteries, and for this purpose there were oreated eoleven
Areas in France, and the Areas of Grsat Britain, Belgium and
Germany; an officer kmown as "Area Supervisor’ was plsced in
sharge of eash. He was principally concerned with the physiscal
upksep and condition of the varions cemetories within his Area}
location of unregistored graves; exhumations from isolated
graves for concentration and identification; the nessssary
shanges of insoription on crosses; the disposition of grave
markors after exhumation for shipmemt to the United itutes,
and the making of special investigations,

inintenance ceased to functiom as a Branch on June
30, 1921, and was incorporated with the Registratiom Branch,
under one officer, as a Lection.

Areas No. 5, 7, 11 and Belgiuwm were abolished on
Cstober 15, 1921, the remaining cemstories in those Areas being
transferred to Area No. 3. Area No. 9 was closed Fovember 10th,
all cometeries included therein having been wacated,

On December 1, 1921, the only irsas operating were
fos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8, the two latter continmuing to function
under one head.
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Supply and Transportation Division.

In order to coordinate the activities of usupply, and
iail, ¥ater and Motor Transportation, these activities, which
were closely related, were brought together under one Chief,

The activities of this Division were divided into
four Branshes: Rail snd Water Transportation, liotor Transporta-

tion, supply, and Contraats, Rents and Clasims,
Rail and “ater Transportation Branch.

This Bransh was charged with thc. handling of all ship-
ments of supplies and bodles incident to the operations of the
Service. 4ll tranlportatm. telograph and telephone aceounts
were audited therein and passed for poymeat.

Plans for disposition of caskets and supplies upom
arrival from the United Utates and evaguation of bodies to ports
for shipment to New York were made in this Branch, Another
asotivity assigned t¢o this 3ranch was the respomsibility for the
delivery of bodies of Amorican dead to noarest of kin residing
in Zurcope. This Branch also had supervision of Railheads in
the fileld which were established to meet the requirements of
the operating forces.

¥Yive Railheads, funotioning under the jurisdietion
of the Rail and Vater Transportationm Branch, were opened for
the reception of bodlies, during the three months bveginhing

Fovember, 1920, Three of these Rallheads were closed im April,




1921, one in June and the last one in July.

Forts were established for the receipt of sapplies from
the United states and for the storage of bodies ammiting ahip~-
ment to the United itates, & Port Officer veing in charge of
8ach.

As the work of returning the bodies to the Imited

vtates lossened and the necessity for meking trainlosd ship-
ments from various places in France ceased to exist, the dis-
contimnance, in iugust, 1921, of the Rail and Water Transporta-
tion Branch was effected. It, thereaftor, funotioned us a
section, with ome principal clerk, under the Supply Officer.

Motor Transport Branch.

-‘m{l Branoh was conternsd with the maintenance and
upkeep of all motor trasmportation; the employment of chauffeurs,
mochanics and other workmen; the oporatiom of the Headquartors
garage, the Overhaul Fark, Heserve Fark and repalr shops at
Ste Uuen, and the produsction, overhauling and rehabilitati on of
vehicles.

A oommissioned officer was detaliled as uaintenance
Officer, to insrease the efficlensy at the Service Fark, whlch
was eotablished at 5%. Denis, 7his park was organized for the
purpose of relieving the shops of a vast amount of repaly work
which was dally scoumlating.




Supply Branch.

Upon this Branch, whioch was administered by the Sapply

Officer, «ﬁlnd the important respomsidility of furnishing

supplies to tho various activities of the Service which were
scattered over the British Isles, Bolgium, Luxembourg, cccupied
Jermany snd France. 4ll supplies received from the United States
vere placed in storage at various depots administered by the
supply Offioer, and shipped at the proper tims to points designated,
Purchase of supplies not shipped from the United States were made
by the Purshasing Leotiom of this Branoh; the Supply Officer alee
cperated the Sales Commissary, performed the duties of salvage
Officer, administered the raris Lorgue, supervised the uplmep
and administration of buildings and grounds im raris and 5%t. Ouen.
The Contrzete, Rents and Claims Branch remained in the
Jupply and Zransportation Division until September, 1921, when
it was transferred to the newly organiszed Cemetorial Construction

Division,.

Pormanent Cemetorial Comstrustion Division.

To provide a suitable administrative force for the
work of roarrangement of the permanent cemeterial sites, to oon~
form with the revised plans of the Fine Arts Commission, a
Permanent Cemeterial Construstion Pivision, with an officer in
charge, was organised on iugust 15, 1921, To¢ the new Division
wad transferred the Contrascts, Remts and Claims Branch formerly




included in the Supply and Tramsportation Division.

The advantages of combining Fermanent Cemeterial Con-~
struotion with Contracts, Rents and Claims under a single head
were apparont since much of the comstruction work was dependent
upon contracts, and the acquisition of the ground invelved
negotiation, which was ome of the functions of the Comtracts,
Eents and Claims 3ranch, 5y combining these two astivities,
the proper cocordimation in the acquisition of ground and the
commencenent of work were assured.

The importance and scope of this new Division were so
apparent that it was considered advisable to appoint a commission-
ed assistant to the Chief of the Division. 0 accomplish this
without adding another officer to the .ervice, it was decided
to further modify the organisation of the staff and, by incor-
porating the dutles of Adjutant with those of the idministrative
Division, another officer wus made available. He was appointed
assistant to the Chief of the Pormanent Cemetarial Comstrustionm
Division.

The mew Division as oreated was divided into two |
Branches, namely; Constructiom Sranch and the Contracts, Rents ‘
and Claims Sranch. A small administrative section, somsisting |
of the Chief Clerk and stenographer, was creatad for the purpose

of distributing, checking and filing correspondence and main-

tenance of necessary persommel records.




Constraction Braneh.

T™he functions of this Brench were twofold; the first,
the development into dstalled working plans of the general out-
lines for permanent cemsteries prepared by the Fine Lrts Com=
mission. The desizns of this Commission indicated the ideal
ploture to de produced em the sites selosted for permanemt
cematorieos., Im originating the landscape drawings it was im-
Prasticadle to obtain, in the 1imited time, acourats and de~

the configuration of the ground. In producing detailed working
Plans 1t was necessary first to make acourate surveys. These
surveys wers ths work of the Engineering Seotion of the Con-
strustion Zranch,

The second funotion of the Construction Sransch
Primarily oomcerned landesspe architecture. The surveys having
been prodused by the Engineering Section, the :irchitectural
Seotion then had to produce the detailed grading and parking
Plans which sust be utilized to produce on the ground the astual
landscape pioture portrayod in the designs of the Fine .rts
Commission.

The ameunt of work involved in the Propurstion of
these plans was large, since the outline of grading, sonstruction
of walks, roads, water-systens, gates, fences and momuments had
to be workad up and approved and, in addition, provision had to

be made for removing and replacing top e0il. The rlanning of




all these astivities was essential in order that engineering
and architecture should be combined and coordinated. Frogress
charts and work reports, as well as cost asscunting, were in-
augurated under this Branch when construction work was sotually
started.

Contrasts, Rents and Claims Branch.

The Contracts, Rents and Claims 3ranch, which was
transferred from the Supply and Pransportation Division to the
Permanent Cemstorial Construction Branch on iugust 15, 1921,
transaoted the payment of all bills fuor leases, rents, telephone
and other utilities., It prepared all contracts, leases and
agreements for public utilities and services in connecti on with

operations. It investigated and settled, in accordance with

french law, all porsonal injury claims against this Service,

and investigated all wvehicular claims arising from accidents
in commection with motor transportation of this Service.

This Branch had charge of all matters pertaining
to the aoquisition of property; the vouohering and payment for
all temporary occupations in the field and damages in commeotion
therewith; for all sorvices in comnedtion with exhumations and
reburials and contreots for labor at ports and railheads. It
also made the investigation and payment of olaims arising out

of operations.




Finance Office.

The Finance Officer was responsible for all disbursements
pertaining to this Service. e peld for all supplies purchased
and all services engaged by the imerican Grawves Registration
service throughout France, England and Belgium, and for that par-
pose Jeotion Masters and other ¢fficers were appointed us Agent
Officers to disburse funds as his Fepresentative. 4ll disburse~
ments of the imerican Graves Registration Service were made from
one fund which was keopt in bulk for sush usoe

The clerical force of the Finance Office consisted of
one civil service clerx and sixtesn ocivilian employces of the

Quartermaster Corps who were engaged solely on finsnce work,

Property Auditor.

The office of the property ;uditor was made necessary
by the inauguration with the Graves Registration Service, on
July 31, 1920, of the Property iAceounting system presoribed by
Var Department Cireular No. 131, December 10, 1918, ™we office
was originally organised and functioned as an independent unit
under the super¥ision of the Exscutive Officer.

The new Property icoounting system placed the funmsctions
of the Froperty iuditor under the eontrol of the Finance Office,
80 that as soon as the organisation of the office was complete,
& recommendation was made that the Property Auditor for the
Graves Registratiom Service be transferved to the supervision




of the Fimance Officer in Paris. Yar Departmemt anthority
having been sesured by prargraph 3, Cablegram No. 591, Ostober
4, 1920, the changs was immediately effected.

Office of the Frensh liissicn.

The French iiission, under the direction of two officers
of the French Army, coatimued to funotiom in liaison with French
suthorities and this Service. imong the more important matters
undertaken were relations with the Frenoch Graves Registration
Service and the Mayorsof the French commmnes, to obtain the
alloeation of required ground, purchase of land, eto. During
the past year, 1921, the sphere of action of this iission becams
wider by reason of the operations of exhumation and transportation
of bodies to the United States, and conmcentration in Permanent
American Cemetories.

In this comnection, the traging of graves of missing
American soldiers in the various communes was taken up and suc-
cessfully accomplished; aleo, matters relating to American soldiers
buried by French Sanitary Units, whose graves had not been pre-
viously located, were taken up by the French uission with the
Frengch Minlstry of rensions,

Liaison was also effected through this Mission with

Frenoch authorities during exhumation activities in arranging for

hire of motor cars and purchass of material therefor; securing
local labor: obtaining sremeh authorisation for exhumations and




tranpportation; sorrespondense with local reilroad companies,
and relations with all departments of the French Government

with whieh this Service had dealings.




CHAPTER 11,

GANZRAL POLICIES.

isocording to the general policy, as presoribed by the
sSecretary of War, this Service was oharged with the exhumation,
preparation and shipment of imerican dead duried in Zurope;
thess dutles to be carried out in a dignified snd reverent manner,
oxpeditiously, and with as little publioity ms possible. To
prevent misleading and inacourate statements relative to the
work appearing in the publie Fress, all officers and personnel
connected with the imerican Graves Registration Service were
caationed against making any statements, verbal or written, per-
taining to the operations other than those msde through the
regular official channels, This pertained to the office per~
sonnel as well as the fleld forces.

The commlssion of Fine irts and the “ar lomorials
Counsil appointed dy the Sesretary of wWar for the purpose of
arranging final plans for the establishment of Fermanent imerisan
Cemotories, decided, in Hovember, 1920, that no memorisl should
be placed in permanent imerican military cemetories unless the
designs submitted and the sites proposed were approved by the
War Memorials Counoil, the Juartermaster General and the
oecretary of varj; and that individuals and organizations be
advised not to solisit or accept contributions for such mevorials

prior to governmental approvsl. This course was takem to avoid
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duplications, prevent laok of symmetry in monumentation, and
to utidise the best artistis advice awiladble to the Counmell,
Consideration wns given to appeals for the retention
of varicus cemetsries in Surope in addition to those which were
already designated for permanent use, but it was considered that
sush sotion would furnish precedent for many other appesls and
the ccnsequent extension of future cbligations beyond the rea-
sonable bounds of proper maintenance. The Counsil st that time
adhered to its former decision in favor of but four Permanent

Cemetories on the continent of Burope: Suresnes, Bomegns, Sellsau

7oods and Somy, all loeated in regions where ;inerican trecps were

engaged. Omne Permanent Cemetery, 3rookwood, was sstablished near
londom for the repuvee of imericans who died in Great Britain
while en route to the fromt,

Surgsnes, on the cutskirts of Faris, was soleoted with
& view W perpetuating :merican treaditions in estadlishing
Kational Cemeteries in most advantageous and idesl situations,
Suresnes is laid out cn a broad, summy platesu umder the proe
teoting brow of a wooded hill orowned by the extensive buildings
of a Fremoh military post. The entire fromt of the burizl ground
is bordered by 3oulevard George iashington, which is lined with
angient trees and well-trimmod hedges, beyond whish oan be seen
the charming villas of Suresnes, the river Seine flowing through
the valley below and, still further in the distance, the green

stretshes of the 3ois de Soulogne and the spires of rFaris.




Romagne, the largest American cemetery in France,
murks the sestion of the Brisulles ~Romagns-sous-iontfauson-
Grandpre seotors where the imerican troops met with most studborn
resistanse. The furious attacks of these fresh, enthusiastic

Divisiona finally routed the enemy and resulted in the capturse

of one of the most important and cherished seotions of the German

front, being the key point to the liesieres-iedan-iets Rallroad
and the Briey irom regions.

Belleau ¥Woods, the permanent cemetery in the Alsne-
Marne sector, was establishad olose to Belleau woods, where
soldiers and marines made common history, to the glory of
Amorican ideals and traditions,

Bony, situated in a treeless area in the north of
Franoe, where Sritish and iAmerican troops fought shoulder to
shoulder, was the soene of aggressive and desperate fighting.
The cemetery serves as a memorial to the spirit of imeriocan
courage, which conquered in the face of all the elements of
shell eraters, the entangled meshes of barbed wire, and machine
gun oross fire., The stubborn assault went forward, step by
step, day and night, for fourteen days, until all the formidabdle
objectives were finally taken.

%hile the policy of comcentratiom of the imerican
dead in a oomparatively few cemeteries seemed both expedient
and desirable, it becams & question whether s0 small a number

a8 five would be satisfactory. The British Graves Registration
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Service had decided no bodies of British soldiors would be returned

homs, and it wmas their policy to maintaim a cemetery wherever forty

or more bodies were interred, thus necéssitating more than three

thousand burial places, involving a proportionately high cost of
maintenante and Gare.

This policy would have beem impossidle for the imerican
Government to have carried out because of the great distanges in-
volved and the large force necessary for upkeep.

ifter careful considsration of the subject, howevor, the
War Department, in .ugust, 1921, decided to inerease the number of
permanent cemeteries to eight, the new ones being Fere-sn-Tardenois,
Thiausourt and vaereghem in Belgium.

The historisal interest whish contered around Fere-en-
Tardencis was ereated through the counter-offensive by imerican
Divisions which, driving through Fere-on-Tardencis snd Flemes,
forced the German retreat beyond the Vesle and resulted in one of
the most complete and significant viotories of the war.

Thisusourt was selected for the site of n permanent ceme-
tery to preserve the historical importance of the St. iuihiel offen-
8ive and the ultimate collapse of tho Cerman forces. The town of
Thiawsourt was on the battle lime and comstantly under fire. it
was finally captured by imeriscan troops and 3,000 German priscners
were taksm, with 92 pleces of artillery and great depots of supplies.

“aereghem commemorates the spirited advance made by the
two :merican Divisions sent in Ootober, 1918, to assist the 6th
Frenth .rmy in Belgium. The enemy wae driven across the Zseaut

River and forced to evacuate Upitaals Bosschem snd ;udemards.




Om August 8, 1921, the Searetary of Var set a new

designation upon certain permanent cemeteries. The following

becams the official nomenclature for Permanent American Ceme~

teries in Zurope, and the eventual number of burials in sach:-
014 Desismation How Designation Graves
Romagne leuse~Argonne 14,826

Belleau vwoods Lisne=linrne
Bony SOmme

Fere~en~Tordomois Olse-iimne
Thisncourt ite dihlel
Suresnes Suremes
srookwood Brookwood ;
Jaereghem Flanders Fleld
32,361
It was originally propoced to somcentrate at Curesnes
all the burizls in the Zome of the Interior, whers a capasity
of 4,200 had been plammed, This number had to be decreased
to 1,583 to meet the demands of the new policy sdopted in
May, 1921, of placing the orossos two meires apart. The ground
procurable at Suresnes was limkted, 0 the remainder of the
bodies in the Zone of the Intericr were authorized for inter-
ment at Alsne-iiarne and Ulse-ilsne.
Almne-ilarne (Bellean Voods) and Oise-iisne (Fere-en-

Tardsncis) Cemeteries were to be the final resting places of

the men who fell in the vioinity of Chsteau-Thicrry in operaticns

during the summer of 1918, and were t0 roceive a part of the
exoess burisls in the Zone of the Interior, which could not
be consentrated into Suresnes. The bodios of imsricans who

feoll on the british fromt and in the operations at Cantigny,




were t0 Do finally laid to rest in the Soume Cemetery. Those

who fell in the lMeuse~irgomne and St. Mihiel offensives, and a

few who were buried in the extreme northeasterm part of the
Zons of the Interior, would lie in the Meuse-irgomne snd St.
Mihiel Cemeteries.
The War Department having pledged 1tself to care
fittingly for those bodies which the relatives desired to rest
in the Flelds of licnor, the Commission of Pine Arts proposed
a plan for the perpetual beautification of imerican cemeteries,
with ample grounds, to provide sufficient spase for each grave.
irtistico approsches, uniform hesdstones of marble, the plant-
ing of treea umu:_tthnomtmmtho roads leading to

the nearest towns and villages, were a part of the decorative
features oontemplated in the development of these burial aress.
In addition to the thousands of men who were killed

in the United States Airmy, there were also a large number of
Americans who fell fighting in Allled forces. These lattoer
men, a3 3 rule, were buried by the Armies with which they
fought, but this Service received many reqiests from the near-
est 0f kin to return the bodies to the United States with
those who served with the American colors.
A% the time these requeats first came in, this

Service had mo authority to ssquiesce, consequently the Chief

addressed a commniocation to Washington for a decision. The

reply came that the ourrent appropriation, "Dispesition of




Hemains, authorised the return home, at Government oqmuﬁ.
of the resmaines of imerican citizens who died in the Service
of the allied irmies, contingent upon the comsent of tho govern~
ments condermed. The War Department required that a formsl re=-

quest in each case be made t0 the ‘martermaster Gemeral in

washington, who in turn notified this Service as t0 the dis-

position of t:.e body.
Uniform Headstones.

The Council concluded there wenld be no variation
in the govermmental headstonss approved for American graves,
save in the individual inseriptions now authorized by statute
and regulations, or necessary to indicate service in the .rmy,
Ravy or iarine Corps; except that there may be plsaced within
the rosetio at the head of eash stoms, an emblem of religiocus
faith, to differentiate Christian and Jowish dead, such as a
eross or the "Star of David.”

The VWar Department decided that the Allled soldier
doad in Permanent Amsrican Cemeteries could remain where burisd
unless request was made for the removal of the body. If not
removed, ths United States Govermment provided a standard head-
stone, the ¢ost being assumed by the comntry of which the de-
ceased was a subjeet.

roreign ocivilians who dled in the service of the

United tates Army and were buried in Permanent imerican Ceme-
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teries were allowed to remain there, and uniform headstones
wers furnished by the American Govermment.

Amorican graves left permanently in non~Amsrican
cemsteries in Eurcpe have, or will eventually have, headstomes
provided by this Service, according to British or other matiocnal
design. This setion was authorised by a deeision of the ar
Department in iarch, 192].

British Dead in Amerisan Cemeteries,

During the eonoentration operations, it was the policy
of this Service to transfer British dead from temporary imeriocan
cemeteries to any point the 2ritish Var Graves Comaission might
designate, provided same was not wore thaa 100 kilometres from
the place of burial,

It vas necessary in most cases, however, where there
wore British dead, to leave the graves in the cemetery, re-
grouped in a tidy condition, enclosed wherever possible, as
the British Commission was not empowered to authorise the re-
moval of British bodles, and the prooedurs for ocbiaining per-
mission t0 exhume and concentrate the remains of British soldiers

consumed mnaoh time.
Exhumations and Transfers.

i8S far as possible, the person designated by the

soldier as the one to be notified in case of emergency was in-




formed of the locatiom of the grave. Since that motification
many changes in grave looations have been mads, t0 sscure more
thorough identification and better maintenance of the graves.
Transfers of bodies were effeoted only at the instance of the
French Government, which required concentrations by all the
Allied Armies. The stress of battle was responsible for many
poorly located cemsteries and thousands of wnmarked or unidenti-
fied graves, which caused many bodies to be exhumed and oonoen-
trated into other cemeteries. The interested psrsons were in-
formed, wherever possidble, of these changes.

During the returm of bedies to the Umited states from

all parts of Europe, exhumations were made as proapni as con-

ditions and the reverent handling of the dead would permit. In
some instances requests from nearest of kin for the delivery of
bodies to the United States were received after those bodies
had been conoentrated into permanent cemeteries.

Yhen authoriszations were roceived by this Service
after the fleld forces had completed the operation of returning
the dead from s particular cemetery to the United States, no
sotion was taksn on those late requests until the time when
field parties returned to that locality for the purpose of oon-
centrating the bodies into permanent cemeteries. This ruling
did not apply to those cases where the matter of identification
wae in doubt and the solutiop of vhich was under considerati on

by the Board of Review, whose proceedings were forwarded to




sashington for final assction; in these csses, in the event the

jdentification was established, & mobile group was sent to the

cemsteries in question to exhume those bodies, which were then ;,
moved by motor transportation to the nearest established rall- "

head.

Greuping.

when the work of concentration within the permsnent

cemeteries began, the question of re-arrangement of the graves

was taken up. Certain theories were advanced that officers

|
 ghould be placed in separate plots; that the ~Unimowan” should ||}
occupy a separate seotion; that a section of one particular
cemotery should be set apart solely for the burial of fallem
aviators, eto,
It was determined that the poliey for reburiale adopted
in November, 1920, would be adhered to, 1.0., that no attempt 'is
would be made to group the bodies according to organisations or ‘
to reserve plots for commicsionsd officers. The segregation of
the uninown dead was deemed advisable, to expedite possible !
future oxaminations to detormine identity, and also that the ‘
sections or plots for the uninowm dead would be adjacent to ll
the sections of the kmown burisls. i
The poliey relative to the burial of civilian dead it

was to reintor them in ssparate plots in the permanent cemstories,




Preparation of Bodlies.

In preparing bodies for concentration into Permanent
Asmerican Cemeteries, the same poliocy was pursued as in the case
of those shipped to the United States, the remowal being covered
by specal Form Ko. llé=-i and Form 16-i.

7he bodies of foreign dead moved from imerican military
cemeteries to French communal or military cemeteries were pre-
pared for bdurial in a blanket and reburial box and sent by

motor truck,
Conditions of Deliverys

After repeated attempts had been made by the nearest
of kxin or their agents $0 obtain possession of bodies buried
in surcpe, it was decided that such delivery would not be made
until the operations for retura of bodies to the United States
in the cemetery concerned had been ocompleted - such dellvery
t0 be made for the following purpuses, vis: first, for trans-
portation to the United States at priwate expense; second, for
transfer to permanent burisl plase in French communal or per-
manent cemsteries other than imerican cemeteries; third, for
ths retention of the remsins in thelr original resting place.
If tranefer was requested for the purpose of having bodies
remain in their original resting place, this Service declined
to relinguish control of the grave until that cemetery had

been completely evacuated.




e nearest of kin was reguired to have a letter of
authority from the Chief, imerican Graves Registration service,

to take custody of the body and to aceomplish a receipt for the

remains, whioch was filed with the recourds of this Service. The
above letter, with two extra copies, was presented to the Chief,
Frenoh iilssion, who obtained the necessary authorisations from
the Frefet and Hayor concernsd, for the oxhumation and trans-
portation of the remmins. In case of leaving remeins undisturbed,
the applicant was informed of the conditions necessary for the
acquisition of the permanent plot of ground,

If transfer of custody of remains was made while the
field forces were operating in the vicinity of the cemetery,
the exhumation and preparation of the body wers performed by
this Service. In other cases, the exhunations were made under
the supervision of the .irea Supervisor; the nearest of kin
supplying the undertaker and labor and defraying all expenses
in connection thorewith.

At the request of the nearest of kin or duly su-
thorized agent, this Service furmished a standard casket and

a shipping case to receive these remains upon exhumation.

French Cemeteries.

The evacuation of bodies from the temporary imerican
cemotaories at the beginning of exhumatione for ouncentration

caused & large amount of correspondence with the French iinistry




of Pensicns. The disposition of the non-—imerican dead, wpea
the adandomment of the temporary cemeteries, was s questiom to
be determined by the French Government.

In order to allow the American Graves Registrationm
Service to clear completely the ground occupied dy the imerisan
military cemeteries, the Ministry of Pensions of the Frenmsh
Republic gave full suthority for the exhmmtion of the bodies
of a3l allled soldfors and mon-imerican oivilian employees, and
their reburial in Premch military cemeteries. The bodiss which
wore originally buried in cormmnsl cemeteries were allowed to
remain there, if the noarest of kin thould make sush request,
but the Fremoh Govermmsnt zdhered to its poliey of allowing no
new buriale without specisl arrangements with the dayor of the

COmmiNiQ.
Concsutrations.

Concentrations into permanent cemetorigs or Fields
of Honor in Zurope were effected In ascordance with a plan based
on geographlocal location of the temporary cemeteries in relation
to the designated Fields of Homor. Tha only exceptions authorised
wors those remsins of blood relatives, whish, upon application,
of the families concerned, were placed in ths same parmanent
cemetery. '

this poliey wmas oppozed by certain relatives who de-
sired to have the remains of military dead tranmsferred to a




permanent cemetery of their owm selection. This matter became
the subject of extended correspondence. For instance, the near-
est of kin of a deceased soldier would request that the comcen-
tration be effected into the permanent cemetery at Suresnes, while
the adopted plan of concentration provided for permanent interment
in iime-larne Cemetery. An attempt to comply with requests of
relatives in this respect was considered impracticable, involving,
as it would, considerable transportation and movement about Fransce.
The question of comcentration into permanent Fields of Honor, it
was thought, should be decided on the dasis of the shortest haul
and economy of operation.

Had all the requests for conscentration into certain
Flelds of Homor been granted, it would have resulted in many
diffioulties of transportation gnd overorowling.

It wms finally decided that each case would de con=-
sidered by the Quartermaster General on its merits, and that
those presenting soms gpecial and important reason would be
made the exseption,

The guestion also was raised as to how the ground
space and ultimate upkeep wonld be provided after concentra-
tions of foreign dead into French cemeteries were effected.
It was presumed that the Frenoh Govermment would necessarily
provide, free of charge, the ground space for the bodies of
German prisoners of war, for, under the provisions of the

Treaty of Versdilles, the signatories were bound t0 main-
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tain the graves in the respective countries comcerned. It was
anderstood that, 1f the imerican Govemwment paid for the remowval
of those bodies from purely .merican cemeteries to losal Fremch
cemsteries, the expenses of this Service would cease whem the
removsl operations bad been completed, and that the French would
Xeop up sush graves thereafter ss they wuld their own. The
Fronoh Government assured this Service there wuld be no further
responsibility on the part of the United Statos Government for
the graves of the non-imerican dead.

The Cuartermaster Genersl, upon recommendation of this
Service, authorised the expense attached to the removal to the
nearest Fronoh communal or military cemetery, in redburial boxes
and blankets, of such foreign soldiers or ¢ivilian:dead as re-
mained in the cemetery abandoned by reason of the removal of

all imericsn dead,

Isolated Graves.

The existence of isolated graves, partioularly in
localities vhere purely imerican cemeteries were evacuated by
reason of the concentiration of the :merican dead into permanent
cemeteries in France, was not looked upon with faver by the
French Govermment, as the origimsl owners desired to regain
possession of their lands, The United States Government also
desired to obviate the possidbility of such graves being lost
or improperly cared for in future years.

Under date of ipril 1, 1920, the Fremch ilinistry of

Pensions ammounced through its Graves Registration Service that




bl

{f the nearest of kinm desired a body to remaim in its present
resting place after ths imerican cametery had been evaguated,
the relatives must purdhase the plet of ground where the bedy
lay, and securs from the M¥ayor of the commune tho necossary
suthorization for the grave to remain thare.

Therefore, in all cases =here the nezrest of kin de-
gired & body %¢ remzin undisturded iz an ivericsn cemstery waisch
had tC be evacuated by this Service, the United States War De-
partment notified such nearest of kim that this request eculd
be entertained only upon the adote conditioms. The body had
to be eithay concentrated into & Porxansnt imerican Cemetery
in France, or transforrod to an adjacent Frenoh military or
Frensch commmal cemetery. In transferring bodies to a French
oommmeal cemetery, the nearest of kin wae requirsd to make the
necessary arrangsusnts with the losal offisials for perpetual
burisl rights and upksep of the grave.

Amarican greves in the United Iingdom were cared
for by the Eritish Govermwant in oases Whisre the hody had not
Pesm remcved from its originsl burisl plase and had not been
transferred to the Peraanwent imarican Cemstary.

Tha nasrost 2f kin was respousibla for the maintenance
¢f all graves in Francs outsida of Fermanent Azorlsan Cemsterles

end Prench military cemotoriss. In the latter cacs the Fremsh

Govarmaant agrosd %0 furnish parpetunl burlal rights.

|




“Do Not Disturd” Csses.

In the correspondence relating to the eomcentration of

bodies into permanent cemeteries, certain phreses were sadopted

to designate the disposition of remains. The tern, 70 be re-
o turned to the United States,” signified that the relatives had

requested the return of the body of the lats soldier to the

United 5tatess 7The phrase “"Fot to be returned,” was used in

cases where relatives had reguested the remsins be not returned
home, but were willing to have same removed to s Permanent
American Cemetery abroad. Do not disturbd” eignified that
relatives had requested the remains be not removed from the
place whers buried, either for return to the United States op
reburial in a Permanent Buropean-:imericsn Cemetory.

The notation “"1o not distupd- applied %o cases of
bukials in cemeteries in the United Kingdom, in French maniei-
pal or permsnent French military cemetories, or in permansnt
British military cemeteries. In such cases, the nesarest of
kin making the request that the remains be not disturbed was
advised that the body would be left in ite prosent resting
place subject to the care and custody of the said relative, |
upon whom thon devolved all future responsibility for the care :‘I i
of the grave, ’

“hen temporary imerican cemeteries were sbout to I
be abandoned, it was the policy of this Service to send & form
letter, as below, stating the conditions upon whioh the bedy




might be left in 1ts present resting place:-

"1t has now developed that all other remains
of decessed soldiers buried in the same cems tery
as your late son will be removed for burial in a
Permanent imerican Cometery, whish will result in
the grave of your som being isolated, and, as the
Goverzment of the United States cannot then assume
respoasidbility for future care of the grave, it
will be nesessary for you to relieve the Govermment
from further care and agres to assume all responsi-
bility.

"This action has been necessary in order to
plase isolated graves in Zurope om the same footing
as the private graves in the United States, and it

will be seen that it would be next to impoasible to
oare for & vast number of graves scattersd over

2urope.

"if, however, you would sew be willing to have
the remains removed and the body placed in & Perma-
nent American Cemestery, this actionm will be taken
st&onmtmummmumw
for at the expense of the United States Govermment.”

Among the cablegrams received from Washington gliving '
the deerires of the nearest of kin regarding the disposition of
bodies, there have been instances where those resting in perma-
nent cemeterial sites were 1listed under the caption of "Do mot
disturb.' Inasmuch as the plans adopted for permanent cemeteries
oontemplated that graves would be plased six feet apart and
that the gensral plan of the permanent sites would be changed,
it becane evident that the instructions not to disturd a parti-
cular body could not be literally carried out. Furthermore,

it was contemplated that every body interred in a permanent

site would be placed in a redurisl casket, s0 that, strietly




speaking, tnls could not be scoomplished without the disturdanes
of the remains.

%0 ooZnisance, therefors, could be takan 0f the ex~
pression “De not disturbd” in the cases of dodies in the cemetoriss
which were t¢ be permanent, but they wore considared in tho same
category 88 any other bodles resting there, namely, that ulti- |
mately they would be plné“ in & reburiasl casket and reinterred
s0 as to conform w&.tﬁ the genersl plam adopted for the perma~
nont slte.

in the cases of bodies in French or British cempteries
eoncerning which requests had been received not %o disturd, the
poliey of this Service was not to plase such bodies in reburial
cagkets, oF to disturd them in any Wway, axoept when & qaestion
arose as to the idemtity of & particular body. In this con-
nsation, however, the French Government abandoned many of its
military cemetories in the pattle area by reason of concentrating
the graves into larger sites, 80 that 1f {n the futuse an in-
stance should arise where the body of an American is lying in
ons of those cemeteries to be evasuated, it will likewise have
to be removed becauss of the objection of the French Government
to the existense of isolated graves.

The question of the disposition of & Do not disturd”
body in a purely Americen cemetery that was to be avandoned

then had to be decided. The French Govermment did not obligute

itself to provide additional burial spsce for sach bodles in

e T




the Frensh scmwamal cemeteries. et was & matter that had to

be takem up by the relatives themselves with the loesl anthori-

ties. The Frensh Govermment did, however, provide burisl space

{n the nearest Frenmch milltary cematery whenever transfer wes
desired. mwstofﬂnnlthmuqumumimm

affidavit releasing the United States Jovernment from future

maintenance of the grave.
Another point in guestion was in the cases where bodies

were buried in an imerican plot of a French commnal cemetery,
or in an extension to sush a cemetery, which were requested %o
be left undisturbed, The ifrmh Government's polisy was to
_oomntnto the bodies in the commmal cemetery proper, in order
to obviate the necessity of purchasing the additiomal land in

which the bodies were located.
%1tk reference to burials of "Do not disturb" cases

in an imorican plot pertuining to & Frenoh communal cemetery,
it was decided, om Leptember 8, 1921, that where such plot was

located within the permanent limits of the comunal cemetery,

those bodies should be left undisturbed. In case the imerican

plot was situated outside the limits of the communal cemetery

and was set aside exolusively for the burial of American dead,

such plots were treated as temporary American cemeteries and

"Do not disturb” cases therein, where the relatives had not

acquired title to the ground on which the grave was located,

were concentrated in a Permanent American Cemetery.




Identifications,

The operating seotions were advised of the necessity

of sbsolute identity of remains im all cases and were cautioned l
to use every possible means to fulfill this requirement. | :’

Owing to the perplexing oomditions in which cemteries i
wers found in the Zome of the Armies at the commencement of
operations in the latter part of 1920, it wes decided that mo 1
exhumations would be made except those designxted by Form No. 114 it |

and when necessary for purpose of identificationm, irregularities
in burial being evident and identities questioned.

Prenching, whaich signified the removal of all earth
from certain rows, was tolerated only when necessary to clear

up existing disorepancies, in which case it could only be ag-

complished in a minimm degree. The extent of the trenshing

snd the necessity for it were decided by the Master of Section.

In all cases where bodies were exhumed for purposes of identi-
fication and for which no Forms Ho. 114 existed, they were re-
Bodies S0 exhumed and re-

buried and Forms Ko, 16-A exeented.
buried were concentrated in a suitable plet.
In many cases the identificati on was o imperfect

that the demtal chart becams the deolding factor. It was the

policy of this Service to use the dental chart gemerally for

the purpose of furnishing corroborative evidense rather than
primery evidense upom which identifications were either son-

firmed or denied.




In the case of bodies buried in hermetically sealed
caskets, where identification had been fully established, it
nomldﬂm-mtoopumumt or to prepare the

teoth chart or Form Ne. 16=4s
Disposition of Remains.

A considerable number of eonflisting claims in the
disposition of remains of imerican military dead were received
from divorced parenmts. In some cases the decree of divorce
awarded the custody ofnﬂmoﬂuumormowof

the persnts. In others, mo such sward had been mads., This

w8 of no legal Walue in determining to which of the contest-

ing divoresd parents, custody of the remains should be giwven,

for the reason that the deceased having been of military age,

the law recognised his rignt of seleotion &s between the

parents. The age Was, by comon law, fourteen years.

In most esses it developed that the habitual residence
of the deceased was with one or the other and slso, in most
cases, one or the other of the 1iving divorced parents had
been desiznated by the deceased in his emergensy address. It
would seem, therefore, that tne parent 3o designated should
be presumed to be elected by the deceased as the one whom he
desired %o have directionm of m- disposition of his remains

in case of death, and by hinm considored as his nearest relative

in effect.




8

it was fimally determined that, neither widow noy

ehildrem appearing, where conflieting claims were made by
divoreed parents, the ons designated by the deceased soldier
in his emergency address be held entitled to direct the dis-
position of his remains.

One of the questions raised for settlemsnt by the
var Depertment was the disposition of the remains of members
of the families of soldiers, sallors, marines and civilian
employees of the irmy who died in France.

It was decided that they might be given burial rights
and be ooncentrated into permanent cemeteries, as might also
the members of families of ex~soldiers employed in the American

Graves Registration Service,
Raval and is¥ine Corps Desd,

The Navy and Marine Corps Graves Registration Ser-
vice unit handled all dead pertaining to their branch of the
Gervice in the Zome of the Intericr. Under no oircoumstances
did Fleld Seotions of the imerican (raves Registration tervioce,
operating in the iZone of the Interior, exhume NHavy and larine
Corps dead unless thare wos an sxhuming wnit of the Havy ’
precent ;n the cemetery, which receinted for the body and
prepared it for shipment to the United States. In cases vhere
Havy and dsrine Corps dead were exhumed for purposs of identi-
fication and reburials were neocessary, a special report was
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made, calling attention to the fact that they pertained to the
Favy and daiine Corps Graves Registration serviee, o0 that the
information, showing reburials, could be tranmmitted at once

to the Headquarters of that tervice in Paris, This Service
uade exhumations of FHavy and iarine Corps dead in the Zone of
the irmies, the Navy Graves Registration Service merely designa-
ting representatives to be prosent with the fleld forces, to

secure the data pertaining to the Navy and Marine Corps desd.
Surplus Crosses.

Instructions were given to Fleld Sections to the
effect tiat care must be shown in removing orosses and Jewish
emblems from the graves in temporary cemeteries in order to
sontinue their usefulness in the peormeanent Flelds of Homor.
Those orosses and stars in good condition were under no oir-
cumatances allowed to be utilized for purposes other than
narking graves.

AB x"apidly &8 crosses andi stars becams surplus at
the temporary cemeteries, they were concsentrated for re-issue
to the permunent ones where reburials were constantly being
made.

Disposition of lisrkers.

Unly those articles of a permanent nature, which

were placed om the graves by relatives or friends and which




ware different from the wniform marking or decoration of our

. cemeteries, were taggzed and stored. These urtuln'mvnot
returned to the United States except upom request of the near-
est of xin snd then shipuent was made through a commsroial
fivm and expenses borne by the individual, 3Small grave markers
whioch could bs placed inside the shipping case were the only
exteptions to the above. The wooden oross at the gravw was ‘
not sent to the home of the deceased, Specifications were 1
furnished in cases where it was desired to oreot a similar
marier in marble. | I

Ares Suporvisors were instrusted ﬁat articles of
a pormansut natuve placed on graves by riwte individmals
mast be tagged and properly oared for when bodlies wre ex~
homed by field forces for shipment 0 the United tates or
for comeantration. A record was xept im Ares Readquartars,

giving name, desoription of article, nsme and looation of
grave from which the articls was taken and place of storage.

Abandomment of Cemeteries.

Zhen this Service abhandoned cemsteries in Frunoce,
Belgium and Italy, the varicus classifioations of desd and
- the xind of cemeteries aonsidersd were as follows;~ '
| smericsn Kilitary Cemeteries, Fremth Military Ceme-
tories, British Nilitary Cemsteries, Freneh Commmal Cemeteries,
Belgian Commmal Cemsteries, Frenoh Civiliaa Cemetories, aud
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italian Commmnal Cometeries.

In the classification of the dead, the following

torms were used:~

Former lembers Of the A.E.F.3 Uther imerioans;
Citisens of Other Govermments.

Yhen an mrm military cemetery wus to be abandoned,
the non-imerican dead buried therein were removed to the mesrest
Fronch military cemetery and reburied in reburial box and blanket.
The cemetery for the reception of those reinterred was indicated
by the Frensh Government and, upon the oompletion of the trans-
for, & ocomplete list of the bdodies 80 reburied wus furniched to
the French iission, the French guardian of the cemetery, and the
Hayor of the Communs.

“hen concentration operations into Permanent imerican
Cemeteries began, all bodies of former members of the A.t.F.
which had Dot been sent home were soncentrated into these
permanent Fields of Honor, except those designated as "Do not
disturb.”

Upon the completion of exhumations for shipment out
of Frence and for their concentration into Permanent imericen
and other cemeteries, the part of the cemstory abandoned, which
was still under the care of this Service, was placed on a main-
tenance besis. 48 & matter of form, the irea Supervisor in-
formed the Hayor in writing that this Service had abandoned
the cemetery and that it no longer had supervision over the

remaining graves, a list of which was furnished him stating




that those bodies had deen left by pormission of the French
Governmente

It was then the duty of the irea Supervisor, or a
commissioned officer soting as his representative, to sall
personally at the Mayor's office and reguest that a representa-
tive of the ayor inspect the cemetery with him, securing &
signed statement that the cemetery had been left in proper
oondition. The Quartermaster General wos then furnished with
e list of American bodies remsining as "Do mot disturd” cases,

and notified that the cemetery had beem abandoned.
The Next of Kinm.

instruotions for the disposition of remains were
issued by the War Department in vWashingtom, upon the properly
exsouted authority of the legal mext of kin in each case. The
widow was the first person having disposition of the remains
of her husband, If there were no widow or childrem, the father,
and, in turm, upoa his decease, the mother was the proper aun-
thoritys. The drothers in order of senlority and then the sisters
in order of semiority (if there wers mo brothers) ranked next
in authority to decide. Uncles and amais followed.

Upon an opinion rendered by the Judge Advocate General
of the Army, if & widow had remsrried she forfeited her right,
and the next of kin, as given above, might have claimed and been

socorded the right to direct disposition, The legal guardian

of the ohildren of a deceased soldier could, however, also




direst disposition and such requests had priority next after
the widow of the soldier. The former widow, after remmrriage,
therefurs, could still direct dispositiom of the remains of
her former husbend 1f she had custody of the minor childrem of
the deceased in her capacity as thelr natural guardisn.

Changes of iiind,

4 form letter and & guestion blank to be acoomplished
were sent from the Chief of the Cemsterial Division, Office of
the Juartermaster Gemeral, to the nearest of kin of the deceased
soldiers, regquesting an expression of their desires as to vhethor
the body should remain in France, should be interred in & Hational
Cemetsery in the United States, or brought to the family plot in
the burying-ground at home.

The questicmnaire wus simple and clear, but wus often
inccmpletely filled out, and the indefinite charaster of the
replies mede an accurate record for filing diffioult of accom-
plishment,.

Considersble confusion was slso experienced through
the frequent changes of dooislom om the part of the nmext of kin.
A mother would decide that she wished her son's body to remain
in France and notified vVashington accordingly. subseguently
anothor change of plans would be announced. After the seocond
arrangement had been duly recorded, a third change of mind was
registersd at Headquarters. igain, at & family couneil, it

would seem most fitting that the body should be buried perhaps
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in the old family plot. This reported decision would be announced
as absolutely finsl umtil, possibly, marrying again snd moving to
a distant city, the methsr desired the body interred nesr the new
home. 50, not infreguently, om ssoount of similar reasons, a&s
pany as six changes had to be muade om the original request, This
vaoillation continued to such an extent that it becsme necessary
for an order to be issued inm Angust, 1921, announcing that after
a body had once boom disinterred and the cemetery evacuated, the
1ast reported reguest must be econsidered final, end no further
changes of decision could be oconsidered. This sotion on the
part of the authorities rolisved this Service of much embarrass-
mente

One men, who lost two soms in different parts of
gurope, and whose bodies would paturslly bes returned at different
times, rejuested that one be held at Hoboken until the other
arrived, 0 that they might be roturned home together for one
funoral. cometimes requests were made to0 hold bodies at that
port until a fimal declsion concerning the place of burial
could bo arrived at by the family. Thess cases had to be given
tastful consideration in order to avoia unpleasantness and mis~
mderstanding. Yet if they weres not satisfaotorily muum.
Hoboksn would have no space t0 accomodate new arrivals.

Fot infrequently members of the family of a deceased
soldier came from distent homes to Washingtem, seeking informa-

tion as to the loeatiom or jdentification of thelr soldier.
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Wost of them were appresiative of the interest taken in thelr

musnlofmwth-tumuqvi:hmtohtmm

generally received.
Removal $0 Other Foreiga Countries.

One of the important problems involving this Service
during the period from September, 1920, to September, 1921, wns
that of the removal of bedies to other foreign sountries.

The disposition of bodies of Amsrican soldiers of
foreign birth whose nearest of kin had reguested removal to
a gountry other than the United States was a matter whioh took
much time and correspondence %0 adjust.

The policy undertaksn by the imsrican Graves Regis-
tration Service was to first correspond with the governments of
all foreign ecountries, to u_urt-nln thelr sentiments regarding
the ‘entry and tramsportation of the dead. In Somo cases 1O
definite reply could be obtained from official sources, and in
othors, conditions were such that it was considered désedvan-
tageous to attempt shipment,

The following letter was exemplary of those sent to
foreign governments:-

#1t 1s the poliey of the imerisan Governmont

to retura the remains of imerican soldiers to thelr

next of kim at their bona fide homes in foreign

countries when the relatives so desire. ve there~
fore request that you advise us as to whether your

Govermasnt will permit this Service %o return the

remains of Amorican soldiers to your country and

also inform us as to the information you will

recuire in easch case before {ssuing the required
suthorisat iom.




w7hem the bodies of imerican soldiers are
exhwnsd by this Service their remains are tho-
roughly disinfected with the most effective fluids

i1s securely fustemed 1n a strong shipplng case.
This procedure permits the transportation of the
body with absolute safety as to matters of sanita-
tion. The remains of each soldier will be acoom-
panied by a olvilian convoyer {(an imerican citisenm)
from the cemetery until finally delivered to the
next of xin. Your decision om the above gquestion

will be highly appreciated.”

Kearly all the countries commnicated with granted
the authorization, provided the conditions stated im our re-
quests were complied with.

After receipt of suthorisation from ‘forugn goun~
tries, it was the general custom to get in toush with the near-
est of xin im Europe of all :merican W, to ascertain their
wishes as to the disposition of the bodies.

The Foreign Case Correspondence Section of the
~dmintistrative Division was the depository for all communications
dealing with the sudbject of the next of kin of deceased scldiers.
residing in Zurope, and with all guestions pertaining %0 an ex-
pression of desires and complying with the same. 2t firat
glance it might appear that .but 1ittle trouble would emsue in
the handling of these cases and that they could be disposed
of quite rapidly, but sush did not prove to be the cade.

Letters were originally divided into two classes,

viz., those whish were sent direct to the mext of kin from




the office of the Jw rtermaster Jemsral, instructing that reply
bs sent to these Hoadquartars, 6Opy baing sant for our record,
and those which wars ssnt to these Hesdquarters for action. This
wethod proved inaffectual for tho reason that thoss lstters sent
direct te the next of xin by the Susrtersastey General had to be
followed up by tho American Jraves Reglistration Service and it
wus discoversd that copies had not reached that office in certain
eases. i new system had to be devised, It was necensary to se~
cure the cooperation of the “uartermastor amnl.and the officer
in charge at Hoboken, and they dissontinued the poliey of writing
direct to the nearest of kim in Zurope.

| The first step im notifying the next of kin was t0
send all advices received from Washingtom or Hobokan to the
Registration dranch of this Service, and sscure a memorandum
from thom to the effect that the deceased soldier wus actually
puried in Surcpe and that no prior asuthorization hod beeon re-
ceived for the shipment of the body. If no such suthorization
hed bean received, action wes suspendsd and the Forelgn Case
Correspondence Section adviseds A letter was then written to
the nmext of Xin requesting an expression of desires., in affi-
davit was enclosed in every case where it was intended the
remains be returmed %o his or her address, Thls 1ngomzion
was recorded on card records and a follow-up system established,
when N0 response wus received within six woeks, a follow-up

lettor was sent ont rPequesting prompt reply. 4 sesond follow-




up letter was posted out at the end of the next six weeks, which
was considered the last step %0 be taken by this Service. If no
reply had been received within four months ¢f the original adviee,
the case was dropped and the Registration Sranch advised that it
came under the categery of "Cases wiare no Yeply had been received
within & reasonable time" and the remains would be buried in &
permanent cemstery in ¥rance.

When a definite reply was received, astion was taken
to comply with the desires of the next of kin and the “uartermaster
General was notified of action taksa, If 26 instrustioas were
obtained, the remains eere buried in a Permanent American Cemetery
in Franee. '

in cases whare & widow made & request for the die-
positica of the remains of her late husbend, and had again married,
1t was the pollcy to contimme, in full foros and effest, the dis-
pusition, unless the next nearest relative slaimed the right to
possession an the muni of the widow's remarriage. This Ser-
vice did 5ot aseme 0 endeavor to locuts the next nearest
relative with a view to sssertaining his or her wishes in pre-
ferense L0 those of the widow, unless sush nearest relative
initinted a request based upon the marrisge of the widow, and
the original request was complied with.

Ausiralis,.

It was the poliey of the Jaited States Govermment

not 0 senmd Dodies of imerican desd $o iustralia, This decision




was arrived at upon thse requent of the Asustralian High Commissioner

and the express wish of the Prime Hinister of the Commonweal the
Austrisa.

7he Austrisn Government, on May 3, 1921, granted the

right to bury american dead im iustria. This permission was obe
tained after this Service had commnioated with the iustrian
Minister for Foreign iffairs, asking the right to retura the
remains of American soldiers to Austris. The only eonditions
stipulated were that the regulations connected with public
health and reilway transport be not disregarded. The Federal
| Einistry for Soolal Administration (The Board of Publis Health)
deolared its readiness to do everything in its power to assist
the undertaking and to suppors 1t in special cases by issuing
instrustions to the sompetent suthoritées under the iinistry’s

control.
Belgium.

AS the result of correspondence with the iinistere
de la Defense Nationale, Delgium, regarding the disposition of
parials under the control of this Service located in Belgium,
there is guoted below the reply of the Belgian Government in
reply to the points submitted. The Belglan Government was re-

quested to express itself as to the following:-




(s} Disposition of imerican Dead in "Do mot disturd”
cases wvhere buried in American cemsteries to de
abandomed or in Belgian commmal or military
ceseteries.

(v) Disposition of illled military dead where buried
in imerican cemsteries to be abandoned.

(6) Disposition of foreign non-military dead, sueh as
non-imerican civilisn employees and ensemy prisoners
of war.

The Einistere de la Defense Eatiomale replied that
the Belgian Covermment would grant permanent burial rights in
comoanal 25 well as military csmetories, but those graves situated
in commnal cemeteries would be considered as clvil graves, which
mignht disappear after five years unless the relatives sedured a
permanent burial right.

Also that forelgn desd, other than imerican, would be

transferred to the nearest military cometery.
Brasil.

The Brasilian Govermment, in a communication of april
4, 192), informed this Service it had no objection to make agninst
the transfer to Arasil of the bodies of American soldlers who
digd in France and whose fomilies resided in Brasil, provided the
usual sanitary conditions were observed.

Canada, South imerica and United States Possessioms.

Acoording to arrangements mede by the United Ltates

Government, those bodies intended for burial in Cansda, South
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America or United States possessions, were shipped to Hoboksn
in the usual way and the final delivery of the body left to the
Army authorities in the United States.

Csesho-:lovakia.

The Cseeho-:lovakian (overnment ascepted ouwr offer to
transport to Cseoho-Slovakia the bodies of Ameriean soldlers of
Csecho-3lovakian origin who fell on the battlefields, om the
sonditions explained in our letter of April 18, 1921. The
Csecho-5lovakian Government extended its thanks to the United
States Government for this decision and stated: “It would be a

great solace to the families of those brave soldlers.”

Demmark, Finland, Horway and Sweden.

Satisfactory arrangements for the interment of imerican

dead in Demmark, Finland, Norwey and Sweden were made, through
the Consuls concerned, upon the presentation of certifiocates as

to the cause of death aud the proper preparation of the body.

Germany.

411 the bdodies that were found in ocoupled Germany
and luzembourg were returned to the United States, except in
oases where specifie requests for their delivery to the next

of kin in a foreign country were received. .imerican burials

s




in unocoupied Germany were treated the same as those in the
occupied mome, after the prohibition regarding the removal of
graves from the interior of Germany had been raised. The deaths
which occourred in the American Forces in Germany before the
American (Graves Registration Servise took up activities in Mareh
1920, were treated as Li.E.F. dead. ™hose who died after that
date were embalmed and sent either to the United States or %o
their next of kin in Burope. Subssquently no further temporary
burisls were made in Cermany.

In January, 1921, this Service adopted the following

policy regarding the shipment of bodies to Germany:-

"Inasmach as the German Govermment, in its
decree of July 22, 1920, prohibited the exportation
or imporsatiomn of remains of deceased soldiers of
the United States oB Allies, it is considered in-
advisable to commmmicate with the nearest of kin
residing in Germany on this matter, as there ere
no prospects that the Jersam Government will
reverse its decision for an indefinite periocd.

"It is therefure recommended as a policy,
that, in cases of the nearest of kin of Amerigan
soldier deed residing in Germany, the remains of
these dead receive finel interment in Fational
Flelds of Homor in France, and that no correspondense
be had with relatives in which the United States
Government agrees to send the remains to that
eountry, as the Jovorament thus accepts an obligation
that cannot bs fulfilled for an indefinite time."

Oreat Dwitain.

It was the policy of the United States Government to
roturn all bodies from Great Britain and Ireland, unless &

spesifie request to the contrary wus made by the next of kin,




Those bodies whioh were left im Great Britain have been divided
{nto two classes: first, these which mmst be left where they
were originslly buried; sesond, the dalance which wers to be
concentrated and maintained im the FPermanent American Cemetery
at Brookwoocd.

A desision was reached by the 3ritish anthorities
that it would not permit the disinterment for retuwrn to the
United States of Americanms who died while in the service of the
gritish Crowm if those dead be in military cemeteries. But subd~
sequently an understanding was had with the Imperial War Uraves
Commission that the release of bodies of American citizens who
died in the British service would be taken up in eash case by
the relative through the American State Department with the
Foreign Office, Lomdon.

The British Government itself avolded any display
shatsoever in the transportation of its dead through the United
Kingdom and suggested the same simple ceremonies be observed
in the removal of the American dead.

At & conference whiech was held at the American
imbassy in October, 1920, at which Colonel Rethers, Mr. Williams
of the American Smbassy and Colonel lLord Brows of the British
var Graves Commission were present, it was decided that the
objeotions heretofore made to the sending of bodies of imerican

soldiers to their next of kim in the British isles would be

withdrawn. It was stipulated that the shipment of sush bodles




from France, Belgium and other points into Great Britain wonld
be without display of any xind, the caskets to be in plaim wocden
ghipping cases marked according to the ususl instructions, but

without being draped with an imericen flag; no soldiers in uniform

to sccompany the bodies and the convoyers to be inm eivilian clothes.

In order to avoid confusion snd possible diplomatio
objection in the future, it vas further decided that the warious
Popt Officers be directed not to make any requests to British
Consuls regarding the remains, but that all requests be sent
to the officer of the imerican Graves Registration Service, in
command of the M of Great Britain, and suthority would be se-
sured from the Customs Officers in Great Britain for the emtrance
of these bodies into the United Kingdom.

Shipping bodies into Ireland wes temporarily suspended
on November 26, 1920, because of the unsettled political condi-

tions, bat was resumed in Rovember, 1921.
dreete.

Greeos permitted the burial of the bodles of imerican
soldiers upon the gompletion of three cortificates; first, as to
the cause of death, to be signed by a physiclang sesond, as to
the proper embalming or preparation of the remains; and third,
as to the proper pecking of the remains. The only unusual pack-
ing requirement was that sawdust be plased between the casket

and the shipping case.

The Greek Government amnounced it had no objection




to the exhumatiom for removal of imerican dead in Greece, pro-

vided the deceased did not die of & contagious disease.
Holland.

The Netherlsnds agreed to allow the entry of the re-
msins of imericsn dead, in the following note waich was dated
February 21, 19211~

"In answer to your letter dated Jamuary 21,
1921, I beg to inform you that the remains of
American soldiers can be returned to the Netherlands
under the following conditions:

"1, The remains must be placed in hermetically
sealed caskets. If the transportation be by boat,
the casket must be placed on deck. If the trans-
portation be effected by rail oX an open wagon,
the casket must in both cases be protected against
rain and sun.

"2, No formality is nmeeded at the frontiers,
but & dooument from the municipality of the towm
whence the remains are transported has to be handed

to the Customs officers. This document must contain
the name 0f the soldier and the place of destination.”

Italy.

Fermission was received from the Italian Government
undn fdn.to of December 27, 1921, to transfer bodies of American
soldiers to Italy, provided the Italian Minister of War, through
the office of the kilitary ittache, Italian Embassy in Paris,
be furnished a list of ﬁanee of the bodies to be sent. 4ilwo
that the remains be concentrated at Turém, by way of iodane,

if possible, in one single train or im successive truins, and




shipped in rallroad cars already sub-divided for the various
destinations.

The Italian Minister of iar would then obtain from
the Communes and Prefectures, the suthorization for burial of
the remains in the cemeteries of the varicué communes of origin

or where the families are domieiled.
| Luxembourg.

on July 4, 1921, the Orand Duchy of Luxembourg for-
warded a letter to this Service granting suthority for the ship-
mont by railroad of imorican dead into Luxembourg under sertain
sonditions, Thoss provisions &s set forth inm a grand ducal
decree, require the casket, which must be hermetically sealed,
to be placed in a wooden coffin of safficient durability as
to avold any possibility of sremovalj the bottom of the casket
sast be covered with & layer of pulverised absorbent matter
&t least OB m. thiock. In cases whers decomposition had set
in, or when operations were to be oftaotod during the heat
of summer, the body was required %o be wrapped in a shroud
satarated with a disinfectant. '

The Duehy required that s mediosl certificate, ia-
dicuting the cause of death and certifying that the body was
properly prepsred for burial, accompany the remains and at-
testing that the interests of pablic health would not be im=-

paired by the transportation of the corpse.




m out the mstallic lining.

Removing wooden czsket.
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Exhumations were autiorised by the Sheriff, who fixed
the eonditions to be fulfilled after consul tations with the ledical
Inspectors 4 physician and a member of the College of ‘heriffs,
or a rFolice Commissioner, were designated to see that the condi~-

tions stipulated in this authorization were properly fulfilled.

The Pelish liinister of Yorelpgn iffulirs assured this
service that his Government highly sppreciated the honor the i
United States Govermment conferred in returning to that country |

the soldiers of Folish birth killed in France. ie also advised

SRR e

that he would cooperste in every vay with this service and would
take every precaution against difficulties in the shipment of
Amaerican dead.

The unsettled conditions in Foland delayoed shipments
of bodiss to that country. DBelow is an interesting case in
question regarding the body of an imerican soldier with PFolish
rolatives.

4 deosased soldler buried in Coblens, Gerwany, £ave
as his emsrgensy address the name of a friend in the United States
put hed no relatives there. He left a widow, father, mother and
sisters in a town in Poland who ooculd not bve raached, although
offorts hod been made to get in touch with membors of the family.
2xisting orders rejuired return of this body from Germany %o

the United states for burial in a Hational Cemetery. Upon the
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improvement of political conditions in Poland, the question of
£inal disposition will possibly srise, upon the presentation

of soms request from the family.
Fortugale

g¢u Hay, 1921, the Fortugese Government authorized the
transportation to Portugal of the bodies of American soldiers
claimed by thwir families, stating 1t was in complete agreement

with the sonditions this Service had set forth.
Roumanis.

i oommumiocstion from the Kilitary Attache, Legation
of Roumania, under date of August 16, 1921, stated that the
Roumanian Govermment approved in principle the transportation
to Roumania of the dodies of imerican soldiers killed on the
battlefield, to be buried near their families.

Russia.

The bodies of deceased soldiers whose nearest of kin

resided in Russia, and shere no authorization had been received,

wors conpentrated in France. It was decided that mo correspondence \

would be held by this Service with the relatives in reference e

to the shipment of bodies to Fussia, and that no bedies would
be thipped there. All advices from the office of the Juarter-

master General, directing astion to the contrary, were recorded




this Service to the

and the bodies registered for oconcentration.

he following emserpt of & letter from the Chief of

23, 1920, is explanatéry:-

wzith reforencse to the atteched supplementary
advices on imerican Cemetery Fo. 319, Noyers, leire-
et=Cher, France, attention is invited to the faot
that it will be impoesible for this Service to
deliver bodies to Russia ander present unsettled
conditions thewe.

“It is sscordingly requested that this offise
be authorized to consentrate, into Permanent imerican
cemsteries in France, the podies of two imerican
soldiers with nearest of kin in Ruésia."

7o which the reply came:~-

»iuthority is hereby given to soncantrate the
bodies referred to, when the time comes, in Rational
Cenatories in Frante. This policy to be followed
in similar cases arising in the future.”

The policy for the evacuation of the remaining bodles

in North Russia had not been deternined on January 1, 1822,

further

than the general direoticn that they were to be returned

to the United States unless there was & specifie request for

delivery to the nesrest of kin in & foreign country.

September 29, 1921, informed this Service thst dodies of imerican

soldier

Serbia.

The Kingdom of Serbians, Croates and Slovenes, on

s could be brought into that country, provided the trans~

for was mads dbetween Cetober first and June first and that eash

Kuartermnater Gensral of the Army on september

e e
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family ooncerned be notified that they might obtain the necessary

authorisations from the sanitary officials.
Switzerland.

The Swiss Repudblic, according to & commnication of
sy 27, 1921, roquired the bodies to be placed in a metallies
casket contained in a wooden one, in conformity with the pre-
visions of o decree of Uotober 6, 1891, relating to the trans-
portation of bodies. The Swiss Jovernment had mno objection to
the transportation of bodies which had been buried for more than
& your., In order to avoid difficulty in erossing the frontier,
the Swiss Legation in Paris issued a pass to the eonwoyer, which
he handed t0 the Customs officlials. It was necessary in each
gase for ths nearest of kiam ¢o apply for a permit of inhumation
to the communal authorities of the place where the bodies were
to be redburied. It was further nescessary to produse a certifi-
cate in duplicate showing that the abdove mentioned eonditions
had been ocomplisd with, together with a permit of inhumation
from the Cwiss Commune. It was necessary to produce these
doouments before a pass for the culw could be secured.

Tarkey.

The nearest of kin of a mumber of decsased Amorican
soldiers buried in France were residents of Turkey. In March,

1921, this Cervice entersd into oorrespondence with the Gttoman
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Soverzment, to obdtain pewmisasion to ship bodies of imerican
s0ldiers to Turksy when desired by roluivu.\ It ms not
until Osstober that a definite reply was obtained to ths effeet
that the bedies of imerisan soldiers killed oz the batilefield
might be allowed to snter the sountyy {f the faumiliss of the
dessased soldiers were living therein,

]

The pledge muds by the United States Govermment at
the begimning of the war, that the desires of the families re-
garding their dead would receive ewry e¢onsideration, is being
fulfilled and the exhwmations for the retura o6f all imerisan
bodies, whevever requested, will asconr Yo asoomplished.

The first removels from ingland to the United States
began in Felrusry, 1920; the initial mowament frem France ws
in the sarly pert of sarch, sand the evacuation from Germemy
cocurred in liay.

. In order to fix a time limit upon the transfer of
the remains of -soldier dead, all nearest of kin were notified
by letter, and the imerican publie in generul, through the
daily press, that the work of returning the bodies from Eurcpe
had progressed to a point mummatmm,m;
limitation as to the ohange in eantsllation Of requests re-
garding final disposition, 7Tne Searetary of 7ar declded
definitely that after iugust 15, 1921, favorsble sonsideration
would not be authorised for any change im previous instrustioas

as to the disposition of bodies,
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PGRT ACTIVITIES.

After the middle of ipril, 1931, the only ports used
by this Servise for shipmens of bodies to the United States were
Cherbourg in Frence and intwerp in Belgimm. Other ports im Zurope
previously in use were Sordesux, 5t. Basaire, Brest, Toulon and
Oalais, |

In order $0 accomplish the elosing out of Bordeanx
as a port of shipment of bodies and to awoid the luc diwrsion
of a transport on the Kew York-intwesp rum, to make the final
cloxn~-up, there bdeing no further casiets to be chliwroﬁ at that
port, the 809 bodies on hand in May were semt by rail to Cherbourg
for final shipmgnt to the United States.

At St. Kamire oon@ltial were similar to those at
Sordesnx sxmept mttmommm.sum.mum
m shipped. It was eenverted into a storsge dspot under the
Sepply mm:u&du;wcnmu 30, 1921. ‘

Brest was closed when the field cperations in that
locality were u-phm.

mu. the liediterranean port, continmed in minor
operation until the bodies that were held there for shipment
muusamw;unmsuu-uw Supply Ship on May 30th.

At Calals the astivities of this Service wers of-

ficlally ended on ipril 14, 1921,
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gaoh of thess ports nad in 1ts time boen more or loss
agtive and had served its purposs either as & quppuz or re-
celiving station, and was only closed as its nsefulness vas rendered
negligible by the gradual completion of the activities, and the

concentration of operations into porthern FYance and the Zonme of

gnd for the shipment of the bodies of our soldiers to the United
States. The location of these nctivities was divided between the
main Port Office at Triage des Flamands and the auxdliary one at
gquerdreville, both of which were in the immediate environs
and practically perts of Cherbourge

Aosording %o tentative .pha! adopted in Hovember, 1920,
28,000 bodies for shipment to the United States were to pass
through the port of Cherbourfs fhese plans had been based apon
the railwy situation in Frande existing up %o that time, which
was that, due to the sotivity in resonstrustion work in the
devastated areas, the railroads passing through those aress Were
congested and the fronch Government objected to ouwr using these
1ines for shipment to intwerp. mis congestion having been
relieved during the winter of 19201, the approval of the French
Government was obtalned to permit ghipments soross the “ﬂltﬁM
areas into Belgium, and & now plan was forsalated in Maroh, 1921,
to divert to Antwerp those bodies which were located sast of

La Perte-sous-]ouarre, this being the shorter amd more eccenomiocal
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hanl. Upem the adoption of this plam and the ingptutm of
operations im Suresnes Cemetery in Faris and the shipment of the
bodies therefrom %0 the ports of Cherdourg %0 be sent to the taited
States, the elosing of Cherdowrg as a port of sipment was acsom-
plished upon the departure of the last ship ealling st that pert
about :pril 1, 1921,

Fermission was secured from the Belglian Government to
transport bodlies from France through that country to iatwerp, and
arrangezents were made with the Belgian railroed anthorities for
the necessary railmy equipment to effect the shipment of caskete
and bedies to and frem the Premsh fromtier,

intwerp then m the sole port of operations and
astivities with referemse to the reception of dodies destined
for the United States, and the recsipt and repair of all caticets,
supplies and materials intended for the field. .n adequate plant
was ssoured adjoining the warshouss vcoupied by the Fors Com-
mander of the :uuri_m Foraes in Germany, vhish afforded seny
sdvantages to this Serviee.

- The shipment of »odies by rail from the m‘m-
tration points of Romugne, Thiausourt and Ste. Menehould to intwerp
saved wore than 2,000,000 frence over what the same movement would
have sost in railisg them to Cherbourg. |

The eontentration of all port astivities n; say, 1921,

sffedted a large msaving in rentals of dooks and sranse, mlsries
of personnel, pllotage, doeking, lightersge and transportation,
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There WS every facility at Antwerp for the guiek
dispatelh of all work inm commection with the imerissn Graves
'M-mtmsmtu. A deep waler dasin enadbled large trane~
ports to some directly to the dooks, and MOder: Granes Were ever
m:ormmwo-ummmmmsm-mzb
mips or barges. The warehouses were close by, thus elimimating
a1l necessity for motor transport heul and the sdditiomal handling
of caskets. |
The narbor, d0oks, and trensportation fasilities were
exsellent and the Belgian railroad efficials were efficieat and
eager to souperate. Withinm 12 howrs after receipt of a request
for transportation, 100 cars oould be placed at the dooks, resdy
for disposition by this Servics. '
™e plant opersted by the imerican Graves Registration
Service consisted of two large storshouses situated at the dooks
on two sides of the basin.

Storshouse Tl-A was utilised as a pudblic morguw. It
had & capsclity of 1,200 caskets without tiering, or 4,000 tier-
ing four high, Iu connection with this buildiag were two large

rooms, one oonlaining "Hold” esses and sarplus bodies that soudd

not be socomodated im the pudlis morgue. It had sufficlient

space for 650 caskets piled three high. The sesond room was
utilised for the storege of supplies uved in sonnecsion with
the repair of casitets. Tiering was resorted to only whan tiu

flo0r space wes not suffioient for the number of bodies awaiting
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shipmont.

The oombined storehouse 69-70, which was enclosed by
ashestos doard, served as a storage plase for empty caskets
and oontsined & closed morgus where 2,300 hodiss (tieved four
high) oeuld de plased, The inslide storage capesity in the two
Wildings for bodies and empty caskeis was ower 10,000,

Warehouse 69-70, in sdditien to funstioning as &
storags for caskets, m&“ mtrioient spese for the testing
and repairing of metallic linings and for the wshing, repeiring
&nd stensilling of onses sant fyom the field.

™he e=ply saskets arriving from the United States
were taken directly from the dosk into the storehouss, put
through the casiet repalr and testing deyartment in the ssme
ailding, and loaded into the cars coming aleongsids, for ship-
ment t¢ the field.

Bodies sent to intwerp from the railhsad were taksn
from the sars t0 the wshing departasnt and moved into the
morgue, $o swait transportation to the United States.

It was possible w0 nlml ddies from barges or
freight cars at the rate of 700 per day and when necessity re-
quired, that mumber could be inoreased to 1,000, as was done
in one partieunlar case {September 5, 1921}, Zven at that
high tension the work was thorough and no Jamaing Or dunshing
of cases ocewrred. Every Dox moved slowly and smoothly through

the warisus stages of operations until it reached its place
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of storage. The repeiring and testing of caskets arriving
from m United itates was sccoxplished at an average rate of
300 per day.- |

The astivities of the pert of Antwerp save presoribed
in the Menual of Regulatioms of this Service and esch man had
bhis regular line of work to perform. He was thoroughly in-
structed that the handling of caskets, in which rested the

Tomsing of the Eational Dead, must be dome in s dignified and
reverent mammey, These regulati ons wers constantly impressed
apon the ninds of those whoss duties {nwlved the handling ef
the cases and »o lack of reverente in this work was observed.
One of the most interesting phases of the work was
thut i commeotion with the doek activities, whioh included
the unloading of casiets from the ship, the testing of metallics,
to prove their effisienty, the repair of the metallic linings,
the caskets and woden cases and their preparation for ship-
mout to & field destimation.
A fow woeks, or possibly months later, the casiets
- returned to the port, this tims with the bodies éf American
scldiers, which were bdeing anxicusly aweited by loving relatives
and friends at home.

The Bmpty Caumts,

All caskets sent to Frante for the retura of tie
war dead to the United States, wers made of metal, cak or
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other hard wood, with & metallie lining which oould be her-
matically secled. There wes 2lso an outer wooden BOX Or oase
to protect the casket. They were opened upon arrival at the
port £nd necessary sir tests made to insure thelr serviceadle
condition.

Safore shipping empty caskets to the field, every
metns was taken to provide s proper gsetting for the remeins
which were placed dnside the metallic lining.  In esch casket
were placed & military vlenket, & sheet and four maslin ex~
celsior pads for use in wrapping the body and in preventing
sny possible disturbance of the ren=ius in trensit. The psds,
wobbing strips, oto.; were out snd stitched by selglan girls,
who wers smployed to perform all labor in connection with
the intarior cloth and excelsior furnishings.

The testing oompleted, the Inspector stemped his
initials on the metallis 1ining and also ineids the case, to
sndicate he had inspected and approved their condition. An
aversge of 300 caskets & day wore thns tested and repaired.

puring the months of June, July and iugust, 1921,
vhen reburisl czsxsts were vadly nesded in the field, o8~
peoislly at the Hease-irgonne Cemetery, where great numbers
of exmumations were being mode, the reburisl caskets, whlch
were unlined and did not require inspection, were sent direct

to the poijts where heavy pperations were in progress. in

one instence, upon the arrivel of & shipment Of over 6,000

T b trocammoe s e b 3 1
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casxets, there nad been requests for & moch greater numbere
The train was backed up %0 the dooks nd the ship unloaded by
srunes in 48 sstusl working hours. The empty caskets were un-
locded directly from ship to ocars, 260 cars being required for
the entire shipment. These were divided into specisl trains
of 36 cars each, Americean convoyers accompanying the caskets

on each train.
Return of the Caskets.

Upon return to the port of the ocaskets containing

bodies, no detail wes overlooked, so far as the eare and attention

were concerned.

There was B great desl of strein upon & box in its
journey %o the field ond back to the port. The wetr and tear
of railway transportatiom; the nandling by different groups
of men at various points, and the frequent motor haul, causod
nandles to be broken, irom strép bands to loosen and the oase
to become stained. Oftentimes wetther conditions caused con~
trestion of the wood, leaving croecks between the boards.

The wooden box wes put through & series of repairs

{mmedistely upon its retura to port and made 88 good as new

before its final storsge in the morgue. The cases were scrubbed

hymmotmwlthhotmpnu.tomnmuﬂw

ceived in transis from the field. Another group dried and

pushed the doxes to & third unit reasdy to remove stains and

il
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superfluons merks with sandpaper or planing tools.

Stenoilling wes the next process. To one not
femiliar with shipping regulations, the pumerous markings on
the boxes would be 8 pussle herd to solve. Every mark, however,
served an important purpcse and was indispensable. Befors leaving
the field, the nome end address of the consignee were stencilled
on the upper board agross one gide of the box snd the words "From
Chief, A.Ge.Rels In Surgpe" were placed on both ends of the bOX.
The name, serial mumber, renk and orgedissation of the deceassd
were also stencilled om the end; the cemetery number, OR lower
right hand sidej the triaa'sh with "G.ReS. via Antwerp"” in lower
right hand cormer; the weight &nd moagurements, in cubis feet,
in the left hand corners the box pumber, upper left hand corner
and the word "Heasd" om the top at one end of the 6288.

in sluminum strip, besring the name, sorial number,
rank, organisation, and the number of the cemetery from whieh
the remains were exhumed, was attachsd to the head end of the
shipping oase, above the hondle, &nd & gmoll sluminum strip,
bearing the box mumber, o8 taoked below the long stripe

The shipping cases which were received from the
field =nd on which the lettering had become obliterated or
marred, were re-stencilled at the porte 4 steneilling machine
wes kept in recdiness to out new stencils for this purpose.

gach group of worimen had {ts own foreman, who

looked each bOX OVer thoroughly before it was paesed on %
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. The stemsilling finished, & ¢opy of Form 114 ws
sesured to the case, which wms then takan to the wrgwes and
stored in rews until the time for depurture 60 its destimation.

It often happened that instructions to "hold" a sertain
body were received at the port the sane day it was scheduled b0 de
loaded om a transport sailing for the United Slates. If sems special
system were 208 devised for locating each casitet in the mergwe im-
mdiately wpom receipt of the "hold” cider, o great suny bedies
wonld dave Deen sent home Whose nearest of kin hed, at Whe last
momsnt, decided to Dave them duried with thelr P —
is the peryanent cemsteries in Franse.

A record sard was made out FOF eath cats received
at the morgwe, upon whichk was entered the line, the rov and e
tisr numbers in which the case could be found., By Wis system,
within o few minutes after the notice to "hold™ ws reseived at
the pors, the case ms tegeed with o blus eard whish dore the werd
*Hold" in large dlack letters, and proper eatry ws mde wpon tle
resord card. These cuses wre Meld pending desidlen for release
for the United States, for foreign durial, or for intermemt in a
Permanent imerisan Cemstery in France.

There were instances where dodlies were shipped So
the United States before mutmumwmu
Port Officer. In some cases they were returned 1o \he pert
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Lowsring single bodies in Hold showing type of sling
first used.




and shipped to the consignee in foreizm countries or meinterred
in France.

Vhen shipments were made to the United States, & eable
vig forwarded to Washington, informing the Luartermaster General
that the body had been loaded on the ship, in order that adequate
notice might be furnished the nearest of kin prior to arrival
at Hoboken.

Gravity rollers set into narrow irom frames about 2
metres long were used in the transportation of caskete. m:
conveyor consisted of about 100 sections and extended from the
point of loading or unloading to the place of storsge inside
the warehouse. They could be sonveniently placed in any position,
meking & small continuoms railway with adjustadble curves and
switches. This system acoomplished s greater amount of work
in less time than would have been possible by man power alcﬁo.

Before the gravity rollers were procured, it took
400 men with 2 number of horses and wagons to load 200 caskets
a day, Upon the installation pf the trask, the number of
laborers wes ;ﬂt to 180 and the aversge duy's work imoreased
to 700 cases.

The workmen &t the port wers furnished by & Belgien
sorporation, which had & contrast with the War Depertment to |
hire all labor and transportation, under the direct supervision
of the head of the Mtinlcmm Hand trucks were used
inside and outside the bulldings, so that the bodies could be
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unlosded from any designated plase, anc with the use of the
movadle sonveyor sould de removed to sny part of the dooks.

To save time, labdor and 'oxpu:u. & #pecial devioce
for loading and wnlosding caskets was adopted at intwerp, »
modification of She ome used in New Yorx. Twe slings were mde
of ons piece of rops. They were bound Stogether at the oemter
to form & ring Or noose for the hook of the crene. The slings
weres 3.5 metres long and the Joops whisch held the osses were
1.75 metres in diameter. Imald ropes l.18 metres long were
attached to either side of the loops to insure perfect safety
of the ceskst., With this device, two caskets could de loaded
at ¢ tims, with one orene, svery mimute &nd & guarter.

Much saving of time and material wes sccomplished
by & oontrivance whish wes used iz the repairing of hindles
on the outside cases shen they coame from the fleld. Mexny arrived
2t the port with brokes hsndles, which formerly necessitated
opsning ths dox, removing $he entire scsxst and replacing it
with & new one. Speoisl handles were desigued which wers fitted
into the old socksts and sdjusted without remvving the sookst
or the top of the ease. This was done in the course of & few
seacnds, tims avoiding the necessity of side-trsaking the cas-
8t or holding up others pending repsirs.

Befors ths cases were 1ifted by the "oarrying" orew
to be taken to the storshouse, they were sgain exsmined for

sinor bfealage and to 8ee if the ivem strap bends Fmning

o B i
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lengthwise on the box were strong and tight. The metallisc lugs
at the top of the metal lining and oasket, if broksm, had to be
replaced upon arrival at the port. If the serew was broken off
in the sooket, it had to be drilled out and & new ome inserted. |
E These details are cited merely to show how necessary
9 it was to have technical men on duty for every smergency which i
might arise, for it was the poliey of the tnited States Govern- |
ment to leave no oaskets uncared for from the time they wers
taken from the bargs or train wntil properly stored in the
morgue. L commissioned officey and an enlisted gusrd of honor
were alweys present during the transfer of the bodies from the
storehouse to the doek and their loading on the transport.
Flags were draped on each shipping case while being

loaded and were not removed until the case wes deposited in N n

the hold of the vessel.

Specisl attention wes given by the imerican Graves

Registration Service to the loading of the bodies on the trans-

portwdutmiremmmhtommuodstnu. An
inspection was mede of the hold of the vessel by the rort

officer before loading operations began, t¢ see that everything

was in proper condition to receive the bodies., 4is the shipping
cases were stowed awey, they wore lashed and secured to provemt |

ghifting in the event of rough weather.

sdequate fire protection wes provided at Antworp by

the presence of ehemical extinguishers in large numbers about L ;:
A\
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the buildings; also by & fire engine and 700 feet of hose. AS
the pressure in the water mains on the dock was insufficient,
a feed hose was attasched to the engine, which, in case of nec~-
essity, could be dropped in the pasin at the dook from which

water was pumped in case of fire.
The handling of oaskets of the American desd in publie

pluces invariably ocreated profound respect from 8ll spectators,
old and young alike. That these expressions were genuine was
ovidenced in the mammer and sotions of the people in baring
thelr heads snd paying homege whenever the cagkets bearing the

smerican flugs appeared.
48 the nmumber of bodies veing returned to the United

states beosme considarabdly lessened and the operations of the
port éiminished, in Cetober, 1921, the porsénnel at intwerp was
reduged and expenses curtsiled., The mein offices were moved
from the Hesdquarters in sntwerp and instslled at the dook in

Storehouse 7l-i, Ome officer performing the duties of rort

officer and Ared Supervisor.

————
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CHAPTER V.

PROCESSION OF THS DEAB.

The possibility of trensportation by canal and the
lower cost of same &3 oompared with tpensportation by rail, ws
o gaotor that decbded the Chief of the Service to adopt this
means of transportation, a8 far as precticable, in the evasuation
of the bodies of Americsn dead vis intwerp to the United States.

As opevations for removal of the dead roached the

made it practisabdle to send bodies by barge, {n the winter of
1920-21, the matter of transportation by barge shipments %0
Antwerp was given consideration. The canals, which had been
badly damaged or destroyed during the wer, were undsy repelr
and recomstruction and 4t was not until the gpring of 1921
that it became possible to make shipments from foul snd Romagne
by the Meuse eanal into Belgium through Holland to Antwerp.
rlens had been made foF extensive use of this canal system
because of the possidle economy as compared with rail ship-
ments, but anfortinately, for & period of over & month, st
the peak of the operations, the Meuse canzl was closed for
miru.mmomruutwolummﬂut!nfu
transport shipment %o the United States, it ws nesesmry %

gend them by rail, Later om, upen compdetion of the reppirs

to the csnals, shipments were made possible.
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The rirst shipment of 961 bodies loﬁ Poul om April
7, 1921, and arrived ad intwerp on ipril 30. 7he second and last
ghijmeut left Duu-sur-ilguse 02 iugust 21 with 1,988 dodies and
arrived at Antwerp September 3.

1t was a fitting route selected for the sonvoys of
the Amsrican dend returning home for final burial, through the
tranquil waters of the river ilenss and the time-honored camsls,
traversing mush of he historis ground of France, Belgium and
Holland,

The barges, mwmbering ssven, were divided inte two
oonvoys, essh towed by & lammoh, to axpedits thelr passage
through the 83 marrow lecoks of the oaunals. ¥ith flags half-
mst, and the folds of 0ld Clory dreped from bow to sterm,
the darges with their dead utarted on thelr way to intwerp.

The Meuss, from the ancient oity of Dun to historical
Sedan, maried 2 sectios of ons of the foremoet American sd-
vanoes, snd was the scene of glorious desds of Amerisan sshieve~
ment. Frenok troops were posted at intervals along the route
and fired three Yolleys as & salute to the dsed, while the
pecple from the towss and villages showed deep spyrecistion
of the opportunity to offer sileat prayer for the souls of
the departed heroes. They hsd seen ihe Americen seldier wereh
inte Prance; had become asquainted with him and admired his
qualities, Among the remains of those imericsn hercss silently

returning to the land of thelr birth, thers might have been
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some who were Xknowa persomally to these simple French pessant
folk, Had those herols soldiers come from their own firesides,
the sturdy people of the lMeuss and the Ardemmes esuld have paid
no greater respectnor shown more gresious sympathy than they
did in their devoted demonstrations along the reude.

Passing stately rows of venerable trees, and quaint
villages, whare the people, with the sorrows of wr still wigh-
ing heavily upm their hearts, sympathetically laid wreaths of
flowers, in tender tokens, uptm the barges as the remmins of
imerica’s Cherished Fallen passed on their silent way.

At Givet, the rromtier towm of France, the barges
passed without delay, sand upem emtering the Belgian territory
at Heay and Agmf. every possible sid ws given, to allow

_the passage of the sonveys without loss of time.

As ths oonvoys neared Dimaunt, a Selgian psesant
stopped his plowing and stood high upon the eliff with seores
of others of the ancient village, to gase in silent meditation
upon the scens. "hen the comveys had passed, the man remmined
for & few seconds, with head raised and arms outstretohed as
12 in reverent proyer. i woment later he remried in the simple
maymer of these sturdy country folk, "Msay times have I looked
seross this deep valley to the hills beyond, dut never before
was my blood stirred as it was on this coocasion. 1t issll
in keeping with the megnanimous spirit of the big-bearted

Amsrica, These are her sons who gave their lives to save ouy

i i

e




1ittie nstion.” Farther down at the bottom of this high slope,
mmcmmma@mmmanmsm gtrewn them

upon the barges, where they rema ined until the eonvoys reached

Antwerp.
Ceremonies were held at Nmmur, one of Belgium's

cldest towns, by the Federation Eatiomale des Combattants, who
saluted the oonvoys ond placed wresths of flowers on the berges.

At Avroy the arrival of the funerel barges was an-
Mbyulnusrmmbkms.udonmunbrmo
before entering thh looks, & company of cavalry was drawn up
and presented arms, while the bugles sounded "Taps.” Thousands
of people lined the banks, everyone uncovered, and in meay in-
stances, women wept while they kmelt.

Other demonstrations were held at Huy, & busy manu-
fasturing town about half way betwesn Samur and Liege and
situsted on both sides of the keume. In every town and village
and from every lock and bdridge em route to Huy, flowers were
strewn upon the passing barges. The people of this town were
unusually demomstrative, thousends rushiag to the quays, the
mon doffing their hats and all bowing their heads as the barges
slowly coursed by. lounted lancers rode zlong the canal banks
&8 & guard of honor wntil Liege was reached, whore thousands
of persons, with bared M'U. 1ined the bridge and wmter's edge.

it Liege, demonstrations had been plszned beforehand

and ceremonies were conducted by the military and eivic digni-
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taries of the eity. Representatives of the Belgiam Government,
Mim and Freneh Consular officials, and groups of wounded
soldiers were among the thoussnds who peid their respests to

the deed. mm‘mutnmthcmm.ﬂchml
the lisuse, by the Governcr and Kayor of Lisge und the imyors

of surrounding towns; also two generuls of the Belgiam Army
stationed in the 01ty of Lisge. is the convoys of the dead
yassed under the bridge, flowers and floral tributes were dropped
upon the barges by thousands of persens, mmﬂ‘. Children
Wummofmmnmm-mnm-, which
Mpﬁhtumnnhpluowmmn. 4

During the ceremonies & Belgian milisary band took
position on one of the barges snd played the American and Belgian
Fational Anthems and Chepin's Puneyal March, the latter while
the barges were passing slowly through the eity of Liege. The
lencers the while were essorting, singls file on either side
of the river, the darges with the smerican dead. 4ll traffic
ceased and many of the shops were closed while this demonstra-
tion ws going on, The barges then passed ints the basin and,
a8 the cortege regsined its wy, trampets scunded "Taps* and
a milisary band played the imericsn Natiomal Anthem.

The following is a treuslation of a 3elgian view of
the pasaing of the ozsxets, which was published in a Liege
Journal dated April 29, 1921,

"Nomday sfterncon, wnder the sunny mxy, Liege saw




& toushing ceremony take plsace in the clear saenery of its riwver,
A doat, with three barges in tow, had entered the Shamnel of

8 losk, 3But this time the barges were carrying & eoored load,
at the passing of whish the river-side people took off thelr
nats and bowed their hesds {n silont respect. The bugles sounded
"faps” while the flags were flying at halfe-mast. Children threw
flowrs on the tarpauline and then the sonvoy went on its my
aloxg the smooth waters. It earried through Lisgs the remsins
of & thousand Amerisan soldiers who foll inm 1918 during the
fighting around Hsute-ieuss. At Antwerp s transport will take
them across the csean, tc the country vhenoe thay came $0 give
thelir lives in the defense of Right.

7411 alomg the watery mey the peasants of Franos snd
Belgium hsd brought, at seoh halting plase, the humble gifts
of their gardens already in bloome One folt glad that the
return of those oversess haroes had been mads by water instesd
of in the cars of an ordimry trein, Thus thelir sonvey added
its majosty to the Joy of the verdant landseape, whish felt
honored to add ome more memory to thoss of its history.

*ve are proud that our musical and multicolored Keuse
was the road selested for that trip. It adds a page to its
way records. 4 Latin river, =~ if ever there was one,~ our lMeuse
saw on its beuks some episodes which were perhaps the most
deoisive of the civilised defense, from the resistamse of our

forts up to the entrance in astion of the imericans, sfter the
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300 Ameriosn Dead im eaoh darge.

Arriving at intwerp.




superhumen dcys of Verdun, 1t has not ceased to be tragic since
the days when, its waters raoflecting the tins\ of Dinant and
Vise, and the epopee of which its faithful waters have kept an
image, orowns in the mind & long sequence of dsrk hours whon

the genius of the soil fought ever gince the origin for the
salvation of Liberty. that a besutiful and uplifting book could
be written by & new Michelet who would tell the legend of the
Housel”

The next day the convoys entered the frontier of
glland, threaded thelir way into flowing canals, passing through
the lush flelds of the Duteh lowlands and the high welled looks.
As the convoys orossed the esrontier into Holland, they were mat
by an escort of Hetherland infantry, in command of & colonel of
the military distriot of Waastrioh, which fired thyee volleys
a8 a salute to the dead. The colonel wes acoompenied by his
military staff, the Commissariat of rolice and the purgome ister.
In order to avoid all difficulty in passing through Holland,
the colonel and his staff remsi ned with the barges while in
Dutoh territory and two gendarmes wWere sent to aceompany them
on foote.

Through the courtesy of the Commissioner of Canals,
preference was given throughout the journey to the american
convoy, and zll incoming and outgeing trafflcy oommercial or
otherwise, was halted at the locks until the amsrican dead

passed through. At the second Belgian-fiolland frontier,
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Little Belgianm girl paying tribute to imerican Dead.

A fow of the floral tridutes.

Basin at Antwerp.




another essort of Hetherlands infantry mnat the oonvoy. They

also fired ths salute for the dead and flowers were presented by
the villsge people.

These winding canals sganin turned their course into
Belgian territory. At Bree the entire village turmed out %0
witness the procession of imerican dsad. Sturdy, flaxen-haired
children slbowed their way through the throng to get & better
view. AS the bsrges drew mear, sll hats were doffed and heads
bowed., A demonspration was held and an sddress mude by & re~
presentative of the mnloipality, sn excerpt of which is quoted
herewith:

#Speaking in the nume of the soldiers of the Great
war, 1 feel deeply honored to thank you, and in your person
the whole American nation, for all you have done for the psople
of tho Belglans.

nYou gave us food, you gave us clothes, whan wa wore
in want of sll. Jut that was not enough. when you saw that
victory and freedom were at stake, you gave us your sons. And
the best of them ocame from the Amsrican shores to defend the
saored soil of France and Belgium to orush the might thet would
oppress the ldeals without which the world could no longer
.!.ilt.

"Thousands of them have fallen and have been buried
in the soil they defended. But restless far from thelr dear

ones, they are going back slowly through our weters to find &
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last repose in their own dear land.

wsnd mow they are om their triumphsl merch homeward-
bound, we have come to express to them our deepest feelings of
gratitude and admiration, 1 ask you to tell the Americsn peoyple
that the Belglans have mot forgotten and mever will forget that
they owe you their freedom and that the saorifice of your sons
nos granted them the hope of & great and prospercus future.

#The Belgisn soldiers of the Great War come here to
ghow their love and admirstion for thelr dead American comrades,
snd it 1s with profoundest emotion thut I say to them: Dear Dead,
we have been fighting side by side in the vorst moments of the
WP we have seen your élnnk and coursge; we have admired your
endurance &nd heroism. In the name of the soldiers of Bree, dear
comrades, I thank you; Glorious Herces.”

weloomes were repeated in every town, and a great
number of eards, which had besn attached to the floral offerings,
were collected by the convoyers. These oards were from individusls,
from various socities and from schools, the following of whioch is
typioals

#j Belgian sehoolmistress and her grateful

pupils, to the imericen brives, who pronght peace

and 1liderty to the world.”

The mewspapers 8lso wrote much that wes deeply touch~
ing regarding the Ssored Csrgo passing through the locks of

their respective citles, and expressed sincers appresiation of

the splendid spirit of our soldlers.
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In several of the towns of Belgium, many fureign
visitors were among those who peid homage to their desd, Summer
residents of the rescrts whers the convoys pessed, stopped their
motor cars and bared their heads as the funeral cortege passed.
In nearly every case, passengers in the trams along the route
took off their hats, snd the cars stopped until the cortege had
passed.

Hearing Antwerp sll traffic was stopped for seversl
minutes while the barges passed though the causeway into the
first of the basins., The river was jummed snd congested with
shipping of all descriptions, btut & right of way ws gquiexly
made 80 that the imerican convoys, which bud been two wooks
on their journsy through the eanals, were adble to cnfer the
basins of the city after all other shipping nad been suspended.
They continued unimpeded to the dook where &an American guard
of honor was waiting to receive them.

¥othing could be more convinoing of the appreciation
of imerican vslor than the tributes shown by the people oOf
France and Belgium along the route traversed by those solemn
convoys of the dead.

m; pasesge through the sombre grandenr of the

causls and rivers was & fitting processional to the 3,000 mile

voyage in & military transport across the broad Atlentic.
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Disabled veblcles in yard waiting to enter Shop.
Overhsul Park and Shop, St. Ouen.
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ACTIVITIES OF THS SUPPLY AND TRANSFORTATIUN DIVIGICH.

The establishment of the Transportation Division and
1ts sotivities up to September 1, 1920, have been referred %o
{n Chapter IV., Volume I, of the History of this Service. The
fusing of the Supply Branch and the Transportation Branch into
the Supply and Transportation Division wes effected upom the
reorganization in August, 1920.

Up to that time the Division had been scattered over
a redius of five miles, with a Headquarters at No. 7 rus Tuentin-
Baushart, & garage on rus Petrarque, Paris, the Reserve Iark
at 5t. Denis and the Overhsul Park at 5t. Cuen,

In the fall of 1920 negotiations were begun for the
rental of & suitable building for the (verhaul Shop. After
various locations were considered, the former Amer ican uotor
Trensport Advance Supply Base at S5t. Cuem, about one mile out-
side the gates of Paris, was finally obhiﬁd.

It was decided that St. Denis should be retained as
a Reserve Park and that the new property at Ste (uen should be
organised as an (verhaul P&rke.

The property at St. Uuen was taken over on the 6th :
of December, 1920, and the removal of the shop to Ste Cuen was

begun at omse. All work was stopped at St. Denis and the work-
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men were called upom to assist in the transfer, which occcupied
about three days. At the same time, steps were taken for the
installation of lights, power, telephone and machinery. A8
none 0of the machinery, of which & safficient stoek had been
requested, could de furnished from the United States, with the
exseption of twenty Shaler vuloanizers, the necessary amount
was purchased locally, suthority being granted for the ex-
penditure of four thousand dollars for this purpose.

The wost importznt of the moghinery purchased was

a band saw for the carpenter shop, & hagk saw, & large lathe,

a forge, and a generator pet, togather with a number of smaller

artioles.

on Mareh 7, 1921, Hajor F.F. Jowstt, Infantry, was
relioved in charge of the Division of Supplies and Tran sporta-
tion by Lt. Col. ¥m. G. Ball, CeileCe

When the lease on cccupied premises of this Service
at St. Denie expired on June 30, 1921, the depot was installed
at St. Ouen, where sdditiomal grounds and bdbuildings were se-
sured. This concentration resulted in 2 reorganization of
the executive sections of the mvi-lion. permitting & reduotion

in the number of temporsry personnel.
Motor Transportation Branch.

types of transportation furnished this Service

from the United States were found to be unsuitable for the




work required. 7he G.K.C. § tom truck was too light for the
transportetion of bodies. with ome casket this car s sud~
Jested to lost motion; with two it was overicadsd. The loxg
trips over the rough rosds of the devastated regions at high
speed subjsoted the Dodge winter touring cars to wear for whish
they wers not intended. The ¥hite Resonnaistionce cars were
0ld stosk and badly in need of overhsuling. 5is the work of
the American Graves Registrztion Service was rapidly expanding,
use had to be made of the trenspordation oh band, and as a
result, oars of sll types found their way into the Service

Park at te Denis in ever inoreasing numbers. Ais & &Onsegquonce,
the most diffigult problem of all - the repair of transporta-
tion ~ was introdused into the situation.

The Service Ferk at S5t. Denis, while more or less
sdequate for minor repuirs for the operctioa of transporta~-
tion under normal eonditions, was wholly inadsquate Zor the
worx required under the abnormsl conditions found om ths
battlefields of France. Vith restricted working and storage
space; inadequate shelter for the workmen; insuffioient
maohinery; & limited supply of spare parts; & mass of wregisd
transportation drifting into the yard, the situation at St.
Denis presented a far from mmnc ploture.

Cables m sent to the United States requesting
ahop moshinery, sdequate parts and heavier transportatios
in the form of Liderty truoks $o replace the 0.4.Cs; alse

xR .




view of Overhaul Park and Shop, St. Ousn,.

Another




Ccadillaos and %hite Staff Cbservation ours to replesce the
Dodges. In addition, tank trucks and & machine shop truck,
with spare parts trailers, were requested. Attempts were them
mede to locate a bullding emitabdble for an Overhaul 5Shop.

In order to further increass the efficiency at the
Service Park, Captain H.C. Holdridge wms detalled as Maintenance
officer, with instructions to begim the organisation along the
lines of approved shop methods as far as they were applicadle
to the existing situation.

Hith referensce to the requests for additiomal trans-
portation of heavier type, this Service was notified thut there
wes none available in the United States, but that 75 Liberty
trucks were to be turmed over by the American Forces in Germany.
while this was less than the number asked for, it was & sub-
stantisl inorease over the transportatiom on hand. Substitution

for the Cadillacs and "hite Observation cars, this Service wis

informed, must be expested from the 25 Cadillacs to be turmed over

by the Sosiety of the Osuks.

The Motor Transport supplies were ordered to be trans-

forred from the Supply Branch to the Motor Transport Departwent,
and Captain Holdridge was made iotor Trensport Supply Officer
and Salvage Officer, in addition to his duties as isintenance
Ofricer. The Reserve Park at St. Denis wus &lso placed under

the Lnintenance Officer, the necessary ohange being due to

shortage of commissioned personnel.
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The inventory of otor Transport supplies was under-
taken by the Kaintenanse Officer in sonjunction with the Supply
ofticer; the installation of steel bins in the shop &t St. Cuen

was sontracted for and, upon completion of the imventory, the
transfer 6? gtook to %, Cuen was begun.

Keanwhile, the first shipment of 30 Liberty trucks
fyrom the American Forces in Cormany wap received and, although
requiring minor repairs, they soom were ready %o be sent %o

the fisld. The number of vehicles awvailadle was slso increased
by the shipment to Paris of sll cars operating ia England, where

the work had been finlshed. Unfortunately, these cars were in
poor condition mechanisally and served only to swell the mass
of material aweiting repairs, which had inoreased to an aston-
{shing degree. This imorezse was explainable by the fact that
gome of the osrs hud been in service for almost a year and re-
quired overhauling; soms were injured by poor drivers, while
others had been received from the United States in an unser-
viceable condition, and very few could be repaired while the
shops were being mwoved. In addition, a number of cars were
shipped in from various stations as surplus, and it was con-
sidered inadvisable to re-assignm them until they had been rwre
or less overhaulad.

Mnjor Ralph Talbot, Jre, TsiteCey Was transferred to

the imerisan Forces in Cermany and wes relieved by iajor R.%.

Riefizohl, Ce?.C., On Jamuary 1, 1921. A% about this date the
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25 (adillaos arrived from the Ukrainisn stooks and the second
ghipment of 25 Liberty trusks wes received from the Ameriecan

Forces in Germsny. Thess also required some repairs before

being in condition for heavy fleld service, but thoﬁ' general
condition wes good, With the receipt of 56 additional new

S.l.0. trucks; 6 used Yhits Recormaissance ¢ars from the United
States, and the promise of 15 Cadillses and 17 Yhite Recomnaissance
cars from the imerican Forces in Germeny, sdequate motor trans-

portation for this Service was assured.
The situstion on dareh first had radically improved.

An sxcellent shop, adequate for all needa, was maintained; also
& Supply Brench and & Reserve Pexk functioning promptly &nd ef-
fieiently for the operations of the Field Sections. Up %o ilareh
first, & totdl of seven complete truck sections had been orgenised
and sent to the field, and transportation was availuble for the
organisction of four more, two of which were already completed.
During the six months prior to Osctober 1, 1921, tires
and tubse to ths velne of 535,232 were received at the repair
ghops a8 worthless. HMore than $13,000 worth of this material
was repaired and sent to stook for re-issue.
The general averege of employees for the year October,

1920, to Cetober 1921, was:w

1 Chiaf mechanie.
10 roremen.
11 ¥aghinista.
109 Hechanies and helpers.
8 Blacksmiths and helpers.
6 Painters.
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Supply Branch, Headquarters and Reserve Park.
St. Ouen.

Storage Park and corner of Garsge.
st. 0!031.
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13 Corpenters and dody worxsrs.
3 Tinmaiths and metal workers.
8 Upholsterers and trimsers.
7 Rlectrisians.
3 Yuleaniszers and tire repair mes.
2 Acetylene welders.
The Notor Transport Service om Getober 1, 1931, eon~
sisted of B35 Cadillaes, imcluding touring ears and limcusines;
89 Dodge winter touring oars; 42 Thite Resommeissance cars; 89
Standard "B* truocks; 281 G.M.Ce 7 ton trasks sod &3 Harley-
Devideon motoreyocles. This transportation wes distributed sud-
stantially as follows: for the Port Officers, One OF mOYe G.M.CS.,
& Dodge or Cedillss and a motoreyele; for ths ires Supsrviscrs,
mtmummmrnmmm-.mﬁrmrw
Sestions engaged in removing the soldier dead, a truck seotion
oonsisting of twelve G.M.Cs. (or four Gtandard “38" and seven
GeMe0S.}, & passenger car and & woteroysls. All hmd the ned~
sesary persomnel to handle the Wu sad oars assigned. ¥Yor
the Port éfﬂms and Areas ¥0 overhead perstnnel was nesessury,
vut to the truck seetions, in additiom to the regular shanftyurs,
were assigned ome truckmaster, twe mechanics and an extra chauf-
foure
Hot mentioned above was that trsnsportation assigned
to the Paris Garege and that at the Ressrve Park, which was used
losally ad Hemdquarters for trensporting supplies snd persounel
and which from time to time was cslled upon to make trips of

a temporary mature to all parts of Frence.

The sections often remsined awsy fyom their base for
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Long poriods of time. During the early deys of the operations,
they started in the porth, west and southwest of France and
mmuaommlmehohmmhryum. The
entire movemant roqulndspormwnnﬁtyurfer its com-
pletion, and during that time several of the sections 4id not
return to Feris. Another noﬁoa, starting from Paris, was sent
to Germany, traveling as far east &8 Yarssw, It returned to
paris after an absence of more than two months, recording a total
milenge for esch vehicle of approximately four thousand miles.
7his was & normsl full season's rum for the average motor c&r.
Single vehicles have beenm nown to average mearly three hundred
xilometres per day for several weeks at & time, Trasveling over
the bad rosds of the devastated regions or through the snowdrifts
of the Voages; working under high pressursj continually shifting
position, and the lmpossibility of seouring suffiolent spare
perts made the service especially difficult. The persomnel eon~
sisted of approximately 600 eivilian employees and two com-
missioned officers.

Fortunately, good msterial for truckmasters haed beon
available. Dissharged sergeants of the Army, Motor Transporta~
tiom Service; ex-officers of the MB Service; picked men se-
cured locally, - the abilities of all were made use of as truck-
masters or assistants in other ecapagities.

of 81l the difficulties experienced, thoms connsc ted

with the repair of transportation were the worst. Originally




the Service Maykk was organised &t 5%, Denie, on the site of the

0ld gusoline filling stetion thet was in operstion during the
war, TYhen the imerican Greves Registration Service wus in ite
{nfuncy, this Park wes sdequite for all requiresments. il tzat
tims ths cars wers new snd the Park was comsernsd chiefly with
setting up the vehicles and putiing tham into service. Sefore
the 1ast one was dispatshed to the figld, tho a=wunt of matarial
0 bs repaired wis assming such large proportions as to demon~
strate the utter imdequacy of the service of repsir. iarger
and better accommodations for am Overheul Faik were nessnsery

- and were found cnly sfter & long seaveh, In the msantime the
persounel vas working cnder open sheds or out in ths inclssent
weather of the momth of Oetoder, with the only equipment aweil-
able befing sontained in tw mhm shop truvks. The 13389

of the concrete bullding at St. Ousm obviated this objestiomadle
festure.

Before mmoh oculd be dowe {n the way of repairs,
difficulties bagan to pile up, ond the incessant domsnd !er.
tronsportation that atarted at that time contimued for severel
months, Cars began to break down on skcount of the severe ser-
vice required of thu during the winter months, and srrived in
Foris in inoressing numbers as the days passed. Seventy~five
Stapdard “B* trusks were received from the Aserican Forses in
Germeny, and slthough in fair sondision for towm wik, were in

nood of repalr befors they sculd be saut to the field with the
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expedtation thut they would remein there. Ths 25 Cadillacs
received from the Ukrainiam Govermment, having deen turned bdesx
from the war stooks, required & thorowgh overhauling before they
oould be placed in service. Ais many as 200 cars requiring re-
eirs wre on hand as thia time. Desands for rc_pluman e
coning in from ewvery direction. Spare psrts were soarge, os~
pesially for the Cadillse oars that hid besn received unex-
pectedly, and & lack of precursment ocontinually delayed repair.
8y NHovember, 1921, the Overhaul Fark was able to give
fuall service and prodused an aversge weekly output of over
twenty cars., Between Jamwmry first and November first more
than 500 oars were repaired, most of them being completely over-
hatled., Oars turned in were stripped of sll acocessories and
placed in the Storsge Mrk until sush thne as thers wyre places
for them in the shop. They were fsd through ths shop and, wpon
completion of the work required, were plseed in the Zeserve
Fark until needed for the formmtion of sections or for repluce-
mont. i reserve suffioclent o meet all normsl demends waas then
avatlabdle for all types of vehicles, and instantaneous service
given for all replacement calls, 50 well had the future m‘o
of cars bosn takan care of, that work on ecsrtain types was
entirely suspanded and a redustionm of persoznel mads possidle.
Until Cotoder first about 150 men were required in the shop
for the service of repalrs alome. By Eovember first a redustion

of 30 per ocent in the nmumber of employees was effected.
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Rail and Vater Transporgation Branch.

The activities of the Esil and uater Pransportation
3panch from September 1, 1920, %o September 1, 1921, in the 18-
guance of passenger transportation, express and freight ship-
ments, greatly {noreased m scoordance with the .numd pro-
gram of operations and the goneral increase in persommel.

During an aversge period of six months, vouchers were
i{ssusd for the payment of passenger transportation to the amount
of francs 58,B59.45 and for freight transportation to the amount
of francs 306,629.55, or & total amount to railroad companies
of frencs 365,189.00. There were also paid by this Brench, bills
gor telegrams and cabdles to the number of 163, amounting to franss
54,132,085,

In the early part of October the poliey regarding ar-
rangenents for railroad movements and the ordering of cars for
large shipments was changed. FPrior to that time all details
covering the handling of transportation for thie Service were
made direot with the railroad companies by the Rail and vater
opansportation Brenche. The new arrangements provided that sush
details be handled by the Frensh llssion attached to this Service.

7o earry out the plam of svasuation and transportation
of remains in Fraonce for the so-called Zome of the Armies, and

to comply with the requirgments of the French Govermment for

trainload shiyments, it wos necessary to solve the problem of
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storsge and transportation. This sotivity was assigned to the
Supply and Transportation Division and was sgeomplished by the
establ ishment of railhesds at various points to be cperuted under
the dirﬁt supervision of the Chief of the Rail and Weater Trans-
portation.

A personal reconnsissance vesS made by the Chief of this
sransh with & view to securing the best possible facilities at
certain points for storage of the numbey of bodies to be evaouated
¢rom each railhesd and for the shipment of trainlosd lots of 1,000
to 1,500 bodies.

(n the sbove basis, railheads were temporarily es-
tablished, as operations advanced, &8 followe:~

' Reilhesd Fo. 1 Hoisel (Somme).
nailhead No. 2 Bazoilles-sur-lisuse (vosges).
Railhead Mo. 5 Toul (Meurthe & kovelle).
Railhesd No. 4 Fismes (Marnel.
Railhesd Ho. b Cheumont (Haute-iarne).

Due to the impossibility of securing proper ledgment
in the devastated ares of RBoisel, it was found necessary to
place the persommel of this railhead, &8 wall as that of the
operating division working st the railbead, in riutny CET B
Arrangements were mede with the Fational Tourist Bureau of the
¥rench Govermment to lease five of the old Ameriocan hospital
ecars which were stored at Glevres. CU&rs were brought to pParis,
fitted up, and forwarded to Roisel for the rallhesd. Work com-
menced st that point on November 26, 1920. Shipment of bodles

wers made to the port of Calals in two trainload lots, one of

i
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33 cars containing 873 bodies and one of 28 ears containing
651 bodies.
nailhead 50. 2 WS opensd at Basoilles-sur-ieuss
(Voeges} Jamiary 10, 1921, three Fleld Sections operating at
one time or another through this railhesd.
Railhesd Fo. 3 st Toul, (leurthe & Mosells) was opened
rebruary 15, 1921, with two Field Sections working at that point.
railhead Ho. & was opened at Fismes {sarne} Fobruary
23, 1921, The same conditions of lodgment naving been found 28
at Rolsel, it was decided that the hospital oars in use at Rolisel
be transferred to Flsmes (darne)e
Railnead No. 5 opened at Choumont (Haute-iarne),
February 20, 1921, with ome Field Sestion in operation.
The following is & resume of the sotivities of the
voricus Railhsads during six months prior to September, 19213
The last shipment from Roisel was made on Februsry 22
and upon depapture of this last shipment of bodies, the residents
of Roisel gathered at the train to bid farewell and the layor
read & short address to which the Commanding Officer of Railhead
To. 1 responded with & feow words of thenks. This railhead was
transferred %o Bu&. senehould on amh 12.
WO ahipmnts of boaiol were made from Railhead No. i,
gainte Lenshould, to Antwerp. The first, consisting of 1,308
vodies, was gorwarded on Lareh 29 and the second, consisting

of 864 bodies, left for Antwerp on June 4. ifter the depurture




-109-A-

e

e i ...:.Ehi

TTIITETT i

.”.P.} %aﬁi

Yehicles in running conditiom ready to takxs the Field.
Reserve Park, St. Denis.
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of the last trainlosd of bodies from Ste. lenehould, the railnesd
was completely closed outs

The last shipment from Basoilles, consisting of 1,302
bodies, mi formrded to Cherbourg on February 29 and Reilhead
FCe ZulOpcmdstMmmonmmth. There were two
shipments made from pailhead Fo. 2, Thisusourt, %o intwerp. The
first, consisting of 1,343 bodies, was ronargo& on kisy 3 and
the second, of 1,003 bodies, left for Antwerp on L&y 16, The
Railhead was transferred to Chateau~Thierry on sy 27, from which
point two shipments were mede to Antwerp.

in secordance with tho desision of the Chlef of this
service, all bodles concentreted at Toul were shipped to intwerp
by barge. Four barges containing 961 bodles left Toul for Antwerp
on April 8 and this Ruilhead was closed on April 14, 1521.

(nly ome shipment, consisting of 667 dodles, was for-
worded from Railhesd ¥o. 4, Fiomes, to intwerp on April 16 and
the Ruilhesd was olosed tmnedistely upon the departure of this
ghipmente

(me shipment, consisting of 1,176 bodles, ws forwrd~
od from Reilhesd Ho. 5, Chauwmont, to intwerp on spril 6 and the
Railhead was completely olosed put on April 10.

Railhead Ho. 6 8% Fere-en~Tavdencis vas opened for
operations on sarch 25, 1921, Permission was obtained from the
Regions Liberees to use ground under thelr eontrol for the '

establishment of the Railhead. The empty cusksts used by Rail-
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head ¥o. 6 wers furnished by Cherbourg. There were two ship-
monts of bodles made from this Railhesd to intwerp. The first
shipment of 1,263 bodies left Fere—en-7ardencis for Antwerp on
Juns 2, 1921, and the second shipment, consisting of 946 bodles,
was forwarded om June 10. Railhesd Ho. 6, Fere-en-Tardenocis,

was completely closed out on June 11, 1921,

supply Branche

Up to September, 1920, the Rail and water Transportation
granch hzd under its direction the voushering and ageounting for
all rail transportation, srmy Transport charges, port expenses,
telegraph, telephone and cable ascounts.

ifter the organisation of September, 1920, the Tele-
phone iccounts Section wis transferred to the Rents, Contracts
snd Claims Brenche

41l anditing and vouchering since september, 1920,
functioned under the Rail and Tater Pransportation Sranch, as

did also the Telephome, Cable, and Barge Transport Sections.

In September, 1921, the rail and vater Transportation b

prapch wos incorporated with the Supply Branch and becsme &n

{ndependent section thereof.

suditing.

411 reilroad bills, being based on tariff rates and
not on Govermment agreement, were audited in connection with

the complete set of Fremol railroad tariffs retained by the

ARV 0% o RN
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il and Tater Seotion.

s & ssmple of the vyolume of work ascomplished during
an average month, bille were vouchered by this yeotion in the
amount of one milliom frcncs. These items covered rail trans-
portation of passengers, vodiss and suppliesi switehing and
specisl side-track charges inoluding the cperstion of the Army
railrosd from Dun-sur-iouse to Romegne Cemeterye.

Bills for telegraph and cable accounts were checked
sgeinst the Fronch governmont postal tariffs before being vouchered
by the rail end Yater Sestion. Arrsugements were made by this
gection with the French government whersby all telegrems for
this Service were nandled on & oredit pasis, the bills beling

passed through Headquarters for wvouchering by this Sectione
supply Seetion.

It wae {mpractisadle to get 81l supplies from the
ynited States, due to the faet that the necessity for nost of
them srose through emorgersy conditions. In compliance with
specifioc aathority from the Tar pepartment, all purch2ses were
made in Europe except for sertain standard articlos which were
supplied from the United Gtates. “hen supplies were available
{n the Cusrtormaster pepartment of the smerican Forces in

Germany they were obtained there. The clasces Of morchandise

ditrered oonsiderablye. i¥achinery, garden tools, exhumation

et e it =




toole and teshnical supplies for exhumation work hsd to be bought
in Surope exsept in the case of disinfectants, which were pur-
chased in the United iLtates,

There were two methods of issue. Headquarters wers

supplied by the Property Loanm Officer, while the outside issues

were made by the Supply Officer.

Salvage.

“hen the field operations began to slow up and irea and

Port offices degan to olose, 8ll surplus property that had been

fasued to them was shipped to St. Cuem. in inventory was taken

and inspsoction requested. The property was disposed of as the
Inspector dérected, elther by being broken up or socld. “hen
property was ordered sold, sealed proposals were called for and
the property disposed of to the highsst bidder.

The Supply Depagtment had charge of the upkeep of the
buildings and grounds which were leased by this Service. These
included the Headquarters building at Ho. 8 Avenus d'lems; build-
ings and grounds at Ut. Cuen; the morgue at iubervilliers, and,
up to July 1921, the supervision of the bnilding at o. 7 rue

{uentin-sauchart.

The Sales Commissary.

The Sales Commissary of the American Graves Registration

Service, "..i.C., in Europe, begaun to funotiom on iareh 5, 1920,
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and was located in the Headquarters Building, 8 Avenue d'lens,

Fagis. 1 : ‘ |
The commissary of the imerican Zxpediticnary Forces . | hg

in France having closed in JanuAry, 1920, the Chief of this Ser~ }

vice deoided to estadblish s small commissary for the sonvenienae

of the commissioned, enlisted and American civilian personnel pf
the American (raves Registration Service in France. Commi ssary

privileges were also extended to all officers on duty in France,
{neluding offiocers of the United States Army attending French

}ilitary Schoole, and retired officers presiding in ¥rance, snd

navel persormel passing through Paris; all American sivilian

employees serving under controot, whether with the american

Graves Registration dervice or elsewhare] also civilian clerks,

" EeCe, Gotailed for duty in the office of the Military attache.
in special oases snd om proper request, the permission was ex-
tended beyond the above 1imits., Froperly ostabl ished cards of
{dentity were issued %o those privileged to purchase.

The perscmmel engaged in conducting this depsrtment

" sonsisted of & Chief Clerk, an assistant clerk and one wWarehouse

man. -

when Fleld Sections were opersating in devastated re~

glons, there were practically mo facilities for obtaining the ¥ \

necessary supplies, asscordingly messes were organised and largely \ ¥

gupplied from the conmissary in Paris.




All supplies were requisitioned from the commissary
of the Amerioan Forces in Germsuy &t Coblens and delivered by
eonvoyer twice & month,

On ¥arch 15, 1920, & commissary wes cpensd &t Nomegne-
sous-iiontfaucon (Meuss), this being the only one in ths field.
In sddition to serving the imerican pasrsommsl on duty at the
censtery theve, this commissary proved of great sonvenienss Yo
the Y. .Cui., Who maneged the lHostess House at that plsce, by
ouhnné them t¢ purchase supplies {n cises of sasrgensy for

the acoomodation of visitors.
Oon Juns 10, 1920, the direct operation of the commissary

at Roangna-scus-iiontfanson ceased and it came under the Jnﬂ&-
dlotion o0f the Supervisor of Ares Ko. le An officer was assigned
in oharge and ths aivilian employees already on duty thers were
transferred from the payroll of ths Faris commissary to that

of Romagns.
The Morgue st raris.

The morgue, which wes leased by this Service in Ware-
house ¥o. 55, Eagasins Genersux at Aubervilliers, wis a large
brick warehouss with cement floory, and a capasity of approximately
800 caskets. It was first opened on April 14, 1921, with Oaptain
Zdward J. Turgeon, 7.iM.C., in cherze and wes intended to relieve
the railheads and ports by storing the bodies held for identifi-

oation, for ooncentration at Suresnes, and those for foreign

shipment.




About the middle of iiay the bodies in storage insluded

126 fyom the port of Tonlonm and 17 from Cherbourg. Thers were

101 for comcentration at Suvesnes and one for Helleau Wood. For
foreign shipment theve were 12 for Italy and one ssch for (reecs,
Seotland and ungland. Thirty-thres were held for identification. ‘

e amiture

One small oase contained the ashes of & aoldiar whe had bdeen

eremated at the family’s request. J
Assisting Captain Turgeon, who was under #alor C.D.

Hartman, L.i.0., were fOour imsrican wtohmen, one chauffeur,

ons Chief Clerkx and Swp Vrensh laborers. (n ocoeasions requiring

oxtre lador, suoh as the unloading of caskets, wrinsn were fur-

nished from the Supply Depot at (t. Cuen.
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Chalons.

Arrival of the

Chalons.
Entering Hotel de Ville.
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CHAPEER VI.
THE UNENOWN DELD,

In the hears of the old batile arsa of France, at i
Chalons-sur<lisrne, the body of the Umimowa United States Soldier |
was ehosen on Moaday, Ostober 3, 1921, as representative of !,
the 77,000 Americans who paid the supreme sserifice in the cause i
of Liberty and Justice. =

Pour bodies of wmkmown soldiers fyom the cemsteries
of Ailsne-ilarne, Heuse-Argonne, Somme and St. iihiel were brought
to Cimlons on Sunday, Ootober 25, and plagced in a ohember in
the Hotel ds Ville.

Prior to the shipment of the remains of these four
unknows soldiers to Chalons-sur-isrne for the fimal selestion,
this Service made a thoroﬁh search of all the Forms No. 16-4

for unknown soldiers inm the cometories at Almug-itayne, Meuse-
Argonne, Somme and St%. Mihisl. This spsrch wms for the purpose
of locating bodies of unknowa soldiers whioch gave mo elwe to,
or ovidense of, identity. Further, the original records, show-
ing the interments of these bodies, were searched and the four

bodies selected repressnted the remains of soldiers of which
there was absolutely mo indication as $0 name, reank, organisa~-
tion or date of death. In other words, these bdodies were
ploked up in isolated spots and comsentrated in the cemetevdes




Sergeant Younger who selested the Unimowm Soldier.
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exumerated above 80 that their idemtity could mot be solved by
any recourse o records,

In addition to these four bodies - ome from each of
the cometories stated above -~ four other bodies were sslested
for alternates, and Forms No. 16-4, giving the grave locations
of these bodies in their resfective cemeteriss, were prepared
by the Registrationm Bramch., The purpose of providing altermates
was in case the exhumstion of the Uximown Soldier revealed any
ovidense of identity, the alternste bedy could them de exhmmed
mmum«mummmtusmt-
culsr oemetery. |

These four bodies wers exhumed fyom the four cemeteries
on Ootober 2%, 192l, and promptly at the designuted hour of 3 p.m.
on Ootober 23 the bodies arrived from dirfereant directions at
the Hotel de Ville. Eash body was oonvoyed by an officer, who
had instruotions to deliver to Eajor R.P, Harbold, QeileCoy the
Forms pertaining to the bodles delivered, as well as the alternate
Forms which had been provided. In mo case wus the altermate
Form used and the four b0di0s when extmumed had sbsolutely no
ovidence of identity. These Forms were turmed over to Major
Harbold and were later given to LS. Colomel G.V.S, Quachkembush,
TeMsCoy Operatioms Division, who, in the pressnce of Major
Harbold, destroyed by fire the four Forms Xo. 18-i pertaining
to the four bodies which had been exhumed and sent to Chaloms-
sur-Marne.

In addition to the destrustiom of these Forms, all
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French people paying tribute to Unknown Soldier.
October 24, 1921.

General view of Place de 1'Hotel de Ville as
the body was being removed.
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mmummumnuhh‘

or
hia:uumnmmuamx
mmmu-uwum“

Chalons-sar-iiarns, the Saskety e vl of wne bodies at

mummmnﬁyl“%mmwm

caskets by placing them on @3 it

on which they reposed during v, 4% other than the cnes
gt

could be no rtunity for

the American Graves Registraty,, * 9Ven the employees of

, E

¥arne, to recognise, through Present at Chnlons-gyp.
Orde

from the werious cemeteries. ¥ O arrangement, the bodies

Yhen the fimal nn..““ "
Sergeant Edward Younger, the —

By this method there

Mmﬁnﬁh’
“atatning this Unknows wag
to the one specially provideq, !h:‘m"'uiuminm‘
Presence of CuAreSYEASEr Qanepy, R-LM wes made In the
Army; Colonel H.F. Rethars, Chiq e,

Service, C.d.Cey In Burope;

tmmedistely t5ksm $0 ANOMer o,

.

Bogers, ynited States
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Ia fyent of Rotel de Ville.
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to the room eomtaining the other bodies. Ome of the cammets
therein wae opened and the body removed from it and plased in
the caskst fyom whish the selected Unxmown Soldier had been taXkesn.
The purpose of this transfer was to have the casiet buried (which
originally sontained the body that had been sslested) snd thus
precluds the posaldility of any mark of identification being loft
which might in any way show fyom vhat oometery that body had desn
M The casiets were them replaced im the shipping cases
and loaded om G.HM.C. trisks, vhich were wmiting at the entrenss.
They were sent immedistely to Romagne Cemstery, whare the three
bodios wore buried that ssme day inm greves mmbeved 1, 2 and 3,
Row To. 1, Blook G.  The only rescrd mow pertaining to these
bodies is the reburisl record showing sz Gmimown Soldier duried

in the three graves above mm‘ /
The oeremony of selesting the Umknown Soldler took
place at 10 o'clook Honday morning. Among thoss present were:
General Duport, commapding the 6th Army Corps; id. Brisse, the
Prefeat of the larne; . Servas, iayor of Chalons-sur-iarne}

the Town Counsil; & pmmber of French gusrds and other officers;
the Americen offisers, insluding usjor Genoral H.L. Rogers,
Cuartsrmmster Gemerel; Colomel H.F. Rethers, Q.ii.C., Ohief, |
Amsyigan Greves Registration Serviee, Q.M.C., im Burope; Lieut. |
Col. ¥illiam G, Fsll, Q.M.C.j Major Rebert P. Harbold, C.isCe}
Osptainm E. LeRooh, Fremch Away (Fremch Lisisen Officer); re
Keating, Chiof Supervisory Bubalmer; photogrephers and members




Le Havre.
Arrival of funeral train,
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Carrying Unknowm Soldier to caisson.




of the Press. A Fremoh military bend in the courtyard sdjoin-
ing remdered appropriste mmsie. '
Gonsrul Dupert then delivered an address im Fremeh, to
vhich & brief reply was made by Generel Rogers, Shauiking Gemevsl
Dupors, the Prefect, the Mayoy and others for the complete ar-
rangenents they had perfected for this very inportsat ceremony.
A% 9:30 a.ms on Monday the Fremch troops assssbled in
front of the Hotel de Ville and at 10 ¢'slook tho Premsh snd
Amsrican offisials sntered ths hall. A Fremch military band
playsd "The Death of Ase™ frem "Feer Gyut” as Sergeant Younger
dmyuwmmmummswotmu'
roses whish hed been donated by i, Bresseny Brulfer, & former

momber of the City Couneil. Sergeant Younger, peassing between
two lines formed by the officials, entered the chamber in whish

wore the bodies ef the four Unmknewn Soldiers, eireled the caskets
three times, then silently plased the flowers on the third casket
from the left. He fasced the body, stecd at attention and saluted.

Gemoral Duport stepped forwmrd at the other end of the casie$,
and ssluted in the mame of the Fremeh people. He was followed

by the other offiaials yresent.
The casimt wes inssriped: "“An Uniknown imerican who

gave his life in the World War,” 7he coffin wus sealed and
then draped with the Stars sad Stripes. The eriginal spray of
white roses was laid upon the new sasiet snd, &s the strains
ofmu--mmmwpunlm.mpn-




Le Havre. :
General view of Place de la Gare upon arrival,
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View of procession on Boulevard Straiabouré,
thowing American Guapd of Honop,



bearers, six non-commissioned officers mslested from the Head-
quarters Company &t Coblens, 1ifted the casket and bore it to
the catafalque in a shring eveoted im the center of the large
hall facing the prinsipsl entrance gate of the Hotel de Vills.

A gumrd of homor kept watoh over the remsins. It consisted of
six Premoh soldiers, five minlom offisers fyom the
Amorican m- in Germeny, and a representative of the Ameriean
Legion, Flowers, wreaths and bromse toksms, whiish had been
mmmmnmw«mqam.

The body lay in state from ome o'clock wntil four, -
during whioh time mmpuozcm-mmmmmu
respocts and left offerings of flowers. : |

At four o'elosk, Fremsh troops, composed of military
bands, the 108th Regiment of Infantry, and several squadrons
of cavalry, grouped in fromt of the Hotel de Ville. Gezersl
Dupors, his Chief of Staff and his alde-de-camp; Genersl Allem;
Geneyal MMM. staff, escorted by a troop of eavalry,

returned to the Hotel de Ville for the official ceremonies vhich

had been prepared by the lMayor of the ¢ity of Chalons,

Upon oompletion of the ceremomies, about 5 peme,
the march to the station began., The officials inside the Mall
stood at salute while Fho casket was being carried out and
placed on the gun carriage aprropriately draped with flags.
Boy Secuts of Freanoe guthored the flowers and tributes and
formed in lime in front of the caisson. Fremsh infantry and
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Le Eavre,
Carvying the floysl tributes.




=128

savalry lined the streets froem the Hotel de Ville to the staticnm
ulmﬂumuumm.uim. mmmmum
following Frenmsh orgunisations:

$th Dyagon.
1064h Infantyy.
40%h rield srtillery.
25¢h rield ivtillery.
M0th Hoter ZTranspertatiom Co.
6th Sestion of T.H.C.
Boy Seeuts.

Pivemen,
Delegations of warious veteras sesisties
avd othey local sovielies.
Students of Arts & Trades Sehael.
Sehool ehiléren, slo.
The remains were plased in the funerel car of the
spesisl train which ws tendeved by the Fremeh Govermmnt. e

train 1eft Chalens at 8110 pems and arrived at the Gers Batignolles,

Paris, at 10 pem, The body remained over night in the car at the
station under a guard of honor of three soldiers frum the imerisces
Forees in Germany and a representative of the imerisan Legiom.

mmx train, dearing i, I-xmt, uinister of
Pensions, uul ew French and .merican officials, left Batiguolles
station for Le Havre at 9120 a.m., Tuesday, Octoder 25, stopping
st Rouen, wheye lajor General Dushesns, Commanding Gensrel of

the 54 Fremoh army Coyps and his side-de-oamp, Joimed the military
oneﬂmiuibmhﬂ. The train arrived at Lo Eavre
at 1300 pems A guard of ene Machine Gun Company of the 129%h
Prensh Infentsy and a detachment of Freneh sailors pressuted




Prench Ninister of Pemsicns degorating the Unknown
Soldier with the Cross of the legion of Homep.
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amnmmnmvnummmmnmumms

being present:

Vice-idmirel Barthes, Prefut laritime de Cherbdourg,

ropresenting the Minister de 1 Morine.

Frefet 4o la Seime Inferieure.

Sous-Prefet dun Havre.

M, Mayer, Maire du HEawre.

. Brindsaun, Semator.

Captain dp Vaissesu do Meynard.

Colomel Le Hagre, 129th Infantry.

Najor De Garnison du HaVFe.

The Ameriosn pallbesrers carried the camket fyom the
train, followed by the officisls and 8180 by 30 French scldiers
carrying the florsl offerings and mrched to ths squars in front
of the station where the calsson, draped with American flags,
was waiting. As the band of the 6th Division, Frensh Army,
played the fomiliar streins of “Aux Champs,” the casket was
plasced upon the calesen. A veritable shower of flowers them
o1l upon the easket ~ the pfferings of the sshool children
of lLe Havre.

The entire population of the oity turned out %o pey
homage to America‘'s Unimown Soldier and to show dsep appresiation
and respest. Mauy thoussnds ef people lined both sides of the
entire route from the station to the Pler d'iscsle, whers the
United States Cruiser "Olympia” awmited the srriwl ¢f the body.

A% 13120 pom. tho cortege started. In front was a

uiubut of mounted polics; them came the drums and bugles

of the 129%th Infantyy Regiment and the Divisional band that




was to play the Fumevel Mayehes of Chopin, Andrienx snd lendslssohn
on the way; the flag of the 129th Iafantry; Colonel lLe Hagre,
followed by batialions of the Havreis Regiment; o sestiom of
sailors from the orews of the "Verdun" and “1'Apermay.” The
palns, wreaths, hmohmmmtdb:nuun of the
129%h Infantry Regiment followed.

After these came & detachment of imerican soldiers
preceding the eoffin of the Unknows Seldier. enmubor
the eoffin were eight American sergesnts, ameng whom wes Sergesat
Edward Younger who had the honor of selecting the Unkmown Soldier;
then a section of the 129th Infantry Regiment carrying thelr
ayms reversed, and the orphans belonging to the "Praternite

Pranso-imericaing,” esch earrying a flower.

The procession marohed through the Boulevard de
Strasbourg. A wreath tied with the Frensh and Hawvrs colors,
and st the base of vhioh wis & bouquet of roses, wes offered
by the eity of Le avre, in fromt of the Hotel de Ville, where
dslegstions of the fire Wrigads, Customs offisisls and polisemen
nod gathered. It was carried by two ushers of the Hotel de Ville,
who, sfter walking sround the eoffin, took their plased in fyont
of the gun carrisge. ' '

The cortege then comtimed through the rues de Feris,
des Drapiers, du General Faidherbe and the Qual de Bostrom. A
reversent and deeply-moved orowd limed the way, which had been
decorated with flags flying at half-mast. The ceremony had been




”

Soldier on catafalque aboard the cruiser.

French naval escort in background,
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admiredly conduoted by X. Artigues, Speeial Commissary, snd
Captain Chemin, Chief Comstable. The procession reached the .
Qual d*Zsesle 2t half past two. The erulser “Olympia," with i
the Ameriean f1sgs half-mast and the Prench flag hoisted half
w3 up the foresast, ws anshored between her essorting ships.
_Admivel Chandler, with the officers of bis ship and those of | i
mm-mr“m;mi.!m&um‘mutrntotm |
cruiser. Grouped Hehind them were tho dand and detagkments of
Ansricen mayines and ssilors of the "Olympis,”
The calsson stopped at the entrande to the breskwtsr
and the notables formsd im fromt of the French troops lised wp
in company formation, .
. Loon Neyer, Mayor of Lo Havre, mads an address,
followed by i, isginot, Hinister of Peusicus, snd uajor General
Heary T, Allenm.
mm”ot;h-cwmotmmeumn-
attached to mumwmnm-mmmmefmm
~ Republic. The Prench military bsnd of the 120th Infentry played
"Ouvres 1o Ban" while the dscorsation wes being ssoured $o the
coffin, and "Permes le Ben" and the "Marseillaise” upon the
completion of the ceremonies. - » !
The military pallbesrers 1ifted the casket and carried
it towmyrds the eraiser. mmutmmmmw
pallbearers from the Nsvy and Karine Corps. The Zavy took over

the Unimown from the Army without lowering the scasket, a sailor
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or marine relievizg 2 soldier one at a time and =0 quietly and
promptly that few vealised the ohwuge had deen made. idmiral
Chandler, United States Navy, tock charge of the bedy after it
had left the imasdiate care of this Service.

4As the body was doing transferred to the vessel, the
baud of the “Olympia” played ths "Narseillaise” and the "Star
Spezgled Bammer.” The Ameriean Usrines were lined om the Quai
d*Esczle and prescnted avms as the pallbesrers with the Umimown
m-mmamw&mmmmum»muw
his aide, thrse maval officers snd the Amerissn snd Freneh
eftiotiale,

The casitet was plased on the stern of the eruiser,
which had deon beantifnlly decorated with wreaths, flowers and
flags. The school ohildren of Lo Havre went aboard and banked

flowers arcund the casiket, During the ceremcuniss, the two
Freunch destroyers, mmbuautmucmu to the
Amsricsn sruiser, pulled out beyond the breskwster. Silemtly
the "Olympia® moved slowly from the pler snd stesmed ous into
the bay. She was met by & salute of 17 guns from the Fremch
destroyer in honor of America’s Cherished Hero, to whish she
'Mu: responded. The Eusmeless Warrior was leaving for his
last vesting plase in the land of his birth.
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OHRAPTER V1l.
MEMORIAL DAY, 1921.

This day was mavied taroughout the foreigs coumtries
where our dead were duried, by unpresedented enthusiasa and
devotion. Prom every eity, from every large cemetery, ss woll
as from the smaller and isolated loealities in the eleven areas
in France snd Belgium, reports were received of the ceremonies
held and the observane of ceremomies in homor of Our Dead.
Everyshere the thoughtfuiness and sincerity of the ¥rensh peaple
were displayed im sotion and expressed in sentiment, Nothing
nﬂoftmummmmmummmsm
States and Franes or %o prove the love of the latisr eountry
for cur Homored Desd.

{nstrustions had been issusd to all Area Supervisors
regarding minxommmoruunmmmmnu
of the graves with wresths and flowers. The Vetersns of Foveign
wars, the Americsn Legion, the American Memorisl Day Committes,
and the various comsular officers coopsvated in sonding re~
presentatives to participate in the celedrstions, sad 1ittle
was left undone to accomplish & perfect obssrvanse of the day.
The Fremoh military authorities offered the most couplete
sssistanse and all of the Frensh Veteran sooleties joimed
together in order to sooperate with us at every point where
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coremonios wore held, and even in some i1solated loecalities
whoro, for lask of suffisient worksrs, we were not able to send

our dslegaled.
mmmmm'wnmmum

slone, but uncocupied Germaxny, Gibwaltar, Lumssbewrg, the British
Isles, ltaly, Spain snd Portugel slso shared in the Observante.
Iarge wreaths were presented by us to the rrmhvmnihn sn~
thorities, suitsbly inserided in gold "% Ouwr Allied Desd.”

fhese were in every instanve desply sppredisted and prominently
displayed. Americen flage supplied by this Service were plased
upon enoh grave, secording to instructions issmed to the care-

Woofmmhw.umnnwm thet wers pure
chosed and distributed by this Service through funds furnished
by the Memorisl Day Committeo.

he Chef du Service des Sepultures Hilitaires Belges
rendered splendid assistance in paying & fitting tridute to our
Amorican Dead. Beautiful potted flowers were placed on the
m-auomuuuummmmwmmnmh
gratefully remembered.

Hor were the bodies im the morgus forghtten, as
sppropriats wresths snd other fleval decorations were plemtifully
supplied for the decoration of the camimets in storege.

Fhotogrephs of many of the ceremonies sud losalities
wore oither taken by this Service or otherwise obtained. News-

paper elippirgs and verbatim sceounts of the coledbrations and
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of the spesches were reseived.

At Lo Havre, the iayor, in his spesch, said that no
morYe hospitable spot sould be found for the imerican Heroes
iying in the cemstery within the eity which had seen them debark
and go $o the front, s0 full of bravery and galety. A toushing
port of the ceremony was the dspositing of & wreath by the orphans
of the pudlis sehools of Le Havre, who kave besn adopted by the
Fraternite Fraumso-imerissince. The ladies of the American eolony
wre mhfatunh in devoting themselves and in assisting,

At Mmcmtnymmu. Hemorial Day wes Ob~
uﬂddﬁmmmn. 4 large platform was erested for
the speaksrs and for the reviesing of the Fremsh and American
troops, the latter having eoms from the Amerigam Foress in
Germany for the occasion. The plots were beantifully decorated
with flowers, and a great throng of notables, both Prench and
Amorican, attended the cersmonies,

A%t the imerican Church of the Holy Trinity a Hemorial
Service was held with the assistance of the United States uili-
tazy Bond from Coblens, after whish m varicus patriotic scoleties
formed in a prosession and went to the Ave do Triomphe, where
they 1aid & wreath on the tomd of the Seldat Insomm.

Eo matier how isolated the ocemetery mor how fow the
graves, hone wes forgotten,

Severel letters were received by the Supervisor, Avea
Fo. § (Bordeaux), regarding selebrations in commsmoretion of
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Nemorial Day, 1921, This was typieal of all the ireas of the
American Greves Registration Service. These letters were, in
alzost every imstance, from $he MAyors of the seversl towns, to
which suitadle replios were mede by the Superviser. sSome inclosed
elippidgs from the looal pspers containing the verbutim speeches
mde at the commemoretions, all of whish were redolent of ap-
presiation of our Soldier Dead; their partisipation in the world
Var, and of WSMhuMW“MMIMOm
mn for his imerican comrade in awms.

They expressed thur!amuuct boing able um«-
oipsu in the ceremonies, and of paying homsge to the Americans
who died for France. 7They told of the plessure of . showing a 1ittle
of their gretitude by offering & floral tridute to the illied Dead
who fell for the sume Gause, with the seme heroimm and spirit of
sourage, and who are now united in their last sleep.

In many instances the Mayor, asoompanied by the sohool
ehildren and the inhabitants of the village, with clarions amd
trumpets, with the Fremsh and imerican flags flying, went to the
cemeteries, vhere the War Ovphans plased flowers om the graves;
the ohildren sang the Americem Natioms) Anthem and the "Marseillaise,"
after which "faps” was scunded. -

The offering of flovel wreaths by the American Graves
Registration Service to the Fremch somradss buried in the various

commmes oalled forth meny expressions of apprecistion for this
friendly toksn and for the thought which prompted the honoring
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of the French who fell with our men. In return, palms and flowers
wore placed bemeath the Stars and Stripes in homor of “Our Brothers
from Amerios who sleep their last aleep.”

The assurence was given that Framce will mever forget
the immemse debt of gratituds to Awerisa who, like France, bas
#Ideals and 1oves Liberty;” to Ameriss, who sent her splendid
young men from “Over There,” who, im the Supreme Hour, offeved
up their vigerous snd happy lives. '

_ Ome expression was; "Soldiers of the United States,
who d4ed for Franse, the French Army sounts you ameng her children
and will never forget you." =

The Memorial Day ceremoniss at iniens (Somme) were of
8 pesuliarly impressive and significant oharaster. This wes pro-
duced partly by the elaborate and dignified procedure; partly by
the setting in the courtyard of the anolent Caserne Stengel, and
thm fact that the entirs cercmony was arranged and
carried out by the French military authorities, who had requested
the privilege of rendsring some mmell homors to the bodies of
the imerican soldiers in the morgue at ﬁut Cogerase

On Vednesday, May 25, the work of plasing the ecurtyard
in order was begun. The walls were painted white to & height of
ten foot. An alcove in which the catafalque wes erected ws
lined with white cloth whish extended outside for some distance
along the adjoining walls., This was further decorated with flowers

and bordered with desorative glusters of fir. Green trees were
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Cesp tary at Clarmont-Perrand.
Nsmorial Day, 1921.

Cemetery at Cle rmont-Perrand.
Hemorial Day, 1921,
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Mum-mmmmucauumwuw
displayed. ,
m.mmw.amm-um-aw.
the fimal decoretions were plased, the work beglmming a% 8 a.m.
A single cagket, Goataining the remsins of ome of our Hevols Desd,
was lifted om to the éatafelque aud dreped with the flags of the
Onited States and of Frahos. From sbout seven ¢'cleek until néme
(he hour set for the ceremeny) floval offerings were being breught
in apd arrenged sbout the bier. ™ese gifts varied fyom the small
mtmmmmwmmnunsmm
ned lost hey own som, to the splendid wreath of bromse, over 40
inches high, presented by the offisers and soldiers of the garrison
at Caserne Stemgel.

An"grdre do 1a Plage” had deen widely distributed, ia
mommﬁthmmcirmﬂnmcmm.mm
arrival of the military, ecclesiastical and sivil dignitaries,
(inoluding owr Amsrican vepresentative sad Major Gemeral usthieu,
Comssndsnt 4'Armes Delegue) t0 the fimsl bemediotion by M. Cadot,
the Vicaire General. . '

The eourtyard ves 1ined with troops, whe jresented
arms a8 the "Star Spangled Bemmer® and ‘the niarssillaise” weve
plagsd. A silemt tributs was them paid to the bedy representing
the Americen Dead, after vhich most toushing speeches were mde,
mnmmpmmmummummitm‘
brave soldiers who dled side by side. The entire garriscn then







=184~

filed slowly by to the ssccmpeniment of & fumersl mareh,
The splendor of the officlal ceremonies ocould mot,
howsver, eolipse the expression of sinsere emotion om the part

of the Fremsh populass. This was dsmonstrated by the reverent
throngs which filled the adjoining streets, and afterwmrds, by
the many ehildren, and wounded, &nd the 0ld and pooy, who slowly
filed through the courtpard with bared hesads, mWﬂ”
s prayer, while sach laid perhaps only a single rose befors the
cstatalque, in silent tribute o our Americen Soldier Dsad.
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CHAPTER Viii.
COMMEWDATICHS

In comnestion with the opsratisns of this Service, in-
wlvtuhnmataiamtmmumnlmm
natural ewotions of the people of the United States, i¢ was only
to be sntisipated thet many jersomal 1etters of & varying charee-
tor should be received. 1t wes also $0 be expested that & cer-
tain amount of persomal critisism wemld be fortheoming; that
peny individual suggestions would be offered, snd that & veriety
of opinions, both favorsble and otherwise, would be exyressed.

Even long sfter the matter of the fimal disposition of
the Soldier Dead hed been ostensibly settled by the next of kin,
1t was attempted to reopen questions which might ressonably have

beon considered closed. BSmall groups of individuals continued

to spring into being, with the apparent objest of persunding the
public to sccept their lﬁt regerding the removal of the bodies,
and no imsomsidereble propegands was gontinusd through the medium
of the Press and of individual commmicatiouns.

Allied with this infiux of correspondence was S0md
persomal eriticiam of the save of the cemeteries; of the persen-
nel engeged in the work; of the nesessary military regulaticas,
and, in short, of the wltimete wislem and method of procedure
of the entire undertaxing, so that, im dealing with the publis,

it becams inousmbent upom this m to exercise great patiense
and wisdome
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Cemetery at Is-sur-?ille - Memorial Dey, 1921.
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In this regard, however, it was only & matter of jus-
tice to the inbdora m sense of the imtelligeant majority of
the imeriean pecple, as well as to the ecurtesy and efficiensy
exsmplified by this organimation in all of its far-resshing
astivities, to record that thewe wes 8t W n-'m unfavorable
offisial eritioiem, and that the letters of apprevistion aad
helpful commendstion far outmusbered those of an opposite eharse-
tar.

To understand the inspiration of mmoh of this varied
correspondence, dealing partioularly with losal sffairs, some-
thing of the contemporary condition of the Service should be
considered. It would, indeed, searcely be within the realm of
possibility that & project ewbresing such an extensive terri-
tory, a territory only just resovering from & vast upheaval
and ccmplete ltmiptm, and ome requiring sush & large
perscamel to perfect its acgomplishments, ehould be ocompleted
without certain maturel oversights or spparent carelesmess,
either in the upkeep of the many cemoleries or in the attention

expeoted by imterssted imdividuals. Nor sould all of the

policies of the organimation be expscted to aseord with the -
jdeas of everyone vhom they affested.

The preliminary task of attending to the smsll or
isolated mm places in widely soattered areas, and of main-
taining the larger cemsteries in good ordsr, was &n enorFmous
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Humerous and most trying obstacles had to be overcome
befors favorable results in their upkeep gould bs secured.

T™e one object, in this relation, was to try to maintain the -
final resting places of our Soldier Dead in the most fitting
condition possible, so that m once the Permsnent American
Cometeries should have been established snd properly adorned,
they would comstitute & memorisl of vhich every imerican might
be justly proud.

In sddition to the customary cars required in xeeping
the graves and their surroundings in trim condition, was to
be oconsidered the constant deterioretion caused by adverse
weather oonditioms, especially inm the winter and spring, Ye-
quiring all the cemetories ic be insluded in an almost con-
tinual progrem of remcvation, 80 that, despite the umremitting
care exeroised by the Ares Supervisors, some almost unavoidable
neglect wes cocasionally noted. In remedying this, every
reasonable report browght to the attention of the suthorities
conoerning sush conditions wes sinmoerely apprecisted and prompt
aonon. taken, in conformity with the approved polisy of the
Service.

Sush, then, at the begimning, snd for & gonsidereble
subsequent pericd, were the eonditions which obtained through~
out the immense area under the supervisionm of the American
Graves Registration Service, U.M.C., in Europe; an area ex-~
tending from the Scottish coast to Italy, snd from the
Hediterranean to the North Sea. And, commnoing with that




= —--ﬂmmma Cematory, Brest.
Memorial Day, 1921.

o pBT:

e et A, e e A S 8 XTI T

RIS e

14 {
:
|




=138~

early pericd of sotivities and contijuing through the entire
progress of the work, this personal correspondence, a corres~
pondence &8s {nteresting as it was varied and singere, played an
{mportant part.

Regardless of the expense and incomveniense imvolved in
traveling from often distant localities in the States; crossing
the ocean, and undertaking the gubsequent journeys by ocasual
trains over often incomvenisnt poutes, & great musber of bereaved
relatives snd friends visited the cemeteries and individual bury-
ing places of their dead. Many of the visitors stopped in Faris
on their return, and either wrote, or called in porni upon the
Chief of this Service, to express their gratitude for the manmer
in which their beloved ones were cared for.

Letters of commemdation were received with increasing
fregqusncy, &8 {improvements were mode possible. They cams, not
onlyfmourmpooph in Frence, ooncerning the care and beauty
of the cemsteries and of courtesies oxtended by the persommsl, bat
from the Frenech people as well. Appreciative commmnications were
lixewise recoived from the Ceoretary of War, the Quartsrmester
Gensrsl, and the Chief of the Cemoterisl Division, as well as from
other militsry and oivil suthorities in the United States.

" In this respest, it is & mtter of significant in-
terest that this emtire project, while an undsrtaking of the

Cusrtermaster Corps of the mum'suu- Army, was largely

suocessful in proportion ss it doviated, often necesserily,







fyom the lines of striet military procedure. This deviastion
ccourred, not only im i1ts Policies of Operation, but in its
perscnal contact and the nsture of its correspondence with the
public. Through the many unigue and merve-testing emsrgencies,
these letters of commendation and mutual expressions of courtesy
provided a distinot stimulus to remewed effort, and inspired

an saiadble myo’ntio: that omtributed not a little towards

the esprit de ocorps which charecterised, st all times, the most
efficient of the personnel.

The Chief of the Servise, realisizg that it wms deep-
1y gratifying to those engaged in the arduous duties of this
Service, t0 Xmow at least that their efforts were apprecisted;
and, understanding the very natwrsl resction of human nature
to such appreciation, took every opportunity of conveylng a
xnowledge of the seme to those assooiated with him, is aa in-
stance of this prevalent spirit of courtesy, the Guartermaster
General, in December, 1920, wrote & perscnal letter to Colonel
- Rethers, from which he im turn semt to his men the following
extymats~ ‘ :

"The work you and your forces are doing in France is

& souree of great satisfeotion to me end has caused mothing

but faversble comment. In these trying times, when the Army,
when the War Department snd Administration, and when the
Juartermaster Corps 1s held up to sush oriticiss both in and
out of the Service, it is & pleasure indeed to Xmow that there

has been no foundation for any wnfavorable oriticisam of your







work. 1 ssy this entirely without any mental reservations

and 1 wigh you would try and impress upon the young officers
whom we have sent over recently, the importance of the work
snd the cave they mmst exerdise im all of their transastioms.
Thelr work and yours is peoulisrly trying and difficult and if
wi-can suscsed in the future as we have im the past, in not
meking any mis-steps, and omhtt this work in the sime ovedi-
ubhmu it has thus far been carried on, wo shall have
& resord of which w shall indeed be proud.”

The Aves Supervisors also eontriduted their quota to
the letters of commendation in preise of the officers and men
with vhom they had been associated in their srea, or in the
Seotions wmnc there. In commenting upon thelr system and
thoroughness in operations, one wrote: "The work has been done
quiokly and quietly, and after completion the cemstorios have
beon left in splendid econdition considering the dissdvantages -
under uluch the field forces were operating. When off duty,
the officers and men conduoted themseives in o menmer whioh has
left a very favoreble impression and this fact hus been mtu
on by meny Americans in respomsible puitlcu." This oom~

wmication was forwarded to the Commanding Officer of that See-
tion to which it referred, with the following motatiom: "§t
is very gratifying to the (peratioms Division to learm that







the work performed by the Sectiom and the condust of iu_por-
sommel has been such as to dring forth a letter of this ochurus-
ter. This Division fully understands the handicap and 4iffi-
oulties under whioh our Fleld Seetions operste and to obtain

commendation, s stated, means wmususl interest and sttention
to the work involved, by all the porsommel of the Sestion."

In & letter from the Vise-Consul at Baveeloms, Speim,
vhich is charscteristis of those frem officials coming into
gontsot with this Service, he seid: "I am glad to state that
=y oomtast with your Grganisstion afferded ms & wach detter

understanding and clearer idea of the work now deing carried
on by the American Greves Registyation Service in Frante and the
diffionlties sncountered, than I had before. I believe that
this work and the spirit bask of it are thoroughly Amsrican
and will commend itself, upon ascquaintance, to every true
Amerioan,*

Agtusted by something of the ssme spirit, s former
officer of the United States Avmy, who hed just comploted a
visit to tem of cur cemsteries wherein were buried mea of
his former Compeny, said: “lLet me speak again of the very
special points of strength whish completely outweigh all other
cousiderations. The besuty, dignity and upkeep of the ceme-
teries, I bave -nﬂM Lot me au ny singeye preises of
your Service, and of its painetaking courtesy, care and effi-
ceincy, as examplified in the persommel. The reverent, con~

“‘om< I TR T YIRS LT -
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scienticus imtevest given to the!ir work by the caretalnrs was
pleasant to note. Two other espeoially inpressive features
were the flying of the flag everywhere, snd the wniformly
equal treatment m'mm-ua receiving. ‘otﬂmo
and their men were alilkes here, as they had been in death,”

The relations of this Servise with the Fremeh mili-
tary and oivil suthoritiss wers slsc the souree of msay cour-
teous exchanges of eorrespondence. In the Fremsh pecple is
united & spirit of sympathetie understanding, with a keen ap-
preciation of fricndly ccoperation. Aidded to this they possess
an inherent gift of expression which they displayed wmost happily
on many cccasions vhem the Officers of this Service, either dy
the fliying of the Premoh flag in our cemetaries, or by the
observance of Frenth holidays, demonstrated their very gemmine
foolirg of frisndship. To permit & mmtunl exshange of cour-
tesies, permission was granted by the Fremch Minister of war,
to fly the imsriesn flag over French Commmal asd Militawy
Comptories where imerican scléiers were w n\v fool it
wonld appear, frem the reports received, that the Frensh de~
voted as mueh attention to the graves of the imerican Desd in
their cemsteries as they did to their owm,

It was also cur custom to hoist the Fremoh fisg ot
the same height as the Amerisan Emblem ox the following daye:-

Jamsary first, Baster londay, Whit Honday, ¥emorial Day,
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July 4th, July 14th, (The Premsh Doy of Indepenience), August
15th, (Zhe Asstmption), Novesber gives, (A1) Saints Day), snd

December RBth. m.mumumouom-u-wn-

mmtuMNMﬁﬂuhmtmmwun

uummnmm
unumrmumwtmumm

mwcmuu-mummu wour two colovs will

mmwnmmuw.u-wozmmum
hchclmmmnmmmm.s.innumunwa
for the common 0anse. wmzmuimm-aunmtc,
strengthen the feelings of sincere friendship which have never
ceased to exist between these two Allied mations since their
m-mtuuwnuutpwmnumm-mm
ideal.”

~ In vepld, Kajor Fromert, State civil Officer, 21st
Cekoy WOLSS o7 nave the honor to asxuowledge the receipt of
mutmunmnuwnr-m-mmunw
tummnrmmxmuuwwyumu. s is s
pxmwtnm-wn-m-umm-uam
wmﬂhmﬂv-" :

Commanding Genersl Fudsant, of the 7th Corps; Celdes

srousmitted the followimgs "1 wigh to sssure you Shat every
m-vmmuumumnnmuwmu
muhnm-wm-mummrmnunmmn

DRy, xtvlnbotou;um:ucuum Wt. that on
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mtmmmefwmmamnuumm
dofense of right, will de mmited in our minds, sxd the reverent
gathering that will step with & feeling of respest and gratitude
before the noble soms of Ameries, gallen on Fremoh seil, will
mﬁ&MutinmmM'mmM. symdol of

Frensh on the cscasics of All Saints Day, in the Fremeh Come-
tery, uwuuumumwu_mmntmmu
mummmwmmmwmmm.w

faction at the eare of the cemsterios; the interest talmm Yy
the caretaksrs, aud the thoughtful attentions of the yerscamel, '
many other comsunications referred %o spesific oscasions of
utmn. as instansed in the oase of m parse, kiss Jane
n.:m. ad mmtm«uuw.mmmm
at Savensy, mmm&mlmﬂwam {on belalf of the
Red Oross Authoritbes) $hat a Fpeoial repwesentative of What
Soslety be present. This vepreseatative, in & letter to tho
Diveotar of the Americen Ded Oross sstivities in Belgiwm and
Frenge, Wote that ahe 00uld not but mentica the extrems cour-
tosy snd help received fyom those in oharge of the work at that
place. Niss Helsm 5eott Eay, Chlef Furse, 4.R.Co Comaission to
Zurops, commenting on the very ecurtscus treataent recsived
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svom the staff of the American Graves Registration Service,

expressed her great appresistion of their xindness and how
great & pleasure and gratificatiom 1t wms for My t0 repert
this to their muauttu and to iiss Delano's friends in
americs.

Colomsl Rethers, in roply, assured her that it was
ummumummtmwamumm
was doing 1is utmost in commestion with this sorrewful tamk
snd that its one aim was %0 socomplish 1% in the most ritting
and reversntisl mammer possidle.”

The Quartsrmaster Oensrel, songratulating thonl
Rethers wpom the reseipt of suah Jetters, further wrote: “I
Bave takem pains to place them bafore the Seoretary of Var

and 2180 General Ireland, who has deem %o meh intorested in
the caze. Both of them have expressed great mtisfacticm, and
1 fesl mtmmmmormuua»:muumm'
WNWMM”NMQMM‘!&W“
mmmmm
Not caly wes (his but ons sxaple of the sympathetie

coopereticn which this Service continued at all times with the
American Red Cross, wat the same smiadle relationship was sus-

tained with the other mmmmm in Burope. This
appears im the extensive sorvespondense with the Y.¥.Cehss

with whish this Service was closely aseceisted in the eondusting
of the Hostess Houses at the promiment mﬁﬁn. with the
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of kewmorial Days by assisting in the attendant decoratiom of
graves and the service held om that day, also with the Jewiash
Yelfare Board, who sent & representative to photogreph the
graves of Soldier Desd of the Jewish faith, snd the chairmsn
of which wrote: "I have learmed with sincers sstisfagtisa of
the splondid ccoperation and asaietense that you have aosordsd
him, The mapner in which you have faoilitated the sccomplish-
mont of this highly importsnt #ssk is most gratifying, end I
wish to take Whls opportunity of expressing, on behslf of tais
Boswd, our sincere appreciation of y‘oar‘ sooperation.” '

Om the conclusiom of the work by this Ruropean re-
presentative, he himself wrots to the Chief of this Service
in Zuropes "1 desire to take this opportunity to express to
you, and to all those officers and employses of the Greves
Registration Service, with vhom I have come in sontact, my
highes$ appreciatien for the oourtesies snd scoperation shown
to mo in eommestion with this works |

In the course of my work, xmn}mmm
of miles by automodile, visiting msarly overy cemetery in Bel-
gium ond Prance where our men are buried. I belleve thet I
ean justly slaim the right of ming ocoms in eloser conteet
with the as$ivities of the imaricsn Graves Hegistration Service

than sny other privete individwsl. I fosl that the imerican
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, I E
Fublis has every resson to be proud of She exsellent care be- ;f '
stowed uwpen $he resting plase of their Deads fi’ ’
1 assars you of the gratitude of my se-religienists 1
' i 1t
in having the grave mriers of the imericen soldiers of Jewish ' {i!

faith properly mariad,” ‘ a
Mhﬂ. m. that the ultimte desolation : :

caused by the Dereavemsnts, folloving in the waks of the Werld

War, wms largely endured by the mothers, expressions of com~

mondation from them were perhaps appresiated by the porsemmel

of the Serviss abeve all others. lsmy of these letters were

most toushing im thely simple expressions of apprecistion and !

0f the tender care which they found had been expendsd om the [
graves to whieh thay had made a pilsrimege. {

One mother from a Yestern State traveled altogethey l
|
|

somo ten thouland miles to Visit the resting plase of hor loved i
one. Sho came, m0t only as the representative of her omm ]E': f
family, but to represent other mothers who oould not aome. Om :i i
hor roturs she wrote that every mn of the imericen Graves Re- Ei ,
gistration Sorvics whom she had met, Dad beem most courtecus, ||{HW
and that she arried bask with her the kipdest memories of them. | ‘
Ehe alss wyote, on her return homs, & Very appreciative sssount l

ef the work "that other mothers might be eomforted.” k
In aoxnowledging a graciously expressed remsmbrance
of her sorrow, {together with o lomged~for memento), f¥om the

Chief of this Service in Eurcpe, one mother wrote: “I am most 1[ L
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Bt
grateful to you for those splendid pietures of Sellean, and }
very appresiative of your remembering my boy and me. i large w
part of my hears will alwys be where he rests, daving fought I‘

8011 with the flag over them and with the united, loving care
of the imeriesn and Fremshe Flease believe how meh your ximd-
unh‘hb‘ﬁnﬂhﬁﬁ“ﬂn sadness of our pllgrimage.” : %

In this eomneotion sheuld be recorded an example of |
the frequen$ appreciations received gemserning the wnfailing |
courtosies extenisd 10 2o mothevs azd friends, ob the Hesd- i
guartsrs in Paris; sincere 'amhtm of the assistance

|
s good Fight and dapt the Faith I Gan never seem foreigs 1 i
I ‘

1

given in losating the cemsteries, individaal graves, and of 1
the datalled direstions as to the most comvenient mesns of !l !
reaching thems “"Following the saggestions givem in your of- ';1 ‘
fice, » had 3o treuble 1n esshing our desired destimation, 31 ¥
and I sm writing to thoxmk you for the great help you vwere in |E [
that matter, We found the cemetery most beautifully lccated " ii
snd very carefully Xept. The caretaler showed overy astentiom. li 5
%o want t0 express $0 you our Meem appreciation of your help ; ;
and iuterest, and o led you Xnow that we will surely carry
It would seem 0lso to neglect wuat might be comsidered E
comparatively humble, but whish was nevertheless a very important, ! |
deyartment contributing $0 the success of this Service, mot to re- 1
|

[;
baok home & good report.”
|
|
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cord fhat {3 maxy lotters from methers reforense was sade 10 We
caretaXers of the various cemeteries in Framce. . pilgrimage %o
the resting plede of thelr coms was often Wne caly conselatien
left to those who hod Saorificed them in thelr coumtyy's sew-
vice, aul they seened 80 fosl that when tho Eravesmb? the loved
m-mwmw.wmmr-za-amcinumm
States Aymy, it ws as 1 fhelr seldlers wore mot quite 80 aleme.
mmmﬁmammw,aﬂhilmﬂmm
graven, hos comforted a mother as perhaps mothing else eould ds,
and has semt her baok to the lonely homs in smsrise wWith a heart
full of Whamkfulness to this Gervice whish hed empleyed him, and
ﬂ&MnM.a-ngtwrﬂmmlu.um:w
from the eomsideration and imdividmality of its persommel. Com-
'.m this attitude, ono mother wrete: “1 am very wash ploased
: qunmﬁﬁmmm.tmsmmmmn-n
the cemetery where my sen is buried, snd 1 especislly desire %o
mention the very deeided imterest shown on the part of the cave-
hmuu tolls mo that he is an ex-soldier of cur smerican iray.*
and h select extracts from a leSter charanteristis
of many others: wzmw.mwmxmauw
to our smerican Cemsleries in France? It was ny privilege %0
&mmﬁhm«%amumw.mﬁum







and en the Fourteenth of July, as well as at intarmediate
times. 7The beauty of the surroundings, the exquisite neatmess
of the turf, $he trees and the cresses ~ in fast, the cave
given to everythingt The jourmey wmas & pilgrimege frawght with
sadness, but no more lovely spot could be choswn, and overy-
whore those in charge ook a gentle imterest and, from motives
of sympsthy, showed great courtesy to those who visited the
cemoteriss. There will be tourists, no doubt, to whom the grief
of it all will be a closed book, dut these are fow, I saw meny
fad, wn faces; many eteps halting and broksn, of those whose
entire interest im life lies buried in these our cemeteriss ina
France. Nay the winds de soft to those souls of thedrs until
they g0 to join their loved omes. It is my fervemt prayer that
our Government will always apprepriate sufficient fundis to con-
timme the fine thing acscomplished for the last restimg plases
of our American soldiers whe died in Framce. IS is a heritage
whioh coming generations should treasure.”

The Secretary of War, ia commenting om this, stated,
"It is most gratifying to hear from all sources sush high
Praise of the werk dome im this delicats and tender matter.”

To this the Quartermaster General added, im a line %o
the Chief, that he would like the officers and men associated
with him to Jnow that the excelleat werk that was deing ascem-
plished abrosd ws fully appresiated by hinself, as well as by
the Sesretary of War,
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The Special Cemmissien reprosenting the State of
¥osseolmsettss, which visited Europe gor the purpese of viewing
the avtivities of tals service, rendered a Very somplete report
giving the details of the fisld operstions and ia o.ouxum
made the follewing statements viinssaohusetts has, up 0 this
tm,wmmshuumnmmtaﬂm
omamimation of this wmattrastive, but very necessary, work of
the Graves Registration Department, %o ascertain if their
findipgs are to be givem full nimwenut‘o:myoeph.
cwr imquiry avd investigation appesr %0 justify the olaims of
the Department mcm.mrtuomm to 4o the busi-~
ness part accurately, gocently and with all respest, and after
m&wbummwad:uh the heroic dead. The Commis-
sion, standing with devoted Americen efficers and eivilians in
moof&owmmueummorsm“mp-
‘teles of the dnst that ves the living wll sgainst which the
Hun ragséd im vaim, sxpressed thelr sduirstion of the devoted
work of the Department, and their perfeat setisfastion with s
fhis Service received high commendation from s United

States Senater, whe viswed the rexsins of the SOR of ome of his

constituents, and, after personally observing the condition of
wany of the podles, sxpressed himsolf as Very much pleased with

Sae state in vhich they arrived,
In & vepors submitted to the Var Department by Major

George R« Callonder, of the Medleal Oorps, United States Avmy,

re——— e :
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siom of swenty-oight vodies, WpeR their arrival

after his ineped
he commented most faverably

¢rom overseas, at Hoboken, New Jorsey,

umgmd.mw«mmsmu
no-hulmtmmlmnnt

whioch the bedles

: mmiﬂmnruh
mumuﬂmmtuﬂnlofmhlw“hmm-

jajor Callender deolared that,
mnomsnnotmsomnnnl

under the ciroumstanced, nothing

could be im »otter gondition

wvhioh he oxamined at Hoboks®e

111 letters {nspired by ouwr foreign relations wre

merely those of gourtesy. Ome example of this
ut nevertheless expressing &
¢ this Service, wme

not, however,

{a the exhuma tion of the imerican Dead:

»The a-ln'd.pﬂ certifies that he ws
pmerican soldiers whe fell om

Mhhﬂnﬂm&o!wmut

pruut during

the exhumation of the the field

of honor, and were bur

valferdangd, ﬁ.m.

that the process of exhumation,
has been 80 up~to-date that

of putting pedies in the coffins
1t will

untmv—ﬂtofmlaﬂmtwmhno!manﬂ

pushye

BT e -1~

——————_

i et
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n] am also willing to state that the fear of the
population that, on secount of the exhumstion, siexness might
hnnﬂ.wdhudmtwﬁﬁhtmamtorm
exoellent imerisan method, and that the mewspapers 4id mot fail
to express their admiration and thelr full stisfastion. e
smerican officers fulfilled their ‘duty in the most respestful
wmy."

*he lettor from which extracts are queted below,
written to the idjutant of this Service, tells its own story:

“Iulummslﬂm;mhcmdmmofum
and with a suboomesious fesling that I e an sjolesy to e
tUnited States Avwy or at least to that branch of it which ,m
Service represents.

-xuwmmnmmm“x--n
Savenay with the tast and gourtesy of the officer in oharge,
ond with the reverense and order with whish the work ws dome.

. w1 soom realised that ot only for myself but for
wothers ;nl other sisters I had & uin'm’ in seeing every step
erthnpro«hnmt Imnmuwmmwﬁm
authority for what the Graves Registratiorn Service stands for.

»Omnly those who have 1ost thelr dear ones can appre-

siate that feeling of uncertainty regarding the disposition
of our dsad shen we have the all teo prevalemt impression that
wns nins before 1 cames _

#] oanndt say more than had I kmewn beforehand what

Immlwﬂduthwmumh;lm:m,m
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though eremation wus fulfilling the wish of my brether, and I
most certainly feel that if otheys shared my kuowledge a very
pmoh less poresntege of bodles would be going home.” , e
' The following exserpt of « letter was written by the
Dean of Tuam, .rohdiceess of Dumawre, County Galwy, m.
wpon the reseipt of the body of & United States soldier with
relatives in Ireland; .
"I% is the greatest consolaticn to the mother and
all of us here that .merics has tweated Shis soldisr with sush
magnaninmity and cofisiderntion, and it can never be forgotten

by uas.

w1 must say in cofelusion that the convoyer did his
work with the utmoet devotion and care, and it is dune im great

measure o his intelligence and tact that all the arrangements
were so thorough and suscensful.”

Extrasts from lstter of irs Charies K. ioClatehy,
Sditor of the "Jacramento Bes,” dated iay 25, 1921:

"ind we are all unanimous in the statement that im mo
plage anyshers oould the loyal dsad be more honored or better
mmmnmanﬂmmmnsnm. They ave
neat; they are cleani they are well kept and systematically son-
duoted; and they are a eredit to the imerican meme and %0 Ameri-
can supervision,

mand 1 desire also here %o set it down that owr oz~
perience showed thab the registraticn system im those cemeteries,
and with the imerisan desd generally, is &8 perfsot us man eould
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make it ~(semething we tested at the imerican Registrationm Of-
fice, 6 Avenus 4'Jema, Paris, and alse in the Argomme Cematery).

=] never saw snyvhere - in itself, and ia 1ts s~
poundings snd in its care - & WeTe beantiful God's scre than
mtm»mamcmﬁwww. There soms
21,700 of the homored imerican dead were buried; vat 12,000
atuuthnuupmumrmn the urgent re-
quest of misguided, misled relatives,”

I8 s letter dated November 15, 1921, a clorgyman at
Bron-y0raig, Llanberis, Forth Wales, after the reveipt of the
body of an Amarican soldier,stated; vpt the meeting inm com-
neotion with the fumersl, held in wy ohurch, Capel Coeh,
Llsnberis, the whole songregation ross %o express i%s good
feoling towmrds your great gountry, as well as your noble
Bervice."

Asnother appreeiative commendstion from the British
1slee wms sent on November 18, 1921, %o the representative
of this Servies at Southampten, by the gathoy of an imerican
soldier killed in Franos. It was in pars as follows:

=] hope in so addressing you, 1 my not be comsider-
ed presumptusus in eny waye. But 1 should lixe %o offer %o you,
a8 tha nesavest representative of the smerican Govermment, the
heartfelt thanks of the wisole fumily for the grest xinduess and
sourtosy that has poﬂutd through all the transactions s~
rising betwsen us, simoe the unfortusste death of =y SoR two
yoars ago, over, until W.Mbbtmhté to rest

#£inally st his 01d homs. all the officials at 2ll times have
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dome their uimest %0 smooth awmy owr serrow, and %0 1ightan

our burden. mm-uﬂnmmwmnm. 4 4
mdnndlvml‘hhh mncmwumnm
te imerica we shall be still more grateful, AS & great and
Free Comtry, you have acted most nobly and genercusly, werthy
indoed of its many m,mwmmuuu-urmsun
and Etripes, they were so proud %0 dle for."

B.KMW.M“MM'M“W.!M
County, Illimois, writing from Chicag®, sugust 20, 1921, atated
in part:

npfter o tour whioh took me %0 half a dosen of the
various Gemefteriss maintained in France by your Service, I can~
pot refrain from exprossing Wy appreciation and gongratula~
tiom, as an American citises, foF the exsellent condition and
fine standard of maintenance 4n whieh I found these cemateries;
and for the prompt and courtecus nﬂ!nu:éurnuv those who
make inquiry regsrding {ndividual graves and missing meR.

v] am suve that if tie families of the hrave fellows

ﬂmmnmmunu hmo.mnmorwor

the mr-ﬂoﬂumt mﬂmttu..ﬂ.uﬁw our Govern-
mthm-uoofmlrmmtnnm;hunumm

mnmm.uummumummuum

pustion to sount¥y.

w1 am hoping that the nospitalisation plans of the




govermment ot heme may Saxs inspiration and example from the
work of the aAmerican Graves Registratiom Sarvise hoers ~ thas
the same high degree of efficiensy may be resehed in saring
for the service men who avYe physically and memtally siek at
home. as this Service has given, and is giving, $0 the resting

plases of their comrades who fall in Prance. I% is enly be-
cause the men in the publis servics so ingrequently recsive as-
xnowledgement for work well dsns, that I finmd Justification in
thus writing you.”

The following latter was rechSved from Nrs. Carelinme
E. Tueker, 126 Yest 85tk Street, ¥ew York Oity, ander date of
Asgust 50, 1921, stating:

*I wish to express my appreciation and giatitade to
the Amerisan Graves Ragistration Servies for the unfaliling
xindness and help given me by everyoms somneoted with this Ser-
vics. I am miling on Thursfey, leaving my dsay son's bedy in
mmnmc.mm.mmmmpnwmx
kave placed im Virclaine overicokiang the eountry over which he
flew, commemorates the spirit with which be gave is life."

Exoerpt from lotler of Major RO, Barton, sommnding
oomposite battalion, American Forces in Gersany, under date of
" Ogtobar 9, 1921:

1% i desired to express extreme appreciztion for the
sssistence yendered this Battalion by the Graves Registration




Service. Difficultios whish etheywise would have been simnst
umsurmountable bave bess remdeved megligitle by the proupt and
offisiont aid your service has msperingly given. This is
espesially true of your Transportation Dopartsent, Everyone
of your service, however, with whem we ca=e in sontact has given
the heartiest coopersation.”

A paragraph fyom a letter of Hiss sgnes Feter of th-
Sesicte des Poysrs de 1'Unicn Franso-imericaine, sddressed to
the Chief of this Servise, Februsry 23, 1921, reeds:

nifter o day with m‘fm;lliu, suffering agaim
the aftermath of mr and destrustion end nothingness, to see '
that flag of ours, and, stepping, lock on an casis in that
wmdte of horror - green grass, simplisity, offer, sleanliness
and rest, and later in my foyer, the men and boys who lived to
mm&«ttulrmmlnmumwcihu ssen, they,
m.mwmmuuul that you and your ser-
ﬂ:a. has dcae for them and for our country and perhaps, not least
of all, the ideas given teo owr friends of othor lands.”

Under date of April 6, 1921, Paul H. Gaither, en at-
torney of Greenshurg, Pa., Wote to the Quartermaster Gemeral
as follows: ' |

w1 have just returmed £1om Franse where, through the
sourtesy extendsd me by you, I ws permitied to be present m
mwuwwuomummtmhm.w
" paratory to its remomal home. .
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| "1t i3 a pleasare %o repert to you that I consider the
Graves Registration Service, in its plan and shareter of ser-
vice rendeved, the best and finest of any department of govern-
montal service with whish I am familiar.

~Fith that charming snd most Gapadle man, Colemel Pleres,
in aharge at homs, and with s most effisient staff in Pranmce, the
work is done in such mammer as gives the greatest comfert o
those whe mourn for their herovie dead.

. "May 1 speak in partioular of Colonsl H.¥. Rethers, in
oharge in France -~ ome who is s resl soldisr, a splendid exseutive
snd a lovadle man. mnuxntmmu-umm'm
Dined in him these several aStributss. And he has about him men
who strive to de like him.

v1 was desply indedled to ome Lisutenmant Charles S,
Dezmy, who was in training with my som at Fortress konree and who
ulofmtauhuh&ﬂolh :

"xmﬁsumm,nmwm“of
your splendid omganimstiom.” '

e following is an excerpt from a letter dated Nove-
mber 8, 1931, frem the smerican Vics Consal, Horta, Fayal, isores,
%6 the Chief of this Services ’

nEvery possible honor was given the bady by the For-
Segese authorities of the Aseres, and twenty-one gums wore fired
a8 the casket was Wwought ashore from the steamer. The son-
voyer stated that the manifestation was the most sincere and
the largest by far of any interment of the sort he had ever




e —— T

=160~

vitaseseds mmmn-mmmtnm
the fallea dsad un‘-nfnrmm.muutmot trug
American idssls.”

The following letter, dated June 25, 1920, frem
Genewal Peyien C. Mareh, former Chief of Staff, United States
ATHy, %0 the Ohief of this Service, nquuuunmmm

»I have now comsluded ny inspection of the Headquar-
tars of the Graves Registration service, and have visited a
punber of the mOTe important Amsricen cemoteries, and while I
have told you persomally some of my impressions, I desive %0
reoord them in a mO¥e formal maxmere

wYyour organimation, it seems $0 wWe, has DOV reached
the point where 1t 13 cleay that you have the werk weil ia
hand, The csmoteries whieh I {aspeoted were in Very fine
condition without exseption; the caretaxers and the amsrican
women at the Hostess Houses were deveted to their wark, and
mmmnlomumhtuwotMe-ml
showed me Glsesly that the Graves Registration Service is wll
organised.

"Ihwuluunwpluﬂwmmﬂn
whioh I have received from all sides of the Wwery fine attitude
on Desoration Day of the Freuch people. The Coeremonies that
wore held at the diffevend comsteries were in nearly all cases

tnternmational in character and will undoubtedly be a streng




bond Detwesnm the two eommtries. If there is anything that I
ean 4o from the smerican end %o help you along in your work,
I dosire you to foel free %o Sall upoh me &f any time.”
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Departure of trainload of bodies from Le Havre.




CEREMONIES AT L& HLVER.

Through the scurtesy of the United States Consul at
Le Havre, the Mayor of that city issued invitations, over his
signature, % partisular dignitaries of Le Havre and that Do-
partment, to be present at the railrond station at 2,48 peme,
mm,mm.nn.umuhmwumm
Dead them being returned to the United States.

mnmwmnuauummm
mtmmnmumuannummsnumuu
station, Gare Cemtrale, vhere each oar, being first wmushed by
employees of the Hallrcad Company, had two imerican storm flage
taokad mpen the side.

um.ppohmu-.amofmmnm
Infantyy took station om the quay alongside and faoing the
train, Here the invited guests, members of the imerisan eolony,
and Others wore assembled. The Sous-Prefest then began his ad-
dress of enlogy of the imericans and their desd. He was followed
by the Magor of Le Havre, who spoke briefly on the feelings and
1iaisen detween France and imerica. The .meriesn Comsul replied.

Following those speeches, the yastor of the Fremsh
Evangelisal Chureh delivered am invosation. This wus followed
wwm-nu-musmormmwmanh-
dishep of le Havre, ascompanied by his asolytes.

ifter whish, the troops presented arms, and the Mili-
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mmw.mmunmm&:mm
out of the station and disappeared in the distanse,
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salute to the Americen Dead when leaving Stenay.
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THE FARSBWELL A? STEN'Y,

After the bedlies of our soldiers hed been cxhumed frem
the Cemstery at Letamme, they wers somsentrated im Stemay for
msumm.'um.wum-mt.mou-
mmnmtmmt.wmm.
desire %o ronder homege %o the imerican Dead at the departure
of the traln,

sceordingly, on the first of February, 1921, tw ccm-
mo-ummhmtnmmm-utmnmsm
of the traim, fasing the imerican Naticmal Emblem with whieh 1%
ws draped, With the troops were the colors and the regimental
band.

48 the soldiers presented arms, they were inspested bWy
the French General and our Field Seotion Commander, after which
the Fational inthems of imerica and France were played.

A specsh was them made by General Fougim, expresaing
mmmunmmmumwmumm
States. The valer of the imsrican troops, partisularly those
mmmm-wmmnw.u-m‘w
Nn“mhuhdhlmumlbdnnﬂﬂm
about ts retura to thelr Home-land.

The sestion commnder replied to the remarks of the
General, mmmn-muumcnmmmahu-
ommt.@nmmuuaummuumw-.ma-



homer rendered to their fullem imerican eomrades.

As the train moved slowly awmy, the troops steod at
saluts, while the band played "The Star Spangled Bammer.” The
wonen presemt displayed evidence of gemuine grief, the aivilians
standing, mesanwhile, umsovered.

The ceremony, for all its simplicity, was exveedingly
tonching and impressive. Ouly a courtecus spirit copld have
prompted 0 dignifisd a farewsll, and the participation of the
General and of his gallant soldiers will always remain in the
‘amnals of this Service.
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mmuna
™he Boy Soouts of Chatean-Thierry snd the ehildrem of
Bellean listening to the enlogy of the Cwre.

Christuas, nﬁ.
Bagh ohild had a wreath for an wnamed grave.
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DECORATING THE UNKNOWN GRAVES,

mru-'tunnuuummum-nmcr
nlmmmmmmhmmum.mhuu
Christmas Day, 1921, when msarly 2,000 graves wore descrated with
wreaths of ivy and holly, furnished by the Paris editien of the
"Now York Herald."

A% all of the Permnent .merican Comsteries, and others
ﬂnmm—mmsuummmn-. those wreaths
mpluummnh'-mnncm-hlw.

The ceremcnies st bHellean Wood muy be desorided as an
onwhor'm services held at other cemateries as far as the
SoReT0US POSpPORse ©f heart and hand of the kindly vildagers wms
consernsd, :

Despite the 00ld, pemetrating svather, at $imes visited
uunmmot..wnmzazummuumu-
Sompanied by the Mayor, the Cure and an instructor, mrehed o
Bollcau Cemstery to amit the arrival, a fow mizmutes later, of a
dotachmont of Bay Sseuts from Chateau~Thisrry. Then villagers
frem these two small towms, reinforced by visiters from Feris and
d“ﬂ.”miﬂWthnh’ﬂMhﬂ.
mawurmmw-nuumututmt
mareh to the eemetery, losated at the edge of the wood where hercls
imerican dlood wmas mhed. A eirele wms formed around e flag-pole
and the Boy Soouts performed the ceremony of a mlute to the flag,
MInlﬁwﬂﬁmm-li’ﬂncmulhmr
of Belleau.
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Removal of bodies from csmeentration point at imiems,
September 14, 1921,




COFY OF CHAPTER 17
HISTORY OF THE AGRS, Q}B
VOLUME N°® 2

(pp .117-127‘ incl .) »

THE UNKNOAN DEAD

In the heart of the old battle area of France, at Chalons~
surwlarne, the body of the ?nknom United States Soldier'vas chosen
on Monday, October 2L, 1%1; as representative of the 77;000 Americans :
who paid the supreme sacriﬁ.oe_ in the cause of Liberty and Justices :

Fc_;ur bodies of wnknown soldiers from the cemeteries of
Aisne-Mame, Meuse~Argonne, Somme and St.Mihiel were brought to
Chalons on Sunday, October 23, and placed in a chamber in the Hotel

de Ville'e

Prior to the shipmen'b of the remains of thesa_ four unknown
soldiers to C halons~sur<Marne for the final selec‘i:ion; this Service
made & thorough search of all the Forms N° 16-“-A.’for unknown soldiers E
in the cemeteries at Aisne~Marme, lbuse-&fgonne, Somme and St.Kihiel.

This search was for the purpose of locating bodies of tmknovm soldiers

which-gave no clue %o, or evidence of, identify. Further, the original =

records, showing the interments of these bodies, were searched and the
four bodies selected represented the remains of soldiers of which ther.ol

was absolutely no indica:bion as to name, rank, organization or date of‘f

desth. In other words, these bodies Were picked up in isolited spots an’ﬂ
concertrated in the cemeteries enumerated sbove so that ’chelr 1denti‘by

could not be solved by any recourse to recordse
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On October 23, upon the arrival of the bodies at Chalons-

sur-l-iz_s.me, the caskets containing same were taken from their shipping
cases, placed on top of the case and draped with @ericm Flags .
Early on the morning of October 2li, Major Harbold, with some French
and American soldiers, rearranged the caskets by placing them on different
cases other than the ones onbxmich they reposed during the night. By
this method there could be no opportunity for any person, even the
employees of the {&Jnerican C-rave'_.s Registration Service present at _
Chalons-sur-iarne, to recognize, through the order of arrangement,
the bodies from the various cemeteries.

When the final selection of the Unlnown was made by Sergeant
Sdward Younger, the casket containing this Unkmown was immediately
taken to another room and the remains transferred to the on; especially
provided. This tra.n_sfar wos made in the presence of Quartermaster
General H.L. Rogers, United States A.rmy, Colonel H.F. Rethers, Chief,
Americen (_}rams Rggis'bration Service, Q,.M‘.C, in Europes Iiesute. Colonel
WoGe Ball, Q.LE.G.,_ and Major ReP. Harbold, Q.M.Ce After the transfer
had been ¢fected, the casket from which the remains had been taken
was returned to the room containing the other bodies. One of the
caskets therein was opened and the body removed from it and placed in
the casket from which the selected Unknown Soldier had been taken. The
purpose of this trensfer was to have the casket buried (which originally
contained the body that had been selected) and thus preclude the possi=
bility of any mark of identification being left which might in any way
show from wha cemetery that body had been exhumed. The caskets were

then replaced in the shipping cases and loaded on GelleCe trucks, which

were waiting at the entrance. They were seumt immediately to Romagne




Cemetery, where the three bodies were buried that same day in gzraves

numbered 1, 2 and 3, Row N° 1, Block Ge The only record now pertaining
to these bodies is the rebﬁria.l record showing an Unlmown Soldier buried
in the three graves above enumerated.

The ceremony of selecting the Unknown Soldier ook place a;b
10 Q'clock Mondgy morning. Among those present were ¢ General Duport,
commanding the 6th Army Corps; M. Bris’ac, the Prefect of the Marne;
Ir. Sérva.s, Mgyor of Chalons=-sur-lMarne; the Towm Council; Aa number of
French guerds and othsr officers; the American officers, including
Major (.}enera.l.H.L. Rogers, Quar termaster Generals Ct_)lonel HeFs Ré'bhers:;
QelieCe, Chief, American Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C. in Europe;
It «Cole William Ge Ball, Q.M.Ce; Major Robert P. Harbold, Q«MeQs;
Captain E. I.eﬁoch, French Army (French liaison Ofiicer); Mr. Xeding,
Chief Supervisory Embalmer; photographers and members of the Pressa
A French military band in the courtyard adjoining rendered appropriate
musice

General Duport then delivered an address in French, to which
& brief reply wms made by General Rogers, thanking General Duport, the
Prefect, the Mgyor and others for the compiete arrangements they had
perfected for this very important ceremonye

At 9.30 a«me on Monday the French troops assembled in front
of the Hotel de Ville and at 10 o'clock the French and American officials
entered the halle A French military band played "The Death of A.s.ei“ from
"Peer Gynt" as Sergeant Younger slowly entered the mortuasry roomn,
carrying &a.spray of white ‘roses which had been donated by Mr.Brasseur

Brulfer, = former member of the City Council. Sergeant Younger, passing




between two lines formed by the officials, entered the chamber in which

were the bodies of the four Unknown Soldiers, circled the caskets three
times, then silently placed the fiowers on the third casket; from the
leftte He faced the body, stood abt attention and salubede General Duport
stepped forward at the other end of the casket and saluted in the name
of the French peoples He was followed by the other ofiicials presente

The casket was inscribed : "An Unknown American who gave his
life in the World War". The coffin was sealed and then draped with the
Stars and Stripese The original spray of white roses was iaia upon the
new casket and, as the strains of Chopin's "Funeral March™ broke upon
the silence, the pall~bearers, six non-commissioned officers selected
from the Heau quarters Company at Coblenz, lifted the casket and bore it
to the catafalque in a shrine erected in the cemter of the large hall
facing the principal entrance gate of the Hotel de Ville. A guard of
honor kept watch over the remainse. It consisted of six French soldiers;
five non-commissioned officers from the American Forces in Germa.z:gf,
and a representative of the American Legion. Flowers, wreaths and bronze
tokens, which had been donated, were placed at the base of the catafalques

The body lay in state from one o'clock until four, during
Which time the people of Chalons reverently paid their respects and left
offerings of flowers,

At four ofclock, French troops, composed of military bands,
the 106th Regiment of Infatry , and several squadrons of cavalry,
grouped in front of the Hotel de Viile. General Dup‘or—t;, his Chief of Btaff
and his aide~deecamp; General Al'lan; General Rogers and his sta.ffl,} escorted

by a troop of cavalry, returned to the Hotel de Ville for the official

ceremonies which had been prepared by the Mayor of the City of Chalons'e




Upon completion of the ceremonies, about 5 peme, the maich
to the station begane The officials inside the hall stood at salute
while tne casket was being carried out and placed on tue gun carriage
appropriately draped with flagse Boy scouts of France gathered the
flowers and tributes and formed in line in front of the caissone.
French infantry and cavalry lined the streets from the Hotel de Ville
to the station aiong the route of the procession. The cortege consisted
of the following French organizations 3
9%h Dragon

106th Inrantry

L10th Field Artillery

25th Fisld Artillery

1,0th Yotor Transpe Co

6th Section of Q.MlCe

Boy scouts

Firemen

Delegations of various veteran societies

ana other local societies

Students of Arts & Trades School

School children, etce

The remains were placed in the tuneral csr of the special
train which was tendered by the French Governmente The train left
Chatons &b 6,10 pem. ad arrived at the Gare Batignolles, Paris, ab
10 peme The body remained overnight in the car at the station under a
guard of honor of three soldiers from the America Forces in Germany
and a represemtative of the American Legion.

The funeral train, bearing M. Maginot, Minister of Pensions,
and okher French and Aberican officials, left Batignolles station for
le Havre at 9.20 aeme Tussday, October 25, stopping at Rouen, Where
Major General Duchesne, Commanding General of the 3rd French Army Corps
end his aide-de~camp, joined the military escort accompanying the remains.

The train arrived s le Havre at 1,00 peame A guard of one Machine G

Company of the 129th French Infantry and a detachment of French sailors




Presentod arms as the train drew imto the station, the rollowing officials

being present i3

Vice~Admira. Bar‘hhese, Prefet Lhntua ds Cherbourg
repreosenting the Minister ue dia Mar:.ne

Prefet de la Seine Inferieure}’

SousePrefet du Havre N

M. Meyer, Maire du Hawwe,

Mr. Brindsau, Senator,

Capbain de Vaisseau ae Meynard

Colonel Le Hagre, 1l29th Infantry

Mo jor de Garnison du Havre.

The American pall-bearers carried the casket from the train;
followed by the officials and aiso by 30 French soldiers carrying the
floral offerings and marched to the squaré in frent of the station where
the caisson, draped with American flags, was waitinge As the band of the
5th Dl'V'ISlon, French Army, played the familiar stra..ns of "Anx Champs",
the casket was placed upon the caissone A veritsble shower of flowers
then fell upon the casket = the offarings of the school chilaren of
le Havre.

' The entire population of the e¢ity turned out to pay hemage
to. Amer:.ca.'s kknom Soldier amd to show deep appreciakion and respec'b.
Many thousaxds of people lined both sides of tha entire route from the
station to the Pier d'Escale, where the United States Cruiser ™Olympia®
ewaited the arrival of the bodye

At Y20 paie the cartege starteds In front was a detachment
of mounbed policej then came the urums and bugles of the 129th Infantry
Regiment and the Divisional band that was to play the Fu:nera.l Marches
of Chopin, Andrieux and Mendslsohn on the wayj the fiag of the 129th
Infantry; Colonel LeHagre; followed by battalions of the Havrais ’nglment;
a ‘scetion of sailors from the crews of the "Verdwn® ani "i'Epemay“. The

palms, wreaths, bouguets and flowers carried by soldiers of the 129th

Infantry Regimeht followetijf.
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After these came & detachment of America solaiers preceaing
the coffin ot the Unknown Soldier. On each side of the coffin Were eight
American sergeants, among whom Was 'Sergeant Younger vwho had the hanor
of selecting the Unknown Soldier; tnen a section of the 12%9th Ini‘antry
Revlment carrying their arms reversed, and Toe orphans belong:.ng to the
“Fraternité Franco-Américaine®, each carrying a flowere

The procession marched through tne Boulevard de Strasbourge &
wreath tied with the French and Havre colors; and at the base of which
was a bouquet of roses, Was offered by tne City of Ie Havre, in front
of the Hotel de Ville, where delegations or tne trire brigade, Customs
officials md policemen:had gathereds It was carried by two ushers of
the Hotel de Ville, who, after walking sround the coffin, ook their
place in fronl:_of the gun carriagee

The cortege then continued through the rues ge Paris, des
Drapiers, du General Fal dherbe and the Quai ce Bostrome A reverent

and deeply moved crowd lined the way, which nad been decorated with
flags flying &t helf meste The cercmony had been admirebly conducted
by Mr. Artigues, Special Commissary, sad Ceptain Chemin, Chief Consteble’s
The procession reached the Quai d'Escale at half past twoe The cruiser
"olympia¥, With the Americen flags half-mast and the French flag hoisted
half wey up the foremast, was sachored between her escorting shipé’_.
Admire Chendler, with the officers of his ship and those of the Destroyer
HReuben James", stood on the wherf in front of the cruisere Grouped behind

them were the bard ‘end detachments of Americesn marines and sailors of the

"lympiate

The caisson stopped &t the entrance to the breskwater and the

_otsblos formed in fromt of the French troops lined vp in company formatiome




M. Ieon Meyer, Mayor of Le Havre, made an address, followed

by M. lhginbt; Minister of Pensions;f and Major General Henry T. Allen.

| The Cross of the Chevalier of the Legion of Honor was attached
to the casket by the Minister in the name of the Fremch Republic’s The
French lilitary band of the 12%th Infantry pla.yedv”Ouvrez le Ban" while
the decoration was being secuied to the coffin, and "Fermez le Ban" and
the "Marseillaise" upon the completion of the ceremoniesfo'

The military pallbearers lifted the casket end carried it
' towards the cruiser. They were met near the gangplank by pal lbearers
from the Navy and Karine Corps« The Navy took over the Uhknown from the
Army witkout lowering the caskét; a sailor or marine relievi:ng a soldier
one at a time and so quietly and promptly that few realized the change
had been radee Admiral Chandler, United States Navy, took charge of the
body after it had left the immediate care of this Servicee.

As the body was being transferred to the vesseI; the bend of
the "0lympia®™ played the "Marseillaise™ and the "Star Spangled Ba.nnér.“?;
The Americen Marines were lined an the Quai d!'Escale and prese:cﬂ;ed a.rms
as the pallbearers with the Unknwon passed, followed by the Admiral in
comand of the "0lympia', his aide, three naval officers and the Americen
and French officialsie

The casket was placed on the stern of the cruiser, which had
been beautifylly decorated with wreaths, flowers and flags. The school
children of Le Havre went aboard and banked flowers arownd the casket's
During the ceremonies; the two French destroyers, which had been a.ctiﬁg
as escorts, to the American cruiserﬁ pulled out beyond the breakwaterie

Silently, the "™0lympia" moved slowly from the pier and steamed out into

the bay's She was met by a salute of 17 guns from the French destroyers

3



in honor of America's Cherished Hero, to which she promptly respondede

The Namecless Warrior was leaving for his last resting place in the Land

of his birth.






