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MEMOR IALIZATION OF NON-RECOVERABLE
REMAINS OF WORLD WAR 11

THIS FILE HAS BEEN AUDITED FOR NON-RECOVERABILITY

INAME (Last, First, Middle)

[ARM OF SERVICE

DATE OF DEATH

INAME OF AUDITOR

NAME OF REVIEWER

REMARKS

SERIAL NUMBER

A OF DEATH
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ALLEJ 201-Praeger, Ralph B, (0) 1st Ind
(15 May 50)
SUBJECT: Identification of World War II Deceased
Hq CGSC & Ft Leavenworth, Kansas, 17 May 1950
TO: Commanding General, Camp Campbell, Kentucky
Forwarded to your commend as Major Thomas S. Jones, 052403, Cav,
is not due to report to this station prior 27 August 1950, per Par 9,
Special Orders 64, Dept of the Army, dated 3 April 1950,

FOR THE COMMANDANT:

BERTHA G,/ MOSER
Major, WAC
Asst Adjutant General

AICJA O 201-Praeger, Ralph B. (0) =2d Ind
(15 May 50)
SUBJECT: Identification of World War II Beceased
HEADQUARTERS FORT CAVFBELL, Fort Campbell, Kentucky, 23 May 1950
THRU: Commanding Officer, 76th Heavy Tank Battalion, Fort Campbell, Kentucky

TO: Major Thomas S. Jones, 76th Heavy Tank Battalion, Fort Campbell,
Kentucky

Attention is invited to basic communication for necessary action.

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL MATHEWSON:

7 ) A (S 1
<T\ VL/fR“vl "Tz’lz(QfL“
JrJ ¥. HARPER, Jr.
1st Lt., Inf
Actg Asst Adj CGen
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

In RerLY rerer ToWLOMT 293 15 May 1950
PRAEGER, P.alph. B,
Major, 021185

SUBJECT: Identification of World War II Deceased

THRU Commandant
CGsC
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

Major Thomas S. Jones
Student Detachment CGSC
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

1. Bvery effort is being expended by this Office and the American
Graves Registration Service overseas to recover and identify the remains
of all American deceased personnel of World War II. To complete this
project, burial information and identifying material for such personnel
are essential.

2. At the present time, an investigation is being conducted to
determine the names of all military personnel executed by the Japanese
in the Cninese Cemetery, Manila, Luzon, Philippine Islands, The great
difficulty of maintaining records of death and burials during the
Japanese occupation of the Philippines is readily understood, end it
is for this reason that such information from all sources assumes a
particular importance in the recovery and identification of the remains
of the men who died tnere.

3. A letter recently received from Mrs. Gertrude E. Praeger,
mother of Major Ralph B. Praeger, states tnat you were the lone survi-
vor of the Japanese trials in Bilibid Prison, Manila, and could possibly
offer some information regarding an arm fracture, which Major Praeger
sustained when he was a member of a guerilla unit. t is requested thnat
you furnish any information or knowledge you may have concerning the
nature and location of the fracture, and any knowledge you may have of
the Japanese executions and trials, listing, to the best of yoursmemory,

mes of the personnel involved, dates of death and-circumstances.iw
-

~

FOR THE ACTING TEE QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL:
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r. .G FORM
g.’v IGAPg 48 638

OFFICE ur' THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF (HE ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

MESSAGE

)

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—49650-5
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>

B
~C 4G FORM
"1 sep 1945 038

OFFICE <+ THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL Ot (HE ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

3 4 5
_TO— DATE MESSAGE
P March

QM Liaisop 1950 1. Request S R & D reports for the following:
Dffice
Pentagon| BARKER, Joseph R., 0-21155

T DALTO, Salvadore E., 19 038 423
GOLDSBOROUGH, Edwin G., 0-2031900
KLUGE, Herman C., 0-890368
MOSES, Martin 0-16924
NACAR, Maximo RB-318 595
NAKAR, Gillermo A., 0-888 070
NOBLE, Arthur K., 0-17780
|PRAEGER, Ralph B., 0-21185
STRAUGHIN, Hugh 0-2515
THOMAS, Roy E., 0-424761

Request copies of the following documents:

a.Affidavit of Emmett F. Ellis (civilian), dated
14 February 1945 (file 201-Ellis, Emmett F.).

b.Affidavit of Bdda Bailey Needham, Batong Buhay,
Lubuagan, Kalinga, P.I., dated 21 February 1945
(201-Needham, Edda Bailey).

c Affidavit of Private Raymundo Camonayon, ASI
10 305 183, PS Det. HQ, AFPAC, APO 500, dated
13 March 1945 (201-Camonayon, Raymundo).

d.Affidavit of Colonel Alejandro T. Santos, Guerrilla
Army Forces, USAFFE, dated 14 September 1945
(file 777, document 20).

e.Affidavit of Colonel P, L. Briones, Guerrilla
Army Forces, USAFFE, dated 14 September 1945
(file 777, document 20).

f.File 501-1-14, page 220, Japanese Military
Prison Records.

g.File 1000-2-8, page 1165, Japanese Military
Prison Records.

h.File 81, 21 September 1944, page 6.

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

16490504  GPO
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O 1o 638
OFFICE ¢« "THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF dE ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1 | 2 4 5
No. FROM I DATE MESSAGE

(continued)

[d Sec QM Liaiso i.Report of Frederick H, Stevens (file 201-Thorp,
Claude A.).

J.Report of John Lenehan, page 9.

k.Report of Edward C. Keith Jr., 2 January 1945
(201-Thorp, Claude A.)

1.Interrogation Report #8360, 443rd CIC Detachment,
USAFFE, dated 25 January 1945.

M.USAFFE G-2 Report on the capture of Sgt. Everett R.
Brooks, 6 938 045, turned in at Brisbane, Australia.

n.Classified message numbers: 071114, 028024, 346086,
346086, 092032, 355104, 064045, and 053059, on file
in the classified Message Unit, Mail and Message
Section, Casvalty Branch, AGO.

0.S8ixth Army, G-2 report, 17 February 1945 (20l-Jones,
Thomas A., ASN 0-326942)

p.Statement of Major Charles W. Folson, 0-338536, MC,
dated 31 January 1945 (file 777, document 20).

q.Check Sheet from AG-Casualty (Rear USAFFE) To: G-2,
USAFFE, 29 March 1945 (file 201-Moses, Martin)

r.Notes of Captain Thomas S. Jones, dated 17 February
1945 (file 201-Jones, Thomas S.).

s.Letter GHQ, USAFFE, Luzon Guerrilla Army Forces, 10
June 1945, signed by Major Edwin P. Ramsey, Cav.,
Commanding, to CG XI Corps for transmittal to GHQ,
AFPAC (file 777, document 20).

It is requested that your action be expedited since a
congressional inquiry is involved.

Sanbotrn, T.
71564

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

16—406504  GPO
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L 9
(o 638 |
OFFICE u. THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF A4E ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

|78 | odre | _ wesdaces e
l‘!Id See !;M Liaisg ls Request all available dental &nd physicgl
%Office b; characteristics for:
|Mem Div [Pentagon
Sanborn, T BARKER, Joseph Re, 0-21155
71564 | DALTO, Salvadore E., 19 038 423
l GOLDSBOROUGH, Edwin G., 0=2031900
JHERUAN, Cogr 0~890368
MOSES, Martin 0-0-16924
NAKAR, Gillermo A., 0888070
NOBLE, Valerio 10 303 256
PRAEGER, Ralph Be, 0-21185
STRAUGHN, Hugh 0=2515
THOMAS, Alr)) L., 0-424761
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T T Idsec|
Pent Liais Id Br i Completed 371 forms returned herewith,
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THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

16406504  GPO
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HEADQUARTERS BaM/bvic
COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE
AND

FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

In reply refer to:

ALLEJ 17 May 1950

SUBJECT: Identification of World War II Deceased

The Quartermaster General
Department of the Army
Washington 25, De Ce

Letter, your office, above subject, file OMGMT 293, addressed
through this headquarters to Major Thomas S. Jones has been forwarded
to Commanding General, Camp Campbell, Kentucky as Major Jones is not
due to report to this station prior 27 August 1950, per Par 9, SO 64,
Dept of the Army, dtd 3 Apr 50

FOR THE COMMANDANTS

BERTHA G. MOSER
Major, WAC
Asst Adjutant General




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

SVERVN T

089 2 ¢

SHALYVN

Wy
W




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Identification of ¥World Yar II Deceased

Comnandant
Caa
Yort Leavenworth, Kasneas

Major Thomas ©, Jones
Student Detachment CGSC
Fort Leavenworth, Kanscas

1. ¥very effort is being expended by this Office and the inerican
Graves Reglstration Serviece oversens to recover and identify the ng
of all Awericsn deceased personnel of Vorld ¥ar II. To complete this
project, burial inforustion and identifying material for such personnel
are essential,

2. At the present time, an investigation is belng conducted to
determine the nemes of all military personnel executed W) 0 Japanese
in the Chinese Cometery, Mumila, lugon, Philipuvine I The great
difficulty of meintaining records of death and burd luring the
Japsnese occupation of the Fhilippines is readily und od , and 1t
ig for this resson that such information from all sources assw a
particular importance in the recovery and identification of the romains
of the men who died there.

Se A letter recently received from lMrs, Gertrude E, Praeger,
mother of Major Ralph B. Prasger, states that you wore the lone survie
vor of the Japanese trials in Bilibid Prisom, Manila, and could possibly
offer gome information regarding an arm fracture, which lMajor Prasger
sustained when he was a member of a guerills wnit, It is requested that
g you furnish any information or Imowledge you jaay have concerning the
nafure and leeation of the fracture, and apy knowledge you may have of
the Japsnese executions and triels, listine, €6 the best of your menory,
names of the personnel involved, dates of death =nd dircumastances.

ACTING THR QU 1 HR OPIRRAL:

ecs Adm Section

o, Sanborn:?jsah:m i Memorial Division
L. M, Whigeh\
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QUAMT 293

PRAEGER, Ralph B,
Maj 021 185

Nre He A« Praeger Sr.
Farmer's futual Insurance Company
Clafin, Kansas

Dear Mr. Praeger:

Your letter dated April 15, 1950 concerning the civili dental
records for your son, Major Ralph B. ‘raeger, has been received. It
is unfortunate that these records are not avaeilable, hov I wish
to assure you that our investigation is continuing € v effort
is being expended to identify the remains of your sons

Your reference to jor Thomas S. Jones is greatly apprecisted
end we shall contact h mmediately for any information which he may
POESess.

Although it is with the deepest regret that I must inform you
that I am unable to furnish you end Mrs. PFraeger any definite infore
nation at this time, you will be advised without delay upon the
completion of our investipation.

Permit me to express again gy most sifdére sympathy in your
great loss.

#imenely yours,

Ly / ) THOHAS E. COX

I J Que
To* Sanporn: rgg -3 lemorial Division
L. . wztel Il
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H. E. GAGLEMAN, Vice-Pres., Gres. Bend, Kans.

H. A. PRAEGER, PRESIDENT, ( \, Kansas Number of Membe. ‘nu;n‘y 1, 1950, 2,78
5

W1

H. J. STEFFEN, Sec.-Treas., Ellinwood, Kansas Insurance in force Juauary 1, 1950, $20,858,950

A. F. REIF, Ass't. Sec.-Treas., Claflin, Kansas Total Losses Paid from 1896 to Jan. 1, 1950, $602,541.00

Harmers Mutual Insurance Company

of Barton ounty, Ransas

(Fire, Lightning, Tornado and Hail Insurance)
ORGANIZED APRIL 12, 1896, BY FARMERS, FOR INSURANCE AT COST

CLAFLIN, KANSAS 7/ 5/ %
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Attn:
Memorial Division
Identification - Sanborn

Office of The Quartermaster General
Department of the Army
Washington 25, D. C.

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300
PMGC)
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QueMT 293 !
\GER, Ralph B. 16 March 1950
. 0-21 185

lirs, Verde Ames FPraeger
Claf'ling, Kansas
Dear lira. Praeger:

I regret the neoqssity of writing you with reference to your
son, Major Ralph Bs Praeger.

Every effort is being expended by this Office and the American
Graves Registration Service to recover and identify the remains of
all deceessed American persomnnel of World War II, I feel sure thet
you will appreciate the tremendous complexity of this undertaking,
as well as the amount of time its proper accomplishment demands. To
facilitate this project, complete dental records for an individual
are helpful and, in some instances essentials. In view of the fact
that military dental records do not elways include work accomplished
prior to entry into the service, it is often neocessary to request
this information from the family of the decedent.

Inasmuch as there is the possibility that your son may have re-
ceived treatment by a eivilian dentist which is not shown in his
militery records, it will be greatly appreciated if, in the event
this is the omse, you will secure from the dentist who treated him
a oopy of the chart usually retained by members of the dental profession
showing work performed for each patient, Should no actual records be
available to you, any information which you may recall concerning
dental work, as well as bone fractures and breaks may prove significant.

A reply at your earliest convenience.will be eppreclated, since
the information which you may possess may prove to be of material
assistance in the identification of your son's remains,
=8

j A @eolf-addressed envelope which requirds no postage is inclosed
P ) 4 3 L "
ieu aygqg to expedite delivery.
o

-

(=]

) S Hase acg t my sincere sympathy in™the great loss you have
Histaiffpd, Z

ﬁj Sincerely yours,

X

/ 4
1 /Inel I Te He METZ
( Envelope Lts Colonel, QIC
Sa¢ Adm Seotion Memorial Division
T. Sanborn:rvs
L. Mo White (W
Je Windsor
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PHYSICAL AT TIME OF INDUGCTION: DATE

W

PLACE:

EIGHT:

HEIGHT:

DENTAL

Upper
WL B . 5 B N
Lower
16 15° 7 18 18 1k 10 9 0 0 oy (5 1 - 8 U (5

Geeth: Indicate restorable carious teeth by eircling; nonrestorable carious
teeth by /; missing natural teeth by X,
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i X A niel Br
25 September 1945

_ Grade:_ MAJOR -ASN. o=2138%

Orgenization: ___26%h Cav Regs (PS)

_Eilled

1 November 1943

anila, P.I.

own

to Additionrl Pay Unknown

LMergency ACc

Relations

wn)

Source of Iaformetion:Ltr this Hq, Subj:"Review and Letermination of
the Status of Major Ralph B. Praeger, ASN 0-21185, 26th Cavalry Regile
ment (PS)", File AG 704.5 (D)(20 Sep 45) AG-KI SR &D No, 897, dated
20 Ceptember 1945.
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21 September 1945

te Col, ROBERT LINDSAY, FA, told me he
following named officers leave 61& Bilibid Pri
or about October 1943 under extremely heavy J
guard, with thelr hands tied behind their back
into a Jap truck and taken to Fort San Tiago:

Lts Col. CLAUDE 'IORPE, O~15101, 26th Cav.
Ltes Col., MARTIN MOSES, USA ( on duty with the
Philippine Army)
2 all _PRY s 0-21185, USA
Capt Josep -~ BARKE 9 0~21155, USA
Lte Col.___ NOBLE, USA

It has been common knowledge that when P.0.W's were
taken away under the above conditions they were exece
uted.

It 1s believed that Ma amsey may have additional
first-hand information concerning their subsequent e
ution., First Lt, Hill, U.S.As may also ha
first<hand information.

"/7(“/’/: / >

SN ey u//’
T+ 8 He TRAPNELL
Lt, Col 26th Cavs
0~16782
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES- ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC

APO 500

AG 704.5 (D) 4 AG-KI
SR & D No. ‘

SUBJECT : Reyiew and Determination of the Status of

T0 : The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
Attention: Chief, Casualty Branch.

1. The War Department casualty listing of military per-
sonnel in the Philippine Islands on 7 December 1941 shows the
following named individual as : L¢

2. The information contained in Exhibit A indicates the
following grades and status of subject individual for the
period shown:

a. Grade From To

b. Status

*g ydrey ‘as3seid-10g

3. Subject's name does not appear on any man-draft ros-
ters on file in this headquarters listing prisoners of war of
Japan processed for shipment to prison camps outside the Phil-
ippine Islands.

4, Sufficient time has elapsed since the reoccupation
of the Philippine Islands by United States forces for this in-
dividual, if living, to have returned to military control.
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Ltr GHQ, AFPAC, APO 500 to TAG, AG File 704.5 (D)
AG-KI, SR & D No. (continued)

. To date no documents containing information in con-
flict with the facts set forth in Exhibit A have been received
by this headquarters.

> The attached information is deemed sufficient to es-
tablish under Section 9, Missing Persons Act (Public Law 490,
77th Congress) as amended, a reasonable presumption that

while in a line of duty status, on
at ‘

and it is recommended that a determination be made to that
effect.

2 P

~ ‘,' ,"
(it -p/v ) A

g

Asst Chief, Determination Chief, Determination
Section Section

Officer in Charge,
Investigation and
Review Branch

j,} ; CONCURRED IN:

Lo b
!2;9ca541;c/{fﬁ;gt.ﬁ g zvilie §

£,

A

Legal Officer, Recovered
Personnel Division
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Ltr GHQ, AFPAC, APO 500 to TAG, AG File 704.5 (D) |
AG-KI, SR & D No. (continued)

APPROYVED

Pursuant to the authority conferred upon the Secretary
of War by Section 9, Missing Persons Act (Public Law 490, 77th
Congress) as amended, and by him delegated to the Commander-
in-Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific (WD 1ltr, 10 May
1945, Subj: Delegation of Authority Under Missing Persons
Act); and pursuant to the further authorization by the Secre-
tary of War to the said Commander-in-Chief to have such of his
subordinates as he may designate to take and authenticate
action under his supervision and direction (WD radio, W 81679,
13 May 1945), and authorization pursuant thereto by the said
Commander-in-Chief to the Adjutant General, United States Army
Forces, Pacific, to take such actlon as necessary to the
administration of the Act and authentication (Ltr, C-in-C,
AFPAC to AG, same, ‘ s Subj: Designation Under
Missing Persons Act), and on the basis of the evidence con-
tained in the above Review and Determination of Status, it has
been determined by the Commander-in-Chief, United States Army
Forces, Pacific, that:

Report of death will be issued in accordance therewith. Evi-
dence of death was received

For the Commander-in-Chief:




I
DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 |
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Ltr GHQ, AFPAC, APO 500 to TAG, AG File 704.5 (D)
AG-KI, SR & D No.

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF RECORD IN THIS HEADQUARTERS PERTAINING
TO STATUS OF

Exhibit A
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Ltr GHQ, AFPAC, APO 500 to TAG, AG File 704.5 (D) (20
AG-KI, SR & D No. £97

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF RECORD IN THIS HEADQUARTERS PERTAINING
TO STATUS OF Hajor Ralph B. Praeger, -211651 (eon't

Exhibit A
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12 Novenber 1945

Mra. Verda A. Prasger

Claflin, Kaneas

Dear Mrs. Preeger:

'l'a ia with profound vegrst that I inform you of the death
of your husband, Major Ralph B, Fraoger, 021185, Cavalry, (Philippine
%out), who was previouecly reported manlx:g in sction in the Fnilippim
Ielands from the date of the swrrender of Correglder, 7 May 1542,

An official mswrsage hes v been regeived which states
killed in sctlon on 1 Novemboer 1943 in Menila, Pailippine

I realize the groat suepense you have sndured duwring
e unfortunately long period and now, the finalily to those
wailoh you have cherlshed for his mafety. Although lLltils
sald or done at thie t{ime to alleviate your grief, 1t 1o
nq fervent hope that later the lmowledge that he gave hile life for
his country may he of sustalning comfort to you.

I extend my profound sympathy Ln your jeraavement .

I:N‘t\g( F. WITSELL

Mu.,,or Gensral
Acting The AdJutant General of the Arnmy

1 Inolosurs
WD Pamphlet No. 20-15




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

N
o
=
1
d
=y
[
t
(o]
=
j=v}
=)
o
[
g
= 3
o




DECLASSIFIED 1AW EO 13526




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

HEADQUAR
UNITED STATES ARMY FOR

Lf'» “mm’ VJ‘-';., : >?\l

M, Herman A, Praeger,
Claflin, Kansas,

aegers

Permlt me to exte:
for the loss of your so

1943, at Manila, Philippine Islands,

I regret to say that little
details swrrounding his death, B
ituation at the time, the recc
e However, we do know t
pine Islands,

e

Anything I can say is sca
your grief, It is my fervent hope
that his courage and sacrifices cont
vietory may be of sustaining comfort

the actual
1litar
f necessity
ried on Luzon,

to you in
oIy kmowledge
ed o0 the final

truly yours,

~Ang
1L

2
Adj
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C
REPORT OF DEATH Special P, I. Cg
FULL NAME -

HReport,
rig fwded 14 Nov

DATE

| ARMY SERIAL NUMBER
Prasger, Balph B, L L. LR 021185

[ HOME ADDRESS | ARM-GR SERVICE
Claflin, Kansas CAV

PLACE OF DEATH = 5 CAUSE OF DEATH \ 7S "DATE OF DEATH

STATION OF DECEASED “DATE OF ENTRY ON CURRENT "LENGTH OF SERVICE FOR

Pacitic Area : _Killed in actien ‘ 3L Dec 1944

ACTIVE SERVICE ______PAY-PURPOSES
‘ | YEARS ‘v|ONTM5‘ DAYS
Pacific Arsa - 3 | 14 June 1938 RS
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (Name, relationship, and address) =

Mr, Herman 4. Praeger, father, Claflim, Kansas
BENEFICIARY (Name, relationship, and address) 5 e e T '
Mrs, Verda Ames, Praeger,”wife, same as above
Miss Cwenneth Praeger, sister, Claflin, Kansas
INVESTIGATION o1
MADE

WAS DECEASED AUTHORIZED IN FLYING PAY OTHER PAY STATUS
IN LINE OF DUTY | OWN MISCONDUCT ON DUTY STATUS ABSENCE It STATUS ‘ (Specify below)

YES | No YES | no [ ves \ No YES ‘ No | ves NO YES [vo x [ves | no
1 =1 et T - e
ADDITIONAL DATA AND/OR STATEMENT E’.__] BATTLE NON-BATTLE

Bensficiaries Cont'd
Mr, Dirk Praeger, Mephew, same as above

B8orr, Bpt for relationship of beneficiary,
Ot gx Ryimixd A arx 455 ;

The individual named in this report is shown by the records of the War
Bepartment to have besn in a beleaguered status from 8 December 1941 to and
including 6 May 1942 (Section 14, Public “aw 490),)|and absent in a missing
in action status on and subsequent to 7 May 1942 and until absence was
terminated on 8 November 1945, on which date evide & considered sufficient
te establish the fact of death was raceived
Commander in the Pacific Area,

Previously reported father,

by the Secretary of War from a

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR

J L J
(]
M e DJUTANT GENERAL

WD AGO FORM 559 _ 1 EDITION OF | FEBRUARY 1945 MAY BE USED.
1 JUN 1945
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v
BMC foxh

AGPC«G 201 Preeger, Ralph B.
28 Feb 46) 021185

L April 1946

Mrs. Verda A. Praeger
11k4 Louisiena Street
Lavrence, Kensas

Dear Mre. Praeger:

1 have received your letter of 28 February 1946, in which you
request that the neme of your son be imcluded in the records of your
husbend, Major Relph B. Preeger, who wae killed in action on 31
December 194k, in the Philippine Ielande,

The name of your son, Ralph B, Praeger, Jr,, ie shown in your
husbend ‘s records in this office snd I em forwarding a copy of your
commmication to the Administyator of Veterans Affaire, Vetorens
Administration, Weshington, D. C,, and elso to the Office of Bpecial
Settlement Accounte, 27 Pine Street » New York 5, New York, for appro-
Priate attention.

You end your som have my deepest aympathy in your bereavement.

Sincerely yours,

Lecsr,
EDWARD ¥, WITSELL
Major Genersl
The Adjutent General of the Ay

Casualty Fide?Copy.
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Ltr, Hgs, The Ground Generzsl S ( . dlays Kansksy,
dated 5 December 1946, subject: Decoration for Majon Ralph
Praeger, 0-21185. [

AG 201~"RAEGER, Ra
(5 net lb)nG-rA

[ g
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS SAST CGMMAND, APO 500, 24 February 19%7.

T0: The Adjutant General, Washington 25, I

1., Attention is invited to 3d Indorsement.

2+ No record can be found in General Headquarters, Far East Command ,
of award of the Distinguished Service Star to Major Ralph Praeger, 021185,

IN~CHII

Lt Cole, A.G.D.,
Asst. Adj. Cen.
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ound Ge Ft. Riley, Kar

1946, subj for Major Ralph
3 v J ; |

Srd Ind.
S, Camp Murphy,
0 707.

l. For Chapter VI, "T 26th Caval of a book
entitled "GUERRILIA DAYS Il {TH LUZ I i by the M L (Volck-
mann's Guerrilla ) is hereunder quoted in full:

"CHAPTER VI

THE 26TH CAVAIR PS
hen Captain) Ralph
ced to Colonel
Its sion was to pre-
Tlocos Coast

TROOP "C", 26th Cavalry (PS), commanded by M
isted by Lieutenants Jones and nton,
at the start of the war.

from acros

Praeger,
Horan's command in Baguio
vent enemy movement into the mountain Province

via Hig}

as Pampango,

roceed

to be on his own.

progeeded to Arita a Vi 2 to Tugue
2 sizeezble oup ilippine Army troops enroute.
newly-occupied Jap airfield in February 1942

raided ti
and inflicted m

casual

number of planes

nust |

proceeded to !
irfield. then Minton

r's nand d went south oin Warner with
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118 Iorces
all er

ommunication
on not mu r activities
1itely known. 1In 1 1 L3 e aries from *!'s headquarte trie
peik up Lt. Colonels Moses and Nobl ot to take up noth where
they e to contact General 1 g st Pacif / over
the radio set that Praeger s 2]

1943 .

Followi raeger{s capture, 1 mand was ty well daéspersed
and its remna 1T Lt-Col. Donald Blackburn in his north-
ward expansion into a became rt of the llth Infantry, P.A."

2. Per nt p ions VII, "The 1l4th Infantry" of the same
book in as far as the de ; r is concerned, are here-
by quoted:

"Major
the Hq and 1st Battalion under Major
on 13 Janua 1942 the 1lst Battalion ided Tug arao in conjunction with
Praeger's 1ry (PS) and few civilian volun 5 Wi splendid re-
sults. DNot s th ) re killed and three ground planes re
destroyed. The U leadquarters nended and decorated all the officers
and men that !

information

L. Thie headquarters is e of the existence of any General
announcing the award of Disti Service Star to the late Major Pra
and that of radio message #496 dated 15 November 1943 referred to in the
letter of Major Edward A. Williams to Mrs. Praeger.




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

BASIC: Ltr fr Hq, The Ground CGeneral School Center, Ft. Riley, Kansas,

dated 5 Degember 1946, subject: "Decoration for Major Ralph
Praeger, 0-21185".

GSXAD 201-PRAEGER, kalph (0)  Lth Ind, WPM/dv
HEADQUARTERS, PHILIPPINES-RYUKYUS COMMAND, APO 707
T0s Commander in Chief, Far East, APO 500,

Attention invited to paragraph Ly of preceding indorsement.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERALs

We Ps MOORE
It Col, AGD
1 Inels n/e Asst Adj Cen
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Y WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

—BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT :
MAME PRAMGER, RALPH B - MATOR
ASN 021185

XEKTRERX

MR HERMAN A PRAEZGER

FATHER
CLAFLIN, KANSAS

(@]

ATE TELEGRAM SENT

N
| o
THE INDIVIDUAL NAMED BELOW DESIGNATED THE ABOVE PERSON AS THE ONE TO BE NOTIFIED IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

AND THE OFFICIAL T) r._g 5
GRAPHIC AND LETTER NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO THIS PERSON. THE RELATIONSHIP. iF ANY. i6 SHOWN BELOW
HIS PERSON i5 NOT NECESSARILY THE NEXT-OF-KIN OR RELATIVE DESIGNATED TO BE PAID SIX MONTHS' PAY GRATUIT

& T SHOULD BE NOT
THE SECRETARY OF WAR HAS ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET THAT YOUR

ITY IN CASE OF DEATH
GRADE

NAME SERIAL NUMBER

_MAJOR

TYPE OF GASUALTY

ARM OR |REPORTING|

SERVICE THEATRE q.j. Jﬂ "‘:.‘1:::;-731 |
| = =
PRAEGER, RALPH B, 185 CAV

|
PLACE OF cAsuALTv |__DATE OF CASUALTY_

) e e ’:V;A\VSJVATTV CODE X
S b IN
LKILLED [N ACTION

PHILIPPINE 1SLANDS

431__Jﬂﬂ;__uhg¥A[~,ﬂ,.,,,

REMARK®AG 201 /28 FEB L6/ o
MEMO SR

o

CORRECTED COPY

AND D SECT APPROVED ACTING CHIEF; CAS BR. SOURCE OF INFOQ. 18
USAF WES PAC. 16 JAN L6 PROCESS FOR CORRECTED DATE OF DEATH. PREV}OUSLY
RPTD AS 1 NOV 43 BASED ON RPT USAF PAC SPECIAL Pi 221, DTD 25 SEPT L5.
PLACE - MANILA., EA. MR. HERMAN A. PRAEGER, FATHER, CLAFL IN, KANSAS
NOTIFICATION WILL BE MADE BY SR AND D.

18T

IND.

Corr,
Noted in certification Beport of death issued 18 Mar 1946

&8
COMPOSITE SECTION REPORT VERIFIED M
CASUALTY BRANCH FILE ATTACHED.

-
¥ Lozt F
W—‘-Foﬁv l AG 20! REQ—§ ! o
OR CHARGED TO. Y £
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED V

No_ 25

ACTION BY

YE!

/ TVHE n}\ AND Auzh i ‘Pe, Tl v‘o?fnsq ;o -
T B TR i V-l o Y i i VO
f, [Fecoa/ Vo U-IX l fu‘ R G
e i u L7l L4 L
_ipfc PN, c.aF, TELEGRAM ..:—:-n:n $ WEERTIE, F. REL }ona:ﬂ “;;‘. 2 & margo——noN-pEL
| _REPORT NOT VERIFIED_ NO FORM 43____NO CAS. BR. FILE_____CHEGKER sv.._/ AL B_Ko— §m~ i)I: A
#' DISTRIBUTION A D

e sy ) (Al
—+—=_COPIES DISTRIBUTION “B" D e ot COPIES.
ivv::YGIOS:::RM 0365 EDITION OF 1 JAN. 1945 MAY BE USED,

DATE
(AS INDICATED BELOW):

i

DAYE CAS. REPORT RECEIVED
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

—BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT

SERIAL NUMBER | ARM OR REPORTING

SERVICE THEATRE

e e

DATE OF CASUA FLYING OR | TYPE OF
¥ JUMPING STAT| CASUALTY SHIPMENT NUMBER

Procger , Ralph
PLACE OF CASUALTY oy

SHE - o l;i:._;

NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMERGENCY ADDRESSER

GRAPHIC AND LETTER NQTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO THIS PERSON, THE RELATIONSHIP, IF ANY, IS SHOWN BELOW. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THIS
PERSON I8 NOT NECESSARILY THE NEXT-OF-KIN OR RELATIVE DESIGNATED TO BE PAID SIX MONTHS' PAY GRATUITY IN CASE OF DEATH

MR.-MRS.-MIBS~—FIRST NAME-—MIDDLE INITIAL—LAST NAME RELATIONSHIP DATE NOTIFIED
Mr. Ho A. Praeger Father 22 Nov Ll

THE INDIVIDUAL NAMED ABOVE DESIGNATED THE FOLLOWING PERSON AS THE ONE TO BE NOTIFIED IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, AND THE OFFICIAL TELE»—‘

NO. AND NAME OF STREET—CITY—STATE

Claflin, Kansas.

REMARKS: 7 1 E; 1)
AG T0 % OV 4 CORRECTED COPY

Memo from 1
confirmed rpt of f
that pending confirx
status of MIA will

o e e e
ILY BE DETRIME

AND MIGHT JEOPARDIZE THE

ACTION BY PROCESSING AND VERIFICATION SECTION: REPORT VERIFIED __FORM 43 ___AG 201 REQ |

CASUALTY BRANCH FILE ATTACHED ___________ OR CHARGED TO ______ e DATE
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED NO YES (AS INDICATED BELOW):

FILE NO. MESSAGE NO. TYPE DATE AND AREA E. A, NOTIFIED

.

Fee e aimmi T b L7 LT [ L] LT

SPEC. IDEN. TELEGRAM WOUNDED LETTER CORRES. S. R, & D. CERTIF, M. & M. NON-DEL,

REPORT NOT VERIFIED____ NO FORM 43__ NO CAS, BR. FILE__CHECKED BY _______ . REVIEWED BY_.

THIS SPACE FOR USE OF MACHINE RECORDS BRANCH, A.G.O.

CASUALTY ORIGINAL CAS. DATE LATEST CAS. DATE | REFERENGE | CREW BT RESIDENCE
STATUS DAY 0. YR, DAY MO.| YR.] AREA POS. STATE COUNTY
ST

et i T

gl | f

' ] 1 |
T
36| 37| 38 46 47| 48| 49] 50]

[EE)
L
A
51| 52| 53| 54| 55| 56] 57

DISTRIBUTION “A" D __R28 cories
(ALL TYPES OF CASUALTIES PERTAINING TO MILITARY PERSONNEL, EXCEPT WOUNDED.)
COPIES FURNISHED: SEE CASUALTY BRANCH MEMORANDUM NO. 48, 1944.

DISTRIBUTION “B" COPIES
(ALL WOUNDED MILITARY PERSONNEL AND ALL TYPES OF CASUALTIES PERTAINING TO CIVILIANS WHO ARE
W. D. EMPLOYEES, EMPLOYEES OF W. D. CONTRACTORS AND OTHERS SUBJECT TO MILITARY LAW.)
COPIES FURNISHED: SEE CASUALTY BRANCH MEMORANDUM NO. 48, 1944.

W.D.. A.G.0. FORM NO. 0363
16 JUNE 1044
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‘Z),[ ' WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D, €.

—BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT

NAME
PRATGER RALPH B ¥
ASN 0 21185 SoN

SAYE CAS. REPORT RECEIVED

ely

3
L=
o
[e=]

HERMAN A PRAEGER

¥V1DENCE 0¥ DEASD
CLA.FLIN KANSAS FEC'E IN “,D. ELEGRAM SENT

Y 1945
THE INDIVIDUAL NAMED BELOW DESIGNATED THE ABOVE PERSON AS THE ONE TO BE NOTIFIED IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, €80 THE OFFICIAL TELE-
GRAPHIC AND LETTER NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO THIS PERSON. THE RELATIONSHIP, IF ANY, I8 SHOWN BELOW. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT
THIS PERSON IS NOT NECESSARILY THE NEXT-OF:KIN OR RELATIVE DESIGNATED TO BE PAID SIX MONTHS' PAY GRATUITY IN CASE OF DEATH.

THE SECRETARY OF WAR HAS ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET THAT YOUR SON
GRADE

NAME

SERIAL NUMBER REPORTING|F OR J | SHIPMENT

ARM OR
SERVICE | THEATRE [STATUS| NUMBER

09001
0-21185 CAV PAC

2=l=]1
PLACE OF CASUALTY E OF CASUALTY __| CASUALTY CODE
BAY MONTH YEAR

MAJ PRAEGER RALPH B. WAS

TYPE OF CASUALTY

KILLED IN ACTION

”\i’HTT IPPINE ISTANDS 1l NOV. 43
HE WAS PREVIOUSLY REPORTID MISSING IN ACTION PERICD I EEGEET THAT UNAVOIDABLE.CIRCUMSTANCES

MADE NECESSARY THE UNUSUAL LAPSE OF TIME IN REPORTING YOUR SON'S DEATH TO YOU CONFIRMING
LETTIR FOLLOWS

FDWARD F WITSELL

ZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXXX
ACTING
REMARKS:

AG 704 (2 NOV 45) [] correcrep cory

PLACE: MANIIA. EA MR HERMAN A. PRAEGER (FATHER) CLAFLIN KANSAS. SOURCE:s LTR
THOS HQ AG 704,.,5 (D) (20 SEP 45) AG=KI SR & D NO 897 DTD 20 SEPT 45.:APROMOTED TO MAJ
12 JAN 43PER SP O NO 11 GEN HQ. SWPA DTD 12 JAN 43, (26th CAV REGT /PS/)

SPECIAL PI CASE TELEGRAM AND LETTER WILL BE SENT PROJECT J

L

P
ACTION BY COMPOSITE SECTION: REPORT VERIFI —.___/ FORM 43 AG 201 REQ. /
OR CHARGE
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED NoO. A

CASUALTY BRANCH FILE ATTACHED.

YES.

(AS INDICATED BELOW):

TYPE _QAT! AND AREA E. A. NOTIFIED
7
pvid Tes" & 2

é—a-v‘?r
o N R (s e N S A 0 B . T

TELEGRAM LETTER CERTIF. ¢ F REL, _, CORRES. REPAT,

X I) D. NON-DEL.
REPORT NOT VERIFIED NO FORM, CAS. BR. FILE ____CHECKED BY. LY BN 20 XTVEY neviewen s —PLat s e 4wl
DISTRIBUTION “A" D COPIES |

DISTRIBUTION "B" D — __COPIES
}"SA‘??»:?" 0365 EDITION OF ! JAN. 1945 -MAY BE USED.

FILE NO. MESSAGE NO.

e S A A s Tt e P A N
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7 MARCH 42

AMTTITYRTY

COLOWEL, GYLES MERRILL

9T FORTY.ZIONT OTHIRS

HISSING
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AG 704 Migeing (10 June 43) 7 May 43

MYMORANIUM TORs Chief, Casualty Branch

0T: Detarmination of Ftatus under Publie Law 4920,
as amended,

1. - FAOTS

1. The following named persons have been earried on the records
of this office ag nmlssing in notion since 7 May 19438

Classified
Hame Am Grade lessage Hunber
Anderson, Bernard L, 0-350187 Captain 071114
Arnao, Charles 13,026,989 *pivate 346086
Arnold, Robert H, 0=-358092 Major 071114
Barker, Joseph R,, II 0=21155 Captain 07114
Blackburn, Donald D, 0=347228 Captain 07114
Bragher, Alfred Y. 14,008,373 Private First Class 064045
Bragelton, ®arl J,, Jr. 19,045,775 Private Piret Class 346086
Calvert, Parker 0=20794 Captdn 07114
Calyer, Pater D, 0=17116 Lieutenant Colonel 071114
Chimielewski, Tdward A. 6,946,641 Private Pirst Class 064045
Orane, George &, 0349760 Captain 071114
Cughing, Walter M. 0=890361 Captain 071114
Darey, Williem A, 16,039,348  Private 071114
Dean, B41l 6,968,480 Sergeant 064045
Fernandez, Alfred 6,517,769 Technieal Sergesnt 092032
Forte, Mloyd ¥, 0-19518 Major 0563059
Glew, Zrrold T, 11,010,492 Private 346086
Heidb, Harley T, 5,825,261 Sergeant 071114
Kalakuka, Theodore O=16841 Lisutensnt Colonel 071114
Kirby, Albvert R, 6,291,177 Sergeant 092032
LePLane, Thomas J, 14,014,932 Private Pirst Clase 064045
Lage, ¥Yilbur J, 0=379113 Coptain 071114
Lapham, Robert B, 0=379114 First Lieutensnt 071114
Lindahl, George L. 0=353, 124 Captain 064045
Mackie, Dave V, 14,026,214 Private 346086
Maguire, ¥illiam H, 0-018818 Lieutenant Colonel 071114
Helntyre, James B, 8,682,459 Magter Sergeant 092032
Money, Willard L, 6,998,768 Private Pirst Clags 092032
Moses, Martin 0-16924 Liecutenant Colonel 071114
Marphy, Arthur P, 0=334758 Piret Lieutenant 071114
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AG 704 MIssING (10 June 4%3)

Classified
¥agme AN Grade Begsage Tumbep
Merrill, OGyles 0=7402 GColonel 07114
¥aylor, Ohakres L. O=392851 Jecond Lieutenant 071114
Newman, Shelby ¥, 0=3517381 Captain 071114
Noble, Arthur K, 0=17780 Lieutonant Colonsl 071114
Peryam, illiam G, 0=-890375 Captain 028024
Pettitt, Bert E, 0-4197473 Second Lieutenant 071114
Pinnell, George Y. 0-289400 Captain 071114

1 h B 0=21185 Captain 346086
0=368746 Piret Lieutenant o714
Sehragel, Edward J, 33,084,581 Private 071114
Spies, Ceorge J. 0-360987 Captain 071114
Strickland, Albert E, 14,008,490 Ppivate Miret Clags 071114
Taulbee, Miles A. 6,871,460 Pirst Sergeant 071114
Thorp, Claude A, 0=15101 Lieutenant Colonel 355104
Vesey, Robert Hale 0=12217 Liieutenant Colonel 071114
Volekmann, Raseell W, 0=19537 Major 071114
Wightman, Darrell M, 6,931,150 Corporal 07114
Wilfon, Roy W. 6,454,520 Magter Sorgeant 064045
Brooks, Williem X, 19,048, 35), Jaygasnt 355104 (1)
2« The elageified messcge nmumber, set opposite sach name above, is the
numbeyr of a message on file in the Clagsified Message Unit, Mall and Message
Section, Casualty Branch, A.G.0., concerning the person named. : (2)

3. That each of thess parsons was serving in the Philippnins Islands
before the fall of Corregldor may be readily astert=ined by referencs %o
their individusl A2 and Casunlty Branch 201 files,

4, The classified mesanges benr dates ranging from December 1942 %o
April 1943 and, in esch instance, are shown to have been received from
higheranikting Amy officers in key positions. In no ease, however, does the
meseage cone direatly from the Philipnine Iglands and each message shows
that the contente are dased upon radio commmieations or other seeret means
uged to obiain information concerning personnel in the Fhilippines.

6. The glast of these mesanges in that after the fall of Corregidor
most of the ons named wére Imown to be alive and not im the hande of
the enemy; that some hadl beon weported as having died (no detes or definite
time given); and that gtill others had been reported as killed, either on
dates not shown or subsecuent to 7 May 1942,
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4 MI881MG (10 June 1943)

6. These messages disclose, both by obvious errors snd by comments,
that the infomation was collected and tranmmitted wunder difficulties
that did not permit checling or rechecking for accuracy =nd that, in
some cases, the reports were based upon statements of natives to Army
officers,

7« Tor the purposes of this reviev and determinntion it ie believed
that agsertions contained in these messnges, vhile of benefit in fixing »
continued missing status, eannot be accepted as establishing necessary
facta in any given ease sufficient to defest a continued missing finding;
and muet, in any event, be treated as hoarsay and evaluated accordingly,

8., The records dlgclose no official report showing ~ny person named
in this liet as belng dead, prisoner of war, or interned in a newiral
country.

9. It will Dbe observed, in referring to the messages, that the
grades there shown do not, in all eases, correspond with the grades as
herain listed. In each such ecage the grades listed herein are balieved
to be correct, as detormined from the meseages and the individual AG
and Casualty Branch 201 files, with two exceptions only.

One excepiion ig that Charles Arnao, herein listed as a private,
hae been detsruined to be one and the same person as Charles Sarnao,
vho was sppointed a Second Lisutenant, Army of the United States,
27 Jan 43, and apsighed ASH 0-888466 and carried on the records of the
Officers Pranch under the name of Charles fSarnao. The other is that
Harley ¥, Keidb, herein listed as a sergeant, probably is a Mrst Licue
tenant, according to a secret measage, the number and reference of which
s noted in his BEXXYIXET AC 201 file. (4)

10, Vislegard reports from the Casualty Branch records, cheoked thig
date, chow these porsons as missing in action since 7 May 1942,

11. Aeide from the reforences set forth in this statement of faets,
the AC 201 filen end the Oamualty Bpanch 201 files of these persons contain
no information of value in the reviev and determination of their status,

12, The Machine Records Branch, AGO; the Memorial Bpanch, Office
Quartermagter Osneral; the Prisoner of War Buresu, Provost Marshal General's
Office; the Officers Bpranch, AGO; and the "nlisted Branch, AGO, were ree
quasted to report any information available in thelr offices vertaining to
theae persons, since they were reported mlssing in action, Individual ro-
porte from these agencies indiecate that they have no further information.




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

AG 704 MISSING (10 June 4%) 7 May 43

11. « CONOTUSIONS

That the offieial recomds dimelose no faets suffieient, in
the ease of any person listed herein, to justify a change of the
stntus of missing in action since 7 May 42 ns originally deter-
mined, under the provisions of Public Law 490, as amended.
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AG 704 MISSING (10 June 43) 7 May 43

111, - RECOMMTIDATIONS

It is recommended that findings of continued missing in action
be made in the case of the persons named in paragrsph 1, Part 3,
hereof, under the provisions of Seetion 5, Public Law 490, 7 March 42,

as amended,

LEWIS A HASTY,
Captain, A, G, D,,
Status Review and Determination %Section.

CONCURRED INs

DAWIRL P, POTRWT,
Licutenant Colonel, A, G, D,,
Officer in Charge,
Status Review and Determination Seetion.

APPROVEDs

C. A, BASTERBROOK,

Oclonel, A, G, D.,
Ohief, Casuslty Branch,
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Vislegards - Records Seetion, Camuslty Branch,

Classified message mumberss 071114, 028024, 346086, 092032,
355104, 064045, 083089, on file in the Classified Megeage
Unit, Mail and Messsge Section, Casuslty Branch, A.G.0. The
office of Colonel J, K, Bvans, War Department Military Intel-
1igence Section. PenbAgon Pullding, Vashington, D. C., showld
be contacted for later or more detailed information.

AG and Cagualty Branch 201 files.

Reference AG 201 Arnao, Charles, secret file and AG 201
Oharles Sarnao, confidential file.
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293 FILE

JATA ON REMAINS NOT YET RE. .VE.cD OR IDENTIFIED

NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL
NUMBER

T, 1 IRl el e | A e
ORGANIZATION | RACE CREED | FORMER SERIAL
) NUMBER (If applicable)

—

- -

DATE OF DEATH/MIA CAUSE OF DEATH [ PLACEOF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA

DATE OF FOD

/

L4

HEIGHT /4 WEIGHT © s COLOR EYES | COLeR HAIR SHOE SIZE

/ = |

DENTAL CHART
UPPER RIGHT . UPPER LEFT

LOWER RIGHT | LOWER LEFT

><15 (14 ) 13

X = Extracted 0= Carlous 1=~Carious Non-Restorable

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK

[ y I

| ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ﬂx}(( ¥4

MG A
ZU? SE ;Dm 371 U. 5. GOVERNNENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—40805-1 DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD
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d JE NUMBER

NON-RECOVERABLE CASE
RECORD OF REVIEW AND APPROVAL

PHILCOM

NAMEX (Last, First, Middle Initial)

PRAEGER, RALPH B.

ITHE ATTACHED PR‘O\,EE"WNGS OF THE FTELD BOARD OF REVIEW HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND
THE REMAINS OF THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S) ARE APPROVED.
been effected when appropriate.)

RANK SERIAL NUMBER

0-21135

THE
(Corrections in name,

INDIVIDUAL CASE

COURSE OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING SOURCES OF |INFORMATION HAVE BEEN EXAMINED FOR ADDITIONAL CLUES. COPIES
DOCUMENTS BELIEVED MATEWIAL TO THE LAQE ARE ATTACHED FOLLOWING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REV|EW.

o INITIALS OF ANA\ YST (CROSS OUT THOSE NOT APPLICABLE) meus OF ANALYST
Brache Lt B |

=i REPORT OF DEATH
FNBHHE—OF=DEATH

FILE OF SUBJECT(S)

Z FILE OF KNOWN INTERMENTS IN GEOGRAPHICAL CLUE
S. MILITARY CEMETERIES, ISOLATED) 4. INDEX FILE OF UNKNOWNS RECOVERED
LOCAT IONS, AND SEA BURIALS FROM APPROPRIATE AREA

i 2 i il IR | PS8 7 |

‘

ALPHABET ICAL INDEX OF "BELIEVED s . ¥
TO BE" AND TENTAT IVELY IDENTIF IED | Pt R R A
UNKNOWNS s D E

e Geer | C. STATUSREVTEW 4 DETERMAATHON e

"OTHER DOCUMENTS OR SOURCES

THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY AS PRESENTED THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE
FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW, WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPT|ONS:

SE ANALYST

CASE TO BE FORWARDED TO = = = = .
A, CARLTON/mec FOR CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFICATION TO INTERESTED PARTIES.
COMMEND APPROVAL APPROVED

[ ca E DETERMINA=- CHIEF, FanL D 'FF(M\NATHN "% 2 / N BRANCH
TION T ION -

e |
4¥ 5. nus ?']kEEElﬂ v G.W.ROGERS ,Capt QMC

om;nw o 25
Qe For 1916 ;

MAY
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ocT5 048

HEADQUARTERS
AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE
PHILCOM ZONE

APO 900
15 September 1949

CASE HISTORY FOR REMAINS CONSIDERED NON-RECOVERABLE

¥ PRAEGER, Ralph B,
Maj, O- ?l 185

BASIS FOR DECLARING REMATINS NON-RECOVERABLE

1., According to available information on the attached
extract copy of AG RD Archives Reference File No., 999-5-13-3,
Maj. Ralph B, Praeger, 0-21 185, was take? from the Military
Prison Camp, B1libid, Manila, Philipnine slands on 5 Jan 44,
destination unknown,

2. A1l available information pertaining to the case is
attached as substantiating information.

3. The final area search of the City of Manila, Philippine
Islands, was completed with negative results relative to the
recovery of the remains of Major Praeger. Identification data
for all applicable unknowns recovered from this area has been
checked against those of the subject casualty with negative
results.

4, No record of burial is on file for subject officer.

5. Findings and recommendations are based on all presently
available information.

6. It is recommended that the remains of the subject officer
be considered non-recoverable, and that all records pertaining to
search and recovery of his remains be closed.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL: 15 September 1949

WTLE7R G. HOBBS OHN S ULA “JHAROLD B, McNEMAR

1st Lt. Inf st Lt, Inf Capt, QMC
0-887 555 0-1 307 091 0-507 074
Member Member Member
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DAYA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOVEXED OR IDENTIFIED

NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL NUMBER

Praeger, Ralph B. faj 0 21 185 J
ORGAN| ZATION 2 FORMER SERIAL NUMBER
(If Applicable)

Troop "C" 26 Cav

DATE OF DEATH/MIA CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
31 Dec L4
DATE OF FOD KIA Manila, P. I.

HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EVES COLOR HAIR SHOE S12E

3/ 184 N/s N/s

DENTAL CHART
14 June 38

UPPER RIGHT 7 UPPER LEFT

X
8

LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT

16 15 13 14 15 16

X = Bxtracted Cavious 1 = Cavious Non-Restorable

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS = TATTO0S AND/OR BIRTHMARK

None None

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

D/B 7 April 14.

0
]
@
-
«
£
-

OQMG FORM 371

23 SEP 46 DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD,
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File: 999-5-13-3

Title: Roster, alphabetically, listing Army and Navy Personnel and
Disposition.

Origin: Cabanatuan POW Camp
Dates: 1942-43-45 Classification:

Authenticity: Original roster, unsigned

Source: Unknown

* *

PREGER, Ralph Maj Taken fr Mil Prison, Bilibid
26th Cav 1/5/44 - destination unknown

* *

CERT ED: A True Extracted Copy

b VZA@%’X‘M"

WILBUR G. HOBBS
1st Lt., Inf
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5 March 1946

I, Ignacib Santos, of age, married, and a resident of Man-
ila, employed as caretaker of the Chinese Cemetery, Vanila, Phil-
ippines, hereby deposes and say:

That I remained on duty as caretaker during the Japanese oc-
cupations

That I witnessed executions in the premesis of the Chinese
Cemetery as I usually contrived to be working nearby whenever the
Japanese brought persons to be executed;

That the reason I did the foregolng was because I wanted to
observe what was happening and to recognize any of the persons
to be executed;

That one day in the latter part of October 1943, at about
noontime; I was working near the Matandang Sora road about 200
meter from the gate to the cemetery, a Japanese truck drove in with
about eight or nine prisoners composed of both Americans and Fil-
ipinos. The heads of the men were covered with a 'bayong" (native
bags of woven palm leaves.) I followed and when the truck stop-
ed I hid behind a monument about 70 yards away. The prisoners
were lined up and the bayons removed, and I was able to recognize
a strong resemblance of one of the prisoners to Col. Straughn,
of whom I read in a Japanese pictorial magazine carrying the col-
onel's picture. He was wearing an old army campaign hat, A Jap-
amese officer with an arm band, read something to them, after
which the bags were again put on the heads of the prisoners. The
man who looked like 'Col. Straughn did not want fo be covered.
There were about five Americans in the group. “hey were taken to
the side of a big open grave and then six Japanese soldiers shot
them. Those that showed some life remaining were beheaded. ZThe
bodies were then rudely kickéd into the grave after which the o=
pening was covered with sollj

That I clearly remember the foregoing as it was the only
party where there were Americans includeds

Further affiant sayeth not.
/s/ Ignacio Santos
/t/ IGNACIO SANTOS

/s/ C. F. Brian

/s/ B. Farkas . A TRUE COPY: .
i f(_,t /'w‘ a2

WILLIAN >IN

WOJG
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CASUALTY REPORT
(BATTLE- DEATH)

HQS, PHILRYCOM, AP0 707
AG-Recovered Personnel Division
Date:_25 September 1945

1. Name:__ PRAEGER, Ralvh B, Grade: Major ASN;  0-21185

Arm or Service: CAV Organization: 26th Cav Regt (PS)

By Whom Employed:

(For Civilian Casualties Only)

Type of Casualty: Killed in Action

Date of Casualty: 1 November 1943

Place of Casualty: Manila, P,I.

In Flying Status: Unknown

Entitled to Additional Pay For: Unknown

Emergency Addressee:

Name: Unknown Relationships:
—

Address:

(St & No or RFD) (City or Town) (Etato)

8. Source of Information: Ltr this Hq. subj]: "Review & Determination of the

status of Major Ralph B, Praeger, ASN 0-21185, 26th Cav Regt (PS), "File AG 704.5

(D) (20 sept 45) AG-KI SR & D No, 897, dated 20 September 1945.

9. Romarks:

References: 201 - PRAEGER, Ralph B.
SR & D 897

DISTRIBUTION:
AC L G e e el
Memorial Br, PHILRYCOM...,1
O R R e e e & GSXRP Form No. 374 (4-24-45)

Inel No.
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OFFICE ur THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

Liaison
AdmeBre
Mem Div

3
TO—

Pentagon
Liaison

ATTN;

Major Sekop

Mem Div

4
‘ DATE

10
Oct

5
MESSAGE

RE: Case No. 11537

1, It is requested this office be furnished SR&D
report and all other information on Maj. Ralph B. PRAEGER,
ASN 021185, member of 26 Cav. Regt. (PS) killed in

| action 31 Dec 19k at Manila, P.I.

CARLTON

Inclosed herowith is all the available information
obteined from DFRB 201=File pertaining to the death of
the above Officer,

There is no information available in AGF Historical
files, Operations Reportse

@dg—yff- & ;
SEKOWSKI DYER
6679 73090

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16
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RECEIVED
PEI.TAGON LIAISON

ooT1 11949

ML, DIV. OQMG
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NAM

RACE: _WHITE
RILIGION: Not shown

BORN: 7 April 1914

PLACE: Claflin, Kansas

WEIGHT: 181 7

YEIGHT: 743 "

TYES: __Not shown
HAIR: __Not shown
COMPLEXION: Not shown

SHOZ SIZE: __Not shown

Ypper
& 7
Lower

16 15 : Aol L S Lo A S o

Tecth: Indicate restorable carious teeth by circling; nonrestorable carious
teeth by /; missing natural tceth by X,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
ASUALTY REPORT

NAME L)ﬂﬂ;m 3{. _1,-‘_‘,,:)1 3 : : DATE CAS. REPORT RECEIVED
ASH 021185 XEXTHARX |

MR HTRMAN A FRAZGER
CLAVLIN, XKAUSAS

DATE TELEGRAM SENT
™o

MERGENCY, AND THE OFFICIAL TE!
LOW. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT

o X ¢ ATIV] AT A Y GRATUITY IN CASE OF DEATH.
THE SECRETARY OF WAR HAS ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET THAT YOUR
GRADE = e

N;‘;ME
MAJOR | PRAEGER, RALPH B,

TYPE OF CASUALTY

SERIAL NUMBER | ARM OR |REPORTING|F OR J| SHIPMENT
SERVICE | THEATRE

STATUS | _NUMEER
‘ i | 1007
021185 | CAV | |2 [u-1X
ALTY | DATE OF C, AT CASUALTY CODE
Bt s » DAY |__MontH [ veAR | =7

N puiLipping 1sLANDS 31 | DEC | b

PLACE OF CAS

[KILLED 1N ACTION _

OFFICIAL:

J. A. ULIO
ADJUTANT GENERAL

REMARKSAG 201 /28 FEB 46/ =]

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY

CORRECTED COPY

MEMO SR AND D SECT APPHOVED ACTING CHIEF, CAS BR. SOURCE OF INFO, I8T. IND.
USAF WES PAC, 16 JAN 46 PROCESS FOR CORRECTED DATE OF DEATH, PREVIOUSLY
RPTD AS 1 HOV 435 BABED ON RPT USAF PAC SPECIAL PI 221, OTD 2% BEPT L45.
PLACE - MAMILA. EA. MR, HERMAN A, PRAEGER, FATHER, CLAFLIN, KANSAS.
NOTIFICATION WILL BE MADE BY SR AnD D,

Corr,
Aeport of death issusd 18 Mar 10946

ACTION BY COMPOSITE SECTION:

Hoted in certification it

REPORT VERIFIED.

201 REQ
CASUALTY BRANCH FILE ATTACHED. OR CHARGED TO.

baTe
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED

7] / L7 L
s IN T /
NG YES ———— (AS INDICATED BELOW): [ /il
FILE NO. T

VME‘.*‘)AGE NO.

DATE AND AREA E. A« NOTIFIED

SEL TS S PR e Tl
FORWARDED RER I |

fod 475 pon— | L
SFEC. IRENT C.&P TELEGRAM

REPORTINOTIMERIRIEDSEl “NO FORM 43 NO CAS. BR

DISTRIBUTION "A" L] oy
v o rorm (J365
Wk Aha e (0365
S

KED BY_—~ e o 2
COPIES DISTRIBUTION “B" '___J Lot o S GORES:

EDITION OF 1 JAN, 1845 MAY BE USED

AGO 201
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A

o o WAR DEPARTMENT
i w‘\-’f.’ sy THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
Origs fuwe 1 v
rig fwded 14 Nov WASHINGTON 25, D. C
REPORT OF DEATH Special P, I, Cgse oATE 3 Apy 19
FULL NAME ARMY SERIAL NUMBER GRADE
Praeger, Balph B, | 02118 Ma jor
HOME ADDRESS - iy ¥ 2 | ARM OR SERVICE & DATE OF BIRTH
Claflin, Kansas CAV 7 Apr
| PLACE OF DEATH T B
Pacitic Ares ; Killed in action 31 Dec 1944
STATION OF DECEASED _ R - = | DATE OF ENTRY ON CURRENT LENGTH OF SERVICE FOR

ACTIVE SERVICE _PAY PURPOSES
| YEARS, [ MONTHS | DAYS

_ Pacific Area e 2o ) _| 14 June 1938 I 2 il
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (Name, relationship, and address) =—

a

| CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH
|

Mr, Herman 4. Praeger, father, Claflin, Kansas
BENEFICIARY (Name, relations d address) J
Mrs, Verda Ames, Praeger,®™wife, same as above

Miss Cwenneth Praeger, sister, Claflin, Kansas
|Nvi=_shcénoN =
MADI

" WAS DECEASED AUTHORIZED IN FLYING PAY OTHER PAY STATUS
OWN MISCONDUCT ‘ _ON DUTY STATUS ABSENCE ‘ ___ STATUS (Specify below)
| No YES | o | o vas = NO NO | YeS

e | —
ADDITIONAL DATA AND/OR STATEMENT

‘ oS YES ‘ NO

[}:’ BATTLE [ 7] NON-BATTLE

Beneficiaries Cont'd

Mr, Dirk Praeger, Mephew, same as ahove
* 308orr, Bpt for relationship of beneficiary,
Ori gx Xyinixd ar N nrx 253

The individual named in this repert is shown by the records ef the War

Bepartment to have besn in a beleaguered status from 8 December 1941 to and
including 6 May 1942 (Section 14, Public “aw 490),)\and absent im a missing
in action status on and subsequent to 7 May 1942 and until absence was
terminated on 8 November 1945, on which date evider
te establiszh the fact of death was raceived
Commander in the Pacific Area,

Previougly reported father,

considered sufficient
by the Secretary of War from a

m

TOTE
WINRLY U5

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR

L
4 £
? M £ DJUTANT GENERAL

WD AGO FORM 555 _1 EDITION OF | FEBRUARY 1345 MAY BE USED,
| JUN 1345
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Corr. Rpt., of death f
date of death

WAR DEPARTMENT
Orig, fwded 14 Nov 45

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

REPORT OF DEATH Special P

. I. Case

18 Mar

DATE

FULL NAME

Pra@gcer, Palph B,
HOME ADDRESS

flafiin, Kensas
PLACE OF DEATH
Pacific Area

STATION OF DECEASED

Pacific Area

"EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (Name, relationship, and address)

| CAUSE OF

Killed in action

ARMY SERIAL NUMBER

021185

ARM OR SERVICE

CAV

DATE OF BIRTH
[ & o
7 Apr 1914
DATE OF D<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>