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Although it had been estimated that 30 to 40 days might be
required to disinter and transfer the remains to the ship, the task
was completed much ahead of schedule, thanks to the employment
of native laborers. This rapid progress evoked a formal commen-
dation on 3 September 1946 from Capt. Robert J. McBroom,
Quartermaster, Western Pacific Base Command. Eight days later,
the dead from Ulithi all rested in Agat Cemetery on Guam.

On 13 September, Captain McBroom communicated the findings
of the Ulithi mission to the Commanding General, WPBC. The
more important of them follow: (1) Three additional weeks would
have been necessary to complete the mission, except for the valu-
able assistance of 35 natives; (2) the work slowed down 60 percent
following the lunch period, indicating that the period of extreme
afternoon heat should be devoted to swimming and recreation and
that long work hours were inadvisable; (3) adequate funds should
be provided for the purchase of beer and cigarettes; (4) any future ex-
pedition should carry two dental officers and two dental technicians;
(5) the availability of motorized transportation should be deter-
mined before departure on any future mission and mechanics, bull-
dozer operators and truck chauffeurs should accompany all such
expeditions; (6) burial bags should be standard equipment, since,
because of their flexibility, they could be lowered into graves, the
remains transferred thereto and then lifted by ropes, thus saving the
workers from having decayed flesh and liquefied remains spilled on
them; (7) a medical officer should accompany all future expedi-
tions, since infections were a constant danger; (8) an advance party
should precede the main expedition, and should map out require-
ments, type of burial grounds, docking facilities, and the like; (9)
sufficient Class “X" clothing should be provided to permit each
member of the mission to burn the clothing at the end of a working
day; (10) ample quantities of heavy rubber and leather gloves were
necessary; (11) all future workers assigned to this type of duty
should be accompanied by enough officers to supervise operations
properly; (12) services of civilian embalmers were superfluous on
this kind of expedition because of the advanced state of decomposi-
tion of the remains.

In August 1946, it was announced that disinterments at battlefield
cemeteries on Wake Island and in the Gilberts and Marshalls would
begin by October and end in late December. The cemeteries in the
latter two archipelagoes were located on Tarawa, Jaluit. Makin,
Majuro, Kwajalein, and Eniwetok. The dead were to be removed
to Oahu. After accomplishment of this concentration, all deceased
AFMIDPAC servicemen would rest in eight localities—Hawaii,
Guam, Saipan, Tinian, Palau, Guadalcanal, Angaur, and Iwo
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Jima.'"  These plans were impeded because funds were unavailable
for the manufacture of temporary caskets. A recommendation made
by Headquarters, AFMIDPAC, that these remains be stored above
ground in warehouses on Oahu while awaiting repatriation encoun-
tered opposition in Washington. The Director, Memorial Division,
OQMG, disapproved any idea of above-ground storage for long
periods except where burials could not be made because graves were
filled with water.'*

Above-Ground Storage

Headquarters, AFMIDPAC, insisted, with the concurrence of the
CINC, AFPAC, that its plan for above-ground storage in metal-
lined, hermetically sealed burial boxes, was both feasible and neces-
sary, particularly since by this time no further space was available
in the existing Oahu cemeteries.’”  As the concentration from Wake
Island and the Marshalls-Gilberts area was still stalemated,
AFMIDPAC again urgently requested the funds needed to buy
burial boxes for above-ground storage.

Memorial Division, OQMG, therefore gave further consideration
to the proposal. Late in October, it partly reversed its previous
stand by granting permission to both AFMIDPAC and the CINC,
AFPAC, for above-ground storage for not more than 90 days.* A
few days later, the War Department amended this action by author-
izing above-ground storage on Oahu of some 1,750 remains from the
Marshalls and the Gilberts and from Wake Island until the begin-
ning of the repatriation program, “Providing that no odor is forth-
coming from the stored remains.” *  Other stipulations were that
the bodies be stored in a building of suitable size and structure, with
bars or heavy screens to prevent illegal entry; that the building have
an American guard at all times; that it be suitably marked as a
mausoleum; that proper fire protection and precautions be main-
tained; that a rigid inspection schedule be maintained, and that an
American flag be flown above the building.*

As a result of these actions, the Quartermaster, AFMIDPAC, re-
quested the assignment of three 10,000 square-foot warehouses, to
be available 30 days before the arrival date (1 January 1947) of the
remains from Wake and the Gilberts and Marshalls. After consid-
erable negotiation, Building 1092, Area R, Schofield Barracks, was

Y Rpt, GR & Repat Opns, MIDPAC, 31 Aug 46, 319.1.

* Rad, Dir, Mem Div, OQMG to CINC, AFPAC, and CGs, AFMIDPAC and
AFWESPAC, 16 Sep 46, sub: Storage of Remains Above Ground, 293.

" Rad, AFMIDPAC 10 WD for QMG. 24 Sep 46, 293.

** Rad. Opns Br, Mem Div to CINCAFPAC and CG, MIDPAC, 29 Oct 46, 293.

1 Lir, Mem Div, OQMG 1o CINC, AFPAC, 5 Nov 46, sub: Storage of Remains, 293.

= Ihid.
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assigned to the Quartermaster for temporary use as a mausoleum.
It was officially designated as Mausoleum 1.*

Shortly afterwards, the Office of The Quartermaster General
stated that no time limit would be established for above-ground
storage, thus reversing completely its earlier policy.*’ Plans were
then drawn up for the use of additional buildings at Schofield Bar-
racks for housing the incoming deceased from the China Zone, who
were scheduled to arrive in Honolulu late in May 1947. After
lengthy negotiations with Ordnance officials, Warehouse 1091, Area
R, Schofield Barracks, was assigned to AGRS as Mausoleum 2.7°
AGRS-PAZ next requested the assignment of Buildings 6101 and
6102 at Schofield Barracks, the former structure to be used for stor-
age of final-type caskets and shipping cases preparatory to final ex-
humations due to begin on 1 September 1947, and the latter structure
for the storage of casketed remains before their shipment on repatria-
tion vessels. Assignment of Building 6101 to AGRS-PAZ became
effective on 1 June 1947, and that of Building 6102 on 9 June 1947.
These two buildings comprised Mausoleum 3.%°

Usual storage practices were followed in these mausoleums. both
for caskets containing deceased and for empty caskets. The latter
were stacked six high with sufficient dunnage to permit use of mate-
rials-handling equipment. Those holding remains were stored four
high, also with sufficient dunnage for materials-handling equipment.
Cremated remains were stored at Mausoleum 1 in a columbarium,
which contained recesses of suitable size for individual urns and
which was covered by ceiling-high sliding doors. The mausoleum
also featured indirect lighting, comfortable furniture, and an altar
where services were held when desired by visiting relatives.”

It is noteworthy that the establishment of mausoleums in Hawaii
to accommodate the deceased from the Gilberts-Marshalls-Wake
Island area, as well as later remains from other points, was not
unique in the Pacific nor on the Asiatic Mainland. As will be shown
later, mausoleums were created at such points as Manila, Yokohama,
Saipan, Barrackpore, and Shanghai. In other words, the above-
ground storage system became commonplace for Pacific war dead
awaiting repatriation.

“ (1) Hist, AGRS-PAZ, 11, pp. 170-71. (2) Ibid., App. F, Incl. 3, Memo, G-4 10
QM. AFMIDPAC, 7 Jan 47, sub: Building No. 1092, Schofield.

* Ltr, Col. Ira K. Evans, Mem Div, OQMG to CG, AGFPAC, 5 Mar 47, Hist,
AGRS-PAZ, II, App. F, Incl. 5.

= Hist, AGRS-PAZ, 11, pp. 172-73.

* (1) Memo, Colonel O. W. Humphries, AGRS-PAZ, G-4, 7 May 47. (2) Lw. CO,
Schofield Barracks to CO, AGRS-PAZ, 27 May 47. (3) Memo, CO, Schoficld Bar-
racks to CO, AGRS-PAZ, 3 Jun 47; Hist, AGRS-PAZ, II, App. F, Incls 7, 8, 9.

* Hist, AGRS-PAZ, I1, pp. 186-87.
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Marshalls-Gilberts Disinterments

While plans were being made for above-ground storage in Hawaii,
the 604th QM Graves Registration Company departed from Oahu
in November 1946 and began disinterment operations in the Mar-
shall and Gilbert Islands. Its first task, the exhumation of the dead
from Lone Palm Cemetery, Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, proceeded
smoothly, and on 13 January 1947, 532 deceased from this atoll
arrived at Oahu and were placed in the recently established Army
Mausoleum 1 at Schofield Barracks. By this time, the 604th QM
Graves Registration Company had moved to other islands in the
Marshall and Gilbert groups. During January and early February,
it exhumed bodies from cemeteries on Makin, Majuro, and Kwajalein.
About 650 remains from these atolls arrived in Hawaii on 6 March
1947 and were moved to Mausoleum 1 on the following day to await
further identification. Upon completion of its mission in Kwajalein,
the unit proceeded to Eniwetok and Wake Islana, where they ex-
humed some 556 remains, which in turn, reached Hawaii on 8 April
1947.*

In the following month (May), the concentration situation in
AFMIDPAC is revealed by these figures showing the number of
remains in each cemetery: **

TasLE 12— Concentration Progress in Mid-Pacific

Cemetery No. of remains
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
Schofield BArraoks CENRELEINW . - i i i s rie s o 03 £a s aeeewmm 5 s s 2,424
Schofield Mausoleums (Nos. land 2). ... ... ... ... My, Lo W NSy 4,320
U. S. Army Cemetery, Homelani, Hawaii. ... ...................... 144
U. S. Army Cemetery, Makawao, Hawaii.......................... 133
U. S. Army Cemetery, Makaweli, Kauai. .. L e e 74
Halawa Naval Cemetery, Oabu..................... 1,509
Nuuanu Cemetery, Oahu. . R 17 A e e | 348
Mokapu Cemetery, Kaneohe. Oahu i T e wE A A : 18
T 0 Sy e e e e S ey SR AR A B T ‘ 8,970
GUADALCANAL
Army, Navy, Marine Cemetery. . .. .................... R, i S 3.365
AUSTRALIA
USAF Enewich.:: veians ve Tl s putr ik g S i S 1,406
LISAF, RODKWOOA = .2 s sy seiis os o va sd s e noas Res BE o da At | 465
Total . . . Serrl SR e el m e ST e e 1,871
Grand total . . .. ... A A A T gy 0 e 14,206

** (1) AGRS Newsletter, March 1947, Pacific Zone. (2) Rpts, GR & Repat Opns,
AGRS-PAZ, 28 Feb 47; 31 Mar 47, 319.1.

% Memo, Col. O. W. Humphries, for CofS-AGFPAC, 21 May 47, Hist, AGRS-PAZ,
I, App. E, Incl. 12, Pr. 10.
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Plans for Final Disinterment Operations in AGRS-PAZ

Originally, final disinterment operations had been envisioned as
commencing in Hawaii, Australia, and Guadalcanal during the
early summer of 1947 and as being finished by the end of August.
It was planned to use 13% Field Operating Sections (FOS) for the
Hawaiian exhumations. These Sections were mobile units, which,
operating under a zone command, performed the actual work of
disinterment, identification, preparation and casketing of remains
for return to the United States or permanent burial overseas. The
Commanding Officer, known as Master of the Section, was respon-
sible to the Zone Commander for the performance of the unit. In
addition to the Master of the Section, an FOS included two inspect-
ing officers, one chief clerk, and four operations teams, each com-
posed of a supervising embalmer, technical assistants, a truck driver,
a guard-convoyer, a checker, and laborers.” After completion of
activities in the Hawaiian Islands, plans called for 8 Field Operating
Sections to proceed to Guadalcanal while 32 such units moved on
to Australia. Because of a continuing shortage of qualified officers
and enlisted men and the delays in receiving caskets from the
United States, these plans did not materialize. The initial exhu-
mations in the Hawaiian Islands preparatory to the first shipment
of the dead to the United States on the Honda Knot did not
begin until 11 August 1947. Final disinterments in Australia,
Guadalcanal, and nearby small PAZ cemeteries did not start until
after the Honda Knot had sailed from Honolulu on 30 Sep-
tember 1947. These operations constitute a part of the chapter
concerning repatriation of the Pacific war dead to the United States.

AFWESPAC and PHILRYCOM Operations

Concentration of remains in General MacArthur’s wartime com-
mand, the old Southwest Pacific Area, involved more than 40,000
dead left along the path of conquest from Port Moresby to Manila.
As previously indicated, concentration activities in this area were
well underway just before V-] Day. The war dead were being re-
moved from temporary burial places to eight large cemeteries:
Finschhafen in New Guinea, Ipswich and Roockwood in Australia,
and Manila No. 1 and 2, Santa Barbara No. 1, Leyte No. 1, and
Batangas in the Philippines.™

TM 10-281, pp. 11-12.

*' (1) Lir, Hq USAFWESPAC, OCQM to TQMG, Wash, D. C.,, 9 Aug 45, sub:
Grave Location Information; KCRC-AGRS-Far East, 203. (2) Rpt, Official Travel,
Lt Col Mavo A. Darling. Jul-Sep 45, p. 35, 314.6.

437227 O—58—-28
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Initial Planning and Accomplishments

Late in 1945, important decisions were made in planning for the
concentration of the dead in the western Pacific. Both USAF
Cemetery Manila No. 1 and Batangas No. 1 would be consolidated
into Manila No. 2, since the latter cemetery had been selected as
the site to be recommended to the American Battle Monuments
Commission as a national cemetery for those not repatriated.
Actual implementation of this plan awaited the final decision of the
next of kin. At any rate, AFWESPAC assumed that all unrepa-
triated deceased under its territorial jurisdiction would be reinterred
in one USAF cemetery, which would be designated as a permanent
military cemetery.*

Some of the most bitter battles of the war in the Southwest Pacific
Area had occurred in the Philippines where disinterment operations
began in December 1945 at Camp O’Donnell and Cabanatuan, two
Prisoner of War Cemeteries. In these burial places lay many of
those who had survived the Death March but later died of disease or
maltreatment. At first the prisoners had interred their comrades in
single graves, but as they became weaker, they buried a day’s toll of
dead in a single large grave. This mode of interment rendered later
identification difficult in most cases although tooth charts and infor-
mation supplied by returned Prisoners of War and Filipino civilians
proved helpful. By February 1946, both Camp O’Donnell and
Cabanatuan cemeteries were disinterred and the remains placed in
USAF Cemetery Manila No. 2. The closing of these two burial
places exemplified the continuing concentration program in the old
Southwest Pacific Area, wherein all located war dead were being
moved into the above-mentioned large cemeteries. ™

WESPAC Sector of the newly organized AGRS-PATA ** reported
in July 1946 that much progress had been made in consolidation of
cemeteries under its widened jurisdiction, which now included the
Philippine Islands, New Guinea, Australia, the Ryukyu Islands, and
smaller islands of the Southwest and West Central Pacific area.
Since V-] Day, AGRS forces had concentrated bodies from some
125 cemeteries of varying sizes throughout WESPAC into 20 USAF
cemeteries and one Prisoner of War burial ground. The names and
location of these 21 cemeteries were: *°

(1) Hist, AGRS-PATA, Feb 46-Oct 47, p. . (2) 4th Ind to Basic Ltr, 25 Jul 45,
Hq USAFWESPAC to TOMG, 23 Nov 45; KCRC-AGRS-FEC, 293, )

W Same as ftn. 32(1).

" Details concerning organization of AGRS-PATA may be found in the preceding
chapter.

** Rpt, GR and Repat Opns, AGRS-PATA, 31 Jul 46, 319.1.
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. USAF Cemetery No. 1, Sydney (Rookwood), Australia.

2 USAF Cemetery, lpsw:ch No. 1, anbanc Australia.

3-7. USAF Cemetery, Flnschhafen Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5,
Finschhafen, New Guinea.

8. USAF Cemetery, Leyte No. 1, Palo, Leyte, P. 1.

9. USAF Cemetery, Batangas No. 1, Batangas, Luzon, P. 1.

10-11. USAF Cemeteries, Manila Nos. | and 2, Manila,
Luzon, P. L.

12. USAF Cemetery, Santa Barbara No. 1, Luzon, P. L.

13. 1st Marine Division Cemetery, Okinawa.

14. 6th Marine Division Cemetery, Okinawa.

15. 7th Division Cemetery, Okinawa.

16. 76th Division Cemetery, Okinawa.

17. 96th Division Cemetery, Okinawa.

18. Island Command Cemetery, Okinawa.

19. Ie Shima Cemetery, Okinawa.

20. Zamami Shima Cemetery, Okinawa.

21. Luzon POW Cemetery, Canlubang, Luzon, P. 1.

This same July report indicated that graves registration officials
planned no further consolidation of WESPAC Sector cemeteries,
since they mistakenly presumed that all 21 cemeteries would be in
existence at the start of final repatriation. Consequently, little con-
centration took place in this region during the latter part of 1946.

Tokyo AGRS Conference

The AGRS conference, which began in Tokyo on 5 February
1947, was called to consider, among other matters, plans for future
AGRS activities in the Pacific. It was attended by Memorial Divi-
sion representatives, including Col. 1. K. Evans and by top graves
registration officers of the various Pacific areas. The conferees dis-
cussed in detail the subject of further concentration of cemeteries
before repatriation and considered the following transfers of remains
in furtherance of the concentration program: Finschhafen and Palau
to Manila, Ie Shima and Zamami Shima to Okinawa, Tinian and
Iwo Jima to Saipan, and Korea to Yokohama.

Colonel Evans remarked that general opinion favored the evac-
uation of the deceased from Finschhafen and Palau cemeteries be-
fore repatriation, either to mausoleums, whose sites had not vet
been determined, or to Manila No. 2. The conferees felt that these
concentrations should terminate as soon as possible since any long
delay would cause serious future operational difficulties resulting
from lack of facilities at these locations. Col. William D. Camp-
bell, Quartermaster, GHQ, Far East Command, justified plans for
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immediate removal of bodies in the Finschhafen cemeteries to
Manila in the following manner:

The job of moving Finschhafen to Luzon is a major oper-
ation. The reasons why it should be done now instead of later
are that in a year from now there will be no docks; there will
be no highways, and if we wait a year it will require probably
an engineer construction battalion to go in there with Field
Operating Sections in order to get the bodies out. If we start
working on it now, we would probably stretch it over a period
of six or eight months to get the bodies out before the return
of the dead from this command starts . . . There are approxi-
mately ten thousand bodies concerned.

He opposed any plan to reinter the Finschhafen remains at
Manila No. 2, favoring their placement above ground. Colonel
Evans agreed that the idea of a mausoleum was sound and more
economical, but added that if reinterment hecame necessary, the
Finschhafen dead should be reburied in Manila No. 2.°

The conferees also observed that the rainy season at Finschhafen
would soon begin and thus coincide with the proposed concentra-
tion. It was pointed out, however, that the Finschhafen cemeteries
were all located in one area, were well sheltered, and possessed
good drainage. Maj. H. W. Beard, QMC, PHILRYCOM, stated
that “if we could get started within the next thirty days, we could
get a good deal of the work done before the heavy rains start, and
the nature of the remains that are there are such that the water will
not present a hardship in getting them out.”

Those attending the conference further determined to remove the
dead from Ie Shima and Zamami Shima to Okinawa. They also
considered related problems such as the availability of caskets, and
of transportation, labor, and mausoleum space in Manila. Ap-
proval for both the Finschhafen and Palau operations was received
on 3 March 1947 from General Headquarters, Far East Command,
and forwarded to OQMG for final action. A War Department ra-
dio message of 6 March gave clearance for the projects and was
redispatched to major Pacific commands on 11 March 1947.%

The conferees agreed that Tinian deceased should be moved to
Saipan as soon as possible. They also hoped to remove the Korean
dead to Yokohama by mid-September 1947, thus freeing AGRS
personnel in Korea for duties elsewhere. The presence of postwar
dead in the Korean cemetery prevented an immediate concentra-
tion to Yokohama.

 Conf, GR Repat Program for WW II Dead, 5 Feb 47, pp. 5-7; KCRC-AGRS-
FEC, 322 (Staff Conferences).

7 Rad, Mem Div, GHQ, FEC to PHILRYCOM, 25 Mar 47; KCRC-AGRS-FEC,
293.



CONCENTRATION OPERATIONS IN THE PACIFIC AND ASIA 413

Finschhafen Operation

All concentration operations planned at the Tokyo conference
were carried out more or less simultaneously. The largest single
concentration task in the Western Pacific involved the movement
of over 11,000 remains from the five Finschhafen cemeteries to
Manila.

The vast majority of deceased consisted of Americans who had
perished in New Guinea and on adjacent islands, particularly the
Admiralties. The first AGRS contingent arrived at Finschhafen
on 10 May 1947 aboard the LST 914. Unloading operations and
arrangements for living quarters consumed five days. Disinterment
activities started on the 15th, just as the rainy reason arrived in
New Guinea. During the operations, rainfall, amounting to 15
inches weekly, severely handicapped the workers. Thus, despite
the assurances advanced at the Graves Registration Conference at
Tokyo, the constant rains proved to be a real burden. Perhaps the
necessity of using the docks and highways in New Guinea while
they were still available justified this effort during the worst of the
monsoon season but there can be little doubt that the timing of the
operation was unfortunate from the viewpoint of the AGRS work-
ers. During disinterment activities, water tables in the cemeteries
rose to very high levels, water flowed into the graves, and drainage
work became necessary. Hospital tents, which were utilized during
the operation, proved inadequate to protect those working at the
graves. Often the workers encountered water and mud shoulder-
high and roads and bridges that had been washed out overnight by
torrential rains. Shipping and supply problems added to the
troubles of the workers. Four months were required to requisition
and receive needed items from Manila. Since Finschhafen was the
last port of call on the AGRS run to New Guinea, any shortages of
foodstuffs and other necessities were felt most acutely there.™®

During the operations, all remains were placed in a temporary
morgue while awaiting transportation to Manila. The original
morgue, situated near the cemeteries, proved inadequate and a new
one was built about 400 yards from the outloading dock and half a
mile from the cemeteries. Here a 24-hour guard maintained vigil
over the deceased. The first group of 105 remains departed from
Finschhafen on 21 May 1947. Seven other shipments followed be-
tween 2 July and 7 December. The latter date marked the last
departure of remains from Finschhafen. Thus, despite many
hardships, discomforts, and discouragements, the AGRS installation

** Hist, AGRS-FEZ, | Oct 47 to 31 Mar 48, Pr. 3, Incl. 21 A, 15 Apr 48, sub: Fin-
schhafen Concentration Activities.
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completed its formidable task. It was officially closed when all per-
sonnel left Finschhafen on 22 March 1948.%*

Palau Islands and the Philippines

The movement of the dead from the Palau Islands (Peleliu,
Angaur, Ngesebus, etc.) to Manila ended considerably before the
Finschhafen operation terminated. The disinterment of Palau
cemeteries began shortly after receipt of official approval of the plans
drawn up at the Tokyo Graves Registration conference. By the end
of June 1947, all those who died in the Palau Islands (approximately
1,667) rested in Manila Cemetery No. 2.

While concentration operations progressed at Finschhafen and in
the Palau Islands, similar activities were underway in the Philippine
Islands, where 441 remains in Batangas Cemetery were exhumed
during March and April 1947 and removed to Manila No. 2. An
adjustment of AGRS boundaries in May resulted in the transfer of
the two concentrated Australian cemeteries (Ipswich and Rook-
wood) to the control of the Pacific Zone (PAZ) and the simultaneous
transfer of the Palau Island Cemeteries, where the dead were then
being disinterred, to the jurisdiction of the Far East Zone (FEZ).
Consequently, by 30 June 1947, the remaining cemeteries under
PHILRYCOM control were located at Finschhafen in New Guinea;
on Luzon and Leyte in the Philippine Islands; and on Okinawa in
the Ryukyu Islands.*

In June, the AGRS Conference in Washington, D. C., following
the earlier proposals made at the Tokyo conference. decided to con-
centrate all remains in the Far East Zone into mausoleums for above-
ground storage before final repatriation or permanent overseas
burial.*!

Nichols Field, near Manila, where the hangars could be used for
above-ground storage of the dead, provided the most logical site for
a mausoleum in PHILRYCOM. During the summer of 1947, the
Air Force was in the process of releasing that field to PHILRYCOM,
and AGRS officials made arrangements for the transfer of space as
the large hangars were vacated. At the same time, negotiations
with the Philippine Government were underway to secure permis-
sion for above-ground storage of remains formerly interred in Finsch-
hafen and Palau cemeteries. This request was granted early in
September, and shortly thereafter the deceased from several PHIL-

 Jbid.

 Although Okinawa was an integral part of PHILRYCOM, the operations there
were the responsibility of the Commanding General, RYCOM.

** Hist, AGRS-PATA, p. 17.
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RYCOM cemeteries were concentrated in the new AGRS
Mausoleum.**

One such concentration to the Mausoleum took place from
Manila Cemetery No. 1. Located 2'2 miles north of Manila, this
cemetery was opened for burials soon after American liberation
forces entered the city in February 1945. The first interment
occurred on 8 February. A total of 1,481 Americans, 84 Filipinos,
2 British, and 68 Japanese deceased rested here. The transfer of
remains to the Manila Mausoleum began on 22 September 1947
and ended on 29 October 1947. Japanese dead were removed dur-
ing August to the Prisoner of War Cemetery Canlubang No. 1,
located 35 miles south of Manila. The whole area formerly occupied
by Manila Cemetery No. 1 was soon leveled off by a bulldozer from
the Ordnance Service Center."

The deceased in USAF Cemetery Santa Barbara No. 1 were ex-
humed and moved to the Mausoleum during the fall of 1947.
Santa Barbara No. 1, established in January 1945, had provided a
burial place for the dead in the northern portion of Luzon. It
served as a concentration cemetery for numerous small battlefield
burial grounds, including San Fabian, Binloc, Bayambang, Bin-
alonan, Binmaley, Rosales, and Lingayen, all in Pangasinan Pro-
vince, and Santiago, Bambam, and Tarlac, all in Tarlac Province.
From the date of establishment until final disinterment, this cem-
tery held a total of 5,196 Americans, 311 Allied, 43 civilian, and 531
Japanese dead. On 15 September, disinterment of Japanese re-
mains began. This operation ended on 18 October, and all enemy
deceased were sent to Manila and later reinterred at the POW
Cemetery Canlubang No. 1. Exhumations of remains for shipment
to the Manila Mausoleum commenced on 20 October. Local
labor performed the initial work, but later the arrival at Santa Bar-
bara No. 1 of a group of 84 employees from USAF Cemetery Manila
No. 2, accelerated the rate of progress. Typhoons and heavy
rains twice delayed disinterment operations, but work was finally
completed on 24 December. A bulldozer from Clark Field leveled
off the area on 15 January 1948, and it was released to the Corps of
Engineers on the same day."* Thus, all Luzon cemeteries were
now closed, with the exception of Manila No. 2 and the Bataan
Memorial Cemetery, which are treated separately at a later point
in this chapter.

On the island of Leyte, the scene of General MacArthur’s first
battle for reconquest of the Philippines, disinterment activities com-

* Ibid., Incl. 34.

** Hist, AGRS-FEZ, 1 Oct 47 10 31 Mar 48, Pt. 3, Incl. 18.
W Ihd., Incl. 19A.
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menced in Leyte Cemetery No. 1 during the autumn of 1947. The
persons engaged in this task at its inception included 62 civilians, 1
American embalmer, 1 officer, and 2 enlisted men. At the peak of
activities in November 1947, a total of 320 Filipinos, 4 American
embalmers, 2 officers and 6 enlisted men were employed.

During its existence, which covered the period from 15 March
1945 to the date of final disinterments, Leyte No. 1 received the de-
ceased from all Visayan Islands (Negros, Samar, Cebu, Panay,
Masbate, etc.) and from Mindanao. As a result of these oper-
ations, this cemetery contained 9,996 remains, including 8,569
Americans.

Unfortunately, final disinterment operations occurred during the
rainy season on Leyte, often forcing the men to work in water-
logged graves. Despite such obstacles, the first shipment of remains
departed for Manila on 15 November and the entire task was com-
pleted with a final shipment exactly two months later. The last
graves registration workers sailed from Leyte on 7 February 1948.*

Thus, early in 1948, all Philippine Island concentrations into the
Manila Mausoleum had been accomplished, with the exception of
Manila No. 2, where exhumations began late in 1947, only to be
halted by the receipt at Headquarters, PHILRYCOM, of a
CINCFE radio message dated 18 November, ordering the cessation,
at least temporarily, of these operations in order to reduce fire
hazards incident at that time to above-ground storage. Conse-
quently, exhumations were discontinued and beautification efforts
resumed. About 11,000 crosses were painted and open graves,
caused by the last disinterments, were filled in prior to the Christmas
season.'” The deceased in Manila No. 2 rested there until their
removal to the Mausoleum in the summer of 1948.

Bataan Memorial Cemetery

Before leaving the Philippine Islands, it would seem appropriate,
in recognition of the great sacrifices made by the Philippine Army
during World War 11, to relate the interesting story of the establish-
ment of Bataan Memorial Cemetery. All Americans buried in
Bataan were removed before the end of 1946. This operation in-
volved exhumations from 11 different burial plots or cemeteries and
the recovery and concentration of bodies from all discoverable scat-
tered burials. The 11 localities in which Filipino nationals still
rested after removal of all American dead presented an unsightly
appearance and lacked the dignified atmosphere which the American

1% Ibnd., Incl, 20.
* Hist, AGRS-FEZ, 1 Oct 47 to 31 Mar 48, pp. 39-40.
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and Philippine Governments both deemed proper for the burial
places of their war dead."

An inspection of the 11 sites revealed a shocking state of affairs.
Many individual grave markers were missing, knocked down, or dis-
arranged. Some of the burial places were so badly overgrown that
they were scarcely recognizable as cemeteries. In Cabcaben Ceme-
tery, largest in Bataan, not only was neglect plainly apparent, but
definite evidence of vandalism existed. About 30 graves had been
opened, probably by ghouls seeking valuables and gold teeth.
Obviously, prompt action was necessary to concentrate all these
burials at a single place where they would be properly reinterred
and safeguarded.*®

Maj. Gen. George F. Moore, Commanding General, PHILRY-
COM, initiated action by sending a letter on 19 March 1947 to the
Chief of Staff, Philippine Army. Following a series of conferences
between AGRS and Philippine Army representatives, recommenda-
tions were made to the Philippine Secretary of National Defense for
a new burial site in the municipality of Pilar, Bataan Province, about
4 miles southwest of Balanga, the provincial capital. Because of its
accessibility and its location on the last line defended on Bataan
before the surrender in 1942, the site seemed particularly appropriate
for a memorial cemetery. Acceptance of this proposal was com-
municated on 14 April to the Commanding General, PHILRYCOM.

On the same day, Philippine Army troops for the project were
chosen and given instructions. Preparation of the site proceeded
with vigor, and the cemetery was laid out according to standard
procedures of the American War Department. The workers graded,
landscaped, and surrounded the site with a 3-foot picket fence.
They seeded the area with native grasses, beautified it with native
shrubs, and erected a suitable flagpole.

When these preparations had progressed sufficiently, actual con-
centration of the dead began. All remains were processed and placed
in caskets prior to reinterment. according to AGRS standards.
Every effort was made to identify those previously buried as un-
knowns. All graves received standard crosses and metal plate grave
markers, and a complete record of all burials was kept and delivered
to the Philippine Army."* The project ended early in July 1947,
with the reinterment of 2,013 deceased. At a formal ceremony held
on the 15th, the Bataan Memorial Cemetery was transferred to the

*" Lir, Hg AGRS-FEZ 10 TQMG, Washington, D. C., 2 Sep 47, sub: Termination
of AGRS Bataan Activities with Completion of Bataan Memorial Cemetery; KCRC-
AGRS-PHILCOM, 293.

** Ibid.

 Ibid.
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custody of the Philippine Commonwealth. High military officials
of both governments participated in the final tribute to the departed
Filipino comrades-in-arms.

Ryukyu Islands Operations

It will be recalled that the Graves Registration Conference at
Tokyo in February 1947 also made plans for concentrations in the
Ryukyu Islands. Shortly after the Commanding General, PHIL-
RYCOM, approved these plans. the removal of the dead from le
Shima and Zamami Shima cemeteries into Okinawa was ordered.
Work would begin on 21 April 1947 with a tentative completion
date of 1 August. Disinterment activities on Ie Shima actually
started on 19 June, with Lt. Edward G. Hines, 10 enlisted men and
2 Filipinos performing the necessary duties. When the project was
completed on 7 July, a total of 402 remains had been moved to the
USAF Island Cemetery on Okinawa, where they were reinterred in
Plot 1. On 5 August, the same team proceeded to Zamami Shima,
where it disinterred 813 bodies and sent them to Okinawa for burial
in Plots 1 and 6. The task on Zamami Shima ended on 7 October.™

The body of the famous war correspondent, “Ernie™ Pyle, was
among those transferred from Ie Shima to Okinawa. Mr. Walker
Stone, of the Scripps-Howard newspapers. which Pyle had repre-
sented, expressed displeasure over this move. The Commanding
General at Okinawa explained that the transfer was not an isolated
case but only a part of the entire program in the Pacific. Never-
theless, certain publishers steadfastly maintained that such activities
were not in harmony with the wishes or intention of the American
people nor of Congress. They asserted that Mrs. Pyle opposed the
removal of her famous husband from le Shima. Despite this ad-
verse criticism, the Far East Command believed that the entire con-
centration of the dead to Okinawa fully conformed with War
Department plans and directives.”'

By the end of March 1948, concentration operations in the wide-
spread PHILRYCOM Sector had been about 64 percent com-
pleted. The remaining 36 percent of remains not vet consolidated
rested on Okinawa and in Manila Cemetery No. 2. Elsewhere in
the southwest Pacific, concentration activities had virtually ended.

MARBO Operations

It will be remembered that the Mariana and Bonin Islands orig-
inally were assigned to the old MIDPAC Sector of AGRS-PATA,

“ Hist, AGRS-PATA, Incl. 12, sub: Historical Narrative Rpt, AGRS Activities,
Ryukyus Command.
“ Rad, CG, PHILRYCOM to WD (Attn QM), 31 Jul 47: KCRC-AGRS-FEC, 293.
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IGURE 16.  Wreath placed at grave of “Ernie’” Pyle at Ie Shima, Ryukyu
Isiands, prior to removal of remains to the ““Punchbowl.”

and that preliminary concentration accomplishments in this region
included the removal of the Ulithi deceased to Saipan in August
and early September 1946. At the beginning of 1947, the
Mariana-Bonin Islands (MARBO) were separated from MIDPAC
and placed under the newly created Far East Command. It will
also be recalled that officials at the Tokyo Conference decided to
remove the dead [rom both the Iwo Jima and the Tinian cemeteries
to Saipan as quickly as possible. Capt. Robert J. McBroom,
Executive Officer, AGRS-MARBO, had attended the conference
and upon his return to Guam, prepared immediate plans for such
an operation.™

The MARBO Sector faced an enormous Graves Registration
task. A total of over 12,000 deceased lay in the ten cemeteries

Hist, AGRS-MARBO Sector, FEZ, 1947-48, pp. 17-18.
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under its control. AGRS officials estimated that of these remains,
about 80 percent would be repatriated. The following table illus-
trates the manner in which the bodies were distributed:**

TABLE 13- Dustribution of Remains in MARBO

Island Name of cemetery Identified | Unknowns Total

1. Guam -|ANM Cemetery #1, Asan 597 35 632
2. Guam ANM Cemetery #2, Agat. 1.585 92 1.677
3. Guam .- |ANM Cemetery #3, Agana 546 21 567
4. Saipan. . |2d Marine Division. . . . 1.379 47 1.426
5. Saipan. . . .. | 4th Marine Division . . . . ‘ 1.094 42 1.136
6. Saipan 27th Division Cemetery 1,395 35 1.430
7. Iwo Jima - |3d Marine Division. . . . 937 12 949
8. Iwo Jima. . 4th Marine Division 2,148 67 2,215
9. Iwo Jima. ... . |5th Marine Division. . . . 2,196 34 2.230
10. Tinian.........|American Cemetery #1.... 617 10 627
12,494 395 12.889

On 6 March 1947, General Headquarters, Far East Command,
recommended to The Quartermaster General that the first repatri-
ation from the Far East Command should be made from Saipan,
including the dead from Iwo Jima and Tinian. GHQ further pro-
posed that after this initial shipment, the next movement should
start from Guam. Repatriation in the MARBO Sector would thus
be completed before similar activities were begun in PHILRYCOM.
This plan had the further advantage of releasing MARBO Graves
Registration forces for concentration duties in the larger PHIL-
RYCOM Sector.”* But actually, nearly a year elapsed before the
initial shipment departed from Saipan. The fulfillment of the
plans was thereby delayed far beyond original expectations.

Meanwhile, in April 1947, target dates were established for the
movement of the Iwo Jima and Tinian cemeteries to Saipan. The
Iwo Jima operation was scheduled to begin on 15 May and end by
30 October 1947. The Tinian concentration would start on 10
November and end by 1 January 1948.%

On Saipan during April, AGRS officials acquired a mausoleum
site preparatory to receipt of remains from Iwo Jima and Tinian.
By June, the mausoleum, consisting of three Ordnance warehouses,
neared completion, and responsibility for its establishment, care and

* Lir, Hg MARBO Cmd, OQM 10 CG, MARBO Cmd, 24 Jan 47, 687.

** 1st Ind to Basic Ltr, 27 Nov 46, GHQ, FEC to TQMG, 6 Mar 47, KCRC-AGRS-
FEC, 293.

* Rad, CG, MARBO to CG, PHILRYCOM, 18 Apr 47, 293.
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FiGUre 17. Flag flies peacefully over Marines who died in battle for Iwo Jima.

supervision, was delegated to the Commanding Officer, Army Gar-
rison Force, Saipan.**

lwo Jima, Tintan and Guam Exhumations

Iwo Jima provided a logical starting point for AGRS activities,
since the Army Garrison Forces there were being inactivated. Fur-
thermore, AGRS possessed no shipping facilities—a fact which
necessitated the utilization of regularly scheduled shipping runs
from Guam to Saipan to Iwo Jima and return. Supplies for the
operation on Iwo Jima came from Guam by LST, since landing
craft constituted the only means of shipping supplies without ferry-
ing them from ship to shore.”

The 8036th Field Operating Section (FOS) undertook the task of
concentrating the Iwo Jima dead to Saipan. Embarkation from
Guam took place on 18 May 1947. The three officers attached to
the unit bore responsibility for orienting the men and for drawing
necessary supplies, which came from different depots and which
were sent directly for loading aboard LST 803. Because of inex-

% Memo, Hq AGRS-MARBO, to CO, Army Garrison Force, APO 244, 31 May 47,
sub: Establishment of Army Mausoleum; KCRC-AGRS-MARBO, 632.
57 Hist, AGRS-MARBO Sector, FEZ, 194748, p. 38.
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perience and shortness of time, the officers were not sure, even by
sailing time, whether or not the 8036th FOS possessed all necessary
supplies and equipment. Later experience demonstrated that cer-
tain unnecessary goods were carried, such as 500 pounds of cotton,
while needed items were totally missing or carried in too small
quantities. The supply of rubber gloves, for example, fell short of
requirements and infections resulted from lack of protection.”

The 8036th FOS reached Iwo Jima on 22 May. Since it had
not been expected to arrive so soon, changes and adjustments of
original plans occurred, but within a period of three weeks, the 108
men in the unit were operating a mess hall, a motor pool, a head-
quarters, and working in the cemeteries. Exhumations took place
in the following sequence: the 5th Marine Division Cemetery, the
3d Marine Division Cemetery, and the 4th Marine Division
Cemetery.”

The Iwo Jima project constituted a rugged introduction to the
MARBO concentration program. The workers were generally un-
trained for their task, and recent typhoons had shifted the terrain
of the cemeteries. Disinterment of the 5th Marine Cemetery
started early in June. This cemetery was composed of volcanic
ash, and the first graves opened had sunk to a depth of from 8 to
10 feet. The ash proved exceedingly unstable, and graves often
caved in after being excavated to a depth of about 3 feet. In such
cases the men were forced to start their task again from the begin-
ning. Often when the workers had dug down 6 feet or more, they
became afraid that the walls would collapse. For protective pur-
poses, a rope was suspended in the grave so that the workers could
extricate themselves should a cave-in occur. After the collapse of
a grave which buried a Filipino laborer to his shoulders, it was de-
cided that the use of a bulldozer provided the best means of con-
tinuing the exhumations without endangering life. The bulldozer
cleared the ground to about 2 feet above the deceased, and the last
2 feet were then dug by hand in order not to disturb the remains.™

During the Iwo Jima operation, morale suffered as a result of ex-
cessive heat, muddy drinking water, scarcity of entertainment,
restriction of beverages to soft drinks, and generally unpleasant
working conditions. Despite such handicaps, operations continued
at a rapid rate; and by early August the first shipment of 892 re-
mains had arrived at Saipan. The project terminated by mid-
September, with over 5,000 bodies removed from Iwo Jima, and an
advance party departed for Tinian. As a climax to the difficulties,

“ Ihd., p. 39.
" Ibid., pp. 39-40.
% Ibid., pp. 41-43.
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no ship arrived to remove the weary unit for nearly three weeks after
the end of AGRS activities.”

In sharp contrast to the experiences on Iwo Jima, the Tinian ex-
humations proceeded without great obstacles. Disinterment of the
627 dead required only five days. Morale during the Tinian oper-
ation reached a high level since the men had plenty of clean water,
more recreational facilities, and more comfortable working condi-
tions. In addition, the Commanding Officer of Tinian provided
movies, ice cream, a special AGRS beer garden, and boat transpor-
tation to nearby Saipan.”™

When AGRS operations ended on Iwo Jima and Tinian, plans
and suggestions for additional cemeterial consolidations in MARBO,
although rather well advanced, apparently conflicted. Some offi-
cials favored moving the Okinawa dead to Manila, while others
preferred an Okinawa-to-Saipan concentration. Col. James Mur-
phey, Commanding Officer, Hqg AGRS-FEZ, favored Saipan as
the concentration point for the Okinawa deceased. He advanced
three reasons for this point of view. In the first place, he believed
that a considerable saving in personnel could be made by eliminat-
ing another repatriation point. Secondly, facilities on Saipan were
adequate to handle this operation. Lastly, he asserted that facilities
on Okinawa for above-ground storage or the establishment of a
mausoleum were most inadequate.”

Before final settlement of this issue, the Commanding General,
MARBO, requested the War Department to approve the transfer
of the dead from the three Guam cemeteries to Saipan. One justi-
fication for such action arose from a total lack of warehouse space
on Guam for possible use in above-ground storage of deceased. In
fact, AGRS Headquarters, MARBO, had already moved to Saipan
in July 1947 in order to obtain more adequate housing, more stor-
age space, and improved harbor facilities."’

After receipt of War Department approval for the transfer,”
the 8264th FOS (which had been activated on 11 July 1947 under
operational control of the Graves Registration Officer, Headquar-

“Ulbid., pp. 43-H.

= lind., p. 44.

“* Ltr, Hg AGRS-FEZ, to Col L. R. Talbot, QMC, Mem Div, OQMG, 30 Sep 47;
KCRC-AGRS-FEZ, 687.

“ Rad, CG, MARBO to CG, PHILRYCOM. 10 Oct 47: KCRC-AGRS-MARBO,
687.

% The Guam to Saipan concentration took place despite the fact that at that time,
Guam was under serious consideration as a passible site for a permanent overseas cem-
etery. These exhumations on Guam thus became necessary in any case. since the pro-
posed permanent cemetery must later conform in design and lavout to plans of the
American Battle Monuments Commission, which eventually would assume custody of
such a cemetery. —Interview with Carl Allbee, Mem Div, OQMG, 14 Feb 55.
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ters, MARBO, at the same time that the 8036th FOS was discon-
tinued) departed from Saipan, on LST 246, reaching Guam with
its three cemeteries, on 28 October 1947. Exhumations commenced
six days later at Agana Cemetery. Test pits indicated that this oper-
ation would be a short one since the terrain consisted of fine coral
sand. The workers encountered no particular difficulties and fin-
ished their task within three days. Exhumations at Asan Cemetery
began on 10 November. Heavy rains and sticky soil slowed pro-
gress and the workers were constantly obliged to scrape thick lumps
of mud from their shovels. Before the Asan project terminated,
test pits were dug at the third cemetery—Agat—revealing a high
water table in the lower corner of the cemetery and fairly dry con-
ditions in the upper portions. Disinterment activities at Agat
started on 21 November. Continuing heavy rainfall hampered the
work considerably, but other problems arose. In several cases, the
dog tags on the deceased did not coincide with the grave markers
or the alphabetical rosters. Another difficulty arose from the burial
of remains in several plots at a depth of 6 to 10 feet, forcing the
workers, equipped with cleats, to be lowered on tent poles, while
they hunted for remains. Operations continued until late Decem-
ber, and on the 30th of that month, final shipment of the Guam
dead to Saipan took place.”

Okinawa—Saipan Concentration

The question of shifting the Okinawa dead to Manila or Saipan
was finally resolved in favor of Saipan late in 1947."  The pro-
posed plan of operation for this concentration called for the use of
the 9105th Technical Service Unit, QMG, for the “exhumation,
shipment, identification, processing, final-type casketing, and repa-
triation” of Okinawa dead.” This unit comprised five complete
Field Operating Sections and one incomplete Section. Gen. A. D.
Hopping, Quartermaster, Far East Command, suggested that three
full Sections and part of the incomplete one be sent to Okinawa and
that the other two units and the remainder of the incomplete Sec-
tion stay on Saipan for casketing there.*”

In February 1948, General Hopping approved the removal of
some 10,000 remains in the six USAF cemeteries on Okinawa to the
Saipan Mausoleum, which was then ready for use. He also deter-
mined that PHILRYCOM would bear full responsibility for open-

% Hist, AGRS-MARBO Sector, FEZ, 1947-48, pp. 64-67.

“ Lir, QM, FEC, to CO, AGRS-FEZ, 22 Dec 47, sub: Repatriation of Okinawa
World War II Dead, 293.

55 Ihid.

“ fhid.
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ing and closing the Okinawa cemeteries and for final restoration
operations there, while MARBO would assume the custody of the
remains when they reached Saipan. It was expected that this plan
would minimize any conflicts of authority and responsibility during
this joint PHILRYCOM-MARBO project.™

One of the features of the operation involved the use of the old
Naha Quartermaster area on Okinawa as a temporary mausoleum
and processing laboratory.  AGRS took immediate steps to put this
area in readiness by sending trained personnel and needed supplies.
The 9105th Technical Service Unit began exhumations on 10
March in the 7th Division Cemetery. The total number of re-
mains in the six Okinawa cemeteries included the following:

(1) Island Command Cemetery
(Included remains from Ie Shima

and Zamami Shima cemeteries)_______________ 3,969

(2) 77th Division Cemetery .- ____________________ 770
(3) 6th Marine Division Cemetery_ .. _____________ 1,698
(£) 96th Ihvision Gemetery. - o oo ooeca oo 875
(5) 7th Division Cemeterv__.__ . _____________ 1,453
(6) 1st Marine Division Cemeterv___ _______________ 1,478
Total __ _ . 10,243

The terrain of Okinawa consisted mostly of a combination of
heavy clay and coral rock, which rain hardened into a stiff sub-
stance almost as solid as qranile Consequently, the work pro-
gressed slowlv in wet weather since the coral adhered to the clay
and had to be picked out by hand before the men could probe
deeper. Another AGRS problem involved transportation of labor-
ers from a work camp, 12 miles distant. Moving remains from the
outlying cemeteries to the processing laboratory likewise entailed
many miles of travel. Because of a shortage of spare parts, motor
maintenance provided an ever-present worry.’

No particular difficulties arose during the exhumation of the 7th
Division Cemetery and the work was terminated by mid-April.
Operations at the Ist Marine Cemetery, which began on 16 April
and ended on 3 May, proved surprisingly simple, for the graves
were well placed and in close alignment with the crosses. By con-
trast, during operations in the 6th Marine Division Cemetery
between 5 May and 23 Julv, AGRS workers in some cases excavated
to a depth of more than 12 feet through coral rocks before they lo-
cated the remains. While looking for unknowns, the men some-

"' Rad, CINCFE 10 CG. PHILRYCOM and CG. MARBO. 17 Feb 48; KCRC-
AGRS-MARBO, 687.

" Okinawa Opn, Hist. AGRS-MARBO Zone. Mar 48-Feb 49, pp. 12-13; KCRC-
AGRS-MARBO, 314.7,

437227 O=58—29
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times had to open as many as four graves before finding the remains
sought. In one case, 84 graves were opened in order to locate an
unknown. Water and mud in the 96th Division Cemetery
hampered disinterment attempts there.”™

The LST 916 transported the dead from Okinawa to Saipan.
Four trips were made, the first one in May and the last on 17
August 1948. This final shipment arrived at Tanapag Harbor,
Saipan, on the morning of 23 August. Unloading of the remains
ended on the following day. The dead were moved by convoy to
the mausoleum storage points for final type processing. Of the
more than 10,000 remains transferred, 9,888 were identified and
342 were unknowns.™

Abandonment of Guam as Cemetery Site

Because of adverse action by Congress, meanwhile, the original
plan to establish a national cemetery on Guam was abandoned.™
MARBO dead, whose next of kin indicated preference for overseas
burial, were henceforth kept at the Saipan Mausoleum until a
national cemetery site finally was chosen. The 27th Division, 2d
Marine, and 4th Marine Cemeteries on Saipan, however, were
undisturbed until actual repatriation drew near.

JAP-KOR Operations

This Sector included Japan and Korea and represented the heart
of the enemy empire, whose final defeat had cost so many American
lives. Since no ground combat occurred here, American deaths
resulted from plane crashes over Japan and Korea or in adjoining
waters, or else occurred in prison camps. Burials were on a com-
paratively small scale. Although some favorable consideration had
been given in 1946 to suggestions looking to removal of the 156 re-
mains in Seoul Cemetery, Korea, to Saipan or Okinawa, no final
decision on the matter was reached until February 1947, when
officials at the Tokyo Graves Registration conference agreed to
transfer the deceased during the coming summer from Korea to
Yokohama, a concentration point for the dead in Japan.”™ By the
close of June, the task had been concluded with all remains from
Korea exhumed and reburied in USAF Cemetery, Yokohama.™

P lbd., pp. 11-12,

™ Final Hist Rpt of Tempo USAF Cems, Ryukyu Islands, 23 Sep 48, AGRS-
PHILCOM Zone, pp. 5-9: KCRC-AGRS-PZ,

** The House Appropriations Committee in Report 1420 approved all amounts re-
quested by OQMG except for the establishment of a National Cemetery at Guam.
See AGRS Newsletter, March 1948, p. 4.

™ Ist Ind, GHQ, FEC to TQMG, Wash, D. C., 6 Mar 47;: KCRC-AGRS-FEC, 293.

% Rpt, GR & Repat Opns, AGRS-FEZ, 30 Jun 47, 319.1.



CONCENTRATION OPERATIONS IN THE PACIFIC AND ASIA 427

In the autumn of 1947, General Hopping recommended the con-
centration of the deceased from both the Yokohama and the
Okinawa cemeteries, with approximately 2,027 and 10,243 remains
respectively, at Manila by January 1948."" He believed that such
an operation would accelerate the entire program in the Far East
Zone and facilitate the early release of civilian and military per-
sonnel for other duties in search and recovery and identification ac-
tivities. Yokohama and Okinawa would be eliminated as repatria-
tion points, thereby simplifying supervision of zonal activities. In
addition, the five widely separated ports of call in the Western
Pacific would be reduced to three—Manila, Saipan, and Guam.™

Because of these recommendations, Headquarters, Eighth Army,
ordered the disinterment, preparation, storage, and shipment of all
remains in the Yokohama Cemetery to the Manila Mausoleum.™
Those scheduled for removal to Manila included about 1,140
knowns, 610 unknowns, and 366 who had been cremated. The
operations would begin about 10 November and end before 15
December 1947. After disinterment, the remains were destined for
above-ground storage until the entire plan had been approved by
OOQMG.*

Other features of the plan for disinterment and concentration of
remains to the Mausoleum at Manila included the preparation of
disinterment reports at the Memorial Division, Office of the Quar-
termaster, Headquarters, Eighth Army, and the completion of such
reports at the grave site: placement of an emergency medical tag on
each casket or bundle of remains at the grave site, including name
and serial number on tags of known deceased and numbers on tags
of unknowns; placement of new identification tags or embossed
plates on the outside at the foot of each casket and the attachment
of a duplicate tag to the outside wrapping at the head of the
remains after processing for identification, together with all old
tags."'

On 10 November 1947, the Mobile Identification Team from
Headquarters, AGRS-FEZ, Manila, began exhumations in the
USAF Cemetery at Yokohama. One hundred Japanese laborers
were used in the work. Four enlisted men from the 108th QM

" In the case o7 Okinawa, it has already been seen that this proposal failed, since
the Okinawa deac went to the Saipan Mausoleum to await final repatriation or over-
seas burial.

™ Rad, CINCFE to Dept of Army (Mem Div), 23 Oct 47, sub: Cemetery Consolida-
tions, Okinawa and Yokohama; KCRC-AGRS-Far East, 687.

™ Opns Dir No. 1, Hqg Eighth Army, 6 Nov 47, sub: Disinterment and Concen-
tration of Remains, no file No.

50 Ihid.

*t Ibid.
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Graves Registration Company acted as labor supervisors and
marked all individual remains before their removal from the grave
site.™  OQMG disapproval of the plan for concentration of these
remains in Manila meant that they would be sent either to Saipan
or to the United States in January 1949.*" In the meantime, the
deceased would remain above ground in a temporary mausoleum
at the USAF Cemetery at Yokohama.®' As matters actually de-
veloped, after each remains was processed by the temporary Identi-
fication Laboratory at Yokohama Cemetery, graves registration
workers wrapped it individually in craftex paper, then labeled,
tagged, and laid it in a numerically designated casket for proper
placement in the mausoleum. Each casket had an embossed tag
attached at the head containing thereon the name of the deceased.
After re ceipt of official approval of above-ground storage was re-
ceived from the CINCFE, all remains already so stored were
wrapped with a shelter half in addition to the craftex paper. The
last remains processed by the Identification Laboratory was stored
on 8 January, just ten days before the disinterment team left Yoko-
hama. By that time, the processed casketed remains were stored
on racks in the fireproof building formerly used as the identification
laboratory.*

Concentration Activities on the Asiatic Mainland

The China and India-Burma Theaters comprised the two great
mainland areas of Asia where significant AGRS activities took place
during and after World War II.  Although fatalities in these vast
regions were far fewer than in the Pacific, AGRS faced many
problems peculiar to large land areas where the dead were widely
scattered.

China Theater and Jone Operations

In China, the United States forces during World War II con-
sisted mostly of technical missions, combat liaison teams, and widely
dispersed Air Force units which operated in an area over half the
size of the United States. Before the American Graves Registra-
tion Service, China Zone (AGRS-CZ), was activated at the end of
1945, the double task of searching for and concentrating American
war dead in centralized cemeteries had already begun. During
combat operations, the Air Ground Aid Section of the China Theater

%2 (1) Hist, AGRS-FEZ. | Oct 47 to 31 Mar 48, Pr. I, p. 85. (2) Ibid., Pr. 111, Incl.
3, sub: Final Rpt on Yokohama Operation.

*2 The reason for this change of plans is obscure, but it is likely that the abandon-
ment of Guam as a possible national cemetery may have been related to this action.

*4 (1) Hist, AGRS-FEZ, | Oct 47 to 31 Mar 48, I. pp. 85-86. (2) Ibid.. Incl. 2B.

*s Ibid., 111, Incl. 3. pp. 3-4.
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returned survivors of air crashes to their home bases. The 106th
OM Graves Registration Platoon worked with this Section, locating
and registering remains and graves of scattered American dead and
in many cases centralizing bodies into more convenient spots.*”

Concentration activities during and after the war were fraught
with countless difficulties. Often, centralization of isolated burials
proceeded slowly because AGRS technicians were lacking and lo-
cations of fatal airplane crashes were inaccessible. In some cases,
six weeks were required for AGRS units to travel to an isolated burial
place, disinter the remains, and transport them to a spot from which
they could be moved by air or truck to a military cemetery.*

Just before V-] Day, on 11 August 1945, Hq, Services of Supply,
USF, China Theater, issued Memorandum 38, which served as a
basis for future AGRS operations. It stressed the point that all
burials would be made with a full realization of their temporary
nature and based upon the assumption that all bodies would be re-
turned eventually to the next of kin in the United States or moved
to permanent military cemeteries overseas. The memorandum also
included instructions for transporting the dead to the most accessi-
ble temporary burial grounds. It listed the following temporary
American Military Cemeteries in China:

City or Village Province
Kunming 2t s £ : . Yunnan
Paoshan \ - W T . Yunnan
Mopanshan thcnq’tuv £ o e - Szechwan
Kweivang - Kweichow
Yang Tong (l\umim) ,,,,, 2 e Kwangsi

Responsibility for the operation of these cemeteries rcstcd upon the
Base Section Commander within whose area they were located.
A few days later, on 20 August, Hg, SOS, recommended to the
Army Chief of Staff the activation of three additional graves regis-
tration detachments to recover solitary burials and centralize all
remains in China either at Kunming or Chengtu. These two loca-
tions were chosen as major concentration points because they
already contained by far the largest number of graves in the China
Theater. Kunming had served during the war as a hub of Ameri-
can military activities and as a base for General Chennault’s air
operations. Chengtu marked the site of staging fields for B-29
bombers and the cemetery there received many of the fatalities in-
curred on B-29 bombing missions. The centralization of all located

% Hist, AGRS-CZ, Ch. I, pp. 2-4.

** Ist Ind. Hq, SOS, USF in CT to CG, Rear Echelon, USF in CT, 7 May 45, to
Basic Lir, 20 Mar 45, sub: Disinterment and Reinterment of Bodies Outside the Con-
tinental Limirs of the U. S.. 687.
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remains in Kunming or Chengtu had the additional advantage of
simplifying future concentration at Shanghai, preparatory to
repatriation or permanent overseas burial.*®

In addition to the military cemeteries in China, there were also
the Prisoner of War Cemetery at Mukden, the Hungjao Road
Cemetery located in Shanghai, and the Marine Corps Cemeteries at
Tientsin and Tsingtao. AGRS officials generally felt that Shanghai
provided the logical place for a national cemetery since it was cer-
tain to become the headquarters for future AGRS operations and
since it met the general requirements governing the selection of
collection points outlined in the directive of 19 February 1945.*
The burial of all current death remains at Shanghai after 1 October
1945 constituted a step in anticipation of that city’s future role in
graves registration matters.

The major problems confronting AGRS-CZ when it was activated
on 31 December 1945 embraced the recovery, reinterment, and con-
centration of isolated burials and the recovery and interment of cur-
rent death remains. In addition, AGRS-CZ assumed responsibility
for the establishment and care of American cemeteries in China.”
The new agency operated under the direct supervision of the Theater
Quartermaster.

The Cemeterial Division formed the nucleus of AGRS-CZ.
Throughout 1946 and early 1947, it engaged primarily in mainte-
nance of temporary cemeteries and in consolidating, processing, and
identifying the dead found by search and recovery teams.” In the
spring of 1946, Col. M. V. Turner of the OQMG, and Maj. R. S.
Wirtz of AGRS-CZ, conducted inspections at Chengtu and
Kunming, verified the plot sheets for these two cemeteries, and
corrected discrepancies.”

In August 1946, officials attending a conference held at the Office
of the Chief of the Transportation Division, AAF, in Washington,
decided that the Air Transport Command (ATC) would carry
necessary graves registration technicians from Shanghai to both
Kunming and Chengtu, to prepare the dead at these two points for
air shipment to Shanghai. When the deceased were ready for
movement, ATC would furnish sufficient aircraft to complete the
mission. AGRS representatives at the conference thought that ap-
proximately six C-54 trips would suffice for the transportation of all

** Memo, Hq SOS, USF, CT for CofS, 8 Oct 45; KCRC-AGRC-China, 322.
= Ibid., p. 2.

“ GR Policies: KCRC-AGRS-CZ, 322

#* Hist, AGRS-CZ, Ch. I1, p. 7.

“ Rpt, GR and Repat Opns, CZ, 31 May 46, 319.1
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Chengtu and Kunming dead to Shanghai. The total number of
remains included 847 at Kunming and 294 at Chengtu.”

In the meantime, AGRS established a temporary mausoleum in
Shanghai to store the deceased. On 12 September, 435 containers
with remains and ashes, located by search and recovery teams in
Formosa and South China, reached Shanghai. By the close of that
month, AGRS workers had disinterred a total of 180 remains at
Mukden. These were all sent to Shanghai by air transport during
October.”

After completing the Mukden project, the AGRS Cemetery
Maintenance Team moved on to Tientsin and started exhumation
activities at the Marine Corps Cemetery in accordance with an
agreement with the Navy. When the Tientsin exhumations ended,
the 43 remains were transported to Tsingtao aboard a Naval LSM
and stored in a naval building under a Marine Corps guard.”” The
Cemetery Maintenance Team arrived in Tsingtao on 18 December
1946 to exhume 37 remains, but frozen ground, Christmas, and a
5-day holiday observed in January during the Chinese New Year
combined to delay the start of exhumation operations. By early
February, however, the task had been completed, and on 3 March,
a Navy tanker bearing the bodies from Tientsin and Tsingtao
arrived in Shanghai, where they were placed in the Remains Depot.”

By late 1946, AGRS had formulated definite plans for evacuation
of the Kunming and Chengtu cemeteries. A Field Operating Sec-
tion was organized and trained for this important task. Officials
anticipated that the unit would proceed to Kunming early in Janu-
ary 1947 or whenever sufficient advance supplies arrived in that city.
Bad weather had already delayed the shipment of needed items to
both Kunming and Chengtu, but despite this handicap and other
obstacles, the unit was able, thanks to air-lifted supplies, to begin
exhumations at Kunming late in February. On 6 March, the first
load of remains moved by air to Shanghai.”® On 19 March, the
FOS finished its exhumation task and moved on to Chengtu, where
bad weather and wet ground so slowed the work that 11 days were
required to exhume 287 graves. At Kunming, the same group of
workers had exhumed nearly four times that number in only 18
days.

" Lir, Hq AAF, Washington, D. C., ta CG, ATC, Wash, D. C,, 28 Aug 46, sub:
Air Transportation for AGRS Movement of Remains of American Pers. in China; no
file No.

“ (1) Rpt, GR and Repat Opns, CZ, 30 Sep 46, 319.1. (2) Lir, AGRS-CZ 10
OQMG, Washington, D. C., 17 Jun 47, 323.3.

** Hist, AGRS-CZ, Ch. V, p. 21.

"* Rpt, GR and Repat Opns, CZ, 28 Feb 47, 319.1.
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The entire operation and future of AGRS-CZ changed abruptly
on 12 March 1947, when Col. Charles F. Kearney, Chief of the or-
ganization, summoned his staff to the conference room at Head-
quarters and threw a bombshell into the group by reading a War
Department directive inspired by the increasingly unstable political
situation in China. The salient points of this message were: the
evacuation to Hawaii of all deceased personnel in the China Zone;
evacuation of half the officer, enlisted, and United States civilian
personnel to Hawaii; cancellation of plans for establishment of a
Central Identification Unit; the evacuation of all remains to Hawaii
on the troop ships General Weigle and Admiral Benson, scheduled to
arrive in Shanghai on 13 and 16 April; the immediate concentra-
tion of all remains at Shanghai, above ground; personnel and re-
mains, including those at Kunming and Chengtu, to be ready for
shipment by 13 April 1947; all burials in Shanghai Cemetery to be
exhumed and boxed immediately; records of all remains to accom-
pany the last shipment to Hawaii and records cross-indexed to show
storage space location with the former burial location.™

Colonel Kearney at once issued instructions to insure compliance
with this sweeping directive. His orders provided for temporary
curtailment of search and recovery activities and the shifting of all
available employees to the Cemeterial Division to help carry out the
huge but short-term task of evacuation. Search and recovery
workers arriving in Shanghai from the field in consequence were
immediately assigned to the Cemeterial Division. Graves Registra-
tion officers and men throughout the entire Zone were required to
toil the long hours necessary to accomplish the mission within the
allotted time.

In order to carry out the assignment efficiently, the Cemeterial
Division was reorganized into four major sections: Maintenance,
Repatriation, Records, and Control. The Maintenance Section
had direct control of all cemeteries in China and accomplished ex-
humations through Field Operating Sections for identification pur-
poses and for shipment to Shanghai. The Repatriation Branch
prepared the bodies for shipment and took charge of all current
deaths in the Zone. The Records Section maintained a record of
all activities, including detailed information concerning each grave.
The Control Section co-ordinated the functions of the other three
and maintained diplomatic contacts in matters pertaining to the
disposition of the dead.'"

% (1) Hist, AGRS-CZ, Ch. VI, pp. 25-26. (2) Opns Rpt, AGRS-CZ, 21 May 47,
P. I1, pp. 8-9, 323.3.
100 Hist, AGRS-CZ, Ch. VI, pp. 28-29,
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Shortly after receipt of the evacuation directive, a new Field
Operating Section was established in Shanghai. During seven work-
ing days and nights, it disinterred remains in the Military Cemetery
at Shanghai and moved them to the Remains Depot, where they were
placed in a huge steel and concrete warehouse on the Hwangpoo
waterfront. Here they were processed, with AGRS workers toiling
on a round-the-clock schedule.'"

During the peak of operations, 17 officers and 48 enlisted men
worked with the Cemeterial Division. By 6 April, the processing
of the dead had ended, and the next day, preparation for loading
the vessels began.  All shipping cases were rechecked to minimize
the possibility of error. By 9 April, loading preparations were
finished.

The USAT General Weigle arrived in Shanghai on the following
day and the task of placing the remains aboard was completed three
days later. On 18 April, military and civilian personnel scheduled
for evacuation to Hawaii went aboard the USAT Admiral Benson.
The intent of the directive of 12 March had now been accomplished;
only search and recovery units stayed in the China Zone to carry
on AGRS operations.'™

During the entire period of concentration activities in China,
AGRS teams exhumed and removed a total of 2,583 remains to
Shanghai for later repatriation. Seven deceased were not dis-
interred from the Hungjao Road Cemetery in Shanghai. Five of
this group did not come under provisions of Public Law 383. The
sixth body was to be shipped to Hawaii later, and the seventh was
that of a soldier whose family resided in Shanghai.'™

The following breakdown shows by cemeteries the number of
graves exhumed and remains removed: '"*

TABLE 14— Cemetertes in China Jone

U. S. Cemetery Graves Remains Removed

T e e AT A o 837 856
Chengtu. .. ...... T e ) ) Fpe 282 321
Mukden . - e P - . 252 261
Fiealein L s e : : 43 43
Tsingtao. . - ; S S 37 37
Shanghai......c..cco.eu. e e O 431 517
Remains Depot . . xR s e 548

Totals . . . . A s .| 1,882 2,583

" Ibid., pp. 29-30.

"2 Opns Rpt. AGRS-CZ, 21 May 47, Pt. I1, pp. 14-15, 323.3.
9 Ibid., p. 16.

' Rpt, GR and Repat Opns, CZ, 30 Apr 47, p. 1. 319.1.
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After the evacuation, search and recovery missions were again
emphasized. From time to time, until AGRS-CZ was deactivated
early in 1948, small numbers of dead arrived at Shanghai for stor-
age in the Remains Depot where they awaited shipment to Hawaii.
In June, for example, 15 deceased arrived from the field as a result
of search and recovery efforts. In September, only eight newly re-
covered remains reached Shanghai. As deactivation day ap-
proached, search and recovery activities rapidly waned, and only an
insignificant number of dead arrived. For all practical purposes,
the story of concentration operations in China had come to a close
with the sailing in April 1947 of the General Weigle and the Admiral
Benson.

India-Burma Operations

In this Theater, the deceased lay in remote, isolated graves or in
cemeteries which were too inaccessible for proper maintenance.
The chief job was to exhume the widely scattered remains and
transfer them to established burial places. After the fierce fighting
in the Burmese jungles and mountains, which finally ended with the
capture of Myitkyina by the famed “Merrill’s Marauders,” a de-
tachment of enlisted men from the graves registration platoon at
Ledo proceeded to this area and aided in the concentration of some
750 combat dead in a temporary military cemetery at Myitkyina.
Throughout Burma, about 95 percent of isolated combat burials
were recovered and assembled in temporary military burial grounds.

Shortly before V-] Day, Headquarters, United States Forces,
India-Burma Theater, (USF-IBT) assigned to the Commanding
General of each Advance, Intermediate, and Base Section the super-
vision and operation of the Graves Registration Service within his
command area, including proper interment of the dead, determina-
tion of identities, preparation of burial forms and records, and
maintenance of temporary cemeteries. In turn, each Commanding
General was instructed to appoint a graves registration officer who
would be directly responsible to him for all these activities. Four
concentration points for the theater dead had already been tenta-
tively selected. They were located at Karachi (New Malir) and at
Barrackpore and Kalaikunda in India (about 15 miles north and
80 miles west of Calcutta respectively), and at Myitkyina in
Burma.'”

Just after V-] Day, the War Department directed that, in antici-
pation of eventual repatriation, immediate action be taken toward

%5 Cir No. 71, Hq USF, IBT, 22 Jun 45; KCRC-AGRS-IBT, 293.
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concentrating all burials at points adjacent to transportation facili-
ties or ports. Col. E. J. McAllister, the Theater Quartermaster, ac-
cordingly made tentative plans for concentration of some 2,500
remains from about 40 different localities. He recommended that:

(a) American Military Cemeteries at New Malir, Kalaikunda,
Barrackpore, India; and Myitkyina, Burma, be designated
as concentration cemeteries,

(6) The 970th and 971st QM Supply Detachments (total 4
officers and 88 enlisted men) be available to the Graves
Registration Service to assist in the concentration.

(¢) India-China Detachment-Air Transport Command (ICD-
ATC) make available aircraft for transporting these re-
mains . . . Rail transportation requirements cannot be met
due to War Department policy that sealed caskets may not
be used in Overseas Theaters.'"®

On 17 October, Colonel McAllister estimated that completion of
the project would require from 60 to 90 days. On that same day,
the Commanding General, USF, IBT, directed the Commanding
General, India-China Division, Air Transport Command, (COM-
GENICDATC) to concentrate in Kalaikunda approximately 1,300
deceased, of whom 450 came from the Advance Section, 500 from
the Intermediate Section, and 350 from the Base Section. He also
directed the reinterment at Barrackpore of some 150 dead from
South Burma and southern India and the transfer of 75 remains
from Agra and other western localities to New Malir. It was esti-
mated that the equivalent of two C-47 cargo planes would be
needed daily for 60 days to transport remains. The program
further required the expansion of the Kalaikunda Cemetery to a
capacity of 2,000 graves.

On 18 October, the Theater Quartermaster ordered the employ-
ment of the 970th QM Supply Detachment for the removal of re-
mains from Bhamo to Myitkyina. Upon completion of this task,
the group proceeded to Shingbwiyang to transfer the dead to
Kalaikunda. As matters actually developed, remains from Shing-
bwiyang were first concentrated at Myitkyina and only later at
Kalaikunda. The Theater Quartermaster also directed the 971st
OM Supply Detachment to work in Tezpur Cemetery and then in
Jorhat, removing remains to Kalaikunda. When these projects
were finished, both detachments were to work in cemeteries in the
Base Section area. When this phase of their activities had been
concluded, the units would proceed to the Advance and Inter-

9% Memo, Col E. J. McAllister for CofS, G-3, G4, 17 Oct 45; KCRC-AGRS-IBT,
293 (Concentration Plan-1945-47).
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mediate Sections, where they would evacuate the dead from the
Ledo and Panitola Cemeteries to Kalaikunda.'"”

The fulfillment of the overall plan for concentrating India-
Burma remains into four major cemeteries did not progress without
opposition. On 2 November 1945, Gen. Walter K. Wilson, Hq,
Intermediate Section, USF, IBT, offered the following alternatives
to the War Department concentration scheme:

(a) That all burials in Burma be concentrated at Myitkyina.
This includes moving the Shingbwiyang Cemetery to Myit-
kyina.

() That burials now at Ledo remain there and that the Ledo
Cemetery be made a permanent installation.

(¢) That burials now at Panitola remain there and that the
Panitola Cemetery be made a permanent installation.

General Wilson advanced several reasons for recommending these
alternatives. In the first place, movement of a large number of
deceased at that time would be avoided. At some later date, the
dead could be moved directly to ports, reducing the possibility of
mistakes in identity. In the second place, the number of qualified
workers needed to transport large numbers of remains was not then
available, owing to the continuing manpower shortage in the
theater. In the third place, suitable coffins for large-scale move-
ment were not obtainable. Lastly, General Wilson pointed out that
some of the deceased in Burma had died of communicable diseases
and their disinterment by inexperienced workers might constitute a
health hazard.

Five days later, on 7 November, Lt. W. M. DeLoach, Command-
ing Officer of the 105th QM Graves Registration Platoon, noted that
existing concentration plans necessitated two disinterments prior to
final repatriation. He also mentioned the shortage of workers for
any extensive graves registration activities, but agreed that Tezpur
and Jorhat Cemeteries should be consolidated since neither was
readily accessible to Calcutta by rail.

At a conference held on 18 November at Hq, Intermediate Sec-
tion, Chabua, many aspects of graves registration problems were dis-
cussed ,including the concentration program. On 20 November, at
a meeting held in the office of General Wilson, the conferees drew
up a tentative schedule and agreed to send an evacuation team to
Tezpur at once and a receiving team to Kalaikunda. Thus, despite
objections and counter-proposals, the overall plan for consolidating
American dead went into effect late in November 1945.

On 28 November, the first shipment of remains from Tezpur

197 Memo, QM for G-3, 18 Oct 45; KCRC-AGRS-IBT. 319.1.

OF 240—437227—WW Dead-
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arrived at Kalaikunda. Two days later, the exhumation team com-
menced operations at Jorhat, where the cemetery contained 93
American dead. The older graves held only bones and debris.  All
bodies had been buried in wooden caskets, which remained intact
in recent graves, but which often had disintegrated in older graves.
The earth was relatively dry at the surface and moderately moist at
the level of the caskets. The deceased were flown for reinterment
to Kalaikunda, where expansion of the cemetery had begun.

Work began at the Panitola, Assam, Cemetery on 4 December
1945. Located in a damp area where the water table often
rose above the casket level during the monsoon season, the cemetery
contained 366 Americans, a few of whom may have died from
infectious diseases. After exhumations, the deceased were placed in
new caskets and sent by air to Kalaikunda. At Ledo, Assam, dis-
interment of the 394 remains commenced in mid-December. Upon
completion of this project, the dead were also flown to Kalaikunda.

At this time, the Myitkyina Cemetery received bodies from both
Shingbwiyang and Namphakka Cemeteries, the former containing
63 remains and the latter 127. This concentration proceeded under
the direction of 2d Lt. Charles E. Chambliss. The remains, kept
in a well-ventilated warehouse, were reburied at a rate of about 12
daily. '

The Theater Quartermaster meanwhile requested permission to
exhume all bodies in the New Malir Cemetery for subsequent
reburial at Kalaikunda. He pointed out that such an operation
would reduce the number of concentration cemeteries in the Theater
to three—Kalaikunda, Barrackpore, and Myitkyina. The New
Malir Cemetery contained 98 deceased, with 64 more scheduled for
reinterment there from cemeteries at Agra, New Delhi, Bombay,
Lalitpur, Kamptee, Jullunder, Bhusaval, and Deolali.'”

Colonel McAllister believed that New Malir could be evacuated
within four days and thus worked satisfactorily into the concentration
schedules. He also observed that the exhumation of this cemetery
would eliminate the necessity of retaining personnel for maintenance
purposes. Furthermore, remains in those localities previously
scheduled for transfer to New Malir could be flown directly to
Kalaikunda. Early in 1946, the Commanding General, India-
Burma Theater, gave permission for carrying out these plans.

At about this time, Colonel McAllister proposed the evacuation
of the Myitkyina Cemetery and the reinterment of its 759 remains

195 Rpt of Inspection, IBT, sub: Transfer of American Bodies from Outlying to Cen-
tral Cemeteries-Sanitary Aspects; KCRC-AGRS-IBT, 293 (Burial Concentration Plan).

199 Memo, Col E. J. McAllister, QM for CofS, G-3, G-4, 14 Dec 45; KCRC-AGRS-
IBT, 293 (Burial Concentration Plan).
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in the Calcutta area, thereby eliminating the difficulties that would
be involved in moving caskets to Myitkyina. Moreover, this scheme
complied with the War Department policy of concentrating the dead
in port areas.''"" Major General Terry, Commanding General,
India-Burma Theater, decided to carry out Colonel McAllister’s
suggestion.

A few officers in the Intermediate Section expressed concern over
the dangers to land transportation during the coming monsoon
season. They pointed out that the Bhamo-Myitkyina truck road
would become impassable, that flood waters would suspend barge
traffic on the Irrawaddy River, and that the Burma railways had
not recovered from the havoc of wartime bombing. An airlift
offered the best solution, but the Army Transport Command
gloomily estimated that the re-establishment of an air route between
Myitkyina and Calcutta would require at least a month.

Despite all these dire predictions, the 971st QM Supply Detach-
ment began exhumations at Myitkyina immediately and soon com-
pleted this phase of its mission. A total of 240 remains moved by
air to the Calcutta area by the middle of January and the others were
placed in caskets as soon as they became available. This activity
terminated early in February and all recovered dead from Burma
lay in Kalaikunda Cemetery.

While the Myitkyina exhumations progressed, all New Malir
remains were in the process of concentration to Barrackpore Ceme-
tery. This operation marked a reversal of earlier plans to transfer
the New Malir dead to Kalaikunda. All other registered burials
in India were in the midst of concentration either to Barrackpore or
Kalaikunda Cemeteries. Officials expected that all such operations
would terminate by the end of February 1946."'" - On 15 February,
the concentration of burials in the Theater was 86 percent
completed. Of a total of approximately 2,337 remains scheduled
for centralization at the beginning of the program, some 2,016 had
been disinterred from various localities and reburied in the Calcutta
area. Approximately 321 scattered dead still awaited transfer and
reburial.'**

Late in February 1946, AGRS published detailed plans for the
location, exhumation, and transfer of these scattered remains,
mostly in isolated graves in Southern Burma, Thailand, the Nether-
lands East Indies, and French Indo-China. A survey team would

110 Memo, Col E. J. McAllister for CG, IBT, 2 Jan 46; KCRC-AGRS-IBT, 293
(Burial Concentration Plan).

"t Rad, CG, IBT to SERVQMG, 7 Feb 46; KCRC-AGRS-IBT, 293 (Burial Con-
centration Plan).

1** Fld Progress Rpts and Recaps, 1946; KCRC-AGRS-1BT, 319.1.
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proceed to Bangkok,Thailand, and after gathering pertinent infor-
mation from British Graves Registration officials, would go into the
Bangkok-Moulmein Railroad area. Upon completion of exhuma-
tion operations in this area and in and about Rangoon, the party
would fly by RAF plane to Sumatra and Java to survey those
regions. If political conditions permitted, the group would then
visit other islands in the Netherlands East Indies. The team would
arrive in Saigon, French Indo-China, in April. The recovered dead
in all these areas would be transferred by air or ship to Singapore.'*
The Singapore Cemetery was under British control, but arrange-
ments were made with the Chief, Imperial War Graves Commission,
to use a portion of it for temporary burial of American dead. In
Singapore, the Liaison Detachment of USF, IBT, estimated that as
many as 700 remains might be located, identified, and reburied in
Southeast Asia.'"”

In accordance with these plans, AGRS officers and men under-
took to concentrate Southeast Asian remains in the American Sec-
tion of the Singapore Cemetery. An unfortunate accident marred
these operations. Early in May, the ATC was requested to furnish
a plane to carry Graves Registration teams and to airlift remains.
Upon arrival in Singapore, the plane was recalled to Calcutta.
En route, it picked up graves registration workers at Bangkok and
both personnel and remains at Rangoon. After leaving Rangoon
on 17 May, the plane disappeared and doubtless crashed to its doom
in the Bay of Bengal. On board were 3 officers and 3 enlisted men
and at least 37 bodies from the Rangoon Cemetery and from soli-
tary graves in South Burma, as well as complete survey reports made
throughout French Indo-China and the Netherlands East Indies.'”

During May 1946, the concentration of burials from Indian
cemeteries into Barrackpore and Kalaikunda ended. At this time
60 remains lay in British military cemeteries in Burma but were to
be later removed to Barrackpore. Destined for Barrackpore, too,
were about 200 isolated burials and victims of plane crashes in
India, Burma, Siam, and the Netherlands East Indies. The tem-
porary American plot at Singapore could accommodate approxi-
mately 300 of these deceased.''”

When the India-Burma Theater passed out of existence on 31

% Ltr, Capt Donald L. Rider, QMC, to CG, Liaison Det, Hq, USF, IBT, 20 Feb
46, sub: Recommended Plans for Location and Exhumation of Isolated American
Burials in Singapore Area; KCRC-AGRS-IBT, 293 (Burial Concentration Plan).

; " Memo, IBT to G-1, 21 Mar 46, sub: Graves Registration;: KCRC-AGRS-1BT,
93.

% Hist, AGRS-IBZ, Summary, AGRS-IBT, p. 5.

15 Rad, CG, IBT 10 SERVQMG, 1 May 46; KCRC-AGRS-IBT, sub: Burial Con-
centration Plan, 293.
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May 1946, a total of 1,204 deceased rested at Barrackpore; these,
with 2,026 remains at Kalaikunda, gave a total of 3,230 burials for
India.'"” As matters later developed, the plans to transfer the dead
from Southeast Asia and the Netherlands East Indies to the Singa-
pore Cemetery were abandoned in September 1946, and all South-
east Asian dead were transported to Barrackpore Cemetery for
reinterment prior to final repatriation,

Although Graves Registration operations after the activation of
AGRS-IBZ centered on search and recovery, identification, and
repatriation of all deceased, two major concentration operations
were undertaken in the autumn of 1947. As early as January of
that year, plans had been formulated for the evacuation of remains
from both Kalaikunda and Barrackpore Cemeteries to a mausoleum,
to be established at Barrackpore at the time of the disinterment,
where all remains would rest until the repatriation ship arrived at
Calcutta. Because of the monsoon season, extending from May to
September in India, AGRS officials determined that the evacuation
of these two cemeteries should wait until fall. Because of the
inadequate rail and road net out of Kalaikunda, it was decided that
bodies from that cemetery would be moved by air. Housing for
the six Field Operating Sections to be employed in the evacuation
also presented a problem. As no hotel accommodations were
available, tents near the cemetery site would serve as quarters for
the men."**

General planning was based upon the assumption that all remains
in the Zone would be repatriated on one vessel and that loading oper-
ations would take place some time in November or December 1947.
Plans also called for the daily exhumation, preparation, and casket-
ing of 40 remains for each of the six Field Operating Sections. At this
rate, 24 working days would be required to complete the entire
project in both cemeteries. With allowance for holidays and other
delays, it was estimated that the entire mission could be accom-
plished in 30 days.''”

In the summer of 1947, the War Department directed the Com-
manding Officer, IBZ, to prepare all remains in India for shipment
to Honolulu with the evacuation scheduled for completion by 15
January 1948.%"  Before putting its plans into effect, AGRS officers

"'7 Hist, AGRS-IBZ, Summary, AGRS-IBT, p. 5.

¥ Lir, Hg AGRS-IBZ 1o OQMG, Washington, D. C., 11 Feb 47, sub: Tentative
Operational Schedule for the Return of World War II Dead Program, 293.

11" Memo, Hq AGRS-1IBZ, 11 Feb 47, sub: Plan to Accomplish GRS Mission in
IBZ; KCRC-AGRS-IBZ, 293,

20 Lir, WD to CO, IBZ and CG, AGFPAC, 1 Jul 47, sub: Change of Mission,
AGRS-IBZ; KCRC-AGRS-IBZ, 322 (Organizations and Tactical Units).



CONCENTRATION OPERATIONS IN THE PACIFIC AND ASIA 441

instructed all military personnel and key civilians at Zone Head-
quarters in Calcutta in the problems of the program.'

Exhumations at Kalaikunda commenced on 15 September 1947.
This cemetery contained eight plots of 250 graves each. Because of
the high water level in the low end of the cemetery and because
the wooden caskets were more than half-filled with sediment and
water, it became necessary to wash and scrub mud from each
remains. In order that all remains might be delivered to the
mausoleum in the best possible condition, drying racks of fine mesh
window screen were devised. Remains were placed upon these
racks and dried in the open air and sunshine. Personal effects and
identification media were wrapped and tied separately either in
hessian cloth or blanket pieces and then placed with the rest of the
remains in a duffle bag or barracks bag to which was attached
a mimeographed cardboard tag containing pertinent information.
The remains were then ready for air shipment.’** The last body
departed late in October and the workers then flew to Calcutta to
begin exhumation at Barrackpore Cemetery. The ground formerly
occupied by Kalaikunda Cemetery was ready to be replanted
in paddy.

Barrackpore Cemetery, located in the former Governor of Ben-
gal’s palatial grounds on the banks of the Hoogly River, served as
the resting place of approximately 1,500 war dead. Its flowery
shrubs and trees attracted people throughout the area. Exhuma-
tions began on 30 October. The task ended two weeks later, consid-
erably ahead of schedule. The daily exhumations at Barrackpore
and Kalaikunda averaged 119 and 105 respectively. On 21 No-
vember, the last prepared remains reached the Barrackpore Mauso-
leum, where approximately 3,500 India-Burma dead rested until
the arrival of the Albert M. Boe, the repatriation ship which
carried them to Honolulu or to the United States.

Conclusion

When all major concentration activities throughout the Pacific
areas had terminated, a total of over 70,000 remains had been
moved into more centralized, accessible burial places or to mauso-
leums, where they awaited final repatriation or permanent overseas
interment. This notable accomplishment had required weeks and
months of unpleasant, arduous toil on barren Pacific atolls, in hot,
swampy jungles, and in rugged and remote spots throughout the

'#! Special Rpt, Lt Col E. F. Stanford-Blunden, 29 Nov 47; KCRC-AGRS-IBZ, no
file No.
22 Ibid.
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vast Pacific and on the Asiatic mainland. The following figures
represent the approximate number of remains at each locality after
concentrations had been concluded and just prior to repatriation
operations:

Manila Mausoleum.__ _ ___ ____________ 30,387
Saipan (including 10,243 from
Okinawa) -t o T 23,132
Honolulu (including 2,583 from
China)_ .- _____. 14,206
Yokohama___________ _______________ 2,027
Barrackpore Mausoleum, Calcutta_____ 3,500
y 2 N S RS S e -2 73,252 (approximate)

As can be observed, the largest concentrations occurred in the
Southwest Pacific Area, along the death-strewn line of conquest
from Port Moresby to Manila. The smallest number of fatalities
occurred, oddly enough, in the Japan-Korea arca. Regardless of
where deaths and subsequent concentrations took place, the heroic
efforts of AGRS officers and men had paved the way for the final
step in the Return of the Dead of World War II Program—perma-
nent overseas burial or interment in native American soil of those
who had paid the ultimate price for victory.





