TREASURY DEPARTMENT
U. 8. CoasT GUARD
Form 9530—Dec., 1926

Application to take the Examination for Appointment as Cadet in the
United States Coast Guard

Street and No. 18 Milford
City Buffalo
State New York
Date Apr il Y s _‘_1__950

The Commandant,
U. S. Coast Guard,
Washington, D. C.

Str:
I hereby make application to take the next examination for appointment as cadet in the United

States Coast Guard. A
Respectfully,

; /
(Signature) s W %
7 .

. P g
(CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION) C_/

PERSONAL AND SCHOOL HISTORY SHEET

In order that your desire to be designated for examination for appointment as a cadet may he given
every possible consideration, it is necessary that you fill out this blank and return the same promptly to
the Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard, Washington, D. C. Read very carefully before attempting to £ill
out and answer every guestion to the best of your ability.

FAS JAMTS TUARTER GRODTY
1. Full name (print) _____ _THOMAS JAMES ‘-‘UGL‘JE“_QRQ“J'Y

2. When were you born? ______ March 8 - 1912
: (Month) (Day) (Year)
3. In what State or country were you born? New York

Jew York

4. In what State is your legal residence?

5. State if you are a citizen of the United States.____.._.Z>2 (It native, so state; if not,
state how citizenship was acquired) Native
6. Are you, or have you ever been, married?____ .. Jo

SCHOLASTIC QUALIFICATIONS
Time of Attendance at Schools and Studies There Pursued

7. Public high school: Name of school ___South _PaXk High Yrs. ...2.... Mos. _.==__

Highest grade attained and studies pursued in that grade. (State if graduate)

Graduate in the Arts course ©Ff study ,
V : ' 214143



é. Private high ;prcyéra.tory school: Name of school __. ..~ "
Yre, == Mos. ... = L Highest grade attainéd and stu&ies pursued in that grade. (State’if
graduate) - Sl DI : L - ‘

9. N;)rn;al school or academy: Name . .w=fe .
Yrs.r _______ et Mog, cciedies Highest grade attained and studies pursued in that gréde. (State if
graduate) . ____-____' ______

10. University or college: Nanﬁe e e L¥re Ll Mos. ...

Class reached__.__ - Ey N I Yo T T Course pursued

o, ‘ - (State if graduatﬂ) ___________________ :

11. Special preparation for examination for appointment to cédetsh’ip in the U. S. Coast Guard:

Where? _____r=e b e ; : Yrs. Mos.

12. Have you ever taught school? _____ o WO Where?

_____ : i o ‘ . P ) - Yrs. .. Mos.

13. Were you ever a cadet at the Coast Guard, Military, or Naval Academy? e

Which? ' BN 602 ) o R I L LIS TR
14. Were you ever in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard? i

Whieh? ot e o o o ‘ When? __ Lo :

15. Were you ever examined as a candidate for admission to the Military, Naval, or Coast Guard

Academy? _===_____ Td? e . When? St ST -

16. State if you ever thlly or partially earned your own hvmg, and if so, for how Iong and at

poot ol o

what work Yes, during summer months in-paxk depariment S___L&UUF@IL_; ______

and algo two months as clerk in broker's grfice,

17. State whether you have pursued in your studies any of the 10110W1ng subjects, and the most
advanced point reached in each:

Algebra _Intermediate; to- quadratics.and beyond

*lane,che usual theorems,and constructions
Geometry Cne AT e e =

(2) Mathematics. Trigonometr

-——
IR s S -

2—14142




General science -

Physies

Chemistry 3

(%) Sciences..._.___

meg%uistTY%ar;_intxeéaeteyimﬂhusi@%egy “Q bt

Botany lntxoduetory-botan:

ZOOlOgy _Ang rodace :L:_@_I_ZIJ A aNaly WaWas v

French ._._.__.qy

o)
e
i
H
th

German ___

(¢) Modern lan- | . X
guages and { Spanish
classics.

Latin Tatin 111, Cicero

Greek

[ Ancient Greek and Roman History,to death of Charlemagne

European

(d) Histories ______
English

History of U.S.,and study of Federal
_ Govte
frineiples of fnglish grammar,

American and civil government

(¢) Grammar, rhetoric,'_English composition and literature

rules of -mglish Composition,and study of selected subjects in Bng.&
BrgIishi TV Years: - Ameriearn Titerature

(f) Physical geography __.__.

(9). Freehand drawing, time

(h) Mechanical drawing, time o i

Name of school (g and &)

If in drafting office, state nature of work, name of office, and time employed

r—14142
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. ATHLETIC QUALIFICATIONS

18. In what sports have you engaged and for how many years? __Ba.seball-=5 vears

South Buffalo Post 721 and Burke Bros., American legion Champions

20. What medals, if any, have you received for athletic records? -Silver medal for runners-

—..bp in New York State 1928. Gold medals for National Junior Champions

American Legion in 1929. ,
21. What school or college letters have you made, and for what sports?

/

Three Major letters for baseball at high school

22. What athletic records, if any, have you held or broken?

Canbain of baseball heam "

I certify on honor that the above statements are true to the best of my knowlege and belisf,

(Signature)é_g;;_wmé VM
o Ny d
IMW \

The candidate must submit with this application at least three (3) letters of recommendation from
responsible persens who have known him well for at least one year, and who can vouch for his integrity,
good habits, and standing in the community.

T. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOR: 1020  2—14142
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U.S. COAST GUARD) 4222
TREASURY DEPARTMENT ,%§J§ i >
| Fomn'No. 95854 ey - ARRS 1830 P
NST @‘g

Certlﬁcate for Preparatory Schoel Or Public High School

. ; ¢ filled out by candldate) / )
Name of Candldatp % /7%“ i Age - ,7
(Full name)

Since graduating from the___& . qchool I have been engaged as follows

Here give history to
date of certificate,
including espe-
cially subsequent
educational work.

Have you pféviously been examined or submitted certificate for entrance to the U. 8. Coast Guard Academjr?__(’_%_.‘_--_ﬁ_)._
: esor INo,

If so0, give date

To what school or college organizations have you belonged?

What offices, if any, did you hold in these organizations?

(T'o be filled out by Principal of Institution)

ADVICE.—It is requested that great care be exercised in filling out this certificate. Stirike out all words not applica-
ble. Incomplete or carelessly execnted ceriificates can not be accepted. Necessary explanations should be made on
margin. CERTIFICATE ON SCHOOL FORM CAN NOT BE ACCEPTED IN LIEU OF THIS FORM.

After making out this certificate-the school authorities should mail it direct to the Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard,
Washington, D. C., and under no circumstances return it to the custody of the candidate. Failure to comply with this
provision may invalidate this certificate.

South Park High School

Name of school

Location (Town, County, and State): Buffsalo 2 Erie, New York

I hereby certify that I am the Principal -of South Park Hi c‘n 8¢ 'lOOl

7 (IName of school)
and that the following statements with Tespect to____ Thomag James Eugene Crotty -~ .. correct.
(Name of student) " ‘ :

1. He attended this school from ... 3&D L. 1084 %o, June , 10,89

2. He completed the full high-school course and received a diploma from this school June 3 19..89
after successfully passing the final examinations set by the school for the graduating class (or grade).

3. He has completed 314 years of the full high-school course and will receive & diploma from this sehool _________________

w19 .2 , if he passes the final examinations set by the school for the graduating class (or grade).

The number in his class was €or-wiltbe)_____ 172 His sta,nding in his class was (or-w-r]i-be) No. ____lﬂﬁ_-__ e i
(OVER) i 213672
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Mr,

Qir:

at 8:30 a.m., June 18, 1930, for examination for appointment as cadet
in the United States Coast Guard, presenting this letter as your
authority for taking the examination.

The physical ezamination will be held June 20, 1930, the day
following completion of the educational examination. You should report
%0 the medical board at 9:30 a.m. on that date, presenting this letter.
This board will consist of Public Health Surgeons, and be located at
£

Srgs B
tal

You should provide yourself with fountain pen (6r pen and ink]),
pencil and eraser. DRAWING IHSTRUMENTS OR BOOKS should not be taken to
the examination room,

No expense incurred by you in connection with this examination
will be borne by the Government,

Candidates will be informed of the results of the examination
about August 1, 1930, Do not request information about your standing
before that datve, :

Acknowledge receipt of this letter, which should be retained by
you for identification purposes,

By direction of the Commendant.

) Respectfully,
G, 7. CLARE, :

Asst, Chief,
Division of Operations.
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IN SERVICE APPLICATION FOR' CONVERSION INTO U. S. GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURARCE

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE WAR RISK ACT AND BUREAU REGULATIONS

For use of persons in the active military or naval service. Before filling out this application TERM INSURANCE _ /
read explanation on reverse side. Use ink and make separate application for each plan CERTIFICATE DUMRER Y B
of insurance applied for. b !

il

1 NAME IN FULL: Middle. g < .~ Last name,
(Please print or 7.) s * # -
: Ranill > e ROTRY
2 HOME ADDRESS: Number. County, city, town, or post office.

State. &

_______ 18 ¥ilford Stresd ffalo

La @ ADDRESE: HeBe Gonnd SAETE Cuthaey PRME. @ ; 2.5 & 3 & G T3 7% 234 : i
3 IWAS City, town, or post office, . State. Day of month. " Year, Age nearest
BORN AT birthday,
Mffale How York 18 HMareh igiz 22
4 SERIAL, NUMBER. PRESENT ORGANIZATION, € DATE OF FRESENTYEWLISTNEIT.
5 Rank, grade, or rating. Organization, regiment, station, ship, ete. ) é;'i s 2
— ; o : " i A Q’&Eﬂ FB308
LR Eaaien, .49 2 28 Moy, .Q%s&-
7 AMIOUNT OF WAR RISK| 8 MON Y TERM 9 PREMIUM LAST CHECKED ON 10 ARE YOU NOwW DISABLED ON AC-
TERM INSURANCE. PREMIUM PAID. COUNT OF INJURY OR DISEASE?

3 = IF SO, STATE HOW.
$ ?%{Eﬁ $ E&EE‘ ; *?“:____, 192___, pay roll, :
11 PREVIOUS ENLISTMENT DATES 12 DISCHARGE DATES.
W R e8 aw o se e ew I A I . e z-‘gs
I3 I APPLY FOR $g m.&.ﬁah U. 8. GOVERNMENT 14 ‘I WILL PAY PREMIUMS AS INDICATED BELOW.
LIFE INS CE ON THE FOLLOWING PLAN (Make cross mark X under method selected.)
{Make cross mark X under plan selected.) !

- 3 = PAYMENTS TO BE MADE DIRECT BY BY
Ordinary Life 20-Pay. Life 30-Pay. Life TOC BUREAU AS FOLLOWS: ALLOTMENT I DEDUCTION
oy : x MONTHLY | MONTHLY

bt Smmmaen Me Quart. Semi-an, An,
20-Yr. Endowment | 30-Yr. Endowment | Endowment at Age 62 * " ) i
T M SR g S8 T e vy, S DL D 2 O 5 oo o W B 3 T s 3 Wity o D si‘w.ﬁnuu 3 LR Iy :L{)‘ §3E3 @ W e s

18 The applicant must remit with this application a sum not less than the amount of the first premium on the converted insurance applied for, or authorize same to be
deducted or alletted from any pay or deposit due him in accordance with Coast Guard, Marine Corps, War or Navy Department circulars, as the case may be.

I hereby authorize the necessary deductions from my pay or, if insufficient, from any deposit with the United States, in payment of the monthly premiums as

they become due, unless otherwise paid, in accordance with War Department circulars, or authorize an alletment from my pay in accordance with Coast Guard

Marine Cerps, or Navy Department circulars; in the amount of §.___ A} o B8 each month, commencing with the month of A¥MASS , 1054
G EENETFICIARY OR BENEFICIARIES OF INSURANCE HEREIN APPLIED FOR IN CASE OF MY DEATH.
Name of beneficiary. Amt, of Ins. Post-office address.
Relationship. (If married woman, her own Christian name and husband’s for each (a) Number and street.
' surname must be stated.) beneficiary. (b) City, town, or post office.
p .
MoTHER HELEY GABRY CROTrY %‘?, 800,00 18 ¥ilford sStreet,

Rffalo, New Yok,

17 I SELECT THE MODE OF SETTLEMENT AS INDICATED BY CROSS MARK X BELOW. (SEE EXPLANATION.)

No. 1 (E_) one sum. No. 2 (..__) payable in ______ monthly installments. No. 3 (.___) continuous installments.
HONE .
18 IN ADDITION TO THE CONVERTED INSURANCE ABOVE APPLIED FOR I WISH TO CONTINUE §._______S#tiiss OF THE INSURANCE

ON THE YEARLY RENEWABLE TERM PLAN.

This insurance, if the applicant be entitled thereto under the War Risk Insurance Act, shall become effective in accordance. with Bureau Regulations, Army and
Navy circulars, etc. In consideration of the graniing of the United States Government life insurance herein applied for, I hereby agree that all my rights and interest in
an equal amount of yearly renewable term insurance heretofore granted me under the War Risk Insurance Act shall cease and terminate on the day the insurance
herein applied for takes effect.

DAY OF __ Aligiom B4

BOGERE CROTTY

s (Applicant sign here. Do not print signature.)

2—11203

(Rank and organization.)
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD ACADEMY
NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT

25 Auvgust, 1939,

ABSTRACT OF GRADES
Tieut. (jez.) Thomas J. E, Crotiy.

e
Appointed cadet 28 July, 1930. , }yﬁwﬁ#ﬁﬁ

Commissioned ensign 28 May, 1934.

Graduated with a standing of 3rd. in a class of 5,

First Term Second Term

SUBJECTS Grades Grades
Seamanship : 61,59 74.83
Navigation 67,54 80,25
Communications 8847 . 69,17
Chemistry 69,50 74425
Adgebra 74425
Trigonometry 77«25 91.50
Descriptive Geometry 78,80
English 78450 84,68
French: 04,83
Dreawing 72433

Shop 80,67
Hyglene 81,66

Physics 61,92

SECOND YEAR

Sea Ternm
Seamanship T0.00 72280
Navigation 7700 87620 82.68
Communizations 73,00 82,00 B3,15
Calculus and Analytic Gsometry 72463
Mechanics 8700
Physics 70,87 70.67
English 80,17 65,50
Prench . 92,87 93,04
Heat Engines 70,00 83,17
Drawing 659,87 77666
Physics Leboratory ‘ 7067
Physicel Education 85,00
Enginsering 73,00 '
Professional Fitness T2 .67

- {(Continued on sheet No, 2
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THIRD YEAR

Sea Tern First Term Second Term

SUBJECTS Grades Grades Grades
Seamanship , 82,00 81.00
Navigation 75,00 86625 64,09
Ordnance 82,50 78416
Mechanics 84,17

English : ' 67,50 84,50
Thermodynemics 85465

Boilers 76617
Naval Comstruction B2450
Enginssring 65,00 76,00
ETFOtr4cﬁty 75456 T6eds
El V+r19al Laboratory _ 7733

Commumications 75600
Heat E ngine 86,17
Profession al Fitness 75480

FOURTH YEAR

Seamanship 7250 72,00 74,17
Nevigation Lew 90.00

Service Regulations and

Military Law 74400 82,17

Compass Compensation 65,00

Surveying , 73
Ordnance and Ballistics Tou 17 81,4;
Tactics C 82,34

Communications - 65,00 82,50
Radio ' 77«50 75.87
English and History 76,00

Steam Engineering 82,00 6200

Internal Combustiocn Bngines 85,34
Turbines 78042
Engineering Laboratory 75,00
Steam 82,09

Shop 6367

Professional Fitness 686,25

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT:

L. W, PERKINS,;
Commandant of Cadets,
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- capitulated to the enemy on 6 May, 1942, and we believe that he is

VZd
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26 Augnstfi§§§§;
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M¥rs. Patrick H, Crotty,
12 '¥ilford Street,
Buffalo, New York.

¥y dear Mrs. Crotiy:

I regret to advise you that your son, Lisutenant Thomas
Llelacsho was attached to the Sixtesnth Haval Dis 3

géL~icinity of Corregidor has been missing since that station

a prisoner of war. As scon as definite officisl information is
received concerning his status, you will be advised. My sincere
sympathy 1is exbended to you in your anxiety and you may be assured
that you will be advised when any news is received,

Flease be further advised that your son's allotments in payment
of premiums on National Service Life Insurancs and Guardisn Life
Insurance will be continued for a pericd of twelve months; durdng
which time we hope to hear from him, '

In the event you lmow of other insurance carried by your son,
please inform Headguarters the name of the company in which he is
ingured and the amount of premiums. Payment of these premiums will
also be made by monthly sllotment,

If you were in eny way dependent uwpon your son for support,
please advise me in order that considerstion may be given to the
issuance of an sllotment in your favor.

By direction of the Commandant.

Very truly yours,

J. L, AHERN,
Captaln, U. 3. Coast Guard,
Chief, Military Morale Section.

Mrs, Joynes, Room 2116 2-4
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Washington, D.C.
/Z//Mtober 28; 1942,

Vice Admiral R.R. Waesche, , i
‘Commandant, U.,S. Coast Guard, HiE
1300 "E" Street, N.W., AR
Washington, D.C. e

Dear Admirsl Waesche:-

Following our conversation at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria on the
evening of October 16, 1942, the following information is forwarded concern-.
ing Lieutenant T.J ty, U.S. Coast Guard.

T '

3

Lieutenant Crotty arrived on the Asiatic station about six weeks
prior to the commencement of hostilities and was attached to the in-shore
patrol headquarters of the Sixteen Naval District, with offices at the Navy
Yard, Cavite. Lieutenant Crotty continued on these duties until the afternoon
of December 10, 1941, when the Cavite Navy Yard was bombed and destroyed by
the subsequent fire. Lieutenant Crotty continued to perform duties in the
Navy Yard area while Admiral Rockwell maintained temporary quarters at Sangley
Point. When the evacuation of Manila and the Cavite Navy Yard areas became
necessary on December 24, 1941, Lieutenant Crotty, because of his special quali-
fications in handling explosives, supervised the demolition of the U,S5.S. SEA
LION and other naval, military, and other important civilian establishments
in order that they might not fall into the hands of the enemy. To the best of
my knowledge Lieutenant Crotty arrived at Fort Mills on Corregidor the after-
noon of December 25 or 26, 1941. I recall that Lieutenant Crotty accompanied
a further expedition to Sangley Point on at least one night between December
26, 1941, and January 1, 1942, prior to the Japanese occupation of Cavite Pro-
vince and Manila, This was again in connection with special demolition work.
Lieutenant Crotty, while attached to Naval units at Fort ¥ills, performed var-
ious duties with the guard battalion of naval headquarters. For a period of
about six weeks during February and March Lieutenant Crotty was attached to
the U.S.S. QUAIL as Executive Officer. In this capacity he assisted with the
regular sweeping of the channel through mine fields s which made the servicing
of submarines possible. The U.S.S. QUAIL at this time also bombarded the
west coast of Bataan and thereby greatly assisted the naval battalion in the
Marivales area in overcoming a strong Japanese landing force that had landed
on the flank of General Wainwright's corps area and threatened to sever the
line of supplies for this organization. To the best of my knowledge Lieutenant
Crotty returned to Fort Mills for duty with the naval units the latter part of
March, at which time he became adjutant of the headquarters guard battalion
of the Sixteenth Naval District Headquarters. The headquarters company at that
time consisted of about one thousand naval enlisted men who had been on duty in
the Manila Bay area prior to its general evacuation to Fort Mills. In this
capacity Lieutenant Crotty continued to serve until the capitulation of the
forts in the Manila Bay area on May 6 and 7.

.
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Lieutenant Crotty impressed us all with his fine qualities of
Naval leadership which were combined with a very pleasant personality and
a willingness to assist everyone to the limit of his'ability. He contin-
ued to remain very cheerful and retained a high morale until my departure
from Fort Mills the evening of May 3rd. Lieutenant Crotty is worthy of
commendation for the energetic and industrious manner in which he per-
formed all his tasks. He continued to be an outstanding example of an
officer and a gentleman to all hands and was a source of encouragement to
many who did not possess his high qualities of courage and perseverance
that he displayed. Having seen Lieutenant Crotty undergo all the trials
during my five months in the Manila Bay area, 1 feel sure that the rigors
and trials of a prisoner of war will produce little if any change, and 1
look forward to the return of Lieutenant Crotty to active duty, for Iam
sure he will continue to perform his duties in keeping with all the tra-
ditions of the Naval and Coast Guard Services.

It is a pleasure for me to forward the above remarks concerning
Lieutenant Crotty. Lieutenant Crotty in all his duties was a distinct
credit to the U.S., Coast Guard and a fine example of the outstanding
officers which your service possesses. I will be pleased to forward any
additional information concerning the foregoing remarks if such should be
necessary to complete the records. From the information that is available
I feel there is no doubt that Lieutenant Crotty is now a priscner of war
at a camp near Tarlac, in northern Luzon, and that he is being treated by
the Japanese in accordance with the laws of war.

Very Respectfully,

/3 0 e,

?”\
DENYS W. KNOLL,
Lieut. Comdr., U, S. Navy.
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CG-71 .
10 September, 1343

¥rs. Helen Crothiy
18 yilferd Strest
Buffalo, New Tork

my dear ¥rs. Crobiy:

In the absence of definite information as to the date of your son's death,
the Secretary of tbe H¥avy, acting under an Act of Congress approved 7 Harch,
1942, presumed that death occurred on 30 September, 1942. I regret that

I ha&’e so little information to give you. FPlease accept my sincers sympathy.

You will find inclosed %ha forms necessary to effect seitlement of the sums
dus the estate of youwr sen, i;..egten&nt Ammas ds Ee ﬁmt’s? ?Jf‘zw. Inasmuch
as the final pay cus P’z},s estaleisappre > sy

sary that you apply to the C:mrt f‘er Lmtars of éé&m.ms’:;muan, since ameuats
in exeess of $500.00 may be paid only to a legally appointed executor or
adsinistrator. As soon as you receilve the appointment, please forward a copy
of the Court Order showing same, together with the completed Form HNo. 1055.

Veterans Adwministration Form No. 535 is inclesed in order that you may make
application for the pension award. It will be necessary that y@a furnish a
copy of the publie record of birth or church record of baptisam ef your son to
support the spplication for award of pension.

411 forms are to be compleied in the presence of two wiinesses and a& notary
public, taking csre to answer 211 guesticns. Upen completiom, please forward
. them %o Cozst OGuard Headguarters, Washington, D. C. l

By direction of the Commandant.

Yery truly yours,

s

= J. R. HINEANT
Iieutenant Commander, usco
Chief, Hilitary ¥orale Div.
Indis
1 Form Bo. 1055 ) R etk

2 Form ¥o. 1057 / : e e
3 Porm ¥e. 535 & ‘ ' ' :




FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Baltimore 11, Maryland
UeS. Marine Hospital
Wyman Park Drive and 31lst Street

August 29, 1946

Commander L. H. Morine
Chief, Military Morale Division
U. S. Coast Guard
Washington 25, D. C. ‘

~ Through: Medical Officer in Charge
Dear Sir: : ‘

- Your letter (file CG-71) referring to Lientenant
Thomas J. E. Crotty has just been received.

At Cabantuan I recognized Lieutenant Crotty's Coast
Guard cap insignia and went up and introduced myself. His morale
was excellent and he was as cheerful as any of us in spite of mal=-
nutrition and the enviromment. I saw him not infrequently with
various Navy Officers whom I do not recall now. We exchanged jokes
and reminiscences of home on occasion.

The one striking thing that I remember was his con-
tinued optimism and cheerfulness under mosit adverse circumstances.
He was outstanding in this respect at 'a time when such an attitude
wWas s80 necessary for the gereral welfare.

Lieutenant Crotty, as I recall, contracted diphtheria
and died in the fall of 1942 at Cabantuan. I regret that I am
unable to .give a definite date. :

Further specific information concerning Lieutenant
Crotty I do not have. Other Public Health Service officers at
Cabantuan were Surgeons James A. Grider and Albert N. Sarwold.
Possibly they may be able to give you more information.

Very truly yours,
/s/ V. J.Dorset,

V. Jd. Dorset
VdD:tko Surgeon, US PHS

Respectfully forwarded
/s/ Js F. Van Ackeren, Medigal Director

J. F. van Ackeren, Medical Director
~dical Officer in Charge
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON ~—

The Secretary of the Navy takes pride in commending posthumously

LIEUTENANT THOMAS JAMES EUGENE CROTTY YVie &
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

for service as set forth in the following
CITATTION:

"For outstanding serviece in comnection with
operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Ares
from October 1941 to Mey 1942, Highly skilled in the handling
of explosives, Lieutenant Crotty ably supervised the demolition
of the U.S.5. SEA LION, together with other naval, military and
important civilian establishments to prevent them from falling
into the hands of the enemy during the evacuation of Hanila and
the Cavite Nevy Yard areas in December 1941, Subsequently
attached to the USS QUAIL as Executive Officer, he rendered
invaluable assistance to his ship during mine-sweeping operations
and the bombardment of the west coast of Bataan and, returning
to Fort Mills as Adjutant of the Headquarters Guard Battalion,
continued to discharge his responsibilities under extremely hazard-
ous conditions until the capitulation of the forts in the ¥a2nila Bay
area. By his courage, marked professional ability and unswerving
devotion to duty throughout this eritieal period, Lieutenant Crotty
served to inspire all who observed him and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Serviee.¥

A copy of this citation has been made a part of Iieutenant Crotty's
official record and the Commendation Ribbon and Metal Perdant ave
authorized, :

/s/ Dan A. Eimball

Secretary of the Navy
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LT Thomas J. E. Crotty
Commended by SecNavy

. The Honorable Dan A. Kimball, Secre- .

tary of the Navy, hag posthumously com-
mended LT Thomas J. E. Crotty (de-
ceased), for outstanding service in con-
nection with operations against the
enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific war
area from October 1941 to May 1942,

Some time around 6 or 7 May 1942, LT

Crotty was taken a prisoner of war by the
Japanese upon the capitulation of the
forts in the Manila Bay area, and is now
legally presumed to be dead inasmuch ag
no official record of his death or prison
incarceration have been found.

LT Crotty, arrived on the Navy Yard,
Cavite, about 6 weeks prior to the date
of Pearl Harbor; he was attached then
to the inshore patrol headquarters of the
Sixteenth Naval District at Cavite,

He continued on these duties until the
afternoon of 10 December 1941, when the
Cavite Yard was bombed and destroyed
by the resulting fires. However, he con-
tinued to perform duties at the Navy
Yard area, but when the evacuation of
Manila and Cavite areas became neces-
sary on 24 December, he, because of his
special qualifications in handling ex-
plosives, supervised the demolition of the
USS Sea Lion and other naval, military,
and important civilian establishments in
order that they might not fall into the
hands of the enemy.

It is believed that LT Crotty arrived at '

Fort Mills on Corregidor the afternoon
of 25 or 26 December. He accompanied
an expedition to Sangley Point shortly
before the Japanese occupation of Cavite
Province and Manila. It was again in
connection with special demolition work
that, while he was attached to the Naval
units at Fort Mills he worked with the
guard battalion of naval headquarters.

Then for a period of about 6 weeksb

during February and March, LT Crotty
was attached to the USS Quail as execu-
tive officer. In this capacity he assisted
with the regular sweeping of the chan-
nel through mine fields, which made the
servicing of submarines possible. The

Quail at this time also bombarded' the
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west coast of Bataan, thereby greatly as-
sisting the naval battalion in the Mari-
vales area to overcome g strong Jap
landing force that had landed on the flank
of General Wainwright's corps area and
threatened to sever the lines of supplies
for this organization.

Later LT Crotty returned to Fort Mills

for duty with the naval units in the latter

part of March, at which time he became
adjutant of the headquarters ‘guard bat-
talion of the Sixteenth Naval Distriet
headquarters. That company at the
time consisted of about 1,000 naval en-
listed men who had been on’ duty in the
Manila Bay area prior to its general
evacuation to Fort Mills. It was in this
capacity that LT Crotty continued to
serve until the capitulation of the Manila
Bay Area. It is from this point in his
career that LT Crotty’s official record is
a blank.

According to official records, LT Crotty
was the only Coast Guardsman to be a
Japanese prisoner of war during World
War II. - i
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