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STATEM:ENT OF INVESTIGATION 

14 February 1949 

1. This case involves the non-recoverability of the remains of 
sixteen (16) Army personnel ,,,ho became missing in action as a result of 
the bombing and sinking of the British F..oSl..;>ito.l Ship II St. David ll in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. just off the coast of Anzio. Italy on the night of 24 
Ja.nu.a.ry 1944. (Tab "AIf) 

a. Reference 1s made to par. 4 of 1st Ind. dated 
31 May 194:4 to the Adjutant Gene%'EU. (Tab "BIf) 
Of the 215 individuals manifested aboard the 
"St. David" all except 55 were rescued. The 
~bject decedents comprising 16 of the 55, leav
ing a total of 39 individuals unaccounted for. 
AGO Casualty List '~2 (Tab "A"). lists tL.e S\lb
ject decedents as the only Army personnel mani
fested aboard the "St. David" unaccounted for. 
Therefore, :I. t f';ppeflrS that the detennination of 
the non-recoverability of the remains of the 
remaining 39 individuals is not a matter :or 
consideration by this office. 

2. Statns Review and Determination Report obtained from AGO, (Tab 
ItCH) reveals that less than two hours after departing from Anzio, Italy, 
the "St. D2,V~.dll received a direct hit, resultiIl€: in a heavy explosion and 
fire. The lights went out immediately and the ship sank within ten minutes. 
The fact that the incident occurred in an area controlled by Allied Forces 
rendered possible the prompt rescue of survivors by two Bri tlsh ships and 
a U.S. Naval vessel. It is believed that some of the missing personnel 

ere killed by the explosion, and some SO badly \-founded that they were un
able to escape and others trapped belo", decks because of the rapidi ty with 
"/hich the ship sank. A detailed account of the sinking and an affidavit 
of one of the survivors, 3/Lt. Laura R. Hindman, N-724 590, ANC. is also 
contained in the Status Review and Determination Report. 
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