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FIGURE 28, UnilM Stol~J M,lttory' Cnnd~,., .1\'0,2. A1anila, Lu.:on, Phil"ppin~

Isla"ds,

permanent burial ground there, Aerial photographs and a map
showing the tentative boundaries were sent late in December 1947
to Memorial Division, OQMG, for final approval."

Immediate steps followcd to get the projccted cemetery under­
way. Thc Manila Engineering District (MANED), after comput­
ing the costs of establishing cemetery boundaries and clearing and
grading the land l forwarded its conclusions to Washington. Funds
could not be authorized for the clearing of Fort I\IcKinley property
until receipt of official notification from VVashington of the property
transfer....

B, I January 1948, OQ~1G informed graves registration officials
in lanila that appropriations had been made for the sun'ey of the
Fort ~1cKinley site and that the \Ve:>tern Pacific Engineering Divi­
sion had rccei"ed orders to proceed with this task. The OQIo.IG
also instructed ~1anila to transfer pre-"'orld "'ar II remains in­
terred in the old Fort ~1cKinlcy Post Cemetery to the post ceme­
teryat lark Field. Fort tOLScnburg, in order that preparations for

H Und.. p. 18.
4' IbId.. pp. 18-19.
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the permanent burial ground at Fort McKinley might proceed
promptly." Meanwhile, in the area of the proposed permanent
cemetery, graves registration forces carried out preparatory opera­
tions, which included the removal of concrete structures, posts, and
foundations, as well as heavy underbrush. By mid-February, they
had cleared away about 1,000 tons of concrete."· Throughout the
period extending from early january to late May 1948, graves reg­
istration workers also disinterred and removed all remains from the
old Post Cemetery to Fort Stotsenburg."

During the summer and into the early autumn of 1948, prepara­
tions for the new cemetery continued at Fort McKinley except for a
temporary halt in August because of hea\'Y rains. Graves registra­
tion employees removed jungle growths, le\'eled the ground, and
made extensive repairs on the administration buildings, quonset
huts, and roads in the immediate area. The arrival of graves regis­
tration workers from ~1anila No.2 Cemetery, where disinterment
and removal of remains to the Manila Mausoleum had been com­
pleted late in july, accelerated progress at Fort McKinley." In
October, Col. james A. Murphey, CO, AGRS-PZ, raised the Amer­
ican flag over the unfinished military cemetery at the Fort, mark­
ing its formal opening, months before the first interments took place.>"

Shortly after the formal opening of Fort M Kinley Cemetery,
GHQ, Far East Command, predicted that 24,000 remains would
eventually lie within its confines. This figure was based upon a
projected 50-50 division of preference by the next of kin between
repatriation and permanent overseas burial. Memorial Division
officials promptly disagrced with this estimate. and asserted that the
figures were too high, both for the total number of interments and
for the percentage of overseas burials. They expected a total of
about 19,224 deceased at Fan McKinley."

Although the question had actually been settled for some time,
General Order 76, Paragraph 4, 2 December 1948, officially desig­
nated Fort McKinley Cemetery as the permanent overseas burial
ground for the Far East Command. It was generally expected that
interments would be completed by the end of 1949, and that the
cemetery would then be transferred to the ABMC. In this relatively
small area would rest those for whom the next of kin wanted over-

. IbId., p. 19
lind.

~I His!. AGRS-PZ, I Apr-30 ep 48. p. 24.
: IbId. t h 35· 36.

lIist, ACRS-PZ. 1 Oct·31 Dec 48. p. 20: KCRC·ACRS·PZ. 314 7

, II' lSi Ind. -4 ;\0\ 48. to Basic Llr of 15 Oct 48. CIIQ. FEe to TQ\IG. /21 2nd
Ind.8 Dec 48. 0 A. OQ\ILi to CI:\CFE. 687. Far [.all(.
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seas- burial, the war dead for whom no specific instructions had been
received, and all recovered unknowns.

On 27 December 1948, a contract was let to Santiago Gaucayco
for permanent construction work in the cemetery at an estimated cost
0[$109,081.50. Clearing and grubbing began on 3 January 1949
and grading of burial plots five days later. At the same time the
Manila Engineering District \vorked on a burial layout plan for
early submission to Washington and graves registration employees
moved supplies and work shops into an area not affected by the con­
struction activities.:):'1 Since local officials hoped to begin interments
during April or even earlier if burial layout plans received the neces­
sary approval from the Department of the Army and the American
Battle Monuments Commission, the clearing and grading of burial
plots received special auention.

While permanent construction activities continued in the ceme­
tery, AGRS·PHILCOM, on I March 1949, recommended to Mcm·
orial Division, OQMG, the adoption of the contract method for in­
terment operations and the use of mechanized equipment, such as
power shovels, in order to cut expenses and complete the project in
only four months. This time estimate was based upon a maximum of
20,000 grave sitcs.:'IH On receipt of approval by the Memorial Divi­
sion of the contract method, bids were called for, bur only one was
submitted. Graves registration authorities found it unacceptable,
for both the cost and completion date exceeded their original esti­
mates. The Manila Engineering District thereupon proposed lise
of the purchase and hire method of interment in lieu of a private
col1tract.~>; Late in April, l\1emorial Division, OQNIG, authorized
this procedure..,,",

"Vith the question of the interment method settled, matters moved
more quickly. The first burials in Fort McKinley Cemetery oc·
curred on 3 l'vlay, several week later than had been planned.
1\1anila Engineering District workers accomplished the cemeterial
excavations while graves registration employees carried out the
actual interment of remains. Sixteen burials were performed on
the first day of operations; thereafter the daily interment rate in·
creased until by the end or May 1949 it had reached a total of

Rpt. IIq AGRS-PJlILCO~1Zone to CO, AGRS-PIlILCO~1.20Jan 49.
~ Memo. Col L. R. Talbot. ~lem Di\", OQ~IG to CofEngrs ... l\lar 49, sub: U. S.

;\lilitary Cemetery. Fort \IcKinler. P. I.
r In the purchase and hire method. the Arm' purchas('d their own supplies and

equipmcn! as needed. and hired local workers on the spot .
.,. \Iemo. Talbot 10 CofEll~f.'>. 27 Apr 49. sub: G. S. Military Cemctcr\", Fort

\lcKinlcy. P. 1.
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234-a figure still considerably short of the number estimated before
the project began.

Several difficulties contributed to the retarded progress. The
major problem arose from the great difficulty experienced in open­
ing graves. The extreme hardness of the foundation in the ceme­
tery rendered practically unusable the mechanical equipment which
was on hand for excavation operations. When the workers dis­
covered the true nature of the cemeterial foundation, they attempted
various excavation methods in an effort LO open as many as 400
graves daily.5~

Another factor which considerably reduced the number of graves
opened on a given day involved such obstacles as trees that must be
preserved for the sake of appearance, thus requiring intervals in the
rows of graves; antiquated plumbing in both sewage and water lines;
and unexploded ammunition, which required careful handling. In
addition, the imminent seasonal rains threatened progress on the
project, for heavy equipment could not operate when the cemetery
area became a quagmire. fiU

On the other hand, the graves registration workers who made the
actual interments did not experience the difficulties encountered by
MA ED in excavating the graves. In fact, a burial crew could
have performed 400 interments daily. In actuality, because of
MA ED's slower progress, graves registration workers spent much
time waiting for graves to be opened.

By 24 June 1949, when construction work in the cemetery ter­
minated, interments were about one-fourth completed, with 4,488
remains already interred, 10,928 still awaiting burial, and 2,220
cases yet to be processed.';> Despite the retarding factors just con­
sidered, graves registration workers had buried a total of 12,464
remains by the end of September 1949, with some 4,024 additional
burials pending, and with 2,385 cases awaiting final disposition.
Although some optimistic officials envisioned the completion of all
interments by 15 November 1949, others believed more realistically
that perhaps 2,000 cases still might be pending at that time, and
that the residual phase of the operation might well continue until
June 1950, the new date on which ABMC was scheduled to assume
full responsibility for the cemetery."

As developments actually unfolded, the bulk of interments LOok

n ~Icmo. G-3. to Depuly CIS. AGRS-PZ. 27 .\Iay 49. p. 11. sub: Rpt or GR and
Disposition or Remains Activities. 293.9; KCRC·AGRS-PZ.

"IbId., pp. 12.20.
I. Ibid., 12Jul 49, ~Icmo G-3 10 C,'S, AGRS·PZ.
,,~ Memo. GIIQ, FEC, to MCJn Oiv, OQ~IG, 12 Oct 49. 293.
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place before the end of 1949, althou~h the activity continued in a
diminishing degree throughout 1950, as a result of identification of
remains on hand and scattered recoveries by the few search units
which still operated. After several delays, the transfer of Fort Mc­
Kinle} Military Cemetery became effective on 1January 1951, pur­
suantlO the provisions of Executive Order 10057, 14 May 1949, (as
amended by Executive Order 10087, 3 December 1949), which
shifted the administrative functions of vVorid \Var Il nited States
Military cemeteries located in foreign countries, together with cer­
tain related supplies, equipment, facilities, and records, from the

ecretary of the Army to lhe American Battle Monuments Commis­
sion, "effective as to any particular cemetery or group of cemeteries
upon the completion of the operational mission of the Department
of the Army with respect to each cemetery or group of cemeteries."
The Army reserved the right, nevertheless, to re-enter such burial
grounds after I January 1951 in order to make exhumations or re­
intermems, should such action become necessary for the proper com­
pletion of the repatriation program. fl3

Although a few small changes in the figure of total interments at
Fort McKinley Cemetery may occur in the fUlure, at this writing
a total of 17,178 remains rest here. Formal dedication of the cem­
etery must await completion of all monument projects undertaken
by the American Bartle Monuments Commission."1

Proposed Cemetery on Guam

As previously indicated) certain planners in Memorial Division,
OQMG, originally envisioned the establishment of a national cem­
etery on Guam, which would serve as a final resting place for the
deceased of the MARBO Zone as well as for several thousand re­
mains from Okinawa and other Ryukyu Islands. The tentative site
most prominently mentioned consisted of 225 acres, located directly
north of the airstrip of Harmon Field, overlooking Tuman Bay.":'
MARBO officials estimated that this proposed burial ground could
accommodate about 7,500 remains.

During the summer of 1947, OQMG included the necessary ex­
penses for a Guam national cemetery in the budget then in prepara­
tion for presentation to Congress. OQ~IG officials felt, bowever,

• Llr. TAG to Cl:\'CFE. 6 =",0\ 50. sub: Transrer or L'nited Statl"'S \liIilan' Ceme-
tery: File 687. Fori ~tcKinle}". •

•• I) (men.. ColonelJ. B. \titdell. AB~IC. 'I ~tar 5.>. (2) AB~IC Pamphle1. pub­
lished in 1953, gin's a lot'll of 17.177 rtomains in Fort ~lcKinle)" \liIi1ar)" Oome1ery.

U Hist. ACRS-MARBO. 1947-48. I. pp. 4a 49.



5t6 FI:"/AL DtSPOStTtO:,,/ OF WORLD WAR II DEAD 1945-51

that the Island of Guam should donate the land required for this
projecl. IH,

Although the Tumon Bay site received more serious consideration
than any other on Guam, opposition to it de"e1oped in ome la,'y
circles. Late in October 19-17, the Quartermaster. Far East Com­
mand, apprised the Chief, Memorial Division, OQMG, of this de­
velopment. Since Guam was essentially a Naval base. the Far East
Command believed that any choice for a permanent cemetery there
should have avy concurrence. Interested officials also considered
the Mt. Barrigada site, but a careful survey of all possible locations,
undertaken by the Corps of Engineers in conjunction with the Navy
and Air Force, led to a positive recommendation for Tumon Bay,
since it offered the highest ground and the lowest water table of any
area under investigation.

Even though Congress failed to act during 1947 on the Guam
proposal, authorities at MARBO Headquarters still confidently
anticipated a national cemetery there. Even as late as January
1948, they proposed a plan for the "operation of the exhumation,
shipment. identification, processing, final-type casketing, and repatri­
ation to the United States J or the rtm/umtnl In .\"allOnal etme/tr;' on
Guam, of remains of World \'\'ar II dead now buried at Okinawa.""

All plans for a national cemetery on Guam came to a rather
abrupt termination late in February 1948 when word reached the
MARBO Command that Congress had failed to include funds for
the project. All available evidence would indicate that this action
came as a distinct surprise to MARBO grave registration authori­
ties. In any case, this development forced a hasty revision of all re­
patriation plans, as is related in the chapter pertaining to the return
of the deceased from that area. Perhaps the underlying explana­
tion for this turn of events was an unfavorable impression formed
by a group of Congressmen who visited Guam during the early
autumn of 1947.

Several reasons for the rejection of Guam were mCluioned in
House Report 1420, which dealt with the Appropriation Commit­
tee's action. A primary factor was the lack of space. The Report
noted that "Guam is a small island. crowded with military and
naval installations." The island's warm, enervating climate which
avera~ed 5 to 15 de~rees higher than that of Hawaii, constituted an­
other drawback, since visitors from the United States would find

66 Ltr, Capi Robert J. ~lcBroom, IIq AGRS-~'dARBO to CG. ~IARBO. 3 Jul 47,
sub: American Gran.'s Registration Sen"ice Conference, Washington, D. C.

111 Ltr. Col Edward L. Smith. IIq AGRS·l\IARBO Seclor to CIXCFE. 24 Jan 48,
sub: Repatriation of Okinawa WW II Dead. [Author's Ilalics above.)
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such conditions unattractive. Furthermore, Guam offered no mod·
ern accommodations for visiting next of kin, and its remote location,
requiring a round trip of 7,600 miles beyond Hawaii, also militated
against its selection. Finally, as a matter of economy, the Report
asserted that, in contrast to the situation in Hawaii, no competitive
bidding on development ,\-'ork was possible on Guam. Ii

"

With Congressional approval on 25June 1948 of HR 5224, as
Public Law 782, the recommendations included in House Report
1420 became official. This action ended the efforts of OQMG offi­
cials to obtain a national cemetery on the distant island of Guam.
Instead, as has been shown, only one national cemetery was estab­
lished in the Pacific war theaters-the Punchbowl in Honolulu.

Conclusion

Only two permanent cemeteries in the former Pacific war the­
aters resulted from the many postwar plans for the establishment of
overseas burial grounds on a world-wide basis.

Most available evidence indicates that the elimination of Guam as
a cemeterial site has proven to be a wise move. The two perma­
nent Pacific cemeteries enjoy the important advantage of accessi­
bility to regular water and air transportation. Both offer modern,
comfortable accommodations for visiting next of kin and other in­
terested individuals or groups. Both Manila and Honolulu, par­
ticularly the latter, possess reasonably pleasant climatic conditions.
On the other hand, Guam remains a distant, rather desolate out­
post, offering little attraction either in climatic conditions or in mod­
ern, comfortable accommodations. It lacks almost completely any
sentimental significance for most Americans.

By contrast, two marc appropriate Pacific area 10caLions, from a
sentimental viewpoint) than the Hawaiian and Philippine Islands,
would be difficult to imagine. In the former, the first American
servicemen fell in VVorld \Var II during the attack on Pearl Harbor.
The lauer area represented the ultimate goal of General MacArthur's
long, tortuous relUrn to the Philippines, which lOok so many Amer­
ican lives. The presence of a permanent Untted States military
cemetery near !\1anila symbolizes the bonds of f"iendship between
the American and Filipino peoples, as well as their mutual sacrifices,
panicularly during the long, bitter fighting against a common enemy
on the Bataan Peninsula, where both nations wrote an imperishable
chapter in the annals of free men.

«'IIR H20, 80th Conq; .. 2nd Scss: House Rpts. 1403-144-9.





CHAPTER XVI

REPATRIATION FROM PACIFIC AND ASIATIC
MAINLAND AREAS

Plans and Schedules

Planning for the return of deceased servicemen from Pacific
Ocean areas and the Asiatic mainland began long before the first
shipment of remains from Honolulu on the lIonda Knot. The
War Department "Plan for Repatriation of the Dead of \tVorid II
and Establishment of Permanem United States Military Cemeteries
at Home and Abroad," described in detail in Chapter II of this
study, devoted considerable attention to this part of the program.
In addition, TM 10-281 placed particular emphasis upon repatria­
tion, outlining the general policies to be followed) and stressing as
the guiding principle the wishes of the next of kin as to final
disposition of remains. I

Craves registration officials in the Pacific Theater also gave much
consideration to this problem. For example, Col. Lee M. Hester,
Area Graves Registration Officer, AGRS-PATA, offered several
recommendations for accomplishment of the repatriation mission. 2

Tn general, he proposed that entire cemeteries be included in poll­
ing the next of kin, that 100 percent exhumations be made when
the OQ~1G issued disinterment direclives for a cemetery or a group
of cemeteries, and that all reinterments, whether in the United
States or overseas, be made in the same type of casket. Colonel
Hester believed that these procedures would permit Field Operating
Sections to evacuate entire cemeteries during one visit, thus reducing
labor, cost, and transportation to a minimum. 3 He also listed five
factors to be considered in determining the order in which ceme·
teries would be evacuated. These factors were: (1) average monthly
rainfall; (2) distance between islands containing cemeteries; (3)
anticipated date of arrival of caskets from the United States; (4)
pre\'ention of backtracking in water transportation, and (5) location
of proposed permanent cemeteries.

To carry out repatriation activities in the Pacific Theater, Colonel
Hester proposed the organization of two Task Forces, one in the

• TlI.l 10-28', Aug. 47. p. 2.
I Ltr, Hf.'$ter to CI:\'C, AFPAC. no dale. sub: Plan for Repatriation. 293.

IbId.

5t9
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August 1947, with five FOS and
one reduced Port Unit.

August 1947, with eight FOS and
one reduced Pon Unit.

October 1947, with thirteen FOS.
October-December 1947, with

three FOS and a reduced Port
Unit from Pacific Area.

lQ\·ember-December 1947, with
six FOS and a reduced Port
Unit from the Solomon Islands.

November 19-17-February 19-18,
with three FO and one reduced
Pan Unit.

(f) JAP-KOR Sector .

Cb) Guadalcanal .

Ct) India-Burma Zone .....

Ce) Iwo Jima .
CIf) China Zone .

MIDPAC Sector and the other in the WESPAC Sector. He sug­
gested that one port unit should be organized as part of each Task
Force to receive, Slore, and issue incoming caskets and supplies as
well as to handle the shipment of remains to the United States. He
believed that 8 Field Operating Sections would be required in both
the MIDPAC Sector and the WE PAC Sector, while 3 would
operate in the JAP-KOR Sector-2 in Japan and I in Korea.'
Colonel Hester, like other officers in the Pacific Theater, anticipated
the arrival of sufficient caskets by December 19-16 to permit the first
repatriation shipment by early 19-17.

Although Colonel Hester's suggestions were in general carried out,
The Quartermaster General's tentati\'e schedules for repatriation of
World War II dead from Pacific and Asiatic mainland areas, issued
late in Q\'ember 19-16, clearly indicated that Hester's esti mate of
the time for the first repatriation shipment was too optimistic. These
plans incorporated all Pacific and Asiatic mainland operations into
one integrated scheme.' The schedules were based upon the belief
that approximately 80 percent of the deceased would be repatriated
and the other 20 percent buried in permanent overseas cemeteries,
but it was fully realized that variations from these estimates would
be necessary. Exhumations preparatory to the first homeward ship­
ment would begin during June 1947 in the Hawaiian Islands, with
13'" Field Operating Sections employed in the operation. Else­
where in the Pacific war areas, pre-repatriation exhumation activi­
ties were listed as follows:"

Ca) Australia .

• (IJ IbId. 12\ For an explanation of the compo ilion of a Fidd Opel'"3tin~ Section.
~C' Chapu"r XIII. p. ·11)9.

LIT. .-\ F. OQ\IG to CI:\"C. L"SAFPAC and Co.. AGRS-China Zon(' and AGRS­
India·Burma Zone, 27 XO\ 46: KCRCAGRS·FEC. 293.

Ib'd.
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(g) Okinawa .

(h) New Guinea .

(,) Mariana Islands
(MARBO).

(}) Palau Islands .

(k) Leyte, P. I. . . .. . ....

(l) Luzon, P. I .

November 1947-February 1948,
with four FOS, reinforced in

January 1948 by six FOS: one
reduced POrt Unit.

February-April 1948, with six FOS
and one Port Unit.

April-J une 1948, with seven FOS,
reinforced in May by six FOS;
one reduced Port Unit.

June 1948, with five FOS, and one
reduced Port Unit.

June-July 1948, with eight FOS,
later augmented by five FOS
from Palau Islands and one Port
Unit.

August-October 1948, with 13 1/,

FOS.

OQMG officials anticipated the completion of all exhumations
by the end of 1948. They realized. however, that these schedules
were only tentative. Subsequent developments fully justified this
view since concentration of bodies in a few Pacific cemeteries greatly
reduced the number of repatriation points by the time actual home­
ward shipments were about to begin.; Other factors which com­
bined to alter the schedules set forth in ovember 1946 included
unfavorable weather, delays in casket deliveries, and slow progress
at certain points in concentrating deceased into centralized burial
grounds. Need for extensive revIsions of the earlier schedules be­
came obvious by the spring of 1947. The Adjutant General, cog­
nizant of this situation, then informed top-level commanders through­
out the world that the first shipments of World War II dead to the

nited States would commence in the early autumn of that year.'
By July, the polling of some 52,000 next of kin had been almost

completed. They favored return to the United States by about three
to one." When exhumations began in Hawaii during August, the
most important factor affecting repatriation schedules was the rate
of receipt of replies from next of kin to letters of inquiry. Previously,
casket production had exerted the heaviest weight in determining

• For further details, sec ChapteT XIII, Concentration Operations in the Pacific and
Asia .

. LIT, TAG to CJ:"JC. Far East. and CGl;. AFPAC. rl 01" 6 \Iar 47. suh: Rrpatl'ia­
tion Pro~ram: KCRC·FEC. 2~n.8.

~ ~h·mo. Capt RobcrtJ. t-.IcBroom, AGRS·~IARBO, to CG. r..lARBO, 3Jul 17:
KCRC·AGRS·~IARBO. 337.
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schedules. As mentioned earlier, Public Law 368, 5 August 1947,
also changed repatriation plans, since it reversed the original policy
of returning unknown dead to the United States. '"

In addition to disposition according to options available to the
next of kin and permanent overseas interment of unknowns, two fur­
ther dispositions were planned, in appropriate cases, at the time of
disinterments. as follows: II

(n) "Reinlcrmenl in permanent sites, in those cases in which
next of kin, although successfully contacted, fail to indicate their
wishes within a reasonable time. These cases will be covered
by individual disinterment directives, and although nominally
permanent reburials, obviou Iy a certain number eventually
will be re-exhumed for other disposition if the next of kin con­
cerned so desire, and make known their desires prior to the ex­
piration of the period, prescribed by Public Law 383, within
which application for final disposition must be made.

(b) "Above ground storage, for limited periods, in those cases
wherein next of kin have not yet successfully been contacted, in
those cases involving legal study, etc. These cases will be cov­
ered by a blanket directive included in the letter of transmittal
covering the disinterment directives."

At the time of initial Hawaiian exhumation-II August 1947­
the deceased in the Pacific Zone (AGRS-PAZ) had been moved into
three major concentration points-the Hawaiian Islands, Guadal­
canal, and Australia. American dead in the Far East Zone
(AGRS-FEZ) also rested or were destined to rest in three major
points-the Manila Mausoleum, which eventually contained all re­
covered remains in the PHILRYCOM Sector, except Okinawa; the
island of Saipan, where those who died in the MARBO Sector lay,
with the dead on Okinawa scheduled for later transfer there; and
the Mausoleum at Yokohama, which finally housed those who per­
ished in theJAP-KOR Sector of the Far East Zone. On the Asiatic
mainland, all located deceased from the China Zone had been moved
to Hawaii; in the India-Burma Zone, some 3,500 remains later
rested in the Barrackpore Mausoleum, near Calcutta."

Hawaiian Operations

Exhwnalion Problems and A clivilitS

Final preparations for the first repatriations-those from Hawaii­
commenced several months before the actual mO"ement of bodies to

III LtT, Col Everctt Busch, ~lel1l Oiv, OQMG 10 Cll':C, FEC. 12 Aug 47, sub: Schcd·
ul(,5 of Operations for the Return of \Vorld \VaT II Dead.

II Ihld.
I: See ChapleT XIII, Concentration Operations in the Pacific and Asia.
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the United States. Since the major purpose of this shipment ofsome
3,200 remains was to uphold the faith of the next of kin in the pro­
gram, great care accompanied all planning for the operation.

In the spring of 1947, the 9105th Technical Service nit (TSU)
was established to carry OUt disinterments in Hawaii and other
areas in the Pacific Zone (AGRS-PAZ). This unit formerly had
been assigned to the AGRS-China Zone as the 9103d TSU, but
shortly after its transfer to Hawaii, the new numerical designation
went into effect. The unit consisted of eight hastily organized Field
Operating Sections (FOS), which were dispatched in whole or in
part to conduct assigned exhumations.l:l

Transportation for the 91 05th TS demanded much attention,
for motor, water, and air movements would all be involved in the
unit's operations. The AGRS-PAZ Planning Board in July di­
rected that overland movements of the unit in Oahu be made by a
motor pool to be formed and operated by Group Headquarters from
Schofield Barracks. For exhumations on the outlying Hawaiian
Islands, the unit would use its own organic vehicles, which together
with its equipment and supplies, were to be transported by water.
The workers would be brought to the outlying islands by air. II

Many discouraging obstacles arose before the first repatriation
exhumations staned, largely because of the necessity of hurriedly or­
ganizing eight Field Operating Sections to disinter and casket 3,200
remains and place them aboard the repatriation ship within the
short span of 8 or 9 weeks. In retrospect, the hasty inauguration of
exhumations indeed appears the greatest flaw in these initial repa­
triation operations.

Perhaps the most acute problem was a persistem shortage of both
officers and enlisted men. At the end ofJuly, a group of 29 officers
finally arrived and was assigned to the 9105th TSU. From that
time to November, three additional contingents, averaging eight offi­
cers each, reached Hawaii. After their arrival, many officers ex­
pressed keen dissatisfaction with their assignment. They had as­
sumed that they would be stationed permanently in Hawaii and in
many cases had even made arrangements to have their families join
them. The realization that their tasks would later take them to re­
mOle Pacific islands came as a severe blow. Some officers applied
for either transfer or discharge. 1\

Coupled with the difficulty of obtaining and holding trained
graves registration officers were harassing problems stemming from

Hisi. AGRS-PAZ. 19-16· 49. I, pp. 96-97.
.. Opnl Dir No. I, Annex 8, Hq AGRS-PAZ. 9 Sep 46; KCRC.AGRS-PAZ, 008.
10 Hisl, AGRS-PAZ. I, p. 100.
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efforts to recruit qualified civilian workers. Although the War De­
partment had given assurances that all civilians, except laborers,
would be obtained on the mainland, there were few applicants for
positions and by July 1947, it had become apparent that the great
majority of civilians of all kinds would have to be hired locally.
Only embalmers and a few clerks arrived from the mainland, and
they did not appear until exhumations were about to begin. The
sudden recognition of the necessity for bringing the 910Sth TSU
quickly to full strength forced officials at AGRS-PAZ Headquarters
to employ people wherever and whene"er possible.

The shortage of ti me a vailable for this task precl uded thorough
investigation of applicants, and many recruits proved ill qualified.
Although only a third of the necessary civilians had been hired, the
training program started as planned on 27 July. Orientation con­
sisted mostly of lectures. On the last day, 9 August, ten remains
were exhumed from chofield Barracks Cemetery under the direc­
tion of experienced workers as a demonstration of operational tech­
niques. IIi Pertinent burial information was entered on a form en­
titled" Exhumation Record." A convoy list was next prepared, and
the caskets were then removed to the Military Mausoleum at Scho­
field Barracks for above-ground storage pending final casketing. At
the Mausoleum, the Exhumation Record was used as a delivery re­
ceipt and then filed at Headquarters, 910Sth TS ,as a guide to
completing nece ary action during final processing. ,-

Meanwhile, on I August 1947, the 91 OSth TS had established
Headquarters at Schofield Barracks. Both officers and civilians were
billeted in the Headquarters building in the belief that the two
groups would become beller adjusted to each other if they were
associatc:-d more closel\'.

On II August, immediately after the training period, all Field
Operating Sections began exhumations in chofield Barracks Ceme­
tery. Only those remains for which disinterment directives had
been received were removed at once, for the eight Sections had to
begin work shortly at Halawa and other smaller Hawaiian ceme­
teries, where all bodies were to be exhumed at one time to avoid
frequent trips from the distant graves registration headquarters."

While work at Schofield Barracks halted temporarily, the FOS

lb,d.. p. 109.
I; IbId.. App. E. \'01. 2. Incl. 33. Dir. Hq 9105th TSL' to All ;\lilitary and Civilian

Personnd Conccrm:d. ; Aug- <Ii. sub: Operalions Directhc.
, !list. ACRS-I)AZ. I, pp 112- 13.
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units began operations at the other Hawaiian cemeteries in accord­
ance with the following schedule: 1'+

~laka\q~:Ii. Kauai

• \Iokapu. Oahu
Ilomt"lani. Ila\\aii

• '\ulIanli. Oahu
• Ilala\\3, Oahu
\Iaka\\ao. \Ialli

• Naval Cc:'mcll'l'\

19· n AU~lL~1 19-17
26-27 .\ugust 1917
27\u~t-2. plcmbc-T 194­
28 \m~ust 13 St-ptemocr 194 i
2-20 ptembt"r 1941
5-10 Scplcmlx-r 19--17

Unfortunately, fe\\ plans for operations had been formulated
until disinterments were actually underway. Little detailed con­
sideration had been given to local conditions, unusual problems, or
modifications of the procedur~s outlined in TM 10-281, which was
intended to serve as a guide,~n

From the beginning, Hawaiian exhumation operations were
beset by difficult labor problems. After working only a few days,
many civilians often failed to report for work. During August and
September, the daily turnover reached about 10 percent. New re­
placernents were hired as promptly as possible, but no time was
available to train them properly. These drawbacks imposed serious
handicaps on everyone engaged in exhumations from worker to
Chief of the Zone.

Another unfortunate development hindered progress. A steel
strike in the United States during the summer halted casket produc­
tion for several weeks and rendered unavailable some 58 1000 caskets
needed in Pacific areas. The Quartermaster General had at­
tempted La posqxme the start of exhumation operations until late in
the year, but the Secretary of War directed that plans for the first
repatriation shipment be carried out in the fall as scheduled in order
to maintain public confidence in the program.· 1

Several operational problems arose, which proved to be more or
less common throughout the Hawaiian Islands. In the first place,
supply shortages con {antly hindered progress. Since each ceme­
tery presented different physical conditions, officials could not esti­
mate accurately in ad\'ance the needs for hardening compound (a
dry powder usually with a plaster of paris base, used to prevent
odors and to dry and harden any remaining tissue), for cavity fluid 1

used in cavities of the body, such as the skull and stomach. to harden

'''Und.,p.114.
~(, (I) Ibid.. p. 101 (2) T\I 10-2RI.
~'(I) lIist. AGRS-PAZ,I 99. ,2) Conference :\Ol('~. 30Jun Ii. sub: Rpl ofOQ\IC

Conference. 9Jun 47. from Ikput\ Chit'L ACRS·P.\Z to ACRS-P.\Z Officer!>, App.
E. \'01. I. Incl. 8.
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and preserve tis ues, and for disinfectants. They soon discovered,
however, that remains in areas which had coral ground formations
and warm climates decomposed much more rapidly than elsewhere
and required larger quantities of hardening compound and little
cavity fluid." Secondly, the disposal of rubbish which accumulated
rapidly during operations, constituted a problem, for the materials
often were not readily burnable. Cases involving special treatment
also impeded progress by the extra work they demanded. Such
cases included cremation, and changes in and suspensions and can­
cellations of disinterment directives. Clerical errors, made by un­
trained and inexperienced workers, intensified loading difficulties
since all remains and all disinterment directives must be accounted
for. Frequent rains also delayed exhumation activities. Finally,
informal inspections of operations by officers unfamiliar with graves
registration sometimes retarded progress."

Proussing CmUr and Cemeleries

One of the most successful graves registration operations in
Hawaii took place at the Processing Center, located in Mausoleum

o. 3, where remains were prepared for final casketing and where
the casketing itself was mostly carried out. The Deputy Chief,
AGRS-PAZ, facing a tight deadline for completion of disinterments
before the repatriation vessel departed and realizing that graveside
casketing, prescribed in TM 10-281, would be too slow, especially
in view of the shortage of qualified technicians which became so
serious as to necessitate utilization of t\VO embalmers from the Cen­
tral Identification Laboratory, determined to replace this method
with an assembly-line system, a practice which later became preva­
lent in all Pacific areas. As a consequence, remains were trans­
ported to the Processing Center where 8 receiving lines had been
established, each with 2 embalmers, a clerk, sometimes an assistant
clerk, and 5 to 8 laborers. Early in the operations, an inspection
officer supervised each line, but later the demands for personnel
elsewhere in the Pacific reduced this surveillance to one officer for
every two lines. The Center processed about 200 remain daily at
the peak of its activities."

The results achieved by this "assembly line" method demonstrated
conclusively its superiority over graveside casketing, especially in
view of the short time available. Zone officials were so pleased with
Processing Center operations that they determined to use this tech-

12 (I) Hist, AGRS·PAZ. L pp. 133 ·34. (2) Interv, Carl R. Allbee. Registration Br,
Mcm Div. OQMC. 20 ~Iar 56.

- II;". AGRS-PAZ. I. p. 134.
H IbId., II, p. 189.
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nique during subsequent operations in Australia and Guadalcanal.2~

In turning to consideration of operations and problems in specific
Hawaiian cemeteries, it is found that Schofield Barracks Cemetery
presented several features which distinguished it from other Ha­
waiian burial places. In the first place, during concentration
activities, all remains returned to Oahu from Pacific Zone areas
(except those stored in mausoleums) were reinterred here. In
this process, some of the deceased became separated from the mark­
ers which identified them, causing confusion and difficulty in match­
ing markers with the proper remains. Secondly, since Schofield
Barracks had been originally a post cemetery and burials had been
made before 3 September 1939 and afler 30June 1946 (the period
covered by Public Law 383), many graves contained persons ineli­
gible for repatriation. The presence of non- World \'\'ar II dead
forced exhumation units to work around them and later to concen­
trate them. In the third place, the markers for those servicemen
interred just after the attack on Pearl Harbor did not clearly indi­
cate the location of the graves. Furthermore, an absence of identi­
fication media with the remains rendered positive identification im­
possible unless the entire row of graves was disinterred or unless the
remains were sent to the identification laboratory for examination.
A fourth difficulty arose from the burial of some soldiers with parts
of other remains l a complication that posed vexatious identification
problems. Such errors no doubt sprang from lack of anatomical
knowledge on the part of those who had earlier concentrated the
bodies. Cases of this sort were referred to the identification labora­
tory, causing a delay in the final processing of remains. Finally,
regarding activities extending over a period of years had created
some very decp burials. In a few unfortunate cases, even the mark­
ers had been moved from their original positions for the sake of
better alignment. 26

By 22 September, when operations were resumed in this ceme­
tery, a total of975 remains had already been exhumed, with 1,442
more scheduled for disinterment before 10 October 1947, the dead­
line for ending this project. One week later, on 17 October, the
9105th TSU was to depart for Guadalcanal and Australia."

With few exceptions, the remains exhumed in the last phase of
work at Schofield Barracks lacked disinterment directives. Fur­
thermore, no roster nor other records were available and the plot

1) Llr. Lt Col Maurice ~latisoff, Hq ACRS-PAZ 10 Col James A. ~Iurphcy. COl
ACRS·FEZ, 13 Ocl ·17, Hist. ACRS-PAZ, '\Pi>. E, Vol. 2, Inc!. 60. PI. 5.

:·lIist, AGRS-PAZ. I. pp. 131-33.
2; Llr IIq AGRS·PAZ, 10 CG, 9105th TSU. 25 Sei> 47. App. E, Vol. 3, Incl. 59.
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map showed only the plot number, row, and grave number of the
interred person. Many grave markers carried only a small metal
tag which usually had corroded or rusted to the point of illegibility.
Had an adequate roster been prepared or had the plot map included
the name, rank, and serial number of the deceased, the wide margin
for error might well have been avoided. It must be conceded, how­
ever, that the pressing time elemelll in this instance probably pre­
cluded detajled preparations for later exhumation and identification.
On 9 October 19-t7, disinterments ended in chofield Barracks Cem­
etery, and all deceased from this burial ground rested in Mau oleum

3 ·"o. .-

A pre-exhumation inspection of Makaweli Cemetery, located
on the island of Kauai, revealed it to be in excellent condition,
with grass cut and watered and Rowers planted at appropriate
spots." In contrast to these pleasant condi tions, the living quarters
and mess hall assigned to FOS o. I were in disrepair when the
men arrived by air transport on 18 August. The buildings were
old, malodorous, and in extremely poor condition. The refrigerator
did not function and could not be repaired, and all perishables had
to be brought daily from the supply ship-a distance of four miles.'·
These conditions demonstrated clearly the importance of proper ad­
vance preparations. Difficulties encountered in unloading vehicles
and equipment further eltlphasized this point. Five hours were lost
in contacting proper authorities for permission to unload the barge."
At the cemetery, advance liaison also had been slipshod. The man­
ager of the plantation on which the cemetery was located had not
even been notified of the approaching operations nor had any pro­
vision been made for military use of private roads leading into the
area. Happily, the plantation manager co-operated admirably.

Disinterment operations at Makaweli Cemetery began on 19
August, following a brief religious ceremony. The temporary cas­
kets were badly deteriorated. In fact, the men usually had to re­
move the top, sides, and ends, lift the remains from the bottom of
the casket, and process them at the graveside. The deceased were
fairly well preserved, for most of them had been embalmed. Dur­
ing the first day, 26 remains were disinterred and stored at the cem­
etery. On the second day, the unit exhumed 48 remains, thereby

l' Opns Rpl. FOS :"0. 2. to CO. 9105th TSL', 14 OCI 47, App. E. \'01. 3. Incl. 60.
~II Rpl, Capl .\Iadisoll E. Cook. AGRS-PAZ, to O('pU{\ Chief. AGRS. APO 958.7

Au~ 4i. sub: Rc>port of CcmC'lcrv Inspection on Kauai. Ibid., App. E. Vol. 3. Incl. 38.
(1 Iii". ,\GRS·PAZ. I. pp. 117-18. ,2) Ib,d., App. E. Vol 3. Incl 39. 13) Rp>.

FOS ~o. I. to CO. 9105th TSL. APO 957, 28 .\ug 47. sub: Report of Exhumations
Ope-rations.

Ibid.. p. 118.
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completing its activities in Makaweli Cemetery. After processing,
the remains were placed in caskets, transferred to trucks. and trans­
ported to shipside, where loading began on 21 August with the help
of a crane provided by the port. At the same time, another crew
policed the cemetery grounds, removing and burning all signs and
debris. :lZ

Several recomnlendations accompanied the completion of this
project. Among them were the suggestions that "more detailed ar­
rangements be made for living and messing facilities" and that "op_
erating headquarters be located as near as possible to cemetery
site." 33 Other suggestions were offerec..l regarding supply deficien­
cies. Two pounds of hardening compound, instead of one, were
recommended for each deceased. It was also proposed that one
pair of rubber gloves be issued after the handling of each five re­
mains. Finally, about one pound of four penny shingle nails was
needed for every 30 temporary caskets. Lastly, each FOS unit re­
quired at least four embalmers.:'"

Before exhumations began at Homelani Cemetery, Hilo, Hawaii,
it was twice inspected. Capt. M. E. Cook, after visiting it late in
June, reported that the cemetery was in excellent condition.:I~ Dur­
ing August, he again inspected the area and reported a general lack
of billeting and messing facilities· He added lhat AGRS must
furnish all supplies, including gasoline and oil. 36

FOS No. I arrived at Hila by air on 25 August 1947. After its
equipment and supplies had been unloaded from the ship and trans­
poned to the cemetery, exhumations began on the morning of 27
August. Although very rainy weather prevailed, the men worked
in suitable apparel, for Hilo's frequent precipitation was well known.
Excavations proceeded easily and rapidly, but the damp and de­
teriorated condition of the caskets slowed the actual removal of
remains. 37 Upon completion of the Homelani exhumations on 2
September, the entire group of 144 remains were moved in one
convoy under police escon from the cemetery to shipside. FOS per-

~ (I) Ibid., p. 119. (2) Rpt. Capt Joseph Dickman, Hq AGRS-PAZ to Deputy
Chid i\CRS-PAZ. 21 Au~ 47. ~lIb; Repon of Tra\"('1. Kauai T. II.. .\pp. E. "01 3.
Incl <J.D.

i\temo, i\taj Colin C. Campbell, l-Iq ACRS·PAZ, 10 Deputy Chief, AGRS-I'AZ,
22 Aug 47. sub: Inspection of FOS :So. I Exhumation Operations at Kauai. T. H..
App. E. Vol. 3.lnc1.41 .

• Hisl. AGRS-PAZ. I. p. 121.
1 Rpt. Capt Cook to Chief, AGR$-PAZ. 27 Jun 47. sub; ACli\·it\ Repon of Trip to

Hilo. App. E. Vol. 3. lncl. 42.
Ibid.. I I Aug. 47 .

. Rpt, l\taj Colin C. Campbell. IIq AGRS-PAZ. to Deputy Chief. AGRS·PAZ. 29
Aug 47, sub: Operation of FOS No. I at Homelani Cemctcry. Hila, Hawaii. App. E.
Vol. J. Incl. 43.
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sonnel handled the loading of remains on the barge, which trans­
ported them to Honolulu, where they were removed to Schofield
Barracks for above-ground storage.

As a result of the Homelani operations, several recommendations
were offered, somewhat similar to those suggested after the Makaweli
exhumations. The first suggestion called for a full complement of
64 laborers to accompany any FOS unit operating independently
away from headquarters. The second recommendation pointed out
the need for more complete advance arrangements as to ship un­
loading, proper quarters, messes, supply rooms, gasoline storage,
medical service, and police contacts. The third suggestion stressed
necessity for a full complement of officers in each FOS unit. Finally,
morc liberal time allowances were requested to cover such matters
as adverse weather, loading and unloading activities, levelling and
c1eanin~ up operations, and holidays.·"

The disinterment and removal of some 133 deceased from Maka­
wao Cemetery, Maui, presented no special problems not already
encountered elsewhere in the Hawaiian Islands. The exhumations
began on 5 September and terminated on 10 September. FOS

10 . I performed the necessary tasks. The deceased were taken by
barge to Oahu for above-ground storage.

At a conference held on 25 August between AGRS officers, the
Vice Admiral of the avy, and the District Medical Officer of the
14th Naval District at Pearl Harbor, the American Graves Registra­
tion Service received permission to enter the three Naval cemeteries
in the Hawaiian Islands-Mokapu, uuanu, and Halawa. AGRS
agreed to leave these sites in a condition satisfactory to Naval
authorilies.3~

Mokapu Cemetery, Kaneohe aval Air Station, Oahu, was the
first of the three Naval cemeteries to be exhumed. FO No.2 com­
pleted the disinterment of the 18 remains there in only 2 days­
26-27 August. In addition to the general conditions encountered
in all cemeteries, Mokapu had several unusual characteristics.
Established during the feverish days immediately following the at­
tack on Pearl Harbor, it was located on a sandy point within the
Kaneohe Naval Air Station. Frequent cave-ins of the sandy soil
hampered operations, often forcing the workers to shore the sides
of the excavation as a preventive measure. In many cases, shifting
sand had moved the remains from their original positions. Some­
times they had sunk to a depth of 7 to 10 feet. The difficulty of

.", IbId.
.llt (I) lIist, ACRS·PAZ, I. p. 126. (2) Rpt, Lt Col Jos<"ph E. Conley, Chief, P&D

Dh",. AGRS·PAZ, to Deputy Chit'f. AGRS-PAZ, 25 Aug 47. App. E, Vol. 3, Incl. 49.
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exhumation was funher increased by the almost complete disiIllcgra­
tion of caskets u~cd in the initial interment. Finally, the distance
of the cemeten from both the Processin({ Center and the billeting
area cau\icd faulty communications and a loss of working time. 1O

\"hen opcra(ion~ t"nded on the second da', FOS No.2 transported
the deceased 10 ~Iausoleum Xo. 3 at chofield Barracks.

Disinterments in relati"ely lar~e Nuuanu Naval Cemetery, also
on Oahu. began on 28 August and cOl1linued through 10 Sep­
tember. FOS :\0. 2 removed 339 deceased. II Nuuanu aval
Cemetery presented se"eral special problems. It had been a
civilian cemetery in which the 0!avy had maintained a plot for sev­
eral years. .\fter the attack on Pearl Harbor, it was suddenly en­
larged to accommodate several hundred additional graves. That
part of the cemetery lIsed for these new burials had become filled
with boulders, trash, and debris, apparently through neglect. Even
the beautification process caused problems, since many markers had
been moved from the exact location of remains. Another difficulty
arose from the Aimsy nalUre of the temporary caskets, which were
often crushed by the wei~ht of the soil and boulders_ As much of
this cemetery contained civilians, the exclusion of curiosity seekers
and other civilians became almost impossible. Finally, an
inadequate road net created sc,-ere traffic congestion. I~

Orders for the exhumation of the 1.516 remains in Halawa aval
Cemeten-. Oahu, preceded actual disinterment operations by sev·
era I days. On 2 September. half of FO 1 O. 3 began exhuma­
tion activities. The ~reat depth of burials in this cemetery neces­
sitated the usc of heavy earth-moving equipment and a larger force
of workers than was originally availablc. As elsewhere, peculiar
problems and difficuhies arose. Thc cemclery lay in a vallcy, which
an-orded an excellelll \'iew from a bus)' thoroughfare, and AGRS
officials, in consequence, could not adequately screen their activilies
rrom a curious public. They had indeed to request aid from mili­
tan and ci\'ilian police to pre"em loitering by outsiders and the usc
of camerae;,

~fal)\, of the deceased in Halawa had been embalmed, causing an
cxce~si"e ret em ion of Auids and makin({ their handling difficult as
well as unpleasant Disposal of cxccssi,'c debris constituted another
problem. Ori~inal plans called for its remo\'al to the Chemical

I IliH, ,.-\GRS-P.\Z, I, pp. 116-1- 2 COTrNp rt' Completion ofOpnsof
'loL:.lpli C(·m(·tc.... 10 Oct ,r. Rt'qu~1 for R("Il'nlion ofC(·mete..... 5 Au'{ -Ii; In ptt_
(ion Rpl. Ib Oct ,- \pp. E, "01. 3, Incl. 51.

COIr('\P n' :"lIu.1nu (:t·nwlt'f\. 19 St'P '-.20 OCI ,- ,\pp. E. \-01. 3, Incl. 53 .
. !1i\I.\GRS !'.\Z. I, PP 128 19.

Opnl Dir. IA Col \l.luric(' \Iali\off. DepUl\ Chi(·r. AGRS·PAZ. 10 CO. 9J05th
rSI 1- .\ll~ Ii ..\pp, I.. \'01, .I. In<l 55.
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Warfare dump at Schofield Barracks-a distance of 20 miles. This
plan proved to be impractical because of the time required to make
the long haul, and another disposal site was located near the ceme­
tery. Here burnable material was consumed by flames and the
residue crushed by a bulldozer. The remaining material went to

the Chemical Warfare dump. Other difficulties included equip­
ment breakdowns, discovery of several remains buried together in
one casket, and traffic bOtllenecks." Exhumations at Halawa ended
on 20 September.

Mission 'If the Honda Knot

It must be constantly borne in mind that the exhumations and
removal of remains from the Hawaiian cemeteries to above-ground
storage at Schofield Barracks formed an essential part of prepara­
tions for the first repatriation shipment of Pacific war dead. Since
the departure of this shipment became a matter of national signif­
icance and interest, planning for ceremonies and other details at the
time of departure began as early as June 1947 at an AGRS Con­
ference in Washington. The conferees decided upon two initial
shipments of remains to the United States, the first from the Pacific,
where the first deaths occurred in World War II, followed almost
at once by a return of deceased from Europe."

The Commanding General, AGFPAC, submitted to the conference
his plans for the first homeward journey of Pacific remains. He
recommended: the use of the Honda Knot, a 4,000-ton ve sci,
in lieu of a reconverted Liberty Ship, since none of the latter would
be available at that time and there would not in any evellt be
enough remains ready to fill a Liberty Ship; loading of some 3,250
deceased aboard the Honda Knot; a plane escort while the Honda
Knot was still in the port area at Honolulu and a Naval escort
during the remainder of the journey; formal invitations to high
Military, Naval, and Air Force officials for the ceremony preceding
departure from Honolulu; and, reception of the Honda Knot
at San Francisco by an officer of Cabinet rank or higher. '" In July,
upon the recommendation of Col. O. W. Humphries, Hq, AGRS­
PAZ, priority in loading was granted to Pearl Harbor deceased, and
the departure date from Honolulu was set as 4 October 1947."

1 IIbl. AGRS·PAZ. I. PI'. J29~31. 2} IbId., API" E. \'01. 3. Ind. 57, Corresp
rt' Iialawa Ccm('(ery.

I (I) Ibid.. II. PI'. 229 30. (2) Conrcrcnc(' ~ot('s. ApI'. E. Vol. I. Incl. 8.
t. Ibtd., App. II, Inel. 5.
•~ \fl.-mo. ColO. \\'. Humphries to Lt Col \Iaurice ~Ialisolr. Oepul\- Chief. AGRS·

PAZ. 21 Jul-li. sub: Information Relative to Tokcn hipmenl. ApI'. II. Incl. 7.
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This date was subsequenl1y changed to I OClOber lO insure the
arrival of the Honda Knot in San Francisco on 10 October, and
finally to 30 September."

By mutual agreement between AGRS-PAZ and the 55th Medium
POrl, the former organization furnished checkers and typists to pre­
pare the Passenger Lists, Deceased (P. L. D.) in an effOrllO avoid
errors and delay. These lists were completed on 29 September, the
day before the vessel sailed. They contained the names of all re­
mains covered by disinterment directives for the scheduled shipment
and were used in checking remains during loading operations.~11

FIGURE 29. Honor Guardsjrom various services stand at parade rest as USAT
(CHO~"DA KSOYu 'eaus dock at Pearl Harbor, 30 September /947.

The Convoy List consisted of the names of those at the Mauso­
leum, where it was prepared, and served as a check for remains as
they were loaded aboard trucks going to the docks. After all
deceased had reached the port, the Convoy List was checked against
the tentative P. L. D. Port officials subsequcmly drew up a final,

,~ Rads. IIAGFPAC to CIS L. S. Arm). 25 Sep 47; HAGFPj\C 10 CG, Sixth Aron.
26 Sep 47; HAGFPAC 10 CINCo Pearl Harbor. 27 Sep 'J7. App. H, Incl. 6.

n Hist. AGRS-PAZ. II. p. 227.
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firm P. L. D. based on remains actually put on board the Honda
Knot. The entire operalion, from removal of remains at the
Mausoleum 10 final checking of the Passenger Lists, Deceased, gave
the impression of a carefully planned and well executed operation.'·

Before remains were loaded onto the Honda Knot, a thorough
inspection of the vessel took place. The superstructure and decks
had been freshly paimed, and the ship presemed a clean, pleasing
appearance. The equipment used in convoying remains from
mausoleum to shipside also had received a fresh coat of paint. Dur­
ing the loading operation, the avy flew the flags of its vessels in the
harbor at half mast.""

Only 3 days (25-27 September) were needed to convoy and stow
all caskets. The convoys were run in 10 serials, each consisting of
2 tractors with 2 flat bed trailers and I tractor with I flat bed trailer.
Mausoleum workers placed the caskets on trucks and port personnel
escorted them to shipside. The honor guards and military police,
usually helped by civilian police. acted as traffic escorts. On arrival
of the caskets to shipside, military police stood guard while the
remains were removed from trucks and placed aboard ship with
materials-handling equipment. Owing to excellem co-ordination
between the graves registration organization and the 55th Medium
Port, the Honda Knot was rapidly loaded." After all caskets
were placed on the ship, the escorts also wem aboard.

The whole operation was capped by the sailing of the Honda
Knot on 30 eptember 1947, bearing 3,027 Pacific war dead."
Its departure marked the first public evidence of the mission for
which AGRS-PAZ and other graves registration commands had
been established. These honored dead became the first to return to
the land for which they had laid down their lives."

Upon arrival at San Francisco, the master of the Honda Knot
commended the "splendid treatmem accorded him and his crew in
Honolulu" and the "high efficiency with which this operation was
conducted." The stowage of the shipping cases was excellem, and
they suffered no damage except for slight abrasions caused by fric­
tion during the homeward voyage.'"

(I) 10ul. 2) App. H. Incl. II.
/Ind.

~~ Ilist, AGRS-PAZ.II. pp 227-28.233.
, This figure fell somc\\hat short of the 3.250 deceased planned for the initial ship­

ment and probably resulted from th(" failure of sufficient disinlf:rment directivcs to
arri\c on time.

_H !list. ACRS-PAZ. II, p. 229.
~:, Ltr, Brig Ceo II. II. McKay. SFPE,to CO. 551h ~lediuOl Pon, 16 Oct 47, App.

Il, Inc1. 12.
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Repatriation From Australia and Guadalcanal

Preliminary Preparalions; Deparlure 0/9105111 TSU
Hawaiian experience amply demonstrated the need for a clear

understanding of conditions peculiar to each cemelerial area and for
advance arrangements for disinterments before they began.:'lfl Every
effort, accordingly, was made 10 comply with these concepts prior
to the arrival of graves registration personnel in Guadalcanal and
Australia. Moreover, since repatriation activities in these areas
would be carried out on foreign soil, it was also necessary to inform
the governn1ents concerned and obtain their permission to proceed
with the work.:>'

In October, then, a detail of foul' officers departed for Guadal­
canal and Australia to prepare for the arrival of the 9105th Tech­
nical Service Unit. Two of these officers left Honolulu on 17
October 1947 and arrived at Guada1canal three days later. Shortly
thereafter they were joined by the other pair, who had been tem­
porarily attached to the Search and Recovery Expedition currently
combing the Guadalcanal area. The team then separated, with two
men remaining on Guadalcanal and the other two going on to
Australia.

The two officers on Guadalcanal immediately began preparations
for the arrival of the 9105th TSU. They arranged for officer and
civilian housing, for headquarters, unit supply, and motor pool equip­
ment, and for shipment of fresh meat and other perishables by air
from Australia. An agreement was also entered into with the British
Resident Commissioner for the diversion of local laborers from ccmc­
terial maintenance 10 final preparations for repatriation. Their
work was to include reconditioning of the Processing Center and
other operational buildings and provision of storage facilities for
caskets..'>8

Operations Directive No. t, AGRS·PAZ, called for exhumations
of all remains in Auslralia and Guadalcanal. The number of
deceased involved in these operations were: ~!t

1. Guadalcanal..
2. Australia:

(a) Ipswich (Brisbane) .
(b) Rookwood (Sydney).

Grand total ...

,- Hist. AGRS·PAZ. I. pp. 136-37.
"1'/\1 10-281. p. 5.
s_ Hist, AGRS-PAZ. I, pp. 137-38 (2) Ltr, AGRS-PAZ to AGRS Guadalcanal

Detachment. 24 Oc:t 47. sub: Plans and Preparations ror Arrhal and Operations or
9105th TSU at Guadalcanal, App. E, Vol. 4. Incl. 68.

Sit Opnl Dir No. I> Phase III. 9 Sep 47; KCRC.AGRS-PAZ, 008.
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In accordance with HAGFPAC Movement Order No.2, 24 October
1947, the 9105th TSU sailed from Oahu on 31 October aboard the
USAT Goucher Victory. Troop strength should have consisted of 33
officers, 2 enlisted men, and about 500 civilians. The large num­
ber of officers and civilians reflected the tremendous effect of whole­
sale demobilization and return to the nited States of enlisted men.
Because of widespread dissatisfaction among experienced officers at
the prospect of leaving Oahu, many of them requested relief from
active duty. To bring strength up to par, the War Department
sent 17 officer, including the Commanding Officer, to Oahu by air
only a few days before the departure of the 9105th TSU."U

Adding to the troubles of the 9105th TS was the failure of about
39 civilian employees to assemble at designated points before depar­
ture. To make matters worse, many of those who did report were
in an intoxicated condition, slovenly-clothed, dirty, and unshaven.
Some of them even carried dangerous weapons. III ['eling and dis­
putes of all sorts, rampant in this wretched group of workers and
inexperienced graves registration officers, eventually culminated in
an incident on Guadalcanal approaching the proportions of a riot of
I.:ivilians against military jurisdiction." 1

Guadalcanal Exhumations

Nter an uneventful \'Dyage, the Gouchtr V,C/Ory arri"ed at Guadal­
canal on 9 November and disembarked four FOS teams, two-thirds
of a mobile port company, and equipment for exhumation oper­
ations. The remaining three FOS teams and one-third of the
mobile port company proceeded to Australia. Orr-loading, prep­
aration of supplies and equipment for early use, and the organ­
ization of operational facilities occupied the first week of these units
on Guadalcanal. A formidable task lay ahead of them. Over
3,000 remains were to be disinterred, processed, and casketed within
62 days, during the worst of the rainy season."'

LST 914 arrived from Finschhafen on 11 November, bringing 165
Filipino laborers to augment AGRS forces. Later in the month, an
additional contingent of 71 Filipinos reached Guadalcanal. This
group, although under the control of PHILRYCOM, received its
wages from the 9105th TSU."'

The USAT Walter IV. Schwenk, carrying final-type caskets and
operational supplies, arrived on 13 ovember and anchored in the

Ii I) Hist, .\GRS-PAZ. I. pp. 139--40. (2 See ftn 58 2.
lIiS!. AGRS-PAZ. I. p. 140.
(1) IbId., p. 141. .(2) \I('mo. AGRS-P.\Z for Chitf. AGRS·P.·\Z. 19 ~o, -Ii. sub:

RPl of Arrival of the 9t05th TSU at Guadalcanal. App. E, Vol. -40 Incl. 72.
II lIist, AGRS·PAZ. I, I). 142.



REPATRlt\TIO:,,\ FRO\l PACIFIC A:"'D ASIATIC \IAI:'iL.\~D AREAS 537

bay until the GQuch" I'iclo~)' had completed the unloading of equip­
ment and pulled away from the pier on its way to Australia.
Exhumations in the Army. Navy, and ~1arine Cemetery began
on 27 November. and by "orking six days each week, the men
disinterred and removed all remains to the Prace ing Center by 20
December. Two larg-e huts, with a passageway separatin~ them,
housed the Center. Each hut contained 3 processing lines, with 2
embalmers in each line, and I officer in charge. The number of
remains handled daily about equalled the exhumation rate. Since
the Center became intensely hot during daylight hours under a
tropical sun, all work soon took place at night between 11 P. M.
and 7 A. M. The deceased, casketed during the night l were held
in the Center and transferred during the day to the custody of the
port unit.'"

The remains were stored in three separate lots:
1. Those in temporary containers, destined for the Identification

Laboratory at Schofield Barracks, were delivered directly from the
cemetery (Q the port unit and stored in quonset huts. Great care
was exercised to make certain that all clothing, equipment. per­
sonal effects, and other items of possible identification were placed
with the remains in the temporary containers.

2. Those placed in final-type caskets destined for the Hawaiian
Distribution Center were assi~ned to another area to await shipment.

3. Those in final-type caskets destined for the mainland were
segregated according to Distribution Center in the nited States
and placed in a third area.

This system was used to facilitate unloading of the ship upon
arrival at Iionolulu. The port unit maintained a complete locator
card system for each of the three lots. As a fun her precaution
against error, an additional inspector was assigned to each process­
ing line to double-check the regular inspector. The second man
examined the remains after they had been placed in the final-type
caskets before sealin\'{. lie also checked tags and markings on the
caskets and shipping cases to be sure they ".·ere in agreement with
the disinterment directives."

After all remains had been processed and stored pending ship­
ment, a complete check of the deceased against di~intermentdirec·
ti\"es was made. There were no discrepancies. \,'hen the USAT
Cardinal O'Con,," arrived at Guadalcanal during December. loading
operations began and proceeded in an orderly manner. The mas­
ter of the ship assumed responsibility for the caskets as they reached

... (I) Ib"I.. pp. 143 H. (2) App. E. \"01 4. Incl. i6.
U Ibid.• pp. 14 I 13.
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FIGURE 30. USAT "CARDINAL O'CONNELL" bringing Wilr dtadfrom
PanJic area, pasSts undtr llu San FranciscQ-Oakland Bay Bridge, /2 February
t948.

the pier and placed all of them aboard ship before work ceased at
any given time.

When the USAT Goucher Victory returned to Guadalcanal from
Australia bearing remains from Ipswich and Rookwood cemeteries,
the USAT Cardinal O'Connt" moved away from the dock and an­
chored in the bay. The Goucher Victory then unloaded its dead.
Upon completion of this operation, it pulled away and the Cardinal
O'Conndl returned to the dock, where it received the remains from
Australia. This method of shifting the deceased was adopted be­
cause the hatches of the two ships did nOt permit a direct transfer.
After this operation had been completed, supplies, equipment, and
personnel of the 9105th TSU were placed aboard the Goucher Vic­
tory, which sailed from Guadalcanal on J2 January 19-18 for aipan.
The Cardinal O'Conndl, carrying the dead from both Australia and
Guadalcanal, headed for Hawaii.

The Guadalcanal operation had been marked by several unusual
problems:

I. Low morale of workers, stemming from the inadequacy of rec­
reational activities, despite the provision of some movies and library
materials, and from the delay in payment of workers because of the
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time lag between submission of payrolls and the arrival of the dis­
bursing officer from Hawaii.

2. Lack of satisfactory communications between Zone and 9105th
TSU Headquarters.

3. The necessity for finishing the operation without enain sup­
plies and equipment, which were needed in larger quantities than
had been anticipated before the unit's departure from Hawaii.

4. The presence of live ammunition and grenades buried with the
deceased, making exhumations hazardous. I

•
1I

Auslrahall OptrallollS

Work in Australia had begun with the arrival of the Gourh"
Victol')' at Brisbane on 17 November. All necessary arrange­
ments and preparations had been completed. Customary passport
requirements haJ been waived, and housing and messing facilities,
a motor pool area, and procurement of fuels and lubricants had
been arranged for. Hi

By 20 ovember, the Goucha Victor)' had been completely un­
loaded. The civilian workers were housed and messed at Amberlv
Field, RAAF, Ipswich, Queensland, where quarters strikingly
resembled those found on any nited States Army post. The
Australian Government furnished all needed housekeeping equip­
ment, including bedding and cleaning materials. The Amer­
ican Government pro\·ided extra civilian employees to keep the
quarters clean and to assist in the mess used by American civilians.h

'4

Locally hired clerical workers were assigned to Field Operating Sec­
tions. Plans had now been completed for exhuming Ipswich Cem­
etery, Brisbane, beginning on 25 November 1947. The USAT
Walta Schwenk, carrying 1,896 final-type caskets, hardening com­
pound, and other technical mortuary supplies, arrived in Brisbane
on the 26th, and unloading of the ship began on the following day.

Meanwhile, nited States 1ausoleum No.4 had been established
at Redbank, Queensland, and served as a processing center. Red­
bank, located on the Brisbane-Ipswich Road, was about 8 miles
from Ipswich Cemetery and 16 miles from Brisbane."" Because of
these distances, and the inadequacies of organic transportation, a
commercial carrier moved the caskets to the Mausoleum. This sit­
uation had been anticipated. since the shipping space allocated to

,.& (I) Ib,d., p. 1:>0. (2) .\pp. E. \'01. 4. Inels. 80. 81 .
•, Ibtd.. App. E. \'01 .J. Incl. 89.
•~ Ibid.. p. 154 .
• 0 Llr. Capt R. C Se\erson. Q\IC. GRO 10 CO. AGR -PAZ. 12 :'\0\ 4i. App. E.

Vol. 5, Incl. 84.

)
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FIGt:RE 31. .\1ain mtranu to Rookwood GtmtltT) , ~)'dnt). Australia, whirt
Amnicon un'iumtn l1:trt bunid.

AGRS-PAZ precluded Ihe transportation of any extra vehicles to
Australia, and arran~ements for use of local trucks had been con­
cluded before exhumations began.'"

Disinterments and final-type casketing at Ipswich Cemetery fol­
lowed the procedures used in Hawaii. The constant daily rainfall
constituted the chief delaying factor. Unfortunately, graves regis­
tration planners had completely overlooked local weather conditions
at that lime of year (late spring) in Australia. Torrential storms,
which swept the area <.luring the late afternoon hours and at night,
created working conditions that severely tested human endurance.
Furthermore, the site of Ipswich Cemetery proved to be an unhappy
one. Although il presented a fine exterior appearance, workers
soon discovered that its water table lay less than five feet below the
surface. This disconcertin~ facl. coupled with the thick clay and
heavy rain, added to the dIfficulties. Only lhe payment of high
wag'" rendered possible the completion of the project within the
rigid schedule."

Before the 9105lh TSU arrived, arrangements had been com­
pleted with Australian authorities to remove the American dead
from Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney, for shipment to Mausoleum No.

Ttl Ltr. AGRS-PAZ La Capt Sevcrson. GRG. 27 Oct 47. App. E. Vol,), Incl. 90.
11151. AGRS-PAZ, I. pp. 155·56.
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4. Exhumations be~an in this cemetery on 17 lo\"ember, by coin­
cidence the ,'er)' day the Gouchtr Ficlory' reached Australia. Local
laborers performed the actual disintermcnt operations at Rook­
wood. As in Ipswich, the procedures closely paralleled those
emplovcu in the Hawaiian lslands, After careCul processing accord­
ing to .\ustralian health re~ulations, remams were moved by truck
10 the nearest railway Cor shipment to Brisbane. •\t all times, a tar­
paulin covering concealed the caskets Crom ,"iew. ..\n American ex­
serviceman, then residing in Australia, escorted each shipment of
remains 1O ~1atlsoleum ~o .....-

Exhumations in bOlh Australian cemeteries had ended by 20
December, and loading or the deceased aboard the Goucher Victory
was immediately begun. The Australian Government and patri­
otic organizations in Brisbane carried out a simple ceremony on
22 December 1947. as a final tribute to the fallen Americans. The
remains oC one unknown serviceman were placed on a g-un carriage
and escorted through the city to King George quare. The cortege
stopped in Cront oC the City Hall, where wreaths were laid bv offi·
cers oC the:- Commonwealth, the city, patriotic or~anizations,and by
the American Consul. The cortege then ffiO\·cd 10 :"lewstead \ Vharf
where taps were ounded and three volleys fired. It was most fit­
ting that this tribute occurred in Brisbane, Cor it was there that
Americans first landed in ,\ustralia.;

Repatriation from MARBO

DuringJanuary 1918. the major activit}' oCthe Craves Reg-istra·
tion Service in the ~1ARBO Sector, Far East Zont', embraced the
processing and final-type cao;;keting oC approximately 2,000 remains
destined Cor early shipment either to the United StaLes or lO Ilawaii
for permanent overseas burial. The main ponion oC the 9105th
TSU, comprising parts of seven FO teams and one Port Company,
arrived at Saipan Crom Cuadalcanal on 17 January aboard the
USAT CoIlC"" VictOry'. The unit soon \\'as reorganized into five full
FOS teams and one Port Company. Three or the teams would
perform cemeterial exhumation and the other two would work at
the Processing Center:' The 9105th TSU would carry out all
AGR operations. except search and recO\·ery. while the Adminis­
tration, Supph". and Records ections would continue to function

Rpl. Capl Sf'\'t"I"";(m. GRO. RooL.\\uud. 30 .\0\ 47 \Ilp. E \·01. 5. Incl 9-J.
(I) 1111>1. ACRS-PAZ. l. p. 158, 2· Corrt'sp fro Ct-rromon~ hdd in Australia fOf

Return of WW 11 Amronun ~ad. App. E. Yol 5. Incl. 9-
,. (I) N'arrali\-ro for January 1948. KCRC-:\GRS.\1r\RBO. 314.7. 21 Hist. AGRS­

\1ARRO. 1947 48. I. p. 73.
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under ~IARBO Section Headquarters. Before disinterments be­
gan, MARBO authorities fixed the processing quota at 160 remain
daily in order to meet the late February deadline for the first repa­
triation shipment from Saipan."

Exhumations commenced on 9 February 1948 in the 2d 1arine
Division Cemetery and later continued in the 27th Army Division
and 4th Marine Division Cemeteries. The 9105th TSU, after long,
hard training and experience in Hawaii, Australia, and Guadalcanal,
co-ordinated its methods, gained through such experience, with those
of graves registration forces in MARBO. In the 2d Marine Divi­
sion Cemetery, the men encountered considerable difficulty in es­
tablishing identifications, for original intermelll had occurred under
combat conditions and the later realignment of crosses often did not
agree with plot maps. During February 1948, the strength of the
9105th TSU on aipan, both military and civilian, reached its peak.
At that time it had 78 officers, 65 enlisted men, and 1,094 civilian
employees, including 631 Filipino laborers. ,,;

Early in February, a conference was held on Saipan to draw up
final plans and assign responsibilities for the dockside ceremony
scheduled for the 26th, when the Waller W. Schwmk would cast her
lines and head out to sea, carrying the first group of World ,Var 11
deceased from MARBO." All plans were submitted to the Com­
manding General, MARBO, for approval. On 23 February, rep­
resentatives from G-3 Section, MARBO Command, arrived from
Guam to act as the co-ordinating agency for the whole program.

As planned, on the morning of 26 February 1948, the USAT
Walter W. Schwenk, shining with polished brass and a new coat of
paint, lay anchored at the aipan pier. A thread of smoke rose
from the stack which had been empty during the long days of
loading the caskets aboard. Facing the re\'iewing stand was the
flag-draped catafalque, around which were gathered service families,
workers, and those wearing the uniforms, khaki and white, of the
Army, Navy, and Marines. In the hold of the ship lay the silent
dead. High officials of AG RS-MARBO and the Far East Com­
mand filled the flower-wreathed reviewing stand. Throughout the
ceremony, the sharp crack of the saluting batte~y re-echoed against
the harsh crags of Mount Tapotchau, which many of the dead in the
ship had scaled in order to win Saipan. After the addresses and
prayers, representatives of all services carried wreaths to the cata­
falque, where honorary wreath bearcrs received them and, to the

, 11;". AGRS-~I,\RBO. 1947-18.1. p. 74.
16/bid., Ill. 1948 49. p. 87.
" Ib,d. I. pp. 78 79.
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chords of Chopin's Funeral March, carried them up the gangplank
to Tumbcr 2 Hatch.'"

vVhen the bearers returned to their position facing the massed
troops, benedictions \vere said, and the firing squad raised its guns
for the final salute. As the last notes of taps sounded, the ship's bell
rang, the gangplank was raised, and the order to "cast ofT" was given.
After a moment of silence, the ship moved slowly a ...... ay from the pier
amid the strains of" carer My God to Thee." As the Walltr 1-t'.
Schwenk reached the outer reef, silver-winged escort planes dropped
the final wreaths Onto her deck. Over 6,000 miles away, in villages,
on farms, and in cities throughout America, families of the deceased
in this ship awaited their return. Il1

Several repatriation shipments from Saipan followed during the
ensuing months. Nearly 2,000 deceased sailed on the Albert 80e
in April 1948, and some 1,600 on the USAT Dal/oll Victory inJuly
1948. It will be recalled that during the period from early May
until late August, a total of over 10,000 dead from Okinawa were
sent in four increments to Saipan for above·ground storage while
awaiting repatriation./lO These remains formed large portiolJs of
outgoing shipments during the closing months of 1948 and in Jan­
uary 1949.

In October 1948, the Commanding General. MARBO, received
instructions from Memorial Division, OQt\lG, concerning the
movement of all World War II deceased in the custody of AGRS­
MARBO on the island of Saipan.1ll These instructions dealt with
three main categories of remains:

I. In the first group were those deceased for which disinterment
directives had been received, indicating repatriation to the United
States.

2. The second category covered those destined for permanent
burial at Honolulu, T. H., including remains for which disinterment
direclives had indicated overseas interment, all "known" dead for
which no disposition instructions had been received by AGRS­
MARRO, and all Hunknowns" on which current action for final
resolution still pended, or which were in some way associated with
other remains.

3. The last group comprised those unknown deceased for which
no current resolulion or action pended. These remains were·tO be
shipped to Manila for permanent burial in Fon rvlcKinley Cemetery.

~ .. Ibid•. pp. i9-BO.
~u IbId.. pp. 80 81.
·t, $r-(' pp. 424-26.
" Ltr, Col L. R. Talbot, :"Icm Oi\". OQ:"'IG 10 CG. :"IARBO. '28 Oct 48. sub: MO\i('·

ment of Remains, 293.
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By I February 19-1-9, after processin~ and shipping out a grand
IOtal of O\'er 20,000 dead, including the remains from Okinawa, the
task of gra\'es registration forces in ~IARBO, for all practical pur­
poses, was completed. A skelelOn staff remained 10 handle the
administrative and physical close-out of the organization. The
Pacific Zone (AGRS-PAZ) had meanwhile assumed. responsibility
for the deceased for whom no disinterment directives had been re­
ceived, for those whose final disposition had not been determined
because of cancellation or suspension of disinterment direCli\"es, and
for those cases involving major discrepancies .... .:

Repatriation from Japan

The recovered dead in the jAP-KOR eclOr had rested above
ground at Yokohama since the completion of disinterment and
identification operations in january 1948. [n the autumn of that
year, the USAT Do/lOll r'I[IO~I' came to Yokohama 10 transport the
remains 10 final burial points. After routine loading operations,
the remains of 1,272 servicemen lay in the hold of the ship.

On the morning of I OClOber 1948, ceremonies took place at
South Pier, Yokohama. In the reviewing stand were Lt. Gen.
\\'alter H. Walker, CG, Eigth Army, members of his staff, repre­
sentatives of the Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, and diplomatic
representatives of the Allied nations.'" After the invocation and an
address by General Walker, members of the services and the
diplomatic corps placed wreaths upon the Rag-draped catafalque in
the center of the square, The Army Air Force Chaplain gave the
benediction, and a final wreath was carried up the gangplank onto
the ship. Three sharp volleys and the clear notes of taps Roated
out over the waters of Tokyo Bay, where a little more than three
years previously the Japanese had signed the surrender document
aboard the battleship Missouri, ending World War II. Then, to the
lOlling of the ship's bell, and the familiar music of "Nearer My God
to Thee," the USAT Do/lOll ViclOry left the pier and headed out to
sea.!'I~

From japan, the ship sailed to Saipan and took aboard 218 un­
knowns for transportation to Manila, where these remains, plus about
50 more unknowns fromjapan, were discharged and eventuallv in­
terred in the permanent Fort McKinley Cemetery. After leav­
ing the Philippines, the Do/lOll J'i[lo~)' proceeded 10 Hawaii and
discharg~d those deceased whose next of kin indicated prefer-

'1I;st. ,\LRS-\IARllO. 1946-49. 111. p. 88.
, lIist. AGRS-JAP,KOR. 1945 18. p. i6.

f IbId.. pp. 76
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ence for overseas burial. The others were transported to San Fran­
cisco"; About 986 of the deceased still in japan, including some
247 cremated dead, were subsequently repatriated on cargo vessels
in small increments as identification was completed and as ship
space became available.

Repatriatian fram PHILRYCOM and Asiatic Mainland

Plans for returning American dead from PHILRYCOM had been
underway for several months before the SAT Lt. George W. Boyce
departed in May 1948 with the first group of remains. In jan­
uary 1948, Col. Everett Busch, Memorial Division, OQMG, indi­
cated to the Commanding General, PHILRYCOM, the desirabil­
ity of repatriating a minimum of 6,500 deceased from this area by
30june 1948, the target date for the return of 50,000 remains from
the former war theaters. He announced that over 5,800 disinter­
ment directives had been sent to PHILRYCOM and that enough
additional ones would be forwarded to meet the minimum quota.";

On 28 january, General Horkan, Chief, 1emorial Division,
OQMG, informed the Commanding General, 'PHILRYCOM, that
disinterment directives covering remains from the five Finschhafen
cemeteries and from Manila No. I would be released to PHILRY­
COM Headquarters by I March 1948. He pointed out that cas­
keting operations should be performed during 1arch and April in
accordance with the chedule for the Return of World \Var 1I Dead,
dated 1 I ovember 1947. In the spring of 1948, then, the tempo of
graves registration activities in PHILRYCOM increased sharply.
All efforts centered on meeting schedules. The AGRS Mausoleum
at ichols Field installed processing lines for final-type casketing,
and with slight operational changes, it became possible to increase
daily cilsketing of remains from 200 to 600. In the period from
April through September, disinterment directives for approximately
8,191 deceased were received. These remains were processed. cas­
keted, and turned over to the Remain Depot for storage pending
shipment or permanent overseas burial." The Remains Depot also
served as a Distribution Center. During its entire existence, it re­
ceived approximately 33,000 remains from temporary cemeteries
throughout PHILRYCO 1 and from other Pacific commands"

- Inl("n. :-'Iaj Robert G, La,. Re-gistration Rr. \Irm Oi" OQ~IG. 13 :\'0\ 53.
M. Ltr. Busch to CG. PHI LR YCOl\I, 27 Jan 48, ub: Target for Return of Remains

through 30June 1948; KCRC-AGRS-Far East, 293.
"(I) II;Sl. AGRS-PZ, 1 Apr to 30 Scp 48, p I; KCRC-AGRS-PIIILRYCOM,

314.7. (2) The Remains Depot was established in ~(a)' 1948 for all casketed remains
awaiting either burial or repatriation .

•, Same as ftn. 87 (I).
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In May 1948, the first repatriation ship, the USAT Lt. George
W. BOJce, arrived at Manila. After routine loading operations,
a solemn ceremony honored the 4,459 deceased aboard the vessel.
Wreaths lined part of the ship's rail and a huge American flag hung
amidships, to the right or the low cataralque on the pier. Many
high officials attended, including President Quirino or the Philip­
pines, Maj. Gen. George F. Moore, CG, PHILRYCOM. Rear Ad­
miral Christie, Commander) United States Naval Forces in the Philip­
pines, and Brig. Gen. Oliver, Deputy Commander, 13th Air Force.89

After the ceremony, as the USAT Lt. George W. Boyce moved away
from the pier, six Piper Cubs of the Philippine Air Force dropped
floral wreaths and a 21-gun salute rang out. Four PHILRYCOM
enlisted men escorted their fallen comrades to the United States for
final interment.

Three more repatriation shipments followed within'a compara­
tively short period. On 9 June, the Morris E. Crain departed for
San Francisco, carrying 1)941 American deceased. On 17 July,
the Dalton Victory sailed with 3,961 American remains. The Morris
E. Crain returned to Manila on 10 August, unloaded 7,200 empty
caskets and departed for San Francisco on 20 August) with 3,539
deceased aboard." During the period from May through Septem­
ber, the four shipments carried a total of some 13,900 remains.

While these repatriation activities were being consummated, final
concentrations were completed. These involved the disinterment
and removal or remains from Manila No.2 Cemetery to the AGRS
Mausoleum at Nichols Field, and the transfer or all deceased from
Ft. McKinley Post Cemetery to a new POSt Cemetery at Fl. Stotsen­
burg. The removal of dead from Ft. McKinley Post Cemetery,
which began in January and ended in May 1948, emanated from
the decision or the OQ~1G to establish on its site, the new perma­
nent American National Cemetery, which later became known as
Manila American or Fe McKinley Cemetery,1I1

It will be recalled that ~1anila No.2 constituted the last burial
ground scheduled for disinterment and transfer or its dead to the
Manila Mausoleum. lI

:! Exhumations averaged about 250 remains
daily, and the project ended on 20July 1948. The last deceased
were removed to the Mausoleum on the rollowing day, when the flag
was lowered ror the last time, after having flown continuously over
this point since 7 April 1945." All temporary burial places in

n Hist. ACRS-PZ, p. 31.
1HI Ibid., pp. 32-33.
III Ibid., p. 24 .
•~ See Ch. XIII, p. 416.
Il3 Final Historical Rpt of USAF Cemetery Manila No.2, AGRS-PZ. pp. 5-6.
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PHILRYCOM now were closed,just over twO months after the first
repatriation vessel had left l\lanila. Homeward shipments of the
deceased continued, meanwhile, and by the autumn of 1949, this
activity neared completion. For all practicable purposes, a long.
burdensome, and somber task had ended in the widespread Far East
Zone.

Since removal of all located American deceased in the China
Zone occurred in the spring of 1947, as previously related, the only
remaining repatriation operations on the Asiatic l\lainland occulTed
in the India-Burma Zone. It will be recalled that all rccovereJ
American dead in this Zone had been moved into the Barrackpore
Mausoleum by late November 1947'" This group, numbering
about 3,500, rested there until the arrival of the repatriation ship,
the AIbtrt M. Bot.

During this waiting period, the staff at Hq, AGRS-IBZ, prepared
final rosters, which covered the deceased from both Kalaikunda and
Barrackpore cemeteries-the last two large burial grounds disinterred
before removing all American war dead to the Barrackpore Mauso­
leum. These rosters were checked against the shipping boxes con­
taining the stored remains in the Mausoleum. 95

The Albut M. Bot arrived at Calcutta on 23 December, six
days ahead ofschedule. After receipt ofa roessage from the OQMG
giving instructions as to the disposition of property on hand, it be­
came necessary for both military and civilian personnel to work
overtime in order to meet a sailing deadline of 15 January 1948.
During the movement of remains from the Mausoleum to shipside,
rank was forgotten as officers and enli ted men worked side by ide
to load the dock-bound com·oys. Two handlings were necessary at
shipside-one, when the caskets were placed on pallets before being
lowered into the hold; and another, when they were stored on the
ship. AGRS officials believed that the operation would be more
successful if curiosity seekers were oblivious to the proceedings. This
work, in consequence, was done under cover of darkness, and the
local inhabitants did not interfere in any way. Two nights-28 and
29 December-were needed to complete the loading operations, dur­
ing which all available employees were pre ed into service."

Graves registration personnel spent the early part of January 1948
loading necessary supplies and equipment aboard the Albut M.
Bot. This assignment was not a simple one, for it demanded the
segregation of the cargo according to destination. After segrega-

l+l Set' Ch. XIII. p. 4-11.
II"•. AGRS-IBZ. Sec. II. Ch. \'11. p. 36.
i1) tbld. pp. 3839. 2) Rpt. GR & Repa. Opn•. AGRS-IBZ. 31 Dee 47.
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tion, the task of packing and crating supplies confronted the workers.
On 13 January, the last supply trucks moved to the docks where
final loading took place.

That same da}', the Alberl M. Boe left Calcutta and stopped
nearby for refueling before continuing its journey on 15 January, the
date originally set for departure. The sailing of this vessel marked
the end of the length}' task of removing all recovered World War II
dead from the Asiatic ~Iainland. These Americans, who had lost
their lives in the faraway India-Burma Zone, would now finally rest
either in their own native soil, 01' eventually in the National Me­
morial Cemetery of the Pacific at Honolulu, often referred to as lhe
"Punchbowl." 1:11'

The work that had been performed by mortuary personnel re­
ceived warm praise from the Naval Commander of the Albert M.
Bot. He asserted that "1 have never seen Army personnel on shore­
side work so diligently, consistently, and effectively to a given end
as I have at this port." 911

Recapitulation

The. problems anJ activities in repatriating the dead from the vast
Pacific area have been traced, beginning with the cClHral Pacific
and ending on the mainland of Asia. The plan to return the war
dead to the United States for permanent bUl"ial met with general
approval. A sizable majority of the next of kin expressed their pref­
erence for repatriation rather than for overseas interment. or ap­
proximately 86,000 remains recovered through June 1951 from the
Pacific area commands and the Asiatic Mainland, a total of 54,692
received final interment in their native soil.!l!+

This accomplishment, together with a similar achievement in Eu­
rope, constituted a great feat. Before the American repatriation
program was undertaken l no nation had ever made so tireless and
costly an effort to locate, identify, and repatriate its war dead. Never
had a nation demonstrated so high a consideration for the families of
those who gave their lives in battle. The Return of the Dead Pro­
gram of \'Vorld vVar 11 in the former Pacific war theaters has pro­
vided a proud chapter in American history, and particularly in the
annals of the Quartermaster Corps.

Because lhe "Punchlx)\\ I" was not read}' for inlCrmcntS until earl~ 1949, the India·
Burma remains destined for permant'm o\crseas burial were placed in a ~tausoleum

In Hawaii pending final disposition .
•- Llr. Cmdr II. E. Randall. L:S~R to CO. AGRS. CtHnp Knox. Calcull3. 15Jan

18. sub: Appreciation. citt..d in lIis!.\GRS·IBZ. Src. II. Ch. \'11. pp. 40-.J.1.
$" Statistical Review of Permanent Disposition of World War II Dead. D/A. OQ~IG.

pp. 10-11.




