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HEAD JUARTERS
9107 TSU - QuC

ACERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SELRVICE
MEDIT:RRANE&N ZONE
APO 794 U ARMY
SPECI AL ORDERS 3 Juie 1948

NUMBLR 100 :

EXTRAGCT
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3. The following oificcrs, this command, are appointed as a Board of
Review for "Identification of Unknown Dead Overseas'", efcctive this date,

ajor TOWNSEND C ANDERSON 0-22295 QIC
ajor BATLEY SKINNER 0-49787T¢ QMC
apt THOMAS P PULLIAM 0-1586051 MiC
apt SAUEL F FRITZ 0-410379 ~MC

t ROBERT C OLSEN 0-444621 MC
t HLNRY B ZUIDEMA 0-454611 QiC
t  LLON w IENDERLIN 0-1547286 MSC

The Junior member oi the Board in proceedings will act in the capac-

ity of recorder. Subject Bocrd vill met at the call of the ‘resident, WDAGO
Ltr: AGAO-5/293.9 (27 lar 47, D-M. 9 April 1947,
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BY ORDER OF CQOLONEL WATSON:

“1L1ARD EDGERTON
major QiC

OFT ICIAI; - Acting Adjutant

/7
ALy

WILLARD BDGERTON
Ma jor QMC
Acting Adjutant

DISTRIBUTION
"Special "

Exhibit mpn
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‘ CASUALTY BRANCH
The Adjutant General's Office
Washington : List No, 42

PIRSONNHEL LOST AT SZA AS RISULT OF STIP SINKINGS DURING WORLD WAR II
Tyrrhenian Sea near

HMHS ST DAVID the coast of Italy NAT 24 Jan 44
Name of Ship Place Sunk Reporting Theater Date
SUNK AS RESULT OF DIVE BOMBER ATTACK i
WAIS T ASN  JRARK  ORGANIZATION IJITIAL | PRZSENT BURIAL RTPORT
| : /OR ARM OR | CASUALTY| CASUALTYpN FILE
F40 1 L : | SERVICE | STATUS | STATUS . Y®S | WO
Levalt, John R,, Jr, . 34367994 ; _s[sga.if CE | 1A |  KIA PoE
: ,
lowers, Reuben M, 19059532 ;Cpl | T | MIA KIA : . x
T1ffors, Norbert C, . 36280168 |Pfc I MIA i _KIA ' p
Bianche, Thomas d 33604442 ,Pv_‘_b -—f— vz } MIA ' KIA I i X
Xline, Zdgar |__35010659 gP_vt I ' MIA KIA | J X
®atton, Leo J, 33783921 [Pvt |  TNF | MIA : KIA | X
Bederson, Theodore L, | 36222407 | Pvt | CE 1 MIA : KIAj. | X
Thompson, Bernard H, 4 37207081 | Pvt CE | MIa ’ KIA | X
Groce, Mario Jr, | 36587784 | Pvt TA MIA ] KIA X
dirder. Gasies | 35059757 |Pfc | INF | s ‘ KIA | ] X
Gohoon, John E, Zﬁ13093911 Pve | D | uma . B
Smith, John G, . 34771775 | Pyt INF 1 MIA KIA 3
Vieths, Willard D, 37553782 ngt ;[ WP | MIA KIA p
3ordash, Andrew A, | sp806747 ijc Ny ; wia | ¥1A X
Adams, John B, 0345350 :LMa_i MG g MIA L KL X
Salbakken, Gilman | 37091385 | Pfc oE L Al KTE =
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REVIEW
AND
DETERMINATION OF STATUS
OF
STAFF SERGEANT JOHN R. LOVETT, JR., 34267994
AND
THIRTEEN OTHERS

ABOARD HMHC " ST. DAVID",.

Status Review and Determination Section Casualty Branch
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AG 704 DEAD (23 Sep 44)

23 September 1944

MEMORANDUM TO: Chief, Casualty Branch, A.G.0O.

SUBJECT: Review and Determination of Status of
Staff Sergeant John R, Lovett, Jr., 34267994,
and Thirteen Others Aboard Hil HC "ST. DAVID."

1, Shipment number 044 received from the Commanding General,
United States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, reported
the following named enlisted men missing in sction since 24 January 19/4:

Staff Sergeant John R. Lovett, Jr. ‘34267994, CE
Corporal Reuben M., Bowers 19059532, FA
Private First Class Norbert C. Elffors 36280168, INF
Private Thomas Bianche 33604442, INF
Private Edgar Kline 35010659, INF
Private Leo J. Patton 33783921, INF
Private Theodore L, Pederson 36222407, CE
Private Bernard H., Thompson 37207081, CE (1)*

2. Shipment number 0400 received from the Commanding General, United
States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, reported Private
Mario Croce, Jr., 36587784, FA, missing in action since 24 January 1944. (2)

3. Shipment number 052 received from the Commanding General, United
States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, reported the
following named enlisted men missing in action since 2/ Jamary 19443

Private First Class George Golder 35059757, INF
Private John H, Cohoon 13093911, iD
Private John C, Smith 34771775, INF (3

Le Shipment number 061 received from the Commanding General, United
States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, reported Private
Willard D, Vieths, 37553782, INF., missing in action since 24 Jamuary 1944. (4)

5., Shipment number 053 received from the Commanding General, United
States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, reported Private
First Class Andrew A. Bordash, 32806747, INF.,, missing in action since
22 January 1944. Radio F 30605 received from the Commanding General,
United States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, corrected
the date from which subject enlisted man was missing in action to 24 January
1944+ (5,6)

*Numbers in parentheses refer to attached list of Source laterials,
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AG 704 DEAD (23 Sep 44)

6., The Commanding General, North African Theater of Operatioms,
submitted the following report concerning the missing status of subject
personnel:

"]l. The following US Army personnel became MIA 2/ January
1944, as a result of the sinking of HMHC 'St. David's

lMajor, John E, Adams, 0=345350
S/Sgt. John R, Lovett, 34267994
Cpl. Reuben li, Bowers, 19059532
Pfe, Norbert C. Elffors, 36280168
Pfc. George Golder, 350597757

Pfc. Gilman Halbakken, 37091385
Pvt. Thomas Bianche, 33704442

Pvt, Andrew A . Bordash, 32806747
Pvt. John H. Cohoon, 13093911

Pvt. Mario Croce, Jr., 36587784
Pvt., Edgar Kline, 35010659

Pvt. Leo J., Patton, 33783921

Pvt, Theodore L. Pederson, 36222/07
Pvt., John C, Smith, 34771775

Pvt. Bernard H. Thompson, 37207081
Pvt, Willard D, Vieths, 36553782

"2, Shortly after dark on the night of 24 January 1944, the
HMHC 'ST. DAVID' was subjected to a low level attack by an
unknown number of dive bombers., Flares had been dropped to
outline the target. One bomb fell on the after well deck
resulting in a heavy explosion and fire. The lights went
out immediately and the ship sank in (10) ten minutes,

"3. The abandon ship was carried out orderly and well. OSome
life boats and rafts were launched, some were overturned due
to listing of the ship while being launched and some were
rendered unseaworthy as a result of the explosion., Apparently
everyone was equipped with a life belt and all were evacuated
from the ship except those trapped or killed by the explosion
and resulting fire,.

"Le There were 215 individuals crew and patients
aboard., Of these, all except 55 were rescued by two other
British hospital carriers and a US Naval vessel which were in
the immediate vicinity. The sinking took place in the
Tyrrhenian Sea not far off shore. It is believed that everyone
who was evacuated from the ship was shortly picked up and that
no loss of life was incurred by those who took to rafts and
life boats. The records contain no indication of enemy attack
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on survivors. The temperature of the air and water was cold,
with a moderate sea. No further informetion is available.

"5, Since over four (4) months has elapsed during which no
trace of the above (16) casualties has been found, and due

to the fact that the possibility of their falling into the
hands of the enemy is extremely remote, it is believed that
reasonably conclusive evidence of death exists and that their
status should be changed to KIA 24 January 1944, providing
their femilies have received no communication from them since
that date.

"7, The status of Major John E. Adams has been determined to be
" killed in action" 24 January 1944.

8., Affidavit of Second Lieutenant Laura R. Hindman, N724590, ANC,
submitted a8 an inclosure to a report from 2nd Auxilisry Surgical Group,
1/ February 194/, pertaining to the disappe-rance of liajor John E, Adams,
0345350, MC,, who was lost on HMHC "ST. DAVID" is as followss:

"This is to certify that I was aboard the British Hos=
Pital Carrier 'St. David' on the night of January 24, 1944
at the time the ship was sunk as the result of a direct hit
by an aerial bomb, We had left the port of Anzio, Italy at
approximately 1730 hours in company with the other British
Hospital Carriers 'Leinster' and 'St. Andrew'. The ships
were lighted in the manner prescribed by the Geneva Convention
as soon as the 5 mile limit was reached. They stood out
brillantly in the night as the result of the lighting. I
was the surgical nurse on the surgical team headed by liajor
John E, Adams aboard the 'St. David'. We had been given no
especial duties and no boat station assignment in the event
of an emergency, or the necessity to abandon ship.

"The ship was hit at approximately 1920 hours.
All lights on the ship immediately went out. At the time, I wes
in my stateroom on Deck 'C' with wnd Lt. Anna Bess Berret,
my roommate., With the aid of a flashlight, we grabbed our
life preservers and started for the stairway. e hed ascended
to 'B' Deck and Major Adams was standing at the head of the
steirs holding a flashlight and, presumably, waiting for us
to come up from below. llajor Adams helped me put on my life
preserver and commented ‘'Well, Ruth, you have gotten it again'.
(Note: Iiliss Hindman was aboard the British Hospital Carrier
'Newfoundland' when it was bombed and sunk on Spptember 12, 1943
ebout 20 miles off Salerno Beachhead). After I had gotten the
life preserver on, I sat down on the steps and hastily put on

(7)
(8)



Declassified in accordance with E.O. 13526, dated 5 January 2010

AG 704 DEAD (23 Sep 44)

my shoes. I then sterted up the steps from 'B' Deck to 'A!
Deck when I realized that I had left lMiss Berret behind in

my haste. I turned and called to her to 'come on', At this
very moment I saw Major Adams for the last time. He had gone
into the resucitation ward on 'B! Deck where he had several
seriously ill patients. I am sure that his motive was to see
that these cases were evacuated from the ship, liss Berret

and I bounded out into 'A' Deck portside and were

immediately ordered into the nearest life boat., Just as we
were getiing seated someone exclaimed +that the ship was sinking,
From the position of the mast it was evident that the ship was
rolling over on its portside. Someone screamed for everyone to
jump out of the lifeboat and clear the ship as much as possible.
Due to the resultant panic and confusion at this instant, I

was unable to get out and was carried beneath the surface of

the water. In fact, at this time, the entire ship sank and

I was dragged down with it. I am unable to say by what means

I became extricated from the sinking wreckage. The next thing
I knew I seemed to be coming up to the surface, but each of

the two times that I came up, I seemed to be caught beneath

som e part of the ship., When I came up for the third time, I
was free of the wreckage and the ship had completely diseppeared.
There were numerous screaming survivors in the water sbout me,
We were eventually rescued end carried aboard the British
Hospital Carrier 'Leinster'.

I feel that Major Adems lost his life attempting to
rescue the patients, Kpowing the rapidity with which the ship
sank after we left him, there was practically no chance for
him to have escaped."

9. Examination of Casualty Brench files, AG 201 files, and Enlisted
records discloses that in only ten cases is there a statement of the dis=
ability or reason for evacuation. One man, Cohoon, being evacuated because of
disease, nature unstated; one man, Elffors, being evacuated because of
an injury, a sprained ankle, incured in action, and the other eight suffer-
ing from light wounds which, although incapascitating as far as combat is
concerned, would not render the individual a stretcher case or
immobile.

10 On 24 January 1944, HVHC "ST. DAVID", while evacueating wounded
personnel from Anzio, Italy, was attacked and sunk by an undetermined
number of enemy aircraft, The attack took place at approximately 1920 hours,
while the ship was proceeding through the Tyrrhenian Sea, not far from shore,
lighted in accordance with the Geneva Convention. A bomb from an enemy dive
bomber made a direct hit on the after well deck, resulting in a hesvy explosion,
The ship's lights went out and ebandonment of the ship commenced. Within a
few minutes the ship began to list to port, rolled over and sank. The time
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elapsed between the homb hit and the disappearance. of the ship has been
estimated as between five and ten minutes. Rescue operations were conducted
by two other British hospital ships and a US Naval Vessel. All survivors
who succeeded in escaping from the sinking ship were picked up by the rescue
ships. In view of the fact that the ship received a direct hit from an
enemy bomb which exploded with sufficient force to disable the ship, disrupt
the lighting system and sink it within 10 minutes, it must be assumed that
some of the missing persons were killed outright by the force of the explosion,
and that others were trapped in portions of the ship from which egress was
blocked by the force of the explosion or debris resulting therefrom. Within
a very short time, the ship listed seriously and then rolled over, so that it
is reasonable to assume that some of the missing were unable to reach the
deck and when the ship rolled over, were trapped and drowned. The account
of Lieutenant Hindman establishes that there were patients below deck when
she left the stairway. Although, from the meagre records available, it is
impossible to determine the seriousness of the disability of the missing
persons, all but four of them had been previously reported slightly wounded
in action and there are no previous casualty reports on the other four,

From this, it is to be assumed that these men were able to care for them=-
selves in an emergency and unless killed or trapped, would have been able to
leave the ship prior to its sinking. It is to be noted that, in all likeli-
hood, the rolling over of the ship accounted for some casualties either
caught in the rigging and dragged down, or struck by articles such as life
boats or hatch covers falling from the deck and either killed or rendered
unconscious and drowned., This sinking took place during the period of
establishment of the Anzio Beachhead and the waters were under control of
the Allied forces. Rescue Operations were prompt and unobstructed. Since
rescue ships were close by at the time of the sinking, it must be assumed
that all survivors were promptly rescued. The Commanding General, United
States Army Forces, North African Theater of Operations, has recommended
that the status of the missing persons be changed from "iissing in action"
2/, January 1944, to "Killed in action" 24 January 1944. In view of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the sinking and the complete lack of evidence of
survival, no reason is perceived why this office should not sct upon that
recommendation., It is, therefore, recommended that the status of the enlisted
men mentioned in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, be changed from "missing in
action" 24 January 1944, to "killed in action" 2/ January 1944.
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11, Evidence considered sufficient to establish conclusively the
fact of death was received by the War Department on 22 September 1944.

CHARLES B. CLANCY, JR.,
Second Lieutenant, A.G.D,
Special Determination

Sub=Section
CONCURRED IN:
JOHN T, BURNS DANIEL P. POTEET
Major, A.G.D, Colonel, 4,G.D,
Status Review and Officer in Charge,
Determination Section Status Review and
Determination Section
APPROVED s

Pursuant to the authority conferred upon the Secretary of War by
Section 9 of the Act approved March 7, 1942 (56 Stat 143), as amended by
Public Law 408-78th Congress, approved July 1, 1944, and delegated to the
Chief, Casualty Branch, Adjutant General's Office, by a delegation of
authority dated 22 August 1944, the information cited in the foregoing
review and determination of status is accepted as an official report of
death, Reports of death will be issued stating that subject personnel
died on 24 January 1944, and that evidence of their death was received
by the War Department on 22 September 1944.

By order of the Secretary of War:

GEORGE F. HERBERT
Colonel, A.G,D,
Chief, Casualty Branch, A.G.0.

Staff Sergeant John R. Lovell, Jr., 34267994,
and Thirteen Others Abosrd HMHC "ST. DAVID."
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