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SECTION ·1 

GENERAL 

I. Purpose . 
The purpose of this manual is to show in detail 
the procedures in the care of deceased person
nel within the continental United States. . 

2. Procedure Charts, Check Lists and Forms 
The procedure charts in this manual illustrate 
graphically the flow of each document and the 
action taken on each copy throughout the pro
cess. The rectangular blocks represent the 
forms and the number of copies prepared. The 
shaded portion inside the lower right-hand 
corner of a block indicates that the document 
(or action) was originated by the organization 
shown in the column heading. The numbers 
appearing in the blocks reflecting the copy 
numbers do not necessarily appear on the 
forms, but are intended to be used as a guide in 
following the flow of a document. In addition, 
check lists and sample forms are included 
hroughout this manual as a ready reference 

for all personnel concerned. 

3. Time Standards 
For the guidance of all concerned, the following 
time limits are suggested within which the re
CO\ery, preparation, and shipment of remains 

be completed: 
Hours 

Remains not autopsied .......................................... 36 
Remains requiring special handling 

(autopsy or emergencies) ························-· 48 
Remains recovered from disasters ............ 56 

eporting of Casualty Information 
The prompt and accurate reporting of all 

· em: facts concerning casualties cannot be 
;ba -.ized too strongly. The lack of strict 

compliance with casualty reporting procedure 
will cause extra correspondence and also delay 
in payment of benefits to dependents and bene
ficiaries who may urgently need such benefits. 

b. All casualty reports will be submitted im
mediately upon the occurrence of the casualty 
whenever possible. Transmittal of records will 
not be delayed pending receipt of complete 
information. 

c. When complete information is ·not imme
diately available (when cause of death is un
determined or in cases of missing personnel),: 
a supplemental report containing information 
which could not be furnished in the initial 
message will be submitted at the earliest prac
ticable date. 

d. No information regarding casualties will 
be disseminated except through the supervisor 
of mortuary operations or the person&! affairs 
officer. The supervisor of mortuary operations 
and the personal affairs officer will coordinate 
with the public relations officer to make sure 
that the emergency addressee or next of kin has 
been notified b·efore accounts of the casualty 
appear in the public press. 

e. It is the duty of the supervisor of mortu
ary operations or the personal affairs officer to 
caution all personnel having contact with the 
next of kin to make no statement as to line of 
duty or misconduct. Special care will be exer
cised to' prevent such statement from appearing 
in the press. 

f. AR 380-5 and other directives relating to 
classification will be observed in the dissemina
tion of casualty information. 

g. For the purpose of casualty reporting, 
direct communications at all echelons are 
hereby authorized. 

I] 



k. While strict compliance will be made with 
existing regulations, it is not unlikely that 
circumstances which are not covered by regu
lations will sometimes arise, in which event 
action taken must be in accordance with the 
wishes of the commanding officer. 

i. When a date of death is to be reported 
under circumstances permitting selection of a 
date, the latest date that death could reasonably 
be presumed to have occurred will be selected. 

j. In all cases of death, an individual medi
cal record WD AGO Form 8-24, old WD MD 
Form 52 (medical report card) must be pre
pared, and the fact of death entered on WD AGO 
Form 8-122 (Statistical Health Report) Re
ports Control Symbol MED-11 in accordance 
with AR 40-1025 and AR 40-1080. 

5. Duties of Officers 
a. ARMY AREA LEVEL. Director of mortuary 

operations • directs the conduct of mortuary 
operations within the geographical -area of the. 
army area, as follows : 

(1) Approves uniform burial contracts. 
(2) Makes any necessary investigations of 

prospective contract funeral directors prior to 
approval of contracts. 

(3) Makes any necessary surveys to insure 
compliance with uniform burial contracts. 

( 4) Analyzes preparation room reports to 
determine: 

(a) Compliance with uniform burial con
tracts (particularly as to preparation of re
mains). 

(b) Elapsed time between decease and ship
ment of remains. 

(5) Takes appropriate remedial action, when 
required, after analysis of Preparation Room 
Reports. 

(6) Conducts field surveys and training to 
insure uniform quality of contract undertaking 
services, and expeditious recovery, care, and 
disposition of remains. 

(7) Designates installations responsible for 
care and disposition of deceased personnel due 
to major disasters. 

(8) Directs mortuary operations, when re
quired, at major disasters. 

b. POST, CAMP, STATION OR BASE LEVEL. 

2 

(1) The commanding officer. When death 
occurs at a decedent's regular post, camp, sta
tion, base, or other command, the commanding 
officer. is responsible for all procedures. The 
supervisor of mortuary operations or the per
sonal affairs officer normally coordinates the 
activities in regard to death for the command
ing officer. 

(2) Supervisor of mortuary operations or. 
personal affairs officer. (a) Acts for the com
manding officer to coordinate the performance of 
assigned functions by post personnel, including 
the following: 

1. Immediate recovery of deceased. 
2. Prompt release of remains·to contract 

funeral director. 
3. Furnishing necessary clothing and 

flag. 
4. Performance of prescribed inspec

tions. 
5. Selection and briefing of escort (selec

tion left to discretion of immediate 
commanding officer) . 

(J. Furnishing of transportation (checks 
with funeral director to determine 
shipping time). 

7. Shipment of remains. 
8. Prompt notification of scheduled time 

of arrival of remains and name and 
grade of escort. 

(b) Assists the commanding officer in the 
following: 

1. Makes out WD AGO Form 52-5 
(Initial Report of Death). 

2. Notifies by teletype (multiple address 
message) the Adjutant General and 
(1) Director of Personnel and Ad
ministration, War Department Gen
eral Staff, Attention: War Depart
ment Safety Director, if the de
ceased was assigned or attached un
assigned at a class I or class II in
stallation, or (2) Commanding 
General, Army Air Forces, Atten
tion: ACS/ AS-1, Ground Safety 
Branch, if the deceased was as
signed or attached unassigned at a 
class III installation, giving the 
information as outlined on WD AGO 
Form 52-5. 
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3. Mails copy of notification telegram 
· mentioned in 2 above, if service 

record or allied papers show that the 
deceased was an American Indian, 
to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, Chicago 54, Illinois. The 
statement below, signed by the per
sonal affairs officer or supervisor of 
mortuary operations, will ·be in
serted in the lower left corner of 
such copy: "The deceased member 
of the Army of the United States 
reference to the above telegram was 
an American Indian." 

4. Notifies the emergency addressee by 
person (if residence is local) ; by 
telephone, if it will alleviate the 
anxiety of the family; or by com
mercial telegram, stating fact, date, 
place, and cause of death (general). 
Requests reply (by telegram col
lect) regarding desired disposition 
of remains, the name and address 
of receiving funeral director, the 
final destination of remains (not 
nearest railhead), and the name and 
address of the person responsible 
for paying interment expenses. 

5. Prepares (for signature of command
ing officer) and sends a letter of 
sympathy to next of kin including 
statement that the personal effects 
of deceased are being shipped and 
that an officer from the nearest 
Army (or ~air force) installation 
will call in the near future to assist 
them with any government or per
sonal problem with which they may 
be confronted. (It is suggested that 
correspondence directed to the de
ceased' s family be signed by the 
least number of persons feasible, 
preferably by the commanding offi
cer only.) Under no circumstances 
will notifications include a statement 
relative to line of duty or miscon
duct. The sample letter of sym
pathy (fig. 5) is merely a guide to 
be followed. It should be adapted 

in each case to the decedent con
cerned. 

6. Gives escort "Instructions." (See fig. 
13.) 

7. Checks to see that flag is enclosed 
with the casket. 

8. Checks Preparation Room Reports to 
determine where improvements can 
be made in mortuary activities and 
makes recommendations. 

9. Acts as liaison with the army area 
director of mortuary operations, in 
connection with surveys, training, 
and any remedial action initiated by 
the army area. 

10. Notifies all interested department 
heads within the installation of the 
fact of death, full name of deceased, 
grade, Army serial number, organi
zation, and name, address, and rela
tionship of emergency addressee. 

11. Circulates an approved certificate of 
clearance through the station to 
ascertain whether the deceased was 
responsible or accountable for gov
ernment property or funds. 

12. Checks to see that a board·of officers 
has been appointed in cases of death 
of officers accountable or responsible 
for public property or funds. This 
action should be expedited since 
benefit payments will not be made 
until full accountability is deter
mined according to regulations. 

(3) Surgeon. (a) Inspects, in company with 
purchasing and contracting officer, all prospec
tive contract funeral directors (bidders) to de
termine their professional reputation, standing, 
qualifications, and adequacy of equipment and 
facilities. These inspections are made PRIOR 
to award of Uniform Burial Contracts, to in
sure that the contract funeral director's 
facilities, equipment, and qualifications comply 
with established standards. (See fig. 26.) 

( b) Executes certificate on Uniform Burial 
Contract, prior to submission of contract to 
army area for approval and subsequent award 
of contract. 

(c) Inspects the deceased in accordance with 
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AR 40-590, and acts in accordance with AR 
600-550. (See figs. 8 and 9.) 

(d) Instructs contractor to take necessary 
corrective action where deficiencies are noted in 
inspection, and verifies that such action has 
been taken to insure compliance with standards. 

( e) Accomplishes, together with purchasing 
and contracting officer, certificate of inspection 
on the Preparation Room Report. (See fig. 7; 
AR 30-1820; and AR 40-590.) 

(f) Prepares individual medical record (WD 
AGO Form 8-24, old WD MD Form 52) for all 
deceased Army person.nel, including deaths on 
post or elsewhere (AR 40-1025). 

(g) Makes required entries on WD AGO 
Form 8-122. (See AR 40-i080.) 

(4) Purchasing and contracting officer. (a) 
Negotiates Uniform Burial Contracts and ex
ecutes individual purchase orders when re
quired.' 

( b) -Assumes responsibility for remains upon 
release by surgeon, and sees that contract 
funeral director receives remains promptly for 
preparation and casketing, in accordance with 
Uniform Burial Contract. 

( c) Makes inspections as required in AR 
30-1820. (See figs. 8 and 9.) 

(d) Sees that clothing is properly pressed 
and insignia polished and properly placed on 
uniform, and furnishes clothing for deceased 
to contract funeral director. Secures new 
clothing, if required, and a flag from the 
quartermaster (requisitioned by immediate 
commanding officer). (See fig. 6 and AR 
30-1820.) (Funds used for laundry and press
ing of clothing and purchase of campaign rib
bons are chargeable against appropriation for 
disposition of remains entitled "Quartermaster 
Service, Army.") 

( e) Instructs funeral director to take neces
sary corrective action, where deficiencies are 
noted in inspection, and verifies that such action 
has been taken to insure compliance with 
standards. 

(f) Accomplishes page 1, Preparation Room 
Report, and together with surgeon, signs 
certificate of inspection. (See fig. 8 and AR 
30-1820.) 

(g) Checks envelope attached to the ship
ping case, prior to shipment, to insure that 

funeral director has placed therein health de-
partment and shipping permits. • 

(h) Arranges with nearest crematory for 
cremation and suitable urn for ashes if relatives 
desire cremation prior to shipment. No crema
tion will take place without signed authority 
by the next of kin (or verification of telegraphic 
authority for the cremation). 

( i) Checks to see that the escort has received 
written instructions (fig. 13) and realizes the 
importance of properly perfo_rming his duty. 

(j) Prepares and gives to the escort the 
WD AGO Form R-5508 (Certificate on Condi
tion _ of Remains on Arrival) authorized for 
local reproduction on 8"x514,'' paper (fig. 15), 
to be signed by the receiving undertaker, and 
the WD AGO Form R-5507 (Certificate of In
terment Expenses) authorized for local repro
duction on 8"x10%" paper (fig. 14), to be 
signed by the person incurring the expenses and 
responsible for their payment. 

(k) When the remains are prepared for ship
ment, sends a wire to the emergency addressee 
and funeral director stating. time of shipment 
and arrival of remains, name of railroad and ' 
train number, name and rank of escort. (See 
fig. 10.) If shipment is delayed, sends noti
fication of delay (fig. 11) to the same persons. 

(l) Executes necessary documents, that is, 
vouchers, expense reports, and purchase orders. 

(5) Immediate commanding officer of de
ceased. (a) Collects and inventories effects. 

( b) Delivers effects to widow or legal repre
sentative (if present) or arranges for packing 
and shipment (at Government expense) if 
requested. 

(c) Disposes of clothing and individual 
equipment (other than necessary for burial) 
which has been issued under Tables of Equip
ment, Memorandum Receipt, or hand receipt in 
accordance with AR 600-550. Any shortages 
of or damage to public property will be placed 
on WD AGO Form 15 (Report of Survey), and 
processed in accordance with the provisions of 
TM 14-:904. 

(d) Drops soldier's name from morning 
report. 

(e) Selects escort. (In all cases where pos
sible, the escort should be of the same branch 
of service and of a grade at least equal to that 
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of the decedent. If the family of the deceased 
requests a certain person to escort the remains, 
their wishes should be granted, if possible. 
However, under no circumstances should the 
shipment of remains be delayed pending the 
arrival of an escort. 

(f) Prepares f'.roperty Issue Slip for a flag 
and burial clothing (if required). Turns over 
clothing and flag to purchasing and contract
ing officer. 

(g) Advises transportation officer of trans
portation to be furnished escort. 

(h) Sends escort to transportation officer to 
arrange for transportation. 

(i) Signs and forwards final papers of de
ceased. (See chart 13.) 

(j) Investigates, if requested, line of duty 
status of deceased, and prepares and forwards 
a certificate showing such status to the in-
vestigating officer. -

(6) Summary court officer. Acts as sum
mary court when requested by commanding 
officer. Duties are defined by AW 112 or AW 

113, whichever is applicable. (See sec. 7.) 
· (7) Investigating officer. Investigates and 
reports on circumstances of death when re
quested by the commanding officer to do so. 
(See sec. 6.) (Authority defined in AW 113.) 

(8) Transportation officer. Furnishes trans
portatlon for deceased and escort. 

(9) Escort. (a) Accompanies and delivers 
remains to the person designated to make the 
interment. · 

( b) Acts in accordance with instructions re
ceived. (See fig. 13.) 

(10) Chapl,ain. Conducts any religious serv
ices desired by the installation commander be
fore shipment of the body. (See AR 60-5.) 
Conducts funeral services when interment is in 
post cemetery. 

(11) Post engineer. (a) Opens and closes 
the grave when burial is made in the post 
cemetery. 

( b) Furnishes temporary marker when bur
ial is made in post cemetery, and erects a 
permanent marker upon receipt of same. 

~ 



SECTION. II 

PROCEDURES UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

6. Administrative Procedures When Death -
Occurs in Army Hospital 

a. The administrative reports neeessary 
when death occurs at a U.S. Army hospital are: 

(1) Hospital Report of Death, WD AGO 
Form 52-9 (Hospital Report of Death). (See 
fig. 1.) 

(2) Certificate of Death (State Health De
partment Form). 

(3) Notification of death to the commanding 
officer (also immediate commanding officer) 
when required. These reports make up a com
plete administrative record which will then be 
on file for reference. The file copy of the ,Certif
icate of Death, signed by the receiving under
taker, serves as the hospital's receipt for the 
deceased. Another copy of the Certificate of 
Death furnished the undertaker serves as the 
:r:elease of the remains to him. 

b. WD AGO Form 8-24 (old WD MD Form 
52) will be prepared in accordance with current 
procedures. Fact of death will be entered on 
WD AGO Form 8-122. 

Note. WD AGO Form 8-24 will be prepared by a 
medical installation for all deceased Army personnel no 
matter where death occurs - inside or outside a hos
pital, on a post or elsewhere. The fact of death will be 
entered on WD AGO Form 8-122 in all cases of death. 

c. Chart 1 shows the administrative proced
ure for decease in U.S. Army hospitals. See 
figure 1 for Hospital Report of Death. 

7. Immediate Notifications Required 
For All Deceased Personnel 

a. An initial WD AGO Form 52-5 is pro
vided as a simple means of making the imme
diate notifications required after the death of 
military personnel has been reported to the 
commanding officer of a post, camp, station, or 
air field. (See figures 2 and 3.) Items A through 
Z and aa, part 1 of Form 52-5, are the basis 
of the telegraphic report to The Adjutant 
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General. (See c below.) Part 2, when com
pleted with necessary information, is the re
quest and basis for any order required to ship 
the deceased with an escort, to the place of 
interment. Part 3 is the authority and the order 
for a summary court officer where required. 
Part 4 is the authority and the order for the 
investigating officer where required to conduct 
investigations. Part 5 is for the purchasing 
and contracting officer. Part 6 will be filed. 

b. The preparation of these copies in one 
operation makes it possible to give complete 
data to all interested a_gencies with a minimum 
of delay after the death and without waiting 
for publication of special orders. It is not 
necessary for a summary court officer, an in
vestigating officer, or a purchasing and con
tracting officer to wait to receive his special 
orders. Instead, he may proceed with the 
necessary arrangements and receive the orders 
at a later date. 

c. After the commanding officer has received 
the notification of death from the surgeon, he 
will immediately notify by radio or telegraph 
(multiple address message) The Adjutant 
General and (1) Director of Personnel and 
Administration, War Department General 
Staff, Attention: War Department Safety Di
rector, if the deceased was assigned, or attached 
unassigned, at a class I or class II installation, 
or (2) Commanding General, Army Air Forces, 

·Attention: AC/ AS-1, Ground Safety Branch, if 
the deceased was assigned, or attached un
assigned, at a class III installation, giving the 
information as outlined in items A to Z and aa 
of WD AGO Form 52-5 ·(fig. 3) and any addi
tional data as to specific duties or mission 
upon which engaged at time of death. Unit 
designation will be included under item J; and 
under aa in all cases of accidental death there 
will be given a brief description of the occur
rence, including exact location, date and hour 
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d. A telegram of notification of death (fig. 
4) is sent to the emergency addressee over the 
signature of the commanding officer of the post, 
camp, station, or air base, with a request for 
he name of a funeral director and the name 

and address of the person designated to pay the 
interment expenses. 

e. A letter of sympathy is sent to the nearest 
relative over the signature of the commanding 
officer. See figure 5 for suggested form of letter 
of sympathy. 

f. Chart 2 shows the procedures in the ·Use 
of the notific!l~ions described above. 

8. Disposition of Deceased Personnel 
a. INITIAL STEPS. After receiving the tele

gram from the emergency addressee concerning 
~e disposition of the deceased, the command
- g officer will take prompt action to see that 
-urther disposition 9_f .the deceased (including 
-1..:pment) is accomplished without undue de-

- . The supervisor of mortuary operations, or 
_.._e personal affairs officer, will act for and 
a...;;;sist the comm~nding officer in this matter. If 

reply is received from the next of kin, or 
·-position instructions cannot be obtained 

m relatives or the emergency addressee, if 
-her than a relative, the commanding officer 
-· · s.sue instructions for burial of the remains 

er in the nearest national or post cemetery 
place of death if deemed advisable and 

r (AR 30-1820). Chart 3 shows clearly 
_,....~ .steps to be taken in the further disposition 

eased personnel-the preparation of the 
-rry Issue Slip for new clothing (if neces

and the flag, the appo~ntment of the 
by the immediate commanding officer if 

~u~), the completion of WD AGO Form 
·ch had been held in suspense file, and 

cparation and distribution of the special 
~~~ required. · 

PREPARATION ROOM REPORT is ac
hy three persons-the purchasing 

cting officer, the surgeon, and the 
t or. Five copies are made and dis-

- shown in Chart 4. Instructions for 
-he form are found in figure 7. 

.•• IO~ OF SHIPMENT OF REMAINS. 

(1) When the remains are prepared for ship
ment, the purchasing and contracting officer 
will notify the emergency addressee and the 
designated funeral director of the shipment of 
remains. (See fig. 10.) 

(2) If circumstances delay the shipping, 
notifications of the delay must be sent. (See 
figs. 11 and 12.) 

9« Autopsy Procedures 
The autopsy surgeon will : 

a. Perform autopsies in <Such manner that 
there will be a minimum ·of delay in release of 
the remains to the funeral director for em-
balming. " 

b. Be available on call at all times, where 
possible, to expedite performance of the ex
amination. On bodies arriving at the morgue 
prior to 2,200 hours, autopsies will normally 
be completed on the same day and the body 
made immediately available to the contract 
funeral director. (See AR 40-590.) 

c. Use a technique that will insure minimum 
interference with embalming functions ·of the 

_ funeral director. The medical officer responsible 
for performing autopsies will confer with con
tract funeral director on the manner of prep
aration of bodies prior to their delivery to the 
contract funeral director and, where desired by 
the funeral director, will make the following 
restorations: 

(1) Ligate -key arteries, including the in
nominate, left subclavian, and iliacs, leaving 
the ends of ligatures sufficiently long to be 
easily found. If a cranial examination is made, 
ligate the internal carotid and vertebral ar
teries or close the base of skull with plaster of 
Paris or any suitable substitute preferred by 
the contract funeral director. 

(2) Dry body cavities and securely close 
body orifices. Suture incisions tightly with 
overlapping skin. ~dges. 

d. Perform autopsies at a location arranged 
to suit the convenience of the contract funeral 
director when death occurs outside a hospital 
and the remains are already at the contract 
funeral director's establishment, provided that 
the equipm~nt for the proper conduct of the 
autopsy can be made available. (See Uniform 
Burial Contract.) 

" 7. 
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of the occurrencei and how it occurred (pri
ary cause). 
d. A telegram of notification of death (fig. 

4) is sent to the emergency addressee over the 
·gnature of the commanding officer of the post, 

C'aDlp, station, or air base, with a request for 
.e name of a funeral director and the name 
d address of the person designated to pay the 
terment expenses. 
e. A letter of sympathy is sent to the nearest 

relative over the signature of the commanding 
cer. See figure 5 for suggested form of letter 

f sympathy. 
j . Chart 2 shows the procedures in the use 

f the notifications described above. 

Disposition of Deceased Personnel 
INITIAL STEPS. After receiving the tele
from the emergency addressee concerning 

.... e disposition of the deceased, the command
officer will take prompt action to see that 

.r::r..her disposition 9f the deceased (including 
"pment) is accomplished without undue de
. The supervisor of mortuary operations, or 

personal affairs officer, will act for and 
the commanding officer in this matter. If 

reply is received from the :next of kin, or 
~~sition instructions cannot be obtained 

relatives or the emergency addressee, if 
'Er than a relative, the commanding officer 

-- -ue instructions for burial of the remains 
-.::r in the nearest national or post cemetery 
;. place of death if deemed advisable and 

...----=- (AR 30-1820). Chart 3 shows clearly 
.s to be taken in the further disposition 
~d personnel-the preparation of the 

. Issue Slip for new clothing (if neces
d the flag, the appo!ntment of the 
y the immediate commanding officer if 

A,.. ... · zi:J. the completion of WD AGO Form 
·ch had been held in suspense file, and 

~-ration and distribution of the special 
uired. · 
PREPARATION ROOM REPORT is ac

hy three persons-the purchasing 
cting officer, the surgeon, and the 

tor. Five copies are made and dis
shown in Chart 4. Instructions for 

_ the fo rm are found in figure 7. 
-~::.tt'!CATION OF SHIPMENT OF REMAINS. 

(1) When the remains are prepared for ship
ment, the purchasing and contracting officer 
will notify the emergency addressee and the 
designated funeral director of the shipment of 
remains. (See fig. 10.) 

(2) If circumstances delay the shipping, 
notifications of the delay must be sent. (See 
figs. 11 and 12.) 

9. Autopsy Procedures 
The autopsy surgeon will: 

a. Perform autopsies in cSUch manner that 
there will be a minimum ·of delay in release of 
the remains to the funeral director for em
balming. 

b. Be available on call at all times, where 
possible, to expedite performance of the ex
amination. On bodies arriving at the morgue 
prior to 2,200 hours, autopsies will normally 
be completed on the same day and the body 
made immediately available to the contract 
funeral director. (See AR 40-590.) 

c. Use a technique that will insure minimum 
interference with embalming functions of the 

_ funeral director. The medical officer responsible 
for performing autopsies will confer with con
tract funeral director on the manri.er of prep
aration of bodies prior to their delivery to the 
contract funeral director and, where desired by 
the funeral director, will make the following 
restorations: 

(1) · Ligate key arteries, including the in
nominate, left subclavian, and iliacs, leaving 
the ends of ligatures sufficiently long to be 
easily found. If a cranial examination is made, 
ligate the internal carotid and vertebral ar
teries or close the base of skull with plaster of 
Paris or any suitable substitute preferred by 
the contract funeral director. 

(2) Dry body cavities and securely close 
body orifices. Suture incisions tightly with 
overlapping skin. ~dges. 

d. Perform autopsies at a location arranged 
to suit the convenience of the contract funeral 
director when death occurs outside a hospital 
and the remains are already at t he contract 
funeral director's establishment, provided that 
the equipment for the proper conduct of the 
autopsy can· be made available. (See Uniform 
Burial Contract.) 
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Ch1rt 1 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

SECTION A-PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION OF HOSP.ITAL DEATH REPORT 

HOSPITAL REPORT OF 
DEATH 
WD AGO FORM 52·9 
THIS REPORT CONTAINS 
THE FOLLOWING 
-WARD REPORT 
-RECORD OF AUTOPSY 
-ADMINISTRATIVE 

REPORT 
-INSPECTION OF 

REMAINS 

DEATH RIPORJ 
, -WARD 

DEATH REPORT 
--------WARD 

-Prepdres wdrd report. 
-Forwdrds immedidtely to 

the Chief of Service or his 
designee. 

-Performs dnd supervises 
professiondl duties. 

CHIEF OF SERVIC 

-Checks dnd mdkes neces
sory chdnges, dnd dP· 
proves. 

-If Commdnding Officer re
quests dutopsy be per· 
formed on military person
nel, chi el of !dbOrdtory 
service performs du topsy . 
AR 600-550. 

-Authon~y for dutopsy from 
next of kin not required 
for militdry personnel. AR 
600-550, 

-:Pre pores record ·of GU · 

topsy. 

-Stdrts ddministrdtive dct1on 
on bdSIS of report. 

-Enters edch dCt1on on 
dedth report. 

-Holds report in suspense 
until used to record in· 
spect1on of remdinS. 

DEATH REPORT 
-WARD 

=i~h%T~~:ERVICE ··----
• INSfECTION 

->iles completed record , 

-T dephones to contrdct 
undertdker o; qu.rtermdS-
ter if there 1s no contrdct 
undertdker, to drrdnge for 
prepdrdt1on of remdlnS for 

SECJJO_N B-PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION OF THE CERTIFICATE bundl 1 CERTIFICATE G--
OF DEATH WHEN CORONER IS NOT REQUIRED TO SIGN CERTIFICATE 1 cmmcm 

J CERTIFICATE 
CERTIFICATE OF DEA TH OF DEAHi 
SlATE HEALTH DEPART· 
MENJ FORM 

/ ' 

SECTION C-PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION OF THE CERTIFICATE 
OF DEA TH WHEN CORONER. IS REQUIRED TO SIGN 
CERTIFICATE 

CERTIFICATE OF DEA TH 
STATE HEALTH DE· 
PARTMENT FORM 

NOTE 3 

-If· coroner 1s unduly deloyed i.n s19nin9 certificdte of 
.dedth. (ovet 24 ,hours), Commdnding Officer of 
hosp1tdl is dllthorized to sign 

-Completes preporot1on of cert ifi · 
Cdte of dedth 3 CERTIFICATE ,..._ 

OF OEATll 

-Files. copy dS receipt or 
-:lecedsed from undertdker. 

1 CERTIFICATE ~ 
1 CERTIFICATE 

l CERTIFICATE 

4 
CERTIFICATE 
OF OEATll 

-Receives co pies 1-3 from 
co roner . 

-Forwords co pies 1-3 to 
loborotory servi ces to re
ledse remdins. 

-Files. 

CERTIFICATE 
Of DEATH 

Chart 1. Administrative Procedure for Decease in U.S. A1·my Hospital 
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TIVE 
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~~ 
d. 

dCt 
dS· 

rdct 
! for 

~ 
of certifi-

to 

FOR DECEASE .,N-U. S . . A.RMY HOSPITALS 

-S1 gns d!I copies. 
-Sends 1 dnd 2 to under-

tdker. 
-Obtdins signdture of un

dertdker dS receipt for de
cedsed on copy 3. 

-Sends 3 to registrdr. 

-Forwdrds copies 1 dnd 2 
to undertdker. 

-Obtd1ns signdture of un
dertdker dS receipt for 
decedsed on topy 3. 

-Forwdrds copy 3 to res· 
istrdr. . 

-At time ot inspection of 
remdins th~ surgeon or his 
designee dnd the qudrter· 
mdster ;r his designee sign 
inspection of remdins re
port or refuse to sign. 

-Return report to registrdr. 

IELEPHON[ 

-Arrdnges to move de
cedsed dnd prepdre re~ 
:ndins for bur.id!. 

I CERTIFICATE 
2 CERTIFICATE 

or ·DEATH ·~ Retains. 

-Forwdrds copy 1 to -Stdte 
Hedlth Depdrtment. 

-Retdins copy 2 dS his 
record dnd reledse. 

I CERTIFICATE 

l CERTIFICATE 
Of DEATH 

I ·~F 

-~orwdrds copy 1 to Stdte 
He.Ith Depdrtment, • 

-Retd ins copy 2 dS his 
record dnd reled~e. 

-Commdnding Officer of Army hosp1tdl in the United 
·Stdtes will notify the nedrest reldtive by telephone of 
d pdtient in cnticdl condition dS outlined 1n l\R 
40-590. 

NOTE 2 

-The Wdrd Officer will notify the chdpld1n of the dP· 
proprldte fdith of pdtients in d criticdl condition prior 
to decedse if possible dnd in dll Cdses of decedse. 

-Approves. 
-Signs oil copies . 
.,-Retdins copy 4. 

CERTIFICATf. 
or DEATH 

-Prepdres stdtlsticdl ddtd. 
-Uses for inspection pur-

poses. 

CERTIFICATr 
Of DEATH 

-Prepdres stdtistic•I ddtd. 
-Uses for rnspect1on pur-

poses. 

Chart 1--Continued. 
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HOSPITAL REPORT OF DEATH 
AR-.so 

WAID REPORT 
I. LAST NAME-FIRST NAME-MIDDLE INITIAL Z. ARMY SERIAL NO. 13. GRADE 4. WARD 

Doe, John J. 2,468,109 P-rt.. 24 
5. DIED (B--J)or-Jf __ Y_) , 6. CHAPL NOTIF. 1. RELIGION 

1.700 24 JulY .1945 YES J: 'NO p 
1. NAME. ·ADDRESS. AND RELATIONSHIP OF PERSON TO BE NOTIFIED 

llr. Thomas c. Doe. Tl Hillside Aire •• Woodstock. Conn. 
9. NAME. ADDRESS. AND RELATIONSHIP OF RELATIVE OR FRIEND PRESENT AT DEATH 

Wone 
10. DIRECT CAUSE OF DEATH 

Peripheral -n.scul.ar collapse, HT8.re s~eon:lary to ·1tea 2 

. 111. LINE OF DU~12. MISCONDUCT 
. YES ~NO YES I NO 

below. U te eel 
13. CONTRIBUTORY CAUSE OF DEATH ·1·;; .. 
Brain, Laceration ot, Seftre, aec'identa~ incurred when sol-

114. LINE OF DU~MISCONDUCT 
YES ~NO YES I NO 

dier was hit b7 truck at 2200, 2J Ju~ 1945, ll't. Dixl N. J. Und te 
16. PRINCIPAL FINDINGS OF OPERATIOR (If - ,_.,...-_ .. -) I ~~NV~GATING T~~REOUIRED 
Subdural he111& toma, lett, extensi ire. Brain, laceration ot, 
dittuse . severe. operation pertormed OlJO, 24 Ju~ 1945 

~URINA~)/4· t 
' ~ ~ . ,/l'C 19.~·:~:~o~~"~:J.(~~;~Ge.\\c. 

'I v {/ RECORD OF AUTOPJT • 

Zll. AUTOPSY ORDERED BY (SigfOGllU• o/ C. 0. «Ai< DMip#) 

I 2
1

~T~}T l94S \ 1-~-~ :J~, ~'Cf\\(. 
22. PRINCIPAltlNDINGS AT AUTOPSY (If - p«f...-4, oo -) ' 

Subdural Hematoma, left extensive. 
Brain, laceration or, diffuse, severe. .. 
Skull, fracture ot, 111Ultiple. co111DOund, decomoression, operative, left. 

23. AUTOPSY PERFORMED (PU- ond Dolf) 24. AUTOPSY PERFORMED BY (Si"'°"'" ~rl / :z;;. t:i;.11. t 
~- / 7.J.I,... . . .. 

24 July 1945, Tilton GH, Ft. Dix, N. J. // - d' r --7- _,__.., 
ADMINISTRA 1u- REPORT 

25. ACTION TAKEN BY REGISTRAR-ADMIN. OFF OF DAY (AR 600-550) HOUR DAY MONTH YEAR IN.ITIALS OF RESPONS. OFF ------
A. TELEGRAM TO EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE XlJQ__ ~- -.i1Y1L ..12il... TJH 
B. NOTIFICATION TO AUTOPSY SURGEON J.UQ_ II . . II II TJH 
C. TELEGRAM TO ADJUTANT GENERAL . ~ J,'.Z3Q__ II II II ?JH 
D. NOTIFICATION TO COMMANDING OFFICER .lTIQ__ " II II TJH 
E. NOTIFICATION TO RED CROSS .lTIQ__ II II II TJH 
F NOTIFICATION TO INFORMATION OFFICE .lTIQ__ II " " TJH 
G. NOTIFICATION TO UNDERTAKER J.9QQ_ " II II TJH 
H. NOTIFICATION TO TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 0800 ~ " II HAP 
I. NOTIFICATION TO QUARTERMASTER (Supplr) J.2QQ._ _y.__ II " TJH 

J. OTHER (Sp«i/rl -~ 

2:6. REMARKS 

Pvt Robert N. Hamill, '3 426 028 is to be escort 
-

INSPECTION OF REMAINS 

2]. IN COMPLIANCE WITH AR 4G-590. I CERTIFY THAT THE REMAINS WERE INSPECTED AFTER ElllBALMING. 
~~&i~'N~E'co~k~r'Ai"~~~~~ i~:,~7:.c;r~FICER AFTER THE BODY WAS CLOTHED AND Trenton, N. J. 

za. SIGNATURE OF INSPECT! G OFFICER-FOR SURGEON 129. SIGN:;;RE OF re-~ OF~~O/R Q~AST. ~ H{c_ 
~ cfc~~ ('ftLfi 0~ ~ o/ 

INSTRUCTIONS.-Ward Officer will prepare items 1-18, Chief of Service will sign item 19. Form will then be forwarded 
to Registrar or Administrat ive Officer of the day for necessary action without delay. Prepare in . one copy only. Use of ink or 
indelible pencil aut horized. Print or type entries. 

WO AGO FORM 2 9 
t JUL. 1944 5 • • 

Figure 1. War Department AGO F orm 52-9 (Hospital R eport of Death) . 
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e. Prepare complete records of autopsies 
performed ; retain orre ; and forward one copy 
direct to The Director, Army Institute of 
Pathology, Washington, D. C. (See AR 40-
410.) 

I 0. Responsibility of the Government and 
Submission of Claims When Next of Kin 
Elects to Obtain Undertaking Services 

a. Emergency addressee or next of kin has 
the right in any case to take immediate charge 
of remains and to obtain undertaking and 
burial services other than Uniform Burial 
Contract services. In such cases, the Army is 
responsible for the remains until the emergency 
addressee or next of kin takes charge. 

b. No inspections will be made if emergency 
addressee or next of kin elects to engage a 
funeral director other than the contractor hav
ing the Uniform Burial Contract. 

c. The Army is absolved, after the emergency 
addressee or next of kin takes charge of re
mains, of all mortuary responsibility except 
t hat of placing in line for payment valid claims 
for burial and interment expenses. · 

d. Burial expenses not in excess of the cost 
of burial services under Uniform Burial Con
tract in effect at the place of death will be 
placed in line for payrµent by the Government 
upon receipt of a valid claim. If no contract 
was in effect, the clai'm will be submitted to 
and evaluated by The Quartermaster General. 

e. Interment expenses not in excess of $50 
will be paid by the Government upon receipt 
of a valid claim. 

f. The purchasing and contracting officer at 
the installation that would have been respon
sible for obtaining burial services if the re
mains had not been released to the next of kin 
will advise the emergency addressee or the next 
of kin how to submit a valid claim for burial 
and interment expenses. This advice, given by 
letter, will contain the information shown in 
figure 16. 

g. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
SHOULD EFFORT BE MADE BY THE 
CONTRACTOR OR HIS AGENTS TO PER
SUADE RELATIVES OR FRIENDS OF THE 
DECEASED TO PURCHASE A SERVICE 
EXCEEDING IN COST THE SERVICES 

PROVIDED IN THE CONTRACT, AS THIS 
SHOULD BE PURELY VOLUNTARY ON 
THE PART OF RELATIVES CONCERNED. 

I I. Procedures For Cremation 
This paragraph sets forth the procedures when 
cremation is requested and allowable ~xpenses 
in connection therewith. · (See Chart 6.) 

a. WHEN REMAINS ARE CREMATED. (AR 
30-1820 and 30-1830.) Remains are cremated 
ONLY upon written request of legal next of 
kin of decedent concerned. UNDER · NO CIR
CUMSTANCES WILL THIS REQUEST BE 
SUGGESTED BY MILITARY . AUTHORI
TIES AND EVERY EFFORT WILL BE 
MADE TO DISCOURAGE SUCH SUGGES
TIONS BY CONTRACT FUNERAL DIREC
TOR. This cremation may take place at: 

(1) Place of death, prior to shipment. 
(2) En route to final destination. 
(3) After arrival at final destination. 

Note. No cremation will take place unless authority 
for same, signed by next of kin, is received. 

b. CARE AND DISPOSITION OF REMAINS BE
FORE AND AFrER CREMATION. Remains to be 
cremated will be accorded the same care and 
disposition as in normal procedures outlined 
in paragraph 8. Prior to cremation, remains 
will be embalmed, clothed and casketed, and 
inspected. The usual notifications will be sent. 
An escort will accompany remains, or the ashes 
in urn, to final destination. An interment flag 
will be placed in shipping case when remains 
are shipped. When cremation occurs before 
shipment, the escort will be given the flag. 

c. CREMATION AT PLACE OF DEATH PRIOR TO 
SHIPMENT. · (1) ,Cremation will take place at 
local crematory, if available, when legal next 
of kin requests that ashes of decedent be sent 
to final destination and does not designate the 
name of crematory. 

(2) The purchasing and contracting officer 
will execute a purchase order for cremation and 
a suitable urn for the ashes with a local cre
matory, including the transportation to local 
crematory after funeral services are held at 
place of death. 

(3) Following cremation, ashes in urn and 
a flag will be delivered by escort to legal next 
of kin, funeral director, or person designated. 
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DOCUMENT 

, IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED', 

SURGEON 

IMMEDIATE 
COMMAND· 

ING 
OFFICER 

SUMMARY 

COURT 

OFFICER 

INVESTI· 

GATING 
OFFICER 

SUPERVISOR OF 
MORTUARY 

OPERATIONS OR 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 

OFFICER 

'SECTION A-IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS" UPON( 
' '~ECEASE OF-PERSONNEL SUBJECT TO MILITARY AUTHORITY · -

12 

1
NOTIFICA TION 
BY SURGEON 
(LETTER, TELE. 

PHONE CALL 
OR OTHER 

.FORM OF NOTl
l FICA TION) 

TELEGRAPH 
MESSAGE TO 
EMERGENCY 
.ADDRESSEE 

COMMERCIAL 
WIRE TO 

EMERGENCY 
.ADDRESSEE 

REPORT OF 
OEATH WDAGO 

FORM 52-5 

-Prepdres notified· 
tion of decedse for 
1mmedid te Com 
mdnd1nq Off;cer 
dnd Commdnding 
Otf1ce1 ct nest, 
Cdmp, or stdt1on. 

- Telephone or other 
dd vdnce not1f1cd· 
t1on will be con· 
firmed by written 
notif1cdtion. 

2 
NOTIFICATION 

- Collects dnd in· 
ventories ef. 
fects. 

-Drops soldier 
from morning 
report. 

- Determines who 
will be escort .· 

I 
NOT IFIC ATION 

- Receives notificdtion by sur· · 
geon . 

-Obtdins dli other necessdry 
ddtd dVdildble. 

- Uses dS d bdsis for prepdrd · 
tion of follow1n9 notified· 
tion shown below. 

1 TEL EGRAPH 

-Prepdres telegrdph to the 
emergency dddressee, re
porting decedse, request1n9 
de11gndt1on of funerdl di
rector, ndme dnd dddress of 
person . designdted to PdY 
funerdl expenses, dnd stdt· 
1ng buridl e•oenses di · 
lowed . 

~'~T-~~~~~~.;....~~1.....: 

c==i 1 -Uses dS d bdsr> 
for duthoro ty 
to dCt dS sum
mory court of. 
f1cer See 
Chdrt 12 / 

-Uses dS d bdm _:rep~resfors19ndtureo;CO. 
for duthonty to - Distributes. 
conduct dn 1n-

ve:st19dt1on 1t re-
q u ore d'. See 
Chdrt 10. 

Chart 2. Immediate Notifications Required_For All Deceased Personnel. 
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FOR ALL DECEASED PERSONNEL 

I 
NOT IF ICATIO N 

-Rzceives notifiction by sur
geon . 

- lmmed idtely notifies Super
visor o f MortuMy Operd
tions. 

TELEG RAPH 

- Signs. 

• 

I I I c:::J AGO li.5 

-Signs dnd returns fo r dis-
tribution. 

- Receives . 

TEL EGRAPH 

-Receives. 
-Uses di d bdsis to 

send commercidl 
wire to emer· 
9ency dddressee . 

WIRE 
~ 

-Sends commerc1o l 
wire to emer
gency dddressee. 

~ 
-Receives . 
-Uses os • bdm fo r 

sending TWX to 
TAG 

TWl 

TWX 

- Sends TWX to 
TAG . 

- Messdge 'will be 
sent m Sdme se
quence dS Form 
52-5 . 

- Mdds copy of 
TWX to Army 
Ared in w hich 
dedth occurred. 

COPY or TWX 

- Pl•ces in CdSudlty 
file for follow-up 
letter in cdses 1n 
which Report of 
lnvestigdtion is 
d e ldyed . 

Chart 2- Continued. 

NOTE 1 

Extreme Cdfe will be tdken 1n obtdin
ing ddtd dnd prepdring •II not1f1c11-
t1ons. 

WIRE 

-Receives notif1cd
t1on of decedse . 

TWX 

Use s did bdl!S for 
prepM1ng off1c1dl 
Wdr Depdrtment 
Report of Ded th. · 

13 



Ch•rt t continued 

DOCUMENT 

IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED 

SURGEON I 
IMMEDIATE 
COMMAND

ING 

OFFICER 

SUMMARY 

COURT 

OFFICER 

INVESTI

GATING 

OFFICER 

SECTION B-PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION OF LEITER OF SYMPA:f'HY 

14 

LETTER OF 
SYMPATHY 

Chart 2-Continued. 

SUPERVISOR OF 
MORTUARY 

OPERATIONS OR 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 

OFFICER 

LETTER 

LETTER OF 
SYMPATHY 

-Prepores (for s19 n•ture of 
Commd ndin 9 Officer) dnd 
mdds letter of sympdthy to 
next of kin. 

- The pu rpose of letter 1s to 
express wdrmest sympdthy to 
recipient dl time of beredve
ment. 

-No reference will b e mdd e 
or inferred dS to whether 
decedsed died 1n llne of 
duty or due to his own 
misco nduc t. 

- The letter will stdte thdt d 
persondl dffdirs officer will 
did the next of kin 1n obtdin-
1n9 •nY entitlements (•s dr
redrs •f P•Y) due him. 

- Letter w1 II stdte th•t effects 
ore being shipped. 
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ects 

COMMANDING 

OFFICER 

c::J 
-Signs. 

FOR ALL DECEASED PERSONNEL 
PURCHASING 

AND 

CONTRACTING 
OFFICER 

SIGNAL 

CENTER 

' EMERGENCY 
ARMY AREA ADDRESSEE 

PERSONNEL OR NEAREST 
BRANCH RELATIVE. 

LETTER Of 
SYMPATHY 

-Ne•rest rel•ti·•e, 
or next of kin, re• 
ceives letter of 
sympdthy. 

Chart 2---Continued. 
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~· l 

NOTIFICATION BY SURGEON I ··24 Jul3 194S ·· ~\ 
1 

FllOIO: Connanding Officer ro: -
Tilton Oaneral Hospital COl!lllallding Oftielll' 
Ft. Dix. New Jersey Ft. Dix. New Jerlley 

1. ~AST NAN[ FIRST NAiii[ - llllODL[ NAM( 12. ARMY HR! .t,L NUMll[R \}• GRADE 

Doe John Jamee 2 468 109 Pvt. 

~- co•rMY, R[GIM[NT, SEl".UUT[ 6ATHLION OR Sh•iLU. UNIT I'· If UNASStGHEo._,. STAT[ AMI Oii SER'll CE 

Co. A 18lst Inf., Ft. Dix, N .J. -
6. DATE OF DEATH I'· PLACE OF DEATH r· DI 0 DEATtt OCCUR IN 

19· 
W.iS DEATH DU ( 1'0 DE-

llNEOFOUTT ? c~o·s llllSCONOU CTl 

23 July 1945 Fort Dix, N. J. ~rtse~o vr~ct.o 
10. C,i.IJSE OF 0[ATK 

Drain, Laceration of, severe,· accidentally received when soldier was hit by a 
truck while pushing tJfo memhers of Army Nurse Corps to safety. 

11. MJTOrST FIEQUI RED I"· '""TI G&TING OFFIC" I'}· '"'"'· "PllC&NT FOR I"· DISC .. RGEO ENLISTED ... 
R((UI A[l) E~S~~~NT ':i:J HO CJ HS CD HO (JJ HS c:J NO 
::IJ ' " c::J '0 

[ ...:.~ 

l!j . If l Cl1'11.IAN (lf'L0Y[( 1 $TAT[ U'lll OR Sf"RYICE OR BUREAU BT Wt!ICN EMHOHD 
!:7 I· ---•-

16 ADDITION Al DATA OR R[IUAltS 

Investi[;ation required due accidP.11t causing s~l1!.er 1 s rl"6th. 
~7~ 
JOHN TTTRN!ULL 

I PART 1-TO .... Colonel, !J: 

COMMANDING OFFICER . ..jj~ Co1117!1Bndin~ 

PART 2-TO IMMEDIATE 
w 0-f?.~~10-16 

COMMANDING OFFICER I 

I PART 3- ) I 
FILE COPY 

~ 

Figure 2. War Department AGO Form 10-16 (Notification by Surgeon). 

The escort will be instructed by the command
ing officer of the installation to keep the urn 
in his possession at all times en route to final 
destination. Instructions to escort will be in 
writing, and any papers to be delivered at final 
destination will be properly addressed, placed 
in a sealed envelope, and given to escort for 
delivery at final destination. 

d. CREMATION EN ROUTE TO FINAL DES
TINATION. (1) Cremation will take place en 
route, if no crematory is situated locally, when 
next of kin directs that ashes of decedent be 
sent to final destination. Cremation may take 
place en route to the crematory designated by 
the next of kin if the crematory is situated in 
the direct line of travel and does not necessi
tate additional expense to the Government. No 
deviations will be made from the prescribed 
use of metal liners. The escort will certify that 
he has witnessed the destruction of the casket 
and, when used, the metal liner. 

(2) Arrangements for cremation en route 
will be made by the purchasing and contracting 
officer, including hearse service to transport 
the remains frpm the railroad station to the 

16 

crematory. Selection. of crematory by the pur
chasing and contracting officer will be made in 
a manner most advantageous to the Government 
with regard to distances, transportation 
charges therefor, and cremation charges. 

(3) An escort will accompany remains to 
crematory en route, and ashes in urn to final 
destination. Escort will be instructed in writ
ing, by the commanding officer of the installa
tion, as to all duties to be performed during the 
mission, and have receipt for the ashes and flag 
to be signed by funeral director or the next of 
kin. He will return receipt to the proper officer. 

( 4) Transportation will be provided by the 
transportation officer for escort and remains 
to the point of cremation, and for the escort 
alone to final destination and return to home 
station. 

e. CREMATION AT FINAL DESTINATION. Re
mains will be shipped accompanied by an escort, 
in accordance with normal procedures, to final 
destination. Legal next of kin may choose to 
have cremation either before or after funeral 
services. In either event, escort will accompany 
remains to crematory, and will deliver ashes in 



sin 

urn and the flag to designated consignees. 
f. ALLOWABLE .EXPENSES INCIDENT TO CRE

MATION. The costs of cremation, including a 
suitable urn and any costs necessary to trans
port the remains to the crematory for· crema
tion, are allowable expenses, in addition to 
normal expenses, including preparation of 
remains, casketing, shipment to final destina
tion and the allowance of $50 toward interment 
expenses. There is no limitation of the cost of 

cremation, as this cost varies i.n different 
localities. However, the usual cost is about $50, 
and the cost of a suitable urn ranges from $50 
to $100. 

g. DUTIES OF PURCHASING AND CONTRACTING 

OFFICER. (1) The purchasing and contracting 
officer will place invoice' for cremation and urn 
in line for payment, upon receipt of certifica
tion from crematory. If the purchasing and 
contracting officer is in doubt as to the amounts 

INITIAL REPORT OF DU.TB 
I-......... 

Po$T. C11111r Sul'°". Oii H0$1'1fM. QllKilllAfl!OG RUOIU -, OATI Olf RUOtlf 

I Tilton General Ho•pital 
A DOiien 

Vt, Dix. Hew Jersey 24 Julv lO'-C 

C Guu< A us1 lh•u-r11u1 N.u1l-M1oou ,..., .. , I a A•,,., 5'.IUM. rroo. 

-
n-i 

• STEP 1-COMPlETE ITEMS A·Z AND ADDITIONAL I 
.,· STATEMENT AND SEND TO SIGNAL CENTER ~ 

( UNO!ISUIVlCI 

Doe .a. _Jghn James 
o tto1o1t Aoows 

H C41,1UO#O UTM I OUlOFOL\TM 
n Hillside A!!ftUI. !ood:itock. CoM, I Infantry I 
Tilton General Ho•pital, Ft. Dix, N. J.I Peripheral, Va•eular Collap•• 24 July 1945 

K DOTED# E'IUfO!O(Ufl• 
llt/rlf At11~( $(JIU" 

L. LC1'CiTHOf5';!1~tC [ fOll Po 
Pt"lll'05U I I YtAu I M0i.r .. s· F-Company A, l8lst Infantry, r: .. Dix, N. J, 10 lla7 1942 ) 2 15 

M. OlllllGUIC:Y AOOllUSC( (11.l .. t. llUTIOfrl~"!'. AllD AOOllW) 

Vr. Th0111.1 C. Doe, Father 
2? Hill•ide A venue 
Woodstock. Conn. 

H euuw 1o11y (iv.Mr. 11cu11011$1o11, • .uw ADOltDSI IQ cur BcrtCr1C1A11'1' OD•Gl'tAllD 

llrs. 1'>oma• C. Doe 
2? Hillside A venue 
Wood•toek, Conn._ ll June 1942 

P.INVCSTHOAtlOtl o IMLJIOIOf'DVn I "OWNMt~ I s.wA·s-ol:cUKD_oA __ I T Aut-1uJ> 
l'ICOUlllCD Do.ITJ$T.Uu• AISCJC[ 

YU I"" 'l'U J MO ns J "° ru--r "°-- n;--~- 1ts MD 

w ,,!m101HL1CANT U~9o"i;c~'!¥o'ed ~,~,.:':.,~,!« .. ",",,~, ,~ .. <>, .. "'.,-;,ce,"°":'.::"::'":::-:"'-=.:-:,.!::,_=!,':-.,,,,,,.,i,,,.---'----'--"-1-:--:-=.L,,-A 
J'Olt[Nl!S'TMCN'T [ltl.ISHDMU 

I cs I"" X 'u F-z Mo 
SHOwlf OUT"Du(-TO O•Tr O•vCS'TICOATl*O 1~GltADI:. AliD SUllAL NUtOlll Of' lllVUTIGATI~ orncu: STEP 2-ENTER NAME Of 

111° 125 July 19451 J••• Dill. llalor, Int. 0-22)9)4 INVESTIGATING ·oFFKER If REOUllllD 

DUTIMATIOll 0# AU4.t.l/'IS °' Dl:CtASLO AND r u .. uu.1. 01PlClOA DlSIC. .... UD TO MAii.[ BuJllJ4 

MlLIUllY 0'fJIUM)MS OfFIC(ll A'1QlllTU 
ORTIWMll'llOACTIWITtCS 

J. C. llcOill, Undertaker. 408 South Ma.in St. Woodstock. CoM 
NAM(. GlllAOC. AllD Sl:lllAL NUMlll Of BUllJAI, [5oCOJIJ 

Robert N. Hallill, J,426,028 P..t.., Inf. 
DAU SuMMAllf Coullr OrflCUI AHClllUD '" 

STEP 4-ENTER NAME OF 8URIAL ESCORT ANI> 
SEND TO PERSONNEL OR ADJUTANT TO PREPARE. 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

I 
IUM(. SUi1M:"'Nu!OHJI. AllD GMOC 0# $u"M MAll1' C.OUllT Of'ICP 

I 24 Ju 1945 H. A. Ca bell Ca tain Inf 0- 6- STEP 1-!NTER NAME Of SUMMAllY 
ADOITIOIUJ, DAU AllD/011 SIAUJWIT COURT OFFICER IF REQUIRED 

aa, Solrtier accidentally struck by a truck while p.ishlne two members ot 
Arny llurso torps to safet;y at 2200, 2) July 1945, Fort Dix, II. J, 

11T~'i'~ 

STEP 6-IN(LUl)E THE EXACT LOCATION, DATE I 
AND HOUR or OCCURRENCE, AND HOW l1 

OCCUR RED (PRIMARY CAUSE) 

CoMiuw1:111tCS Madison Pearson 
Brlga.dier General, USA 

NSTRUCTIONS.-P1<'pu re cr.q.nol ,.,,d 4 e»p1e1 lot uM ao lollowf 
STEP 5-NOTE INS1RUCTIONS f-A~T I li•e-"'1 A·ll To S.ql'\01 C•n••• tor w,•e IO lhe Adou•o"I c;..., .. ,ot Co1ual"' tlto.,ch Wo•h•<><1- 0 C u .. i..n .. u la le1 onr ll'l>U•l\Q onlarlftol>Orl. 

P.t.fT 2. H•ld 1n '"';:.'""'• M<l!.I oil •0<3.,•••~ .nw'"'""""' 1 i1eroid or-.d 11'1.Cn ... n, IO p.,..,.,.,...., 'il<l·Oll '° Pf•P<l•• ·~•ol o•.Ht• • lo< dupoMll~ ..t ...._.. ..... 
Pl\Ji'T J. To Su ... ina11 l._,. fr.IOC"• • .t •• .1Y•f<J _,,.,t~.M.t1 OM Of..!e< IO c~...a Sum.,...>•r C .... IL 
fJJ.14 T.,11 ... .,..,,,,..,,Q,1,,.,,_,1,.1···•ed-.. 1h.>r1110M «:l•rsou,.,j,..1.n.0>10Q..>i.c.n.. 

r~tl ':i hPMicr.o .. -.qt.n1lCa«l•oc~ ...,on.c•• r.-ilT 6 Toll!• 

r~ :~0 ::~~ 52-5 ~t.;; b14~':,"'~.=~~;l'!.~~~c ~~~~~ ~.~~~:!t'u , 11-•u::i-1 ~ .. ...... ,._.., ,.,.,,u.,,ic• 

I 
I -· --

I 
I 

Figure 3. War Department AGO Form 52-5 (Initial Report of Death.) 
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MESSAGEFORM I MESSAGE CENTER No I TRANSMITTING MEANS I CRYPTOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

y c-· M I ~~ l._TllA~NS-M-ISS_IO_·_··-ST-RUCT.--IOH-S ------OR-•G_··_·T-OR _D•-TE_-Tl-ME- GROUP 

INFORMATION EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGNALS GROUP COUNT .. •CT10ll 

.. ______ iml!!l!l!l!!llll~~!!lll~ SPACE ABOVE FOR SIGNAL CENTER ONLY-------------... 

COMl'ANDING '.JENERAL . SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

FT DlX NEW JERSEY illiCL 
ACTION TO• 

MR THOMAS C DOE 
2? HILL.SIDE AVENUE 
WOODSTOCK CDrfNECTICUT 

INFORMATION TO 

PRECEDENCE FOR 
ACTION I INFORMATION 

ROUTINE 
0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTHER MESSAGE 
IDENTIFICATION · 1: CLASSIFICATKlN 

I REGRET 'ID INFORM YOU 'IllA T YOUR SON PRIVA 'ffi JOHN JAMES DOE HAS DIED DUE 'ID INJT'RIES 

RECEI~'D IN A MO'IDR VEHICLE ACCIDENT AT FORT DIX NEw JERSEY ON JULY 'IWENTY 'IllIRD 

STOP I.ETIER FOLLOWS . STOP THE DECEASED IS NOW AT TIL'IDN GENERAL HOSPITAL STOP KINDLY 

WIRE COLLECT WP.EWER YOU" DESIRE REMAINS SHIPPED DIRECT HOHE OR DIRECT TO A NATICNAL 

CEME1ERY S'IDP LONG ISLAND NATIONAL CEMETERY FARMINGDALE LONG ISLAND NE?.' YORK IS 

NEAREST YOUR HOME S'IDP IF SHIPMENT HOMI: IS DESIRED PLEASE FURNISH NAME AND ADDRESS 

OF FUNERAL _DIREC1VR SELECTED BY YOU TO RECEIVE RE!l.AINS AT DESTINATION STOP IF 

S!HPME\\'T DIRECT TO A NATIONAL CEMETERY rs DESIRED PLEASE DESIGNATE BY NAME NATIONAL 

C21!E'IERY TO WHICH REPAINS sqourn BE SHIPPED S'IDP FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOVIED 

'I'O'NARD INTJ;ffi1ENT EXPJ:NSES S'IDP KINDLY INCLUDE .IN YOUR WIRE '!HE NAME AND ADDRESS OF 

THE PEP.SON WHO WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYING INTERI!ENT EXPf.NSES STOP MY DEEPEST 

SY!ffATHY rs EXTENDED TO YOU AND MEMBERS OF THE DECEDENT'S FAI'ILV AT IBIS TD.IE F:ND 

- 111~\r'\ry~, 
MADISON PEARSON 
BRIGADIER GENERAL USA 
COM}'ANDING 

1------SECURITY CLASSIFICATION -------------,AUTHORIZATION--------1 

UNCL •: SIGNATURE ~ ~. 

!-------ORIGINATING AGENCY------.---·-· - ~ 
SYMBOi. ·124o•rl8•-nooM• GzRou• ~oHN JoffEs CAPT INF 

This form supersedes WD AGO Form 11 - 168, 23 Au1 4-1, 
and WO AGO Form '801 , 12 Mar 43, wbicli are obeolete. 

ADJUTANT 
I PAGE OF 

jFILECOPY~~~~-. .................................................. .. 
Figure 4. Telegram to Emergency Addressee. 
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Mrs. '.lbomas c. Doe 
27 Hillside Avenue 
Woodstock, Connecticut 

ll;}r dear Yrs. Doe: 

HEADQUARTERS 
FORT DIX. NEW JERSEY 

25 July 1947 

I should like to express '111/1 deepest sympathy over the recent loss of .your 
son, Private John J. Doe, whose death occurred yesterday at the Station Hospital 
as a result of injuries which he incurred in an automobile accident. 

As a member of this command your son was liked by all ct his associates. He 
was an excellent soldier performing all tasks assigned to him in a cheerful and 
efficient manner, thereby winning the commendation of his immediate superiors and 
the respect ot his comrades. News of his death comes as a real shock to all who 
knew him, and his lose will be felt keenly in the organization. 

I sincerely hope that the knowledge that your son was an exemplary soldier 
and died while serving his country will afford you some consolation in your 
bereavement. 

The law provides that as the mother of Private John J. Doe, you may be 
entitled to certain benefits. 'Ihe Adjutant General has been furnished the re
quired infor:nation concerning your son's death, and upon completion of the nec
essary records, will issue certificates of death to the agencies who are respon
sible for making payments to beneficiaries of deceased members of the Armed 
Forces. 'Ihe accounts of your son will be settled by the Finance Officer, Army 
Finance Center, O~F, St. Louis 20, Missouri. The effects of your son have been 
ci:>llected and will be fonrarded to you at the above address. 

Within the next few days you will be contacted by a Personal Affairs Officer 
from a nearby Army Installation, who will furnish you additional information and 
assist you in connection with obtaining any allowable Goverrunent benefits. It 
will not be necessary for you to pay a fee to any firm or individual in order to 
obtain payment of any monetary benefits. Please feel free to call upon this 
ColUl!l8.nd or any nearby Army Post for assistance and further information. 

Once again, peraonally and for the officers and men of this command, please 
accept our sincere sympathy in your bereavement. 

i 

Sincerely yours, 

1k~G?~ 

___ _I 

MADISON PEARSON 
BRIGADIER GENERAL, USA 
Commanding 

Figure 5. Letter of Sympathy. 

' 

I 
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Chart 3 

20 

PROPERTY ISSUE 
SLIP WO AGO 
FORM '4.46 

TELEGRAM 

TELEPHONE 

TELEPHONE 

REPORT OF DEATH 
WO AGO FORM 
51-5 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

TELEGRAPH TO 
EMERGENCY AD· 
DRESSEE OR HIS 
DESIGNATED 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

-Prepdres Property Issue 
Slip for new buridl 
clothing (if necessdry) 
dnd fldg. 

-Turns over clothing 
dnd Adg to purch•sing 
dnd contrdcting officer. 

TELEPHONE 

-Receives telephone 
notificdtion of disposi
tion to be mdde of 
decedsed. 

-Appoints escort by 
giving ndme, 9rdde1 

dnd seridl number. 

TELEPl\ON£ 

-Telephones ddvdnce 
notice to trdnsportd· 
tion office. 

-Furn1Shes two copies 
to escort . 

-Sends escort to trdns
portdt1on office to •r
rdnge trdnsportdtion . 

INITIAL STEPS IN DISPOSITION 

.c=:J~-... -c:::i.-
-Receives telegrdm dnd -Receives. 

uses dS d bdsis for subse- -Turns over to Su
quent •ct1ons. pervisor of Mortu

•ry Operdtions. 

-Telephones immedidte 
commdnding officer for 
escort from decedent" s 
.- r9dn1zdtion. 

-Enters ndme dS shown 
below 

·--·--·~ AGO 52·~ t..i-...1 
·Pulls 52-5 from s"lisr-

-Receives 52-5 dnd uses dS pense file. 
d bdsis for specidl orders . -Enters ndme, grdcfe, 

-PrepdrdtiOn of SO re- dnd seridl number of 
quired if rtmdins dre to summdry court officer 

d h -Enters ndme, grdde, 
be shippe wit esc?rt. dnd seridl number of 

-Prepdres dn distributes 
dppropridte SO contdin
ing ddtd on investigdting 
officer, summ.ry court, des
tindtion of remdins, escort, 
dnd person duthorized to 
PdY buridl expenses. 

escort. 

-Enters ndme, grdde, 
dnd seridl number of 
investigdting officer, if 
investigdtion required. 

-Enters ndme and ad
dress of person author
ized to P•Y buridl ex
pense. 

-Enters destin.tion of 
decedsed. 

Posts oa tlulletin Bodrd" 
or ent~rs in D•ily Bulle
tin. 
To lnvestigdting Officer 
(If required). 

COPY OF 
TELEGRAM 

-Sends copy of tele
gr•m to P {!<. C Of
ficer. 

Chart 3. Initial steps in dispositiQn of deceased personnel. 



.... 
t1ons. 

~
~-llY of tele. 
. /j c Qf. 

OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

COPY Of 
TELEGRAM 

- Receives 

-Sends commercidl telegrdm 
to emergency dddressee 
dnd des1gndted funerdl di
rector stdting time, ddte, 
dnd rddrodd on which de
cedsed will Mrive . 

-Arrdn9es for buridl pdrty 
to ledve promptly. 

-Notifies contrdct under
tdker time decedsed must 
be shiooed. 

-Fills property issue 
slip. 

-Furnishes complete 
cledn dnd service
dble uniform dnd 
interment Ad9 with
out chdrge d9dinst 
decedsed. 

-AR 30-1820, AR 
30-1830 dnd AR 
260-10. 

NOTE 2 

-A color gudrd mdy be furnish?d dt the: request 
of decedent 's fdmily (AR 600.JO), 

3 SPECIAL ORDERS 

4 SPECIAL 
ORDERS 

-Support> Pdyment 
of buridl expenses 
e1nd issudnce of rd· 
tions to escort. 

CIW.rt 3-Continued. 

~ 
-Emergency dd· 
dressee or his dP.•· 
igndted funerdl di· 
rector tele9rdphs 
disposition to be 
mdde of decedsed 
dnd ndme dnd dd· 
dress of person dU· 
thorized to PdY in
terment expenses. 

NOTE 1 

-If impossible to locdte emergency dddresse~. 
nedrest reldtive, or next of kin, bury decedse:d 
dt post or dS desigMted by commdndir.g officer. 

-If dfter d redSOndble time he is not cldimed, th~ 
decedsed is entitled to be buried ind Ndtiono1 
Cemetery AR 30-1820. • 

TELEPH ONE 

-Receives ddvdnce 
notice of shipment 
of decedsed with 
escort to destind· 
tion. 

SPECIAL 
ORDERS 

-Arrdnges trdnspor· 
tdtion for decedsed 
dnd escort. 

tElEGRAPH 

-Recei ves notificd
tion of drrivdl of 
decedsed dccom
Pdnied by escort. 

-Th is messdge is no r
mdlly received by 
designdted funerd l 
director dnd emer
gency dddressee. 
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DOCUMENT 

PREPARATION 
ROOM REPORT 

CERTIFICATE OF 
INTERMENT 
EXPENSES 

CERTIFICATE ON 
CONDITION OF 
REMAINS ON 
ARRIVAL 

PROCEDURES FOR CARE AND DISPOSITION 

-fills in report dfter 
prepdrdtion of remdins. 

-Certifies report df
ter inspection of 
decedsed dt funerdl 
Odrlor. 

-Fills out items 1 dnd 2 on 
5 copies of report. 

Fi,les .. z PREPARATION ' 
ROOM REPORT 

-Receives dnd certifies cop
ies. 

-Pldces copy 1 in escort's 
envelope. • 

-Completes copies 2, 3,dnd 
4 by filling 1n cost of dis
position of remdins. 

-Distributes. 

-Fills in dll ddtd except 
s i 9 n d tu re, d d t e, d n d 
dmount. 

-Pldces in escort's en
velope. 

I CERTIFICATE 

z CONDITION 
OF 

REMAINS 

-Fills in Mme dnd grdde of 
decedS>d dnd ddte of 
dedth. 

-Pldces in escort's en
velope. 

-Rece ives. 

Chart 4. Procedures for care and disposition of deceased personnel. 
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OF DECEASED . PERSONNEL 

l PREPARATION 
ROOM REPORT 

. 1
4 

PREPARATION 
-Receives. I •· 

1 
ROOM REPORT 

-Receives. 

Files. 

Chart 4-Continued. 

LOCAL FINANCE 
OFFICER 

23 
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ESCORT'S 
ENVELOPE 

VOUCHER FOR 
PAYMENT OF 
INTERMENT 
EXPENSES 

CHECK 

INVOICE FROM 
CONTRACT 
FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHECK 

PROCEDURES FOR CARE AND 

-Prepdres, in tripi1cdte, 
dnd forwards to Pur
chdsing dnd Contrdct
ing Officer . 

~Receives check. 

Chart 4-Continued. 

-Sedls envelope dnd gives 
to escort. 

-Receives. 

~~~1--~~~~~~~~~~
-Prepdres voucher dnd for-
w~rds with 3 copies of 
certificdte of interment ex-
penses for pdyment. 

-Receives. 

DELIVERY 
ORDER 

-Prepdres delivery or
der dnd forwdrds with 
invoice to findnce: 
officer for pdyment. 



DISPOSITION OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

I .... _ . • 
files , 

- Receives forms in envelope 
from escort. 

- Completes Condition of 
Remdins Certificdte dnd 
gives to escort to be re
turned to P & C officer. 

-Uses Prepordtion Room 
Report to determine dn-, 
further preservdtive· med~
ures to be tdken . 

- Gives certificdte of inter
mertt exper>Ses to next o f 
kin or person duthorized 
to po)I expeMes. 

- 51 gns dnd returns to 
Purchdsing dnd Cort
t; dcting Officer. 

- Receives dnd prepdres 
check for expenses of 
intermer>t. 

I CHECK ,. I ~ 
- Receives check. 

-Forwards check for 
expenses of interrr.ent, 
not to exceed $50. 

- Receives. 

-----:--t-~-t-~~--+--~_J_-c=J 

Chart 4-Continued. 
, 

-Prepore s check for 
prepdrdtion of ·re
md ins , dnd forw ords to 
contrdct furterdl direc· 
tor. 
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FROM 

TO 

lTEM 
NO. 

PROPERTY ISSUE SLIP 
5UP"-Y OFFICER © 

Lt. Col. J. A. Fitzpatriclc, QJI 
ORGAlt<ZATIOft OR UMIT@ 

Company A, 18lst Infantry 
(For: John J. Doe, 2468109 

Pvt.• Deceased) 
STOCK Oii 
PART NO.. I 

I 

NOMEHQATUR£ 

Belt, waist, web, EM. M-1937. 

size 36 

ISSUE SUP' 1'0. 

TYP£ Of" ISSUE 

INITIAL 

• AUT'ff. 
AUOW. 

REP!.AC<· 
MENT 

ON HAND 
ANO 

DUE Ut 

MEMO 
RECEIPT 

Clothing and Equipment 
AC.COUNT SYWBQ.. 

l 

UNIT 

= 
TOTAi. 
COST 

Coat. wool. ser~e. on. 18-oz •• I I 
size 38 reirular l I _ l_I L~ 

Drawers. cotton. shorts. on. I I I I_ 
I I I __ l size medium 

I l I Fla11 interment 

2 

2 

Necktie cotton, mohair. khaki l 

Shirt. cotton. khaki. size 

15-33 l 

Socks cotton. tan. size 11 l 

Trousers. field. wool. se~e 

on-33. 18-oz •• size 36 by 31 l 

Undershirt, cotton, summer, 

~leeveless. on. size medium 

I 

AUTHORITY: 
ISSUA,lCE OF QUANTITY IN " QIJAHTITY REQUESTED" COLUMN IS AUTHORIZED. 

ITEMS.MARKED ~DUE our·· WILL~• ·~~ND HEH R".ZEC VED 451~' 1· 
1.ATION WILL BE NOTlflEo..if I I I • 

25 July 1945 F. H. Studt, Lt., QMC 

l 

FORTHEC0MMANOINGOFFI£ ?.~ 4tJJA. 
25 July 1945 A. R. Shay, Lt., ~; 

( DATE) (ORGANIZATION SUl"f'l.Y OfTlc.\.JI 

t----CDA-"'-------"""-'-"'_
5_"_"°"_"""'-__ '_°"_'°'_"' __ --1 QUANTITIES SHOWN IN .. ACTION" COLUMN HAVE BEEN RECEIVED: 

~.;/. ~cL ~.,0-,,JJ 

VOUCHER NO. 123 

25 July 1945 L. T. Roach. Capt •• '!nf.i 
QUAfmTIES SHOWN IN ''ACTION .. COLUMN HAVE BEE.'t ISSUED: 

25 July 1945 ~.{ffr1tjsi!:f/((f 
.,..,., ISroOfJ<W'DI) 

1'~ :r0
1 ~Cl:~ 446 REPLACES WD AGO FORM 4-M. 15 APRIL 19'4 WlftCH MAY 8£ USED. d-16-4871&-1 

I 
Figure 6. Wa-r Department AGO Form 446 (Property Issue Slip). 
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PREPARATION ROOM REPORT 
1. TO (NUM o/ Rrttiri11, F~•n•l nuu/Ot} 

J. C. JlcC1!.ll 
408 South tAain Street 
i'l'oodstock. Connecticut 

1 DISPOSITION DATA TIME 

a. DEATH OCCURRED 1700 

DAT£ 

24 July 

b . RE:covn1y OF R(MAINS 
OCCURRED (Not.i ·appllcable 
A UTOPSY PERFORMED 

c. O COMPLETE Cl PAIHIAL 
u:111rrliln111r !,Aot1fl 

d. REM,.INS TURNE:O OVER TO 
f'UNERAL DIRECTOR 

e. EMBALMED 
a.:oi1"""'~Jhialltd> 

f. SHIPMENT TO FINAL 
CESTINATION 

I· DUE TO ARRIVE 

1800 

2100 

2400 

1650 

2000 

.. COST OF DISPOSITION 

24 July 

24 July 

24 July 

2$ July 

25 July 

L EXPENSE AT Pl.ACE OF OEATH 

( I) RECOVCltY OF IODY 2$.00 

(t.) Dll!IALMIHG JS.oo 

(l) C.t.SKET AHO OUTSIDE 80)( 

(I) MCT.\l.·UHED CASKCT AHO OUTSIO[ a0'1C 12$.00 

(~) HEAltS( Hiit[ s.oo 

(6)flJNERAL.SEIMCCS 

(7) TRANSl'ORTATIOH (RAILj 

I 

2. RO.SAIHS OF tNrirM, urial •11.nibtt, ltQdt. ar111. or Utf;kt) 

Private John J. Doe 
ASll 2 468 109. Infantrv 

PUCE I ,_ELAPSED TIME BE· 
TWEEN DElTH AND/OR HOURS 

Not app i ble 
Station Hospital a. RECOVERY OF' REMAINS 

n this case) b.AUTOPSY l 

Station Hospital t'. EMBALMING 4 

Jones Funeral Home d. IST INSPECTION 15 

Jones •\meral Home e. 2D INSPECTION 16 

From Trenton, N. J. f. SHIPMENT 24 

Yloodstock, Conn. . I J. TIME DUE TO ARRIVE 27 

.. INSTRUCTION$ 

1. Three persons are involved in the preparation of this report : The 
Funeral Director, the Suri:eon, and th( P&.C Officer, 

2. THE ?&.C OFFICER. (a) Fills out Items 1 and 2 on Scopies of 
report and cives all copies to funeral dnector. (b) Receives copies 
1, 2, 3, and4 from funeral directo r, after embalm1nq, and flits 1n Items 
3, 4, 7, and 10 on all copies. Fills out Item 5 on copies 2, 3, and 4 

3. THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR. (a) Fills out Items 11 throue:h 38 
and 46 throu2h 43 1n all cases . (b) Fi lls out Items 39 throu2h 
45 in TYPE Band C cases. (c) Retains copy 5. 

4. THE SURGEON. Sians certificate m Item 9. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

">""""""' 1 54•32. 
I <'><=RT ' i..-...:=:-----

Copy 1.-Recelvlnf Funeral Director. (Placed In escort 's •nvelope by P&C 
OH•te r.) 

Copy 2.-Post Commander. 

Copy l.-Commandin&: General. Service Comm•nd. 

I CO CLOTHIMC llfpiirdiiori} I - I Copy •.-om~e of The QJanerm,s:tr General." (No transm1tl•I letter neceuary) 

__ Copy 5.-Prepuine: F1,1neral Olre<tor. 

I (Q) CRfllllA.TtOfl I I NOTE 1.-Thecopyottt<oe P•fpar,:ion Room Rep.ort forT1'11Quart1rf'l'lut1rGeneral 

(10)fl.A~ 

(11) 

(1) AMOUKT ,AID 

(2),AY(t 

b. INTERMENT [XPE~SE:S 

l , , 
Mr. Thomas c. Dee 
Woodstock. Connecticut 

4.So 

248.82 

50.00 

sho1,1 ld bl submitted u ':io" as CO\U of p•eoarat•)ll ol rtl'fla ins are 
a"'1 ilable. If Co$: dJt1 lor ol'lt'• Items shoNn II'! p.ar S ::o and bare 
11"'1ilable tn,,. sno1,1l.:l tie 1nclUd f'd ono"!'.;n.11 P•1;i1•11ion Room Rf'po•t 
SubseQuent rrpori 1 co"'e""i' other •tenn '" DJ' S a and b (such ll 
transcona.toon.cro:ni"J· inlf'r,..,tn:Jsnould bep•omp1t,.s1,11)m11ted1her 
'utn data Is av3ilabte. Oncf' tnf' fl?•t of 1..,n ts advlud concer"'"; 
lntf'rmentallowanCf'u'ld furnos'lfdlor"T>s on wto 1c n 10 aooly lor same. 
under no drcumstancn snoul.;1 follow.up or l•aetr eeners oe tent ton•~· 
of kin to obUin a Cenilicatt of Interment E~pensn. 

NOTE 2-0nly l tO!N1$ wlll bf' Ortpared lor prisoners of war. a nd •Ill be d lstribv. 
ted 11 copies 2, J, and ' · 

(l) DATE OF ,A.YMEKT S Au~st 1945 

(I) VOUCHER NO. 3906 
IU'.MAAKS: 

7. NAME ANO AODRESSOFSTA.TION HANDLING DISPOSITION · 

Fort Dix, New Jerse:t 
a. INSPECTION-In i:.0..,0•Jance wi•n AR 4'.}-S9'Jand AR 30-18:'0, I CERTIFY th1t the remains were in!ICl'l"td alter 1mb11m111:::. and ac:iJn af:er cne rtmal"s were c:otno?d 

and plated 1n tne casket 11 (pli.ctofi:uprdioril- Jones Funeral Home. Trenton. N. J • 

'· INSPECTINis;;;.Ecx.g?'A.u.A 11~ P&C ~~'0lliJ±--
Captain, l.C, sureeon 1st Lt., .JI£, P & c <lft'.icer 

ri:. ~~0 ::~~ 1 Q-15 PRJ::VIOU3 EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARI:: OO;>OLE1' ~ . 

Figure 7. War Department AGO Form 10-15-Front. 
(PreparatiOn Roam Report) 

-~7·1 
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0 rr~s RECOM,.,[hCCO THAT THl f.lM :LV iJ n: Al,J.OW[O 0 NOT It AU.OWtDTOVltw R£MAlNS .. TYPC OF CASC 
!). RCCUvCO ACMAlNS AT (Du'vnok A.nnr Ml~ or otlwr fJwtallGti<m) Jones Funera1 Home 

I Trenton, Rn JereffT, fraa officer at Station Hospital, Fort. Dix, N. J. 
mr• 

I 14. LENGTH ~ llJ..NCSS Oil MOSM'AUIATIOH, "A.NY, PRIOR TO DEATH 
Tt"( I I I 
~i~ -(Not ....,llcable) 

15- CIPt:IUT10fi Pl'll?R TO ['UTH 1 ·· "AHSWEA ~;;~:AT::;::~;~~ Q m. :(].., 

U CA.JSlVF CEATh 11. CONTJUIUTORY CAUS£$ 

Peripheral vascular col1apse Brain, laceration of, severe 
1t. cv10<:H:::E or oc.;OMPOSITIC»I PIUOR TO CMBALMINli i) NO O Yts (To .-w u lrnl) 

~ 81SCCT£i>ARTUUlS .V.0 v£1HS WUI[ PROPERLY UGATCO u YES 0 NO (1/110, d11ct,I~\ 

" JAU .. OICLrv1:>fp.IT "- DISTENTION or A800M£N ,. tFAt.ISWOllS Y(S ='· c ... usco ,., " llCLIC • EO 

m i "" m I "" INTCNSE I MOOCRATE rLIJIO I ... "' I ,, 
I x I x I I 1· 

" POl"TS or INJ ECTIONS " M£THOO 0# INJCCTION 21. OU/'oC.CS lTo H "atlollo/w·u1"1 C.OhCUfTRATCO n,.u1 0 ill1mlt11m'f) usco 

l:'llttl . ' ' 
ILIAC Ouk J IST INJECTION 5 ?O IN1CCTIOH 8 lOINJ(CTIO .. 

BA.lCHIA.t. Pi.:MP H"NO I • .. t 

FCMOR.ol x GAA.~JTY Ix 8 .Ult IM.J ~CTION s ~H IKJCCTIOH fTlt 11o1JrCTrOH 

" •U .. L..IAY x I , . PRUHJtCTIOH FLUID ,\ A. 0:llTION41.. lltJECTIONS 

(A.11011(1 
~llC t<t>I': 

OIJNCts x PfltSSvRE 

Z9 IF OlHEA 1'1AH ST Ah DARO hAADtNING FLUID 'NA'$ USCD AATtAIAUY GIVE STALNGTH OFCONCC HTAATtO fLUI!> (Ptrctnll 

)Cl, HAML h'RTS WHICM LACKED PRCSCAVATIOH ll. TR UTMCHT Overall concentrated fluid 
direct hypodenoicall;r 

Abdominal walls 
32 PAOBA.Bl[ CON O!;IOH f>F Rl1'1ALHS Ui'OH ARAL VAL ll. AUSOH (1/ dou.bl/u.l or J*!rJ 

0 CXCCL\.CNT £] GOOD 0 OChJBTFUL D POOR 

l4 OR.i.lh.lG[ I " AMOU:T <Quo••) l6. DISCOU>AATLON. IF A.HY (Dt1tr1bi\ I" R<Mom Facial.-result of 
Ii) YU o.., ~GOOD Or~ut o"°"' accident 

:I C.l.VITY TR[ ... TMfNT .l~D Rr'.;uLTS tDutr~ /1.1ll11) Viscera removed and thoroughl3" saturated in concentrated -
cavity nuid. Intestinal gas removed. 

J9 tXTCNT ..:.- MUT1L.ATIOH OF Ri:M.llNS UPOH REC£1PT lDt1tribt) . Extensive cuts and abrasio!IB on back of head and 
face. Right; arm and leg fractured. 

41 UST TRAUMATIC AMPllTA.TIOtlS ... l!URNS 

lST DEGREE None. 
tZ. PARTS EMBALMED t'IY"<>DERMICAUT Abdaninal walls and-areas around fractures as 

ZD UEGREE listed above. 

JO DEGREE U. GEHEftAL l>CSCRIPTIOH OF PRtstRVA.TlVE 'TREAT MEH'f GIVEH ANO RESULTS Vascular injections 
supplemented by hypodermic injections llhere necessary. Remains showed 

PERtCNTOF800Y firm setting up. Discolorations removed. Cosnetic results good. 

... PLASTIC SURGERY (Orfllhtf'rtllort,llon) -- -

None 
O , REA.50!"- IF FEAlURES HOT RESTORED 

.t6. NA.ME OF FIRM 

1a·"'@).'"~ " ''.d~o~tF.[. Jones Funeral Home 
'ft U J, GoO •UJOIOfJfJ •• n11 1•~0,, IU 10 t l:llll-l 

Figure 7. War Department AGO Form 10-15 
(Preparation Room Report)-Back. 



CBEC~ LIST FOR INSPECTION OF REMAINS IN THE NUDE 

l• Body bathed to present • elean eppearan~e. 

2. i:,'ac-. shaven. 

3, Mustache, tr any, triaaed. 

4, Protruding hairs troa nose triaaed. 

5, Verity proper eye treataent to prevent sunken eyelids. 

6· Verity aethods used to secure loser Jaw. 
e 

7. Check identification ~ags, and be sure they acco•oany body. 

8· Tri• and clean tingernsllt• 

9, Note abrasions tor 4ratnage and ~reventive •easures taken. 

10• Check 11edical fdentitication tag, it any, tor correct na•e. 

11. Check tiraness or 'setting uP' ot entire body with sneclal 
eaphasis on extre•tttes. 

12. Check ror presence or gas in abdo•inal cavity, indicated by dis• 
tended abdoaen or by slight Pressure on the abdoaen to note in• 
creased pressure in other parts ot abdoaen. 

13, Check dar~ spots on lower portion or body resulting rro• l•orooer 

circulation or ·~ba!•lng tluld. 

14• Check all tnctslons especially tn posted or autopsied cases to 
insure thai they have been neatly end tightly sutured to nrevent 
leakage. 

13· Check the need ot additional hypoder•lc treat•ent on those oarts 
showing insurrlclent •setting uo' or preservative treat•ent. 

16· Check the back . tor 41scolorat!on or lack or proper circulation 
or eabal•ing fl~ld· 

• 

NOTE : THIS CHECK LIST Will BE USED BY SURGEON AND PURCHASING AND CONTRACTING OFFICER 
WHEN MAKING INSPECTION OF REMAINS IN THE NU.DE AFTER COMPLETION OF EMBALMING. 
REPRODUCE LOCALLY. 

Figure 8. Check list for inspection of remains in the nude. 
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CHECK UST FOR IllSPECTIQN OF ~IAINS ~R B!:ThG CLOmED AND CASKETED 

BODY OF DECEASED 

1. Proper underwe81' ,n body. 

'· Placement ol' .:o•.ton, if necessary, betTreen abrasions and/or incisions a.nd underwear. 

J. Entire ~ .. form c~ ""• pressed and reasonabl7 fitted. 

INSPECTION BY "' 
Epaulet ends under collar. 

SURGEON AND ~ 5. Correct. lroignia clean and proper"!v placed .. 

" " ' r,mcER J _____ ,,. 6. 
Collar of shirt adjusted to fit properly. 

30 

INSPECTION BY 

P & C OFFICER 

?. Tie correctly tied; button:J .. , ,id b'?lt (s) correctly fastened. 

R. General &??e&?'a.nc'! ~atisfactory, 1ncluding application of cosmetics. 

9. Remains pMperly placed in casket as to head room, to present an appearance of repose and to a.seure '" 
maintenance o.f: position durln,e transit. (In accordance with specifications, there will be a minimum of 
ho ( 2) inches between head and top of casket.) 

10 . lJutilated remaina securely 1'Tapped in suitable cloth ma.teriRl, placed in the casket in such manner that 
rtnains will stay in a fixed position during transit, and unifonn placed on top thereof in the casket. 

r 
CASKET 

1. Interior and exterior of casket to C<rtply "'1th specifications. 

2. Manufacturer 1 s warranty stamp to appear on inside of casket. 

). Check to see that top closes evenly "1. th Ole casket proper. 

4. Check for satisfactory general appearance of casket, vri.th particular .attention to see Uiat no objectionable 
abrasions appear on the cas>::et. 

!). Li!'t casket by rails or handles to check strength and eecuri ty of attacl'l'Tlent. 

!.IETAL-UNED CkSKETS 

~ 1. Check to see that liner conforms to specificat~one. 

2. Manufacturer's warranty stamp to appear ·on outside of liner. 

J. Detennine that casket is properly placed and metal liner is sealed. 

I.. Detennine that liner is properly secured 1n casket. 

SllIPPillG CASE 

1. Check material and construction for compliance l'M.. th Unifonn Burial Contract specifications . 

2. See that strips called for in specifications are on bottom of case, outside box. 

). See that case is provided w1 th securely attached handles of sufficient strength. 

4. See that case presentA neat appearancf'. 

5, See that envelope containing proper Health Department and shippiOf. pemits is securely attached to shipping 
case. 

6. S"I' that nag is paced at head of casket Within the shipping case. 

Figure 9. Check list for inspection of remains clothed and casketed. 
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:.: s.'llpping 

MESSAGEFORM I MESSAGE CENTER No I TRANSMIITING MEANS I CRYPTOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

CALLS c~~r~·~ I TRANSMISSION INSTRUCTIONS ORIGINATOR OATE·TIME GROUP 

v 

AC'T!OIO INFORMATION EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGNALS GROU .. COUNT . 
GR 

SPACE ABOVE YOR SIGNAL CENTER ONLY 
FROM : (Originator) COJll 'ANDIN'r GENERAL SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

FT DIX, NEW JERSEY 
ACTION TO: 

PRECEDENCE FOR 
MR THOMAS C DOE ACTION 

I 
INFORMATION 

27 HILISIDE A VENUE ROIJT:;:NE 
• l'TOODSTOCY. CONN 0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTHER MESSAGE 
IDENTIFICATION 

I 
CLASSIFICATION 

INFORMATION TO 

-
RD'AINS OF YOUR SOH '!Ht: LAIB PRIVA'IE JOHN J DOE HAVE BEEN PREPARED AND PIACED 

IN CASKET AND ARE BEING SHIPPED AT GOVERmf.ENT EXPENSE ACCOMPANIED BY ESCORT 

PRIV/..1E ROBERT N HAMMILL TO THE J C MCGILL MOR'IUARY WOODSTOCK ON TRAIN NUMBER 

FIFTY SIX PENNSYLVANIA LEAVING FOUR FIFTY PM 'IWENTI FIVE JULY AND DUE TO ARRIVE 

IN WOODSTOCK Oil TRAIN NUMBER SIXTEEN NEW HA VEN RAILROAD EIGHT PM 'IWENTY FIVE 

JULY STOP ESCORT WILL FURNISH YOU CERTIFICATE WITH INSTRUCTIONS RELATIVE ro 

OBTAINING MAXIMUM ALLOWANCE OF FIFTY DOLLARS MADE BY r,OVERNll.ENT IDWARD INTERMENT 

EXP!Jl5t:S AT DESTPlA'!'ION STOP CLHTIFICATE SHOULD BE SIGNED BY PERSON WHO EN'lAGED 

Fl'W:?J.L nrm:c:oR M!D IS R:.:>PONSI"LE FOil PAYMENT OF HIS BILL AND FORVTARDED ro 

PURCllAS:::W; AND C0}1TRAC'!'ING CFF'ICBR AS DIRECTED ON FORM STOP C!-lliCY. WILL BE 

FOR'ilARDl:D AFTER Rl:;CEIPT OF S!GNED FORM BY PURCHASING AND CONTRACTINO OFFICER END 

~ 

> -
-nf atl....>h'\? e.DJ\b ll""' 

- MADISON Pf:ARSON 
BRIGADIER GBNERAL USA 
COJlMANDING 

SECURITY CLAS SIFICATION AUTHORIZATION 
SIGNATURE 

</~f~ UNCL 

ORIGINATING AGENCY 
SYMBOl I ;~~~~~~OUP OFFICIAL TITLE VJOHN JONESCAPT INF I '!>AGE ADJUTANT 

OF 

~D /,G,O :~~~ 11-1 68 This form super$edes WO AGO Fr:.,..m 11 -168. 23 Aug 41, 
ar.:I WI> Ar.o i'",.rm ~UI, 12 Mar 43, whit"h arlf' obsolete. 

10-4~1-I {:zU. $ . OOH ... lltlllH INllf•GO,,ICt 

Figure 10. Telegram-Shipment of remains. 
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MESSAGEFORM I MESSAGE CENTER No 

I 
TRANSMIITING MEANS I CRYPTOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

CAU.S [~*,~Ea~E I TRANSMISSION INSTRUCTIONS ORIGUtATOR DATE·TIME CiiROUP 

v 

AC110H INFORMATION EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGNALS GROUP COUKT 

u 
SPACE ABOVE FOR SIGNAL CENTER ONLY 

FROM : (Orivi"""") COMNAN!lING GENERAL SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

,........ FT DIX NE'li 1IERScy UNCL 
ACTION TO· 

PRECEDENCE FOR 
MR THOMAS C DOE ACTION 

I 
INFORMATION 

Z7 HILLSIDE A VENUE ROUTINE . WOODSTOCK CONNECTICUT Q ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTHER MESSAGE 
IDEHTlflCATION 

I 
CL.ASSIF?CATION 

INFORMATION TO 

REGRET TO ADVISE THAT TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES WILL DELAY SHIPPING REMAINS OF 

YOUR SON PRIVA'JE JOHN J DOE S'IUP ~LL ADVISE BY WIRE ROUTING AND APPROXIMATE TIME 

DUE 

SYMBOL 

'lU ARRIVE AT DESTINATION END 

11fc..d..t~1>~ 
MADISON PEARSON 
BRIGADIER GENERAL USA 
COl!l.(ANDING 

. 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION \ITHORIZATION 
SIGNATURE 

/~ /1~ UNCL 

ORIGINATING AGENCY 

I 
DATE-TIME GROUP a.ROAL Tm.s-/ JOHN JON}IB CAPT INF 
251200Z 

This form supersedes WO AGO Form 11-168, 28 Aur 4-f, 
and WO AGO Form 801, 12 Mar .a, which are obeolete. 

AD.JU TANT 

Figure 11. Telegram-Notification of delay. 

. 
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TO ESCORT : 

11 for any reason, a delay occurs enroute which causes a ch•n•e 
in your schedule, write out the lollo•in• tele,ram on blank• 
furnished by the teleir•ph o .llice, and send, by straf"jht tele•r••. 

COLLECT, to : 

POST COMMANDER 

CONSIGNEE 
(Receiving Funeral Director) 

COllllDaDding Off1oer 
Fort Dix, New Jersey 

J. C. McGill 
408 South Main Street 
Woodstock, Connecticut 

"""' OF o.,,e,.,~ 19..e ~ (Maae ot reaains and grade) 

DELAYED AT-=n,,.(mi(, '1fu,u~ 
~ere d~r occ urr ed• 

_.h.unMI 9 4ai$-meJ a± nt-1~ 
t1e lay I 

DUE TO ARRIVE AT ~ c1??f? . 25J~ 
1 11"1~ du to ar v el 

ON -/;r;uM, /J'W /Ql, 7luu~ er 6f. 
1Tra1n num be r an d oam t- ot l1a el 

Cf>mt- 2(. ~ •. _1 13 t gn YJ!J 

NOTE : 1. FORM Will BE PREPRINTED OR TYPED ON REVERSE SIDE OF THE INSTRUCTIONS TO ESCORT. 

2. ADDRESS OF POST COMMANDER AND CONSIGNEE WILL BE FILLED IN BEFORE GIVING TO 
ESCORT. 

3. BLANKS WILL BE FILLED IN BY ESCORT WHEN DELAY ENROUTE CAUSES CHANGE IN SCHEDULE. 

Figure 12. Telegram-Notification of delay en route. 
33 
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COl.!!.!ANDING OFFICI:R'S :rnsmucrrms 
TO ESCORT OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

1. You will have a smart, well-groomed appearance, and maintain sobriety at all 
times. 

2. Report to purchasing and contracting officer to detennine at what funeral 
home the remains are located, and secure from him a sealed envelope. 

). Secure two train tickets for each remains from transportation officer. Use 
one ticket for self. Secure berth and meal tickets, if required, from trans
portation officer. 

4. Accompany the remains to the railroad station. 
·.-~·-- :··;- -

5. Accompany remains and PERSOOALLY check to see that casket is placed in the 
baggage car of the right train. 

60 Board the train and occupy seat, after remains are placed in baggage car. 

7. Personally accornparzy- remains, if transferred en route fran one station to 
another, or from one train to another, and stay with remains until they are 
placed in t.h(? proper baggage car before you take your seat on the train. 
Any charges for transportation en route, not covered by your transportation 
tickets, are the responsibility of the railroad. DO NOT PAY SUCH EXPENSES 
OUT OF Y•JUR O~ POCKET as they are paid by the goverrment upon receipt of a 
valid claim for same. 

8. Notify, by wire, collect, both the commanding officer and consignee of a."!Y' 
deviation from scheduled connections. 

9. See that the flag is properly placed on the casket upon arrival at destination. 
It will be placed lengthwise of the casket with the union at the head and over 
the left shoulder of the deceased. The flag will not be lowered into the grave 
and it will not be allowed to touch the ground. It will be give :: to the next 
of kin, if so desired, after the interment. 

10. Take special care of all papers i; your possession and deliver the~, with the 
remains, to the receiving funeral director at destination. 

ll. Offer your services (through the funeral director) to relatives and assist 
them if desired. Remain for funeral services if they so desire. 

12. Be sympathetic and understanding in dealing 'vith relatives, and in conversation 
do not divulge information which sh0uld be safeguarded. 

13. On return, report to the :iupervisor ·of mortuary operations, purchasing and 
contracting officer, or personal affairs officer for a brief verbal report, and 
return the signed Condition of Remains Certificate and the Certificate of 
Interment Expenses, provided it has been accomplishP.d and signed by the rerson 
responsible for the payment of intennent expenses. Do not persuade the person 
concerned to sign this certificate before your departure, but bring it back if 
relatives desire you to do so. 

~~.~ 
EARL D. JOH!iSON _ 
cor.am1, AIR CORPS, 
comANDING 

Figure 13. Instructions to escort. 
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C E R T I F C A T E 
(INTERMENT EXPENSES) 

' .. J . ... 

Date ~t1, //f2'6 

r, Thomas C. Doe, 27 Hillside A venue, Woodstock, Conn. 
(~ame •nd address of person incurring interment expenses) 

. h .ereby certify tha"\ the total sum of$ 0 -f'"h was jncurre·d by me ·in c:-onnection 

with the interment of the remains of the late John J. Doe ....-
(Name!') 

Pr.i ·.rate, ASN 2462109, Inf an tr 
(Cr•de. Army Serial Number, and Arm or Service of Decedent ) 

who died while on active duty with the United States Army on 24 July 1945 
(Date of death) 

at Fort Dix, New Jersey 

~~»~ 
Signature 

NOTE: This certificate will be completed and ai,ncd ·;,y tit• relative who eniaged 

the receiving undertaker and is respons ible for p•y•ent of his bill. It 

is NOT to be accomplished or siAned by the UndertaAer. 

Return to: 

WD AGO FO~" fl-5507 
JO ~AY 1Q!l7 

~ 

Fred Studt, 1st Lt., QJ.'C 
Purchasing and Contrar.ting Officer 
Fort Dix, New Jersey 

FILLED IN av P&C OFFICER 
AND PLACED IN ESCOAt'S 
ENVELOPE FOR DELIVERY TO 
RECEIVING FUNERAL DIRECTQll 

Figure 14. War Department AGO Form R-5507 (Certi,/foate of Interment E xpenses). 
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charged or items shown on the invoice, he may 
forward the invoice to The Qua,.rtermaster 
General for evaluation. 

(2) The purchasing and contracting officer 
will . instruct the legal next of kin how to obtain 
reimbursement for interment and/or cremation 
expenses, in accordance with normal procedure 

........ - -·-·-
outlined in paragraph 10, and will, in addition. 
instruct that a signed statement be included 
with reimbursement request, indicating that 
cremation was requested by next of kin. 

(3) Cost of a second casket, in which to 
place urn after cremation of remains, is not 
authorized. 

CERTIFICATE ON CONDITION OF REMAINS ON ARRIVAL 

I certify that I have received the r••ain• of 

inspected ea•• in the preaenc• of the eacort, and fovnd the reaalna to be ln 

the condition a• atated below: 

In excellent state or preserw.tion. 

SIGNED 

110 AGO FORM R 511:Q9 LHal ••P•e4•cfl.., ~•tlt•r.i .. 4 
30 MAY 19ll7 - :.J 

Figure 15. War Departmient AGO Form R-5508 (Certificate on Condition of Remains on Arrival). 
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·u, in addition, 
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Arrival). 

'.<NOTE 

Mrs. Tho11111s C. !):)e 
27 Hillnde Avenue 
Woodstock, Connecti;C\I~ . 

Dear Ill's. Doe: 

HEADQUARTERS 
F'ORT DIX. NEW JERSEY 

'211 July 19uS; 

I extend to you the deepe!!t sy!!!pathy in your bereavemP.nt over the loss 

of your son while on furlour.h. 

Since you have assumed the responsibility in the ·llspositi:m of his 

remains, this letter is wri. tten to inform you of the l!laroler in which \Tar 

Depart111P.nt burial allowance '"°Y be obtained if desired. 

If you have pai<l. for the expenses ineurr<?d ani desire rcimburs'!l!lent in 

the a1110unt allowed under existing rer;ulat.ions, you should writP. a let•.er over 

j'our own signature to The Quarterm.ister General, \Tar Depart!!l1?11t, 17ashin:;ton, 

D.C. r"'lUesUne reiml:ursemP.nt and enclose an i tern zed,· receiptP.:i bill, in 

quadruplicate, showing th~reon the da-te of p.'lym~nt and ~y whom paid. 

If, hotrever, the unriertakP.r 1 s bill has not been pair!, th<? unrlert.-iker 

should subr:ti t an i tet:U.ze<i invoice, in quadruplicate, +,o The ~'uarterrnaster 

General, War Department, Washington, D.C., containin.; the followin~ certi-

ficate signed bj' the undertaker on each cop~·: 

"I certify that the above bill ~s correct an::! .1ust; that !)aYln'?nt 

therefor ha!' not been received; that all statutory requirements as 

to American pror!uction and labor standard1;, an1! all condit.ions of 

purchase applicable to the transactions have been complied with; and 

that State or local sales truces are not included in the amo,mt billed." 

,::.ncerel:., yo;iz_s 

~~·~ CF. • • 
. • ! ll.~TI!IS 

'riga:lier r; · 
Connanc\i.ne ;en er al, USA 

1 THIS LETTER WILL BE SENT BY POST COMMANDER TO NEXT OF KIN WHEN NEXT OF KIN ASSUMES 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CARE AND DISPOSITION OF REMAINS, ADVISING THE NEXT OF KIN· OF 
THE MANNER IN WHICH REIMBURSEMENT MAY BE OBTAINED. REPRODUCE LOCALLY. 

Figure 16. Letter of advice on reimbursement. 

, 
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Ct..rt S PROCEDURES FOR AUTHORIZING, APPROVINGi 

38 

SECTION A-ADDITIONAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN WHEN THE NEXT OF KIN ASSUMES 

LETTER 

RECEIPTED 
INVOICE 

RECOMMENDA· 
TION fOR 
PAYMENT 

CERTIFICATE OF 
SETTLEMENT 

CHECK 

LETTER 

LETTER ~Files. 

-Sends letter to next of kin with dd• 
vice re9drd1n9 re imbursem ent. 

-P repdres letter . 
-Pldc<S 1nvo1ce in line for pd yment by forwdrding 

letter dnd 3 copies of 1nvo1ce to Generdl Ac
co1int1n g Office through OfftCe of Chief of 
Findnce . 

SECTION 8-ADDITJONAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN WHEN THE NEXT OF KIN ASSUMES 

LUTER 

INVOICE 

RECOMMENDA
TION FOR 
PAYMENT 

CERTIFICATE OF 
SETILEMENT 

CHECK 

LETTER 

LETTER 
~files 

- Sends letter to next of kin with 
ddv1ce re9d~d1n9 re1mbu!Sement. 

- PrepMes letter. 
-Pl .ces invoice in line for p•ymeri ~ oy forwMding 

letter dnd 3 copies of invoice to Generdl Ac· 
counting Office through Offtee of Chief of 
Fin .:mce. 

NOTf 1 
(14im•nt is •dvised bv Office of The Ou•rtermdster Generdf, 
in either· CdSe, when cl dim is forw•rded to the Gener• I 
i'\ccounting Office for p dvment. 

NOTE 2 
.. f or procedures in pdyment c f bur1dl dnd interment expense\ 

when next of kin doe,s not dlSu me respon;1bil1ty fc , d 11 p os1t1 on 
oi rem•1ns, see C.hdrt 4, 

Chart 5. Procedures for authorizing, approving, paying funeral and interment expenses. 
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PAYING FUNERAL AND INTERMENT EXPENSES 

CERTIFICATE 
Of 

SETTLEMENT 

-Receives. 

' 

I c:J I , -~::;.:.~ "~:;~ fM ' •-+-Files.1 
4 CHECK 

-Rece iv es . -Issues check to next 
of ki~: 

•Prepares and forwards ceitif1. 
cate of settlement. 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISPOSITION OF REMAINS AND HAS NOT PAID INVOICE 
·~ 

t...:=... 
-Rece ives. 

-If bill has not been 
pdid, receiving fu
neral director sub
mits invoice, in qudd
r up Ii cat e, to 
OOMG. 

I CERTIFICATE 
. Of 
SETTLEMENT 

-Receives. 
-Uses as a basis for 
· ' Preparing check. 

c::J+c:J 
-Receives . 

-Issues check to re
ce1v1n9 funerdl d1-

. rector . 

Chwrt 5-Continued. 

-Rece ives and evaluates. 
-Uses as a bas is for prepara· 

tion of settlement. 

'I CERTIFICATE 

2 CERTIFICATE 
Of 

SETTLEMENt Files. 

-Prepares and forwards certifj. 
cate of settlement. 
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Chut6 

·-Selects escort. 
-Gives dppropridte instruc· 

tions . 

ESCORT 

PROCEDURES WHEN NEXT OF 

-Gives trdnsportdtion to es· 
cort. 

- Gives Adg to escort. 
- Accompanies escort to se-

cure remains . 

c::J 
Receives report of mission 
dnd receipt for ashes. 

- Reledses remdins to escort 
dnd P & C Officer. 

SECTION 8-ACTION TAKEN WHEN CREMATION IS AT FINAL DESTINATION 

-Selects escort. 
-Gives dppropridte instruc· 

tions. 

ESCORT 

40 

- Gives transportdtion to es
cort . 

SEAL ED 
ENVELOPE· 

-G ives fldq to fonerdl direc· 
tor to be pldced in shipping 
case. 

-Gives sedled envelope to 
escort. 

- Accomp•nies escort to se· 
cu.re remains. 

~' 
-Releases remains to escOrt 

dnd P & C Officer. 

c::J ·~~--~~~~~~~~~"""" 
-Receives report·of mission 

dnd receipt for •shes. 

Chart 6. Procedures when next of kin requests cremation, 



~,\ . I 
o escort 
~. 

s to escort 
:er. 

U-1 

• 

_J 

KIN REQUESTS CREMA'.flON 

-Cremates remains, places 
in suitable urn and gives 
to escort. 

dM/ifiW' 
(::::::::::::::::::::::::1 

-Receives remains and 
sealed envelope from es
cort. 

-Receives urn of ashes and 
flag. 

-Receives urn of ash-es and 
Rag. 

Chart 6-Continued. 

-Cremdtes remdins, pldccs 
in suitable urn and gives 
urn to escort. (Escort ac-. 
complishes this step only 
if relatives request it.) 

I> 
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SECTION Ill 

DECEASE ON TROOP TRAINS 

12. Duties of Troop Train Commander 
The troop train commander will: 

a. Obtain services of medical officer on board 
train or services of nearest railroad or civilian 
physician to certify that death has occurred. 

b. Remove remains at nearest station in town 
where undertaking facilities exist. 

c. Detail responsible military personnel (pre
. ferably an officer or noncommissioned officer) 

to handle the following details concerning the 
care of the deceased : 

(1) Place deceased in undertaking establish
ment. 

(2) Telephone nearest Army installation and 
request responsible personnel to take charge. 

(3) If nearest Army installation is not 
known, telephone the army commander, state 
the name and address of the funeral director 
caring for the deceased, and request designation 
of nearby Army installation or personnel from 
headquarters to take charge. 

(4) Notify (by telephone) local health 
authorities of deceased personnel. 

(5) Notify emergency addressee, stating 
name of Army installation in charge of dis
_position of deceased, and the name and address 
of funeral director! or the army commander. 

42 

(6) Deliver service record and allied pap 
of the deceased to the responsible military p~ 
sonnel designated to take charge. 

d. Proceed to destination and report deceas 
to commanding officer of_ installaticm. 

Note 1. The nearest Army post or the army area 
issue orders detaching the individual assigned to car 
for deceased. 

Note 2. WD AGO Form 8-24, old WD MD Form 5· 
will be prepared by a medical officer of the responsibl 
installation taking charge of remains. Entry showin 
fact of death will be made on the WD AGO Form 8-122.. 

13. Death of a Patient En Route While 
Accompanied By a Medical Attendant 

When a patient dies en route, the medical 
attendant will be responsible for the proper 
procedures and notifications. He will follow. 
in general, the procedures shown in paragraph 
12, except that he himself will remain with the 
body and attend to the details. 

14. State Laws 
Most state laws prohibit moving a deceased 
person across a county or state line until the 
local authorities have been notified and the 
remains properly embalmed. 



TELEPHONE CALL TO 
UNDERTAKER 

TELEPHONE CALL TO 
LOCAL HEALTH 

AUTHORITIES 

TELEPHONE CALL TO 
NEAREST ARMY POST 

TELEPHONE CALL TO 
,ARMY AREA (If ~EOUIRED) 

TELEPHONE CALL TO 
NEAREST ARMY POST 

(ff REQUIRED) 

TELEGRAPH TO THE 
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE 

TELEGRAPH TO THE 
ADJUTANT GENERAL 

TELEGRAPH TO THE 
NEAREST ARMY POST 

INITIAL NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR 

-Telephones to locdl under
tdker to Mrdnge for pldc ing 
th_e decedsed in dn undertdk

. in~ pdrlor. 

TELEP)iONE 

-Telephones locdl hedlth dU
thoritie1 notifying them of the 
decedsed personnel. 

,...----, ... -----1 I TELEPHONE I L, ___ .,A ------.. ....,;j TELEPHONE j 

L---..! 
-Telephones nedrby Army in

stdlldtion (if known) request
ing responsible pers0<1nel. 

- Receives notificdtion. 
- Design•tes responsible per-

sonnel to tdke chdrge of de
cedsed, mdke disposition . 
dnd notificdtions re.quired . 

r----; 
I" - - - - ., ---..i.------------~----..a TELEPHONE 
L~l:H~~ 

-If nedrby Army inst•lidtion is 
not known, telephones to CG 
o f Army Area, in w hich de 
cedse occurred, requesting 
designdtion of ~edrby Army 
Post or responsible personnel 
from Hq . to tdke chMge. 

- States n•me dnd dddress of 
tmdertdker cMing for de
ceased. 

TELEGRAPH 

- Notifies emergency dddressee 
of decedse stdtins ndme and 
dddress of the undertdker dnd 
the nedrest Army Post or army 
commdnder, who will Mrange 
disposition of decedsed . 

------, 
L.::H:~j 

-Receives notificdt1on to tdke 
chMge of decedsed. 

\.--.---
-Receives notific•tion. 
-Designdtes neMby Army in· 

stalldtion to t•ke chdrge or 
sends responsible personnel 
from Hq. to tdke chMge. 

- Notifies troop train comman
der who will tdke char9e. 

r------. 

t~E~:~. 
-If necessary dnd if responsible: 

personnel is not sent from 
Hq., telephones neorest Army 
Post to tdke chM~e. 

- States ndme and dddress of 
undertdker. 

-Acts without deldy_. 

~;mom• !' 
~ TELEGRAPHr;il-1--=:~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

-PrepMes dnd sends wire to 
The Adjutdnt Generdl. 

-Mdil s copy of wire to Army 
Ared 1n which dedth occurs. 

TELEGRAPH 

'°l<eceives notif1cdtion o f dispo
. sition to be m•de of deceds ed . 
-See chdrls 2, 10, 12, dnd 13. 

Chart 7. Initial notificatiomrrequ:i:red-for death occurring on tr<~op train. 
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RMY 

ANDER 

:;-; ---Cdtion. 
srby Army in

e chdrge or 
le personnel 

e chdrge. 
trdrn commdn
~!ce chdrge. 

of 

-Recei~es cdll. . 
-Arrdnges to obtdin the 

remdins of the de
cedsed. 

DEATH-OCCURRING:·ON~ TROOP TRAINS 

TELEPHONE 

-Receives notificotion of 
decedsed personnel. 

-If necessdry, prepdres 
Certificdte of Dedth. 

NOTE 1 . ' 
-The decedsed should not be moved dcross Stdte, 

and in some States, county lines. 
-The troop trdin commdnder will ledve the decedsed 

at the nedrest train sto_p wi.th undertaking facilities._ 
-The service record and dllied pdpers will be de· 

livere'd to the responsible md1tdry personnel des· 
1gndted to tdke chorg~ so thdt 1t will be possible to 
mdke proper notificdtion dnd forword records dS 
shown in subsequent chorts. 

.NOTE 2 ... 

-If decedse occurs to d patient en route being es
corted by d medicd.1 attenddnt the Sdme procedure 
will dpply, the medlcdl dttenddnt dCting dS the 
troop trdin commander shown here. The medicdl 
dttenddnt will disc inventory the effects of the 
decedsed . The attenddnt will notify proper 
duthorities dt destindtion of the pdt1en t·s dedth. 

TELE;RAPM 

-Emergency ddtl ressee 
receives notification of 
decedse. 

TEL EGRA PH 

-Emergency dddressee 
or his designdted fu
neral director wires 
whdt disposition is to 
be made of decedsed 
dnd who is authorized 
to make buridl drrdnge
ments. 

Chart 7-Continued. 

2 
COPY or 
TELEGRAPH 

-Pldces in CdSudlty file 
for fol low-up letter in 
cdses where Report of 
lnvestigdtion is de
layed . 

- Receives . 
-Uses dS a bam for pre-

p.ring report of ded th_. . 
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SECTION IV 

PROCEDURES WHEN DECEASED IS ABSENT, DETACHED, OR EN ROUTE TO 
JOIN HIS ORGANIZATION: RETIRED: ON FURLOUGH;. WHEN IMMEDIATE 
COMMANDING OFFICER OR HOME STATION IS NOT KNOWN: WHEN ON 
TiEMPORARY DUTY OUTSIDE THE UNITED ST ATES: WHEN A MEMBER OF iA 

FOREIGN COUNTRY 

15. When Deceased is Absent, Detached or 
En Route to Join His Organization 

a. When at time of death a person is absent 
or detached from his organization, is en route 
to join his station, or absent without leave, 
the commanding officer of the installation 
nearest the place of death will assume respon
sibility for disposition of the deceased. He will 
immediately notify the home station, if known, 
and request name, address, and relationship of 
emergency addressee and such available in- · 
formation as is required to properly complete 
the death certificate of the state in which death 
occurred. 

b. The commanding officer of the installation 
responsible for the preparation of the remains 
will, if possible, send the notification of death 
to the nearest relative or other person desig
nated to be notified in case of emergency. The 
commanding officer of the installation at which 
the person was serving at time of death or 
which he was en route to join will notify The 
Adjutant General, and in the case of Army Air 
Forces personnel, The Commanding General, 
Army Air Forces. Normal procedures will be 
followed. 

16. When Retired 
The medical officer, if one is present, or any 
officer having cognizance of the death of retired 
personnel not on active duty will ·report the 
death, by radio or telegraph, to The Adjutant 
General and, if deceased was a member of the 
Air Forces, to the Commanding General, Army 
Air Forces. The report will inelude the date, 
place, and cause of death, and a state!Jlent as 
to whether or not the nearest relative has been 
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notified. The responsibility for burial expenses 
for retired personnel belongs to the Veterans' 
Administration. 

17. When Death Occurs on Furlough 
Next of kin may choose to care for and dis
pose of deceased (see par. 10) or may call 
upon the Army to perform this function. In 
either case, the Army has certain specific f unc
tions which will be performed, as outlined in 
this paragraph: 

a. Next of kin who decides to care for and 
dispose of remains should notify the immediate . 
commanding officer at home station of deceased. 

b. Im.mediate commanding officer will notify 
post commander, at which time normal pro
cedures will prevail. Commanding officer of 
home station will send a letter of sympathy 
and information pertaining to burial and inter
ment expenses to next of kin or emergency 
addressee. This letter will be similar.in content 
to that in figure 16. 

c. The nearest military establishment is re
sponsible for the care and disposition of de
ceased if next of kin or emergency addressee 
desires that the Army perform these functions. 
Normal procedures will be followed. 

18. When Immediate Commanding Officer or 
Home Station is Not Known 

a. When name and serial number of deceased 
are known, these will be forwarded to The 
Adjutant General with a request for the name 
of the home station and the name and address 
of the emergency addressee of the deceased. 

b. When name and serial number are not 
known, fingerprints for identification purposes 
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will be taken and sent by fas test means possible 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Wash
ington, D. C. Attention: Identification Section, 
with a request for identification. When identi
fication has been confirmed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, The Adjutant General 
will be requested to furnish the home station 
and emergency addressee of the deceased. In 
the case of personnel of the Army Air Forces, 
a copy of the death notification will be sent to 
the Commanding General, Army Air Forces. 
Normal procedures will then be followed. 

19. When Death Occurs Outside the United 
States While on a Temporary Duty Mission 

In case of personnel stationed within the United 
States whose death occurs outside the States 
while on a temporary duty mission from which 
they were to return upon completion of such 
mission, the procedure to be followed by the 
home station will be the same as though death 
had occurred within the States so far as such 
ptocedure is practicable. 

20. When Deceased is a Member of a 
Foreign Country 

Deceased personnel of other countries who were 
attached, assigned, or attached unassigned to 
United States military installations will be 
cared for in the following manner: 

a. Remains will be sent to an undertaker for 
preparatio~. 

b. Information will be requested from the 
Office of The Quartermaster General as to the 
disposition of the body. (Instructions will Le 
followed.) 

c. The undertaker's bill will be forwarded to 
the Office of The Quartermaster General for 
transmittal to a representative of the foreign 
government concerned. (Responsibility for 
payment of all expenses incurred will belong 
to that gove~ment.) 

Note. WD AGO Form 8-24 (old WD MD Form 52) w.ill be 
prepare d , and fact of death will be entered on WD AGO 
Form 8-122, in accordance with AR 40-1025 and AR 40-1080. 
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. S~CTION V 

.PROCEDURES IN EMERGENCIES OR MAJOR DISASTER~ 

21. Responsibility When An Emergency 
Occurs Away From Post 

a. Ordinarily the military establishment 
nearest to the scene of the emergency is respon
sible for the care of injured and the disposition 
of deceased. There are emergencies, however, 
where other than the nearest military establish
ment first receives word from civilian authori
ties concerning the emergency, in which case 
the commanding officer who first receives word 
is responsible for the care of the injured and 
disposition of deceased. 

b. The commanding officer of the installation 
that first receives word of the emergency is 
responsible for the care of injured and the dis
position of deceased until the personnel of the 
installation designated by the army head
quarters arrive to perform these duties. 

22. Duties of Commanding Officer of Instal
lation First Receiving Word of Disaster or 
Emergency 

The commanding officer of the installation that 
first receives word of the emergency immedi- . 
ately will take the following actions : 

a. Dispatch appropriate personnel, including 
the supervisor of mortuary operations, to the 
scene of the emergency. 

b. Notify, by fastest means of communica
tion, the army commander, recommending any 
one of the following actions, whichever is ap
plicable: 

(1) That responsibility for care of injured 
and disposition of deceased be transferred to 
an installation nearer the scene of the emer
gency. 

(2) That assistance be rendered reporting 
installation by a nearby installation or from the 
headquarters of the army area. 

(3) That reporting installation is fully cap
able of coping with the emergency. 
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c. Notify immediately, in case of an Army 
Air Force aircraft accident, the commander of 
the nearest Army Air Forces installation. 

23. Duties of Army Commander 
in an Emergency 

The army commander-
a. Designates the installation that is respon

sible for the care of injured and the disposition 
of the deceased. 

Note. Prior Planning. The army commander submits 
to the Office of The Quartermaster General, Memorial 
Division, Washington, D. C., a plan of his key installa
tions designated to take charge in case of emergencies 
or major disasters. These key installations will be re
sponsible for the care of the injured and the disposition 
of the deceased within their designated zone. Any 
change in plan or key installation will be submitted 
immediately to the Memorial Division by overlay or 
letter. 

b. Designates that assistance, as required, 
will be rendered by nearby installation to re
sponsible installation. 

c. Orders, when required, his director of 
mortuary operations and staff to proceed by 
fastest means of travel to scene of emergency to 
supervise recovery, identification, and disposi
tion of remains. 

24. Duties of Director and/ or Supervisor of 
Mortuary Operations or Personal Affairs 
Officer at Scene of Emergency or Disaster 

The director and/ or supervisor of mortuary 
operations or personal affairs officer arrives at 
scene of emergency with qualified staff, as 
required, including a medical officer, purchasing 
and contracting officer, fingerprint expert, pub
lic relations officer, and steno-typist (s), and 
directs mortuary oper.ations, including the fol
lowing: 

a. Establishes military guard if required. 
b. Cares for injured and sends hospital cases 

to the hospital. 
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equired. 
pital cases 

. Removes deceased to contract funeral 
rector if_ ,available, or to other competent 

... -:::eral director(s), and authorizes embalm-

. When inquests are required or authorized 
state laws in cases involving accidental 

-::ath, gives coroner every reasonable oppor
.ty to examine the body, either before or 

"-er its removal to a military hospital, or 
sewhere, provided the examination will not 

. eopardize the security of military information 
r interfere with the official duties oi the mili-

:ary personnel. The body will not be held 
neared for at the scene of the accident pend

..!lg the arrival of the coroner and the c;om
- :etion of the inquest. 

e. Identifies deceased personnel by personal 
identification; identification tags; personal 
e:Iects including photographs, rings, wallets, 
eards or letters ; personal characteristics, such 

s dental charts or known body marks; finger
rints, which will be taken and submitted to 

:he Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washing
:on, D. C., Attetition: Identification Section, by 
:astest means of communication; or other in
:ormation secured from home station, including 

if aircraft accident) names and serial numbers 
of crew and passengers on mission. Unidentified 
remains will be taken care of in accordance with 
paragraph 26. 

f. Immediately following identification, se
cures from home station necessary information 
pertaining to next of kin or emergency ad
dressee. (See chart 8.) 

g. When Army Air Force aircraft is in
...-olved, gives all possible assistance to Air 
Forces personnel whose duty it is to ma.ke an 
:nvefitig,ation. 

25. Further Duties of Staff 
Handling Emergency 

The staff handling the emergency must perform 
uties elsewhere than at the scene of the acci
ent, including the following: 
a. Secures the aid of a funeral director best 

able to cope with the emergency. However, 
hen immediate needs do not preclude a choice, 

-ne selection of the establishment should paral
.J selection of a Uniform Burial Contract 
::meral director. When necessary, authorizes 

removal of remains to better equipped mort
uary, or secures additional mortician services . 
Payment for such services already performed 
will be authorized. Discretion will be exercised 
in dealing with local funeral directors. 

Note. Under no circumstances will remains be re
moved to home station for preparation .by the station 
contract funderal director, nor will they be removed 
to the home station for autopsy when cause of death 
is known and established by death certificate, coroner's 
findings, or other positive evidence. 

b. Inspects local funeral director's stock of 
caskets 'and metal liners and prescribes use of 
caskets and metal liners in accordance with 
Uniform Burial Contract specifications. Assists 
local funeral director in securing caskets and 
liners if not available locally. 

c. Makes inspections required in AR 30-1820 
and AR 40-590. 

Note. Clothing may be purchased when required to 
clothe remains. When remains are mutilate&., such re
mains will be wrapped in suitable cloth material and 
uniform placed on top of remains. 

d. Arranges for notifications, transportation, 
letter of sympathy, disposition of effects, selec
tion of escort, and other related responsibilities 
as outlined in sections 2 and 6 of this manual. 
(See chart 8.) 

(e). Assumes responsibility until next of kin 
takes charge (if emergency addressee or next 
of kin elects to take charge of remains) . See 
paragraph 10. 

f. Insures that WD AGO Form 8-24 (old 
WD MD Form 52) is prepared and that entry 
showing fact of death is made on WD AGO 
Form 8-122. 

26. Procedures When Remains 
Are Unidentified 

a. Remove remains and dismembered por
tions to undertaking establishment for preser
vation and preparation. 

b. Segregate portions that offer any possi
bility of identification. 

c. Exhaust every means, including crew and 
passenger lists, for individual identification, in 
accordance with paragraph 24d. UNDER NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES WILL UNIDENTIFIED 
REMAINS BE APPORTIONED TO THE 
NUMBER OF DECEASED AND SHIPPED 
TO THE NEXT OF KIN AS IDENTIFIED 
REMAINS. 
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d. Authorize a casket with a metallic liner 
for each partial body, head, or skull, with such 
anatomical parts as can be identified as belong
ing to the same body. 

Note. When portions of mutilated remains have been 
identified and consigned to the next of kin at final 
destination, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES will sub
sequently identified portions of the same mutilated 
remains be disposed of, nor will information regarding 
the identity of such portion be released until full 
instructions are obtained from the Office of The Quar
termaster General. 

e. Authorize one or more caskets with metal
lic liners, as required, for the remaining dis
membered portions. The amount placed in a 
casket should have the weight of an average 
body (175 pounds). 

f. (1) Mark each casket containing 1 uni
dentified remains with an X- number (X-1 
for first unidentified remains, X-2 for second 
unidentified remains). 

(2) Where more than one remains is placed 
in one casket, mark the casket with an X fol
lowed by the number of remains. A casket 
marked "Unknown X-3-7" means that there 
are five unlmown remains within (X-3, X-4, X-5, 
X-6, and X-7). 

g. Notify The Quartermaster Generai of 
inability to establish identification of remains, 
and request designation of national cemetery 
to which remains will be shipped. Include the 
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following information in this notification: 
(1) Number of unidentified deceased. 
(2) Names and serial numbers of deceased 

if available from home station. 
(3) Date, place, and cause of death. 
h. Receive designation of national cemetery 

and notify superintendent of national cemetery 
approximate date, time of arrival of remains, 
and number of caskets. Request day and hour 
when services may be held. 

i. Arrange for escorts, transportation, anQ 
disposition of effects in accordance with normal 
procedures. 

j. Notify all next of kin or emergency ad
dressees as soon as it has ·been positively 
established that remains are unidentifiable. This 
notification will contain a brief statement that 
remains are not identifiable, and that remains 
will be buried in (name) National Cemetery; 
will request telegraphic reply as to whether 
or not next of kin will attend interment at 
(name) National Cemetery; and make known 
to the next of kin that the Government has no 
provisions to pay their expenses to attend the 
interment. (See fig. 17.) 

k. Notify superintendent of national ceme
tery when the remains are to be shipped, when 
they are due to arrive at the cemetery, and what 
relatives, if any, will attend the funeral. (See 
fig. 18.) 



Chert I 

DOCUMENT 

STAFF (EQUIPPED 
FOR AID) 

TELEPHONE OR 
TELEGRAPH TO 
NEAREST ARMY 
AREA 

TELEPHONE OR 
TELEGRAPH TO 
EMERGENCY 
ADDRESSEE 

TELEPHONE TO 
NEAREST AIR 

fORCE STATION 

AIR COMMUNI
CATIONS 

NOTIFICATIONS FOR DECEASE DUE TO 

COMMANDING OFFICER 

HOME STATION OF 

PERSONNEL 

COMMANDING 
OFFICER 

STATION OF 
DEPARTURE 

(IF NECESSARY) 

NOTE 1 

COMMANDING 
OFFICER 
NEAREST 

AIR FORCE 
STATION 

-Any informdtion rece:ive:d of dircrdft dccide:nt or mdjor disdste:r involving 
pe:rsonne:I subject to militdry duthority will be imme:diotell!. re:porte:d to the 
Commdnding Officer of the ne:4re:st militory instdlldtion-post, Cdmp, stdtion, 
or field . 

-The: Commonding Officer of the: ne:orest militory 1nstdllotion will tmme:didtely 
undertoke: dctions shown on this poge. 

-The ke:y to prompt, 4Ccur4te <.dSud!ty reporting 1s the locotion dnd prompt 
notificotion of the: home: Stdtion of the: personnel so thot the: ddtd in the: service: 
records will be dvoiloble . 

-All notificdtions shown on this poge will, ii possible:, be completed within 
24 hours. 

TELEPHONE 

-Receives notified· 
ti on. . 

-If ne:ce:ssdry, locdt•s 
stdtion of de:por· 
ture: of Aight. 

-Complies with 
AAF 62-14. 

,---.A;-, r--A;;--, 
I COMMUNICATl~NSJJ.+ - ~I COMMUNICATIONS~ L----- L-----

-If nece:ssory to estoblish 
identity of personnel, re
ce:ive:s notification. 

·Dete:rmine:s home: stdtion of 
personnel. 

·This step not ne:ce:ss4ry if 
home stotion of personnel 
known. 

-If necessdry to es
toblish identity of 
personnel, locote:s 
stotion of depor
tu ' e dnd requests 
identificdtion of 
home stdtion of 
personnel. 

-This step not neces
Sdry if home: st•tion 
of personnel 

~ known. 

POINT OF 

ACCIDENT 

-Estoblishes guord, 
cores for injured, 
removes decedsed 
to funerdl direc
tors, dnd •uthor-
1ze:s e:mb•lming. 

-Identifies person
nel. 

-Secures dll possible 
infnrmotion co nce:r n1n9 
occident . 

-See Note 2. 

Chart 8. Notification required for decea.se due to aircraft accident or ?najor disaster. 
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~-, ...... 
- _.J 

9udrd, 
nju red, 

"cedse:d 
d or e:c
duthor-
1n9. 

p erson-

possible 
concerning 

AIRCRAFJ ACCIDENT PR t-0.JHER;:MAJ_QR~ DISASTER 

-Upon receiving informdtion of 
nedrby dccident,sends Supe visor 
of Mortudry Operdtions with 
stdff to point of dCCident. 

TELEPHONE 
OR 

TELEGRAPH 

-If necessdry, dsks Arm) Ared 
for dSSistdnf:e or trdnsfer of 
responsibility. 

,----, 
t STAFF I 

-L ___ .... 

-If necessdry, d is
pdtches Director of 
Mortudry Operd· 
tions with stdff to 
point of dCcident. 

TELEPHONE 
OR 

TELEGRAPff 

-Receives. 
-Des1gMtes respon-

sibility. 

r- ~l;;;,O; I ~ I OR 1---------
L~l~R~H-~ 

-Notifies emergency dddressee 
request>n9 ddvice dS to whdt 
dispoS1tion is to be mdde of . 
decedsed dnd designdtion of 
funer..il director. 

-If emergency dddressee is not 
known, secures ndme dnd 
dddress from home: Stdtion. 

-Telephones nedrest dir force 
stdtion dS much informdtion dS 
possible . 

NOTE 2 
-AAF Reguldtion 62-14 is not modified by 

this procedure dnd will be: complied with. 
-This procedure: illustrdte:s how AR 600-550 

dpplies to AAF dnd other Army instdlldtions 
to define:: 

-Who • notifies emergency dddre:sse:e: of 
dece:dSe.~ 

-Who notifies the Adjutdnt Ge:nerdl of de:
cedsed personnel. 

-Who mdke:s disposition of remdins. 
-See AR 95-120 for furthe:• infQrmotion, • 

---, 
rnmHoNE 

1 -.a OR 
- I TELEGRAPH J L __ _ 

-Emergency dddres
se:e receives notifi
Cdtion of decedse. 

NOTE~ 
-Decedse of members of The: Army Air 

T rdnsport Commdnd within The Unite:d 
Stdtes dnd dece:dse of members on Aights 
From their home stdtion in The United 
S.tdtes will be reported through their home: 
Stdtion to the Adjutdnt Ge:nerdl who will 
mokc proper notifitdtion ond reports, 

Chart 8-Continued. 

• 
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Curt I continued 

TELEPHONE 

TELEPHONE 

TELEPHONE OR 
TELEGRAPH TO 
EMERGENCY 
ADDRESSEE 

TWX TO THE 
ADJUTANT 
GENERAL 

TELEPHONE OR 
TWX TO NEAREST 
ARMY POST 
CTO ACCIDENT) 

NOTIFICAllONS FOR DECEASE DUE TO 

TEUPHOllE 

Receives notific•tion including 
t•tement •s to whether emergency 
ddrem:e h•s been notified 

TELEPHONE 
O• 

TELE8WH 

-If emerqency •ddrcsscc h•s 
not _been notified by nc•rcst 
l\rmy Post, notifies emergency 
•ddrcssec std ting ndme •nd 
•ddrcss of l\rmy post h•ndling 

· rcm4ins. TWX 

TWX 

-Sends TWX notifi c•tion to The 
l\dju t•nt Gener•!. 
-Um WD /\GO 52- 5 to 
prcp•"re TWX. 

-M•ils copy of TWX to l\rmy 
/\re• in which de•th occurs. 

TELEPHONE 
OA 

TWX 

-1 f rcq u ired, re quests nc•rest 
l\rmy post to prcp•re re port 
ot invcstigd ti on. 
·II emergency •ddrcssecs hdvc 

been notified by this Army 
inst•ll•t•on, •dvisc~ th~ nc•re<t 
l\rmy post of ndmt•nd dddrcss 
of emergency •ddres sec so 
they m•y communic•tc with EA 
to ••'dngc for dispQsition of 
r<m.,ins. 

Chart 8-ContinuetL 

-If requeste to lo
c•te home st•tion 
of personnel •d
vises nCdrest l\rmy 
post of s•me. 

-This is not ncces
SdrY .ii home st•tion 
of personnel is 
known. 



AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT OR OTHER·, MAJOR-DISASTER 

COMMANDING OFFICER I 
NEAREST ARMY POST ! 

I 

TELEPHONE 

-If necessdry, receives notikdtion 
of home Sldtion of personnel. 

-Telephones dll dVdlldble informd· 
tion to the home Stdtion of 
personnel giving known Mme 
dnd seridl numbers of decedsed 
dnd Stdtement dS to whether 
emergency •ddressee hds been 
notified. 

ARMY 

COMMANDER 

- ·----

i EMERGENCY I 
' ADDRESSEE I 
OR HIS DESIGNAHQ 

FUNERAL DIRECTORI 

----, r TELEPHONE I 
I OR 

__.., TELEGRAPH "_J 
L---

-Emergency dddres
see receives notifi
Cdtion of decedse. 

ARMY ARU 

PERSONNEL 

BRANCH 

-------------+----------+----------t--~ZCOPYOFTWX 

TUEPHONg 
OR 

TWX 

-Receives requests dnd pre· 
pores report of i nvesti gd
tion under AR 600-550. 

-Receives n•me dnd dd
dress of emergency dd· 
dressee. • 

-Communicdtes w1 th em er· 
gency dddressee on dispo· 
sition of remd ins. _, .. a... I I E:J 

·Receives notificdtion of 
""'°'";oo of d''"""'· ·'-"''"" •••~•' se:e-designdtd 

funerdl dire:ctor
ddvises whd{ dis
position is to be: 
mdde of re:mdins. 

Chart 8-Continued. 

-Pldces in CdSudlty 
file for follow-up 
letter in cdses 
where Report of 
lnvestigdtion is de:· 
ldye:d . 

THE ADJ UTANT 

GENERA'. 

TWI 

-Receives. 
-Uses dS d bdsi 1 f0r 

prepdring report of 
dedth. 
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MESSAGEFORM -CIJITER"" I ~mNe ·-1 CllTl'l'll8- Oii CUAR nxT 

CAID 

r~--- ,--·~~ 
OltlQIMTOlt DATE·TIM£ c;wour 

y 

lllt 
M:IDI ........ ,_ ,. 

lXDln I OPERATUN; S1G1tALS 5ACM.Jr COUfCT .. . 
IJPAC• AIJOV• ro11 IIGNAL CENTEll Ol'{LT 

~M:(-) SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 
COMMANDI?fG GENERAL FT DIX NElf JERSEY UNCL 

ACTlOll TO: -
PRECEDENCE FOR -. MR 'mOMAS C DOE ACr10ll I 

INf'OftllATK>H 

:n HILLSIDE AVENUE ROUTINE . WOODS"roCK CONN 0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REfl:RS TO ANOTIIER MESSAGE . IDEJITIF1CATIOM I CLASSIFICATION 

INFORMATION TO· 

I REGRET '.ro INFORM YOU 'lliAT YOUR SON PRIVA'IE JOHN J DOE DIED 'IWENTY THREE JULY 

NINE'IEEN FORTI FIVE FROM INJURIES SUSTAINED IN AIRPLANE ACCIDENT NEAR FORT DIX 

NEW JERSEY srop DEEPEST SYMPATHY ro YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN YOUR BEREAVEMENT S"roP 
·-· 

-:~-· 
ALL CREW MEMBERS WERE. KILLED S"roP DUE "ro NA'IURE OF INJURIES AND CONDITION OF _, ___ 
REMAINS IT IS DIPOSSIBLE "ro IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL'>. S"roP- REMAINS OF ALL CREW MEMBERS --- -~- ,.,, - -
WILL BE INTERRED IN ONE GRAVE IN BEVERLY NATIONAL CEME'IERY BEVERLY NElf JERSEY S'.roP ... ---'IHE QUAR'IERMAS'IER GENERAL WILL FURNISH ONE MONm!ENT FOR GRAVE ON WHICH WILL BE 

INSCRIBED NAMES OF ALL DECEDENTS srop REQUEST 'IELEGRAPHIC REPLY COLLECT IF YOU OR 

OTHERS WILL AT'IEND SERVICES ro BE HELD AT CEMETERY '!WOP MON 'IWENTY SEVEN JULY 

S'IOP WAR DEPAR'Th!ENT CANNOT PAY EXPENSES FOR RELATIVES 'IO AT'IEND S'IOP 'IHE QUAR'IER 

MAS'IBR GENERAL WILL ADVISE YOU FURTHER CONCERNING 'IHE MONUJ.!ENT S'IDP LETTER 

FOLWWS END 

-111'~~~ 
KADISON PEARSON 
BRIGADIER GENERAL USA 
COMMAND IN@ 

SECURITY Q..ASSIFICATION 
;lllMfllAS 

llTHORIZATION 

UNCL ~w~ 
ORIGINATING AGENCY 

SYMIOI. 

ID~;;;;~· OFflCIAL~ JOHN WHITE lST LT· INF I PAGE Of 
ADJUTANT 

1 ......... 1-1 'It •· •• _., ... ..., .. l.TtM WFIC& 

Fjgure 17. Telegram for group burial. 
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I 
J 

·'J 

[IESSAGEFORM - rf35AGECEJ(T£R "°·I TRAHSMlmNG •WJl-r CRYl'TOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

CAU.S i:--1- l™--1~ OIUGUIATOll I DATl·TIME caDW 

y - I_,_ 
DDll'r I ~TI- -.s 

'""""' COUlff 

II .. ________________ 61'.,t.C• ABOV• l'OR 6/GNAL C-T•R ONL7 ________________ .. 

I ROM : (Orifi-) SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 
COMMANDING GENERAL FORT DIX NEW JERSEY 

ACTION TO: 
PRECEDENCE FOR 

• SUPERIN'mNDENT 
BEVERLY NATIONAL CEME'JERY ACtX* ' IJCFORMATIOft ROUTINE 

• BEVERL! NEW JERSEY 0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTllER MESSAGE ~· 

INFORMATION TO : 

IDEmflCATIOll I CLASSIFICA"f¥* 

'!WO CASKETS CONTAINING REMAINS OF FOLLOWING DECEDENTS SHIPPED TO YOUR 

CEME'IERY ON TRAIN NUMBER FIFTY SIX LEAVING FOUR FIFT! P M 'l'WENTY SIX 

JULY lat LT LAWRENCE F SCHIRMER T/Sr:Jr WILLIAM J KOGER T/SGT WILLIAM H 

EPPERSON S/SGT GEORGE L SIMMONS AND PRIVA'm JOHN J DOE STOP DUE 'l'O ARRIVE 

~ N BEVERLY EIGHT P )( STOP THOKAS C DOE 2? HILLSIDE AVENUE WOODSTOCK 

CONNECTICUT FATHER OF PRIVA'm JOHN J DOE WILL AT'mND FUNERAL SERVICES STOP 

RELATIVES OF OTHER DECEDEN'IS WILL NOT AT'IEND END 

lllo.cli..o l>"YI ~~ 
MADISON PEARSON 
BRIGADIER GENERAL USA 
COMMANDING 

OF 
SYMBOL 

sEctmlTY u~;;t1F1CAT10N 1 ....... ru .... ~ IJTHMt~ 

1 -------ORIGINATING AGENCY I . 
I DATE-TIME GROUP omcw. 't?l JOHN JONS§ CAPT INF I PM>E 

~o,~6.0 :~ 11-168 

251100Z ADJUTANT . 

Tbla fo"" supenedeo WD AGO Form 11- 168, II Aue '4, 
ODd WD AGO Form 801, IZ Mor 43, whicb are .-

1.-..-1~ 1 'I: •· •· eowu••1un " "" ... ~ wncs 

Figure 18. T elegram on group burial to superintendent of national cemetery. 
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PROCEDURES FOR DISPOSITION 
OF UNIDENTIFIED REMAINS 

I : I 
DOCUMENT ' MASTER I NEXT OF KIN I 

POST I QUARTER- I NATIONAL I 
I COMMANDER I GENERAL I CEMETERY 

TELEGRAM
NOTlfKA TION 
Of MULTIPLE 

DEATH 
TO OOMG 

TELEGRAM
DESIGNA TION 
Of NATIONAL 

CEMETERY 

TELEGRAM
NOTIFICA TION 
TO NATIONAL 

CEMETERY 

TELEGRAM
NOTIFICATION 
OF DATE AND 

TIME OF 
SERVICES 

TELEGRAM
NOTIFICA TION 
OFNEXTOFl<IN 

' LETTER OF 
SYMPATHY 

TELEGRAM-
NOTIFICA TION 

REGARDING 
ATTENDANCE 
AT FUNERAL 

TELEGRAM
TO NATIONAL 

CEMETERY 

I I 
I 

ADDITIONAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN WHEN MULTIPLE DEATH OCCURS AND REMAINS 
ARE INDIVIDUALLY UNIDENTIFIABLE 

~c:nds tcle:g,.m tell
i n 9 of multiple 
du th •nd in•bi l.itiy 
to ide:nta.r individ
U41 re1Mins. 

-Requests -dc:signd-
t ion of n•tiondl 
cc:mc:tc:ry. 

lllfGH.M 

-Notifics superin
tendent of buridl. 

-Rcquc:sts ddtt: dnd 
lime when services 
m•y be held . 

a 
-Receives. 
-Uses dS d bdsis for 

tclt:grdm to ne•t of 
Jtin. 

-Notifies next of kin 
dS to time dnd pldce: 
of fune:nl. 

-Requests reply rc-
9drdin9 •ttcnddncc. 

UHER Of 
SYMPATHY 

-PrepdrCS. 

-Recc:ivcs 

I TU1Glt£M 

Tn£'°AM 
i. ..... ,~~dt:S 

-Dc:signcttes ndtiondl 
cunc:tery di which 
multiplc: buridl wd! 
be m•de: 

TU£GUM 

-De:s1gn•tts ddte dnd 
hour whtn funcrdl 
services mdy be 
held . r 

~ .. ~~.&-~~~~~~~~~~~;-~~~~~~~~~~--;~~ 

-Receives notificd
tion . 

-Notif ies supuin
tendent when rc
mdins dre to be 
shipped, hour of 
errivdl, ~md number 
of reldtives dttcnd
ing funcrdl 

TEUCUM 

Chart 9. Procedures for disposition of unidentified remains. 

TCLEGRAM 

UTTER Of 
SYMPATHY 

-Re:ce:lvcs, 

a 

• 

- Sends noti~cdhon 
n:9drdin9 dlte:nd
dncc dt lunc:rdl. 
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SECTION VI 

REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION 

27. Appointment of Investigating Officer 
The commanding officer may appoint a disin
terested officer to investigate and report on the 
cause of death and the line of duty and conduct 
status of the deceased: 

a. When death is suspected to be due to foul 
play, unnatural causes, misconduct, negligence 
or unknown causes. 

b. When he disapproyes the report of the 
medical officer relative to line of duty or mis
conduct status of deceased. 

28. Preparation of Reports of Investigation 
a. IMPORTANCE OF PROMPT COMPLETION. The 

importance of prompt completion and forward
ing of the WD AGO Form 51 (Reports of In
vestigation) should be stressed. They should 
be forwarded within 5 days to the army com
mander who, in turn, will forward them to 
The Adjutant General. Until The Adjutant 
General receives the line of duty and conduct 
status of deceased, it is impossible to issue 
an official War Department Report of Death. 

A _9elayed· Report of Death will hold up pay
ments of monies which may cause untold hard
ships to a widow or designated beneficiary. 

b. DUTIES OF INVESTIGATING OFFICER. The 
investigating officer-

( 1) Investigates circumstances of death. 
(2) Secures (sworn) testimony of witnesses. 
(3) Secures certificate of immediate com-

manding officer as to line of duty status of 
deceased. 

( 4) Secures medical diagnosis (report of 
autopsy). 

(5) Secures transcript of coroner's findings 
(if inquest is held) . 

(6) Determines line of duty and conduct 
status of deceased. 

(7) Prepares WD AGO Form 51 (fig. 19), 
from information above. 

(8) Forwards report through the command
ing officer to the army commander. 

c. PREPARATION AND PROCESSING. Charts 10 
and 11 illustrate the preparation and process
ing of the reports of investigation. 
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O..tt 10 

TELEPHONE OR PERSONAL REQUEST FOR 
MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF IMMEDIATE 
COMMANDING OFFICER . 

REQUEST FOR SWORN TESTIMONY 
OF WITNESSES 

REQUEST FOR FINDINGS OF CORONER'S 
INQUEST, IF INQUEST IS HELD 

MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS OF DECEASED 

CERTIFICATE OF IMMEDIATE 
COMMANDING OFFICER 

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES 

PREPARING REPORTS 

:..if C. 0. docs not dpprovc 
report of medicdl officer 
reldtive to line of duty or 
misconduct stdtus, nr if 
duth os suspected to be 
d •o e to foul pldy, unndtural 
Cduses, misconduct, negl o-. 

· sence, or unknown cduses 
hi' dppoints dn lnvesti9at-
1n9 Officer. 

-Specidl orders required 
only for tr4vel 

-Requests complete mcdicdl didgnosis, 
i. ' ·• dutopsy dnd report of dutopsy 

~1~~~....;;....~~~~ 
-Requests ccrtificdte of immedidte 

comm•nding officer on line of duty 
St•tus, i. <., dbsence without ledve, 
dbsencc with fc4vc . or present for duty. 

~~~~~~~~~-
-Requests sworn stdtement from wit

nesses . 

r- - - -, 
I REQUEST - -.... ___ .... 

-If coroners inquest held, requests 
tr•nscript of findings of inquest. No 
expenses dre duthorozed to obtdin 
tr•nscropt. 

-Reviews dnd holds for report. 

-Reviews and holds for report. 

-:Arrdnges for trdnscription of testi
mony. 

-H•s testimony sworn to, dnd signed 
1f possible. 

-If tes timony not given, includes stdte
ment of redson why report is not 
91ven. 

Cho.irt 10. Preparing Reports of Investigation. 
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OF INVESTIGAifilON 

-Performs duto~~y~ot dvdil- c=J 
-If Army St·;,se P epdred by I REQUEST dblc, mdy c 

--------~c=1v~i~li:d ::._:ns~u-r~9-e_c_n __ . ________ ~- -ln~vc 

1. e of duty -lnvcstigdtes on 
S!dtUS. 

N'C:m 
-lnvest19,t1on1 will be completed within five (S) ddys 

whenever pos11ble . A m•Xfmum of thirty (30) ddys is 
imposed by the Wor Deportment on •II invest19•tions 
of dece•sed personnel. 

-The inform•t1on obt•1ned for •n invest19dtion dnd .in 
inquest 11 the s•me, except• form•I he.ring with tron
scribed testimony IS helci for •n inquest on de•th. 

-The inform•t1on shown on this ch•rt 11 the monomum rt• 
quored for • report of inve<t19dtlO", 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~-+~~~~~~~~~~~--jr-~~~~ 

~F 

.Prepdres •nd forwdrds report of 
medical d1dgnos1s, 1 . e, du topsy . 

, pn:m ,~r 

-Prep•res cert1ficdte. 

-~eceives request to testify . 

TESTIMONY 
Of 

WITNESSES 

·S tate test imony. 

Chart 10-Continued. 

r- -- --, 
~ REQUEST L ___ _J 

-Receives request for tr•n· 
script, 1f inquest IS held. 

~I 



Chart 1 O continued 
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TRANSCRIPT OF CORONER'S INQUEST 
(IF INQUEST IS HELD) 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
we AGO FORM 51 

FILE OF INVESTIGATION 
OR INQUEST REPORTS 

PREPARING REPORTS 

r; -f;;;;,l;;-S I -... 
L rz "F1NDiNGs -1~ . - -
Ir.--- I LI . 3 CORONER'S 

L ~NO~S- ~ 

-If furnished, reviews ond holds 

-Prepor•« report of invest19dti.on 
on bdsis of ddtd furnished dbove. 

--c::J 

. Chart 10-Continued. 

·ConsoliddteS' didgnosis, certificdte, 
testimony, coroner's findings (if re
quired), dnd Form 51 into dn investi-
9dtion file . -

·See Chdrt 11 for file •nd disposition 
of file . 



e. 

..::Ste, 
re

·esh· 

~1 tJon 

9F INVESTIGATION 

c::J 
-Flies 

Chart 10-Continued. 

f7 fJNDi;GS 1 
-L...j'i fiNoiNGs - 1 

L Ii -;-OR;E;; I 
L 

FINDINGS 

--~ 

-Furnishes ~r•nscript of ·cor
oner's findings, .if inquest 
held. 
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(hut 11 

- I 
I 

DOCUMENT j INVESTIGATING OFFICER 
I 

I 
SECTION A-PROCESSING REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

FOR DETERMINATION OF LINE OF DUTY OR MISCONDUCT ST A TUS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
WO AGO FORM 51 

FOLLOW-UP REGISTER FOR RE
PORTS OF INVESTIGA TI ON 

(ARMY AREA ) 

- Assembles fde of 1nvest19dt1on 
of deceased personnel in 
three sections, ori91ndl dnd 
two dupl1cdtes . 

- Forwards ori91nJI dnd dupl1-
Cdte fdes to commdnding of. 
f1cer, / , .. , dppoi n tive dU· 

thoroty . 

·Reviews 
·Mdy request supp lementdl in

formdt1on until he dpprove:s 
report <iS complete 

- Does not innuence rnvest1gd
t1on or report of 1nvest1gdting 
officer. 

.. Approve.> or d1sdpproves by 
noting edch copy of WD 
AGO Form 51 dnd dppends 
Stdtement of redsons 1n event 
of d osdpprovdl. 

- Forwards complete or191ndl 
dnd duplicdte fde to Army 
Ared . 

RETAINS 

SECTION B-FOLLOW-UP OF A DELAYED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

64 

FOLLOW-UP LETTER ON RE 
PORTS. OF INVESTIGATION OF 
DECEASED PER SONNEL DE

, LA YEO OVER FIFTEEN DAYS 

MONTHLY LETTER PREPARED 
BY TAG 

~--~~~---------
- If Report of lnvest1gdt1on hds 

not been forwarded to Army 
Arvi:d,_ tale s necessd ry .dCt1on 
to complete dnd forwdrd on
vest1gdt1on without deldy If 
~epcrt of lnvt)lrgatton hds 
been forwarded to Army 
Ared, fdes letter . 

~---~ ~ ---------
- Replies by first 1ndorsement to 

le tte r within five ddyS. 

Chart 11. Processing R eports of Investigation. 



~TS 

·ICER 

NEL 

OF INVESTIGATION 

ARMY AREA PERSONNEL BRANCH THE ADJUTANT GENERAL ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

-Receives and trdn sm1ts ori91· 
nol and duplicate report of 
1nvest1gat1on file. 

-Does not review or approve . 
-Enters receipt of report on 

Army Areo follow-up reg is
ter shown below. 

fOllOW·UP 
REGISTER 

·-Enters receipt of case 1n Army 
Area follow-up re~1s1er. 

LETTER 

LETTER 

-Writes 1n1t1al follow -up letter 
from the casually f:le of each 
Report of Investigation which 
has not been received within 
fifteen doy~ of the 1n>t1al not1-
fica!1ons of deat!i Army Area 
assumes re spons1bil1ty for oll 
necessary action to complete 
Report of lnvest1qal•on . 

c::J~ 
- Receives reply . 
- T al:e~ necessMy dCl1on !o 

complete report. 
...--

MO'NTHl Y 
LETTER 

-Army Commander ta~es op. 
propr1ate oc11on to cornplet~ 
reports of rnves119cH1 o n 

-Rev iews. 
-Determines line of duty or 

misconduct status . 
-Notes determinat ion on each 

co riy Form 51. 
-Forwards dupl1c1te file to the 

Adm1n1strator of Veterans · 
A H1irs. 

-ll et.11ns o rig •na l fil e . 
-"". 

,_...,.:."'!ti _ll 'n• 

rt" · ·· , . ., 

NOTt 1 

-If the 1n1tial notif1cot1on of de
ceosed personnel to the 
Adjutrlnt Generol 1ndicote1 o 
report of inv est19at1on is re
quired, ent·ers case 1n folfow-
up registl!I '. ·. 

- If misconduct status· 1s unde .. 
term1ned, cose will . be eA• 
tered in register and investi
!)~t1on initioted . 

NOTE 2 

- Reviews. 
-Uses as bosis of determination 
o~ LD or misconduct st .~tu) for 
Y·~terdn 's benef·t. · 

- Until the War Deportment completes d •ecuired report of invest1-
~ot1on, an officio! report of deoth will not be ossued . 
Deloy in 111udnce of d report o f death deldys the pdyments to those 
per~o~1 ~Rtitled 11'.l t~em dt time ass11ta n c·~ 11 needed . 

~ f 

- Prepares one letter 10 eo~h 
Army Commonder edch month 
listing cases over thirty ddys 
old . 

Chart 11-Continued. 65 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

(UoJ., prov•,.••• ol por. 9t, AR 3.fS • .flS °' -- 11, AR d 00-SSO) 

1 STATION OR COMMAND I 2. DATE 

Tl i ~~.·~, CPnera1 !lor.ri t<>l 125 Julz 1945 
3 PERSON []INJURED I "' LAST NAME. FIRSl NAMC 1rouoou: INITIAL i 5 ARMY SERIAL Ho 6 GRADE 

e9 DECCASCD :-Joe. John J, · 2 468 109 Private 
1 ORGANIZATION 

lBl:it Infa'<trv. Fe-rt !)u. Uew Jersev -
I MEDICAL DIAGH0$1S Of NA.TUR( OF INJURIES OR CAUSE OF DEATH' 

Peripheral vascular Collapse, se•rere, secondary to 
Brain, laceration ot', ti if fuse, severe. 

9 HOW INCURRED• (Giw eo,..pf.r&, '''°''- o.e '° 11-, •·~ oltd .,.,,,. .. i..ji.rw ~Mat.\ attat i"ev"fll• iwfwli .. .._,. .... ~) 

Accidentally i~curred at 2200, 23 July 1945; at Fort Dix, New Jersey, when soldier 
jurrped in front or a trc:ck out 'Or contra:!. to push to safety two members or the 
Arrrry Nurse Corps who w~re walking beside the roadway. Soldier was then unable 
to jump to safety in time to avoid being run down. 

10 INVESTIGATION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES SIJRROUNOING THIS [) INJURY (i! DEATH HAS BEEN MAO£. ALL WITNESSES REASONABLY AVAILABLE WERE 

SWORN AND INTERROGATED DY THE IN\'ESTIGA rlNG OFFICER. THE F9LLOWI NG PERTIHEHT FACTS WERE FOUND TO BE CORRECT 

A PRESENT FOR DUTY [!! YES 0 NO 

• . ABSENT D WITH D WITHOUT .41.iTHORtT' 

(I} HOUR ANO DATE Of COMMCNCCM[NT Of ABSf NCC ·- fluty 

(2) Hou·R ANO DATE OF TERMINATION Of ABS£NCC -~-~-tl' . 
C. ~ WAS 0 WAS NOT WITHIN TH( f£RRITOR1AL LIMITS IND4C.4T"EO BY THE AUTHORIZATION TO BE A95CffT 

D. LJ WAS [;] WAS NOT UNOUI THC \Jllf'"LUCNCl Of INTOXICANTS. THE use Of INTOXICANTS D WAS ~ WAS NOT THC ,ROXIMATE CAUSE 

E. OwAs [&] WAS "!Or UNDER THC INFLUCNC( OF DRUGS THC USE Of DRUGS D WAS D WAS NOT THE PROXIMATE CAUSE 

,, D WAS [i] WAS NOT .IOLATING A D CIVIL LAW 0 MORAL LAW 0 MILITARY LAW. TH[ YIOl.ATICWI 0 WAS 0 WAS NOT THE "'OXIMATC CA.US( 

G 0 WAS ~ WAS NOT llOL.ATl"IG ARMY PEGUL.ATIONS OR MILITARY ORDERS OR INSTRUCTK>filS,, WltJTTUI Oft V[RIAL THC VK>l..ATIOK 0 WAS D WAS MOT THE 

PROXIMATf CAUSE. 0 COPICS OF WRtnrN ORDCll:S OR INSTRUCTIOHS 0 STATDICNTS Of' SU95Tuet£ OF vatBAL ORDERS OR INSTRUCTIONS vtOUT(D AR[ ATTACHED. 

H C WAS [j WAS NOT GUILTY Of GROSS CAlllCLESSNUS OR GROSS NEGLIGENCE. GROSS CAREUSSNESS OR GROSS NEGLIGENCE 0 WAS 0 WAS "°1 THE PROXIMATE 

CAJJSE. 

I . 00 WAS D WAS NOT MENTALLY SOUND. 

J. Ow.t.s ~ WAS NOT 01"£RATING OR USING A GOV£RNMUfT V£HICL£ f'OR ,.RIVATE US( D WITH 0 WITHOUT AUTHORITY 

11. REMARKS· 1 - . 
Soldier sustained the injuries which resulted in his death in a successful 
heroic effort to save the lives or two members of the Ar'lf/Y Nurse Corps who 
were walking in the roadway and who had not seen the approach ot a heavy Ansy 
vehicle around a corner less than twenty yards away. 

FINDINGS (Stt pOI'. n, AR 40-IOtlJ 
[ll IH LINE' Of DUTY-HOT DUE TO MISCOfilDUCT 

SIGNATURE. GRAOl:. '114CAAMYSERIAl.NVMHR Of IHVCSTIGATING Of'flCEJI: 

~APPROVED 0 DISAPPROVED (// di1appr0Kd, Gii«.\ 1CokMt"' o/ rH.atu) 

• Attod t11:1dit111rtGI aAutt if MCUIQfT. 

Edition I 'f'('b. 194& 
ma1 be used. 

CJ NOT IN UNI fJI DUTT-ffOT OLE TO MISCONDUCT 

D NOT IN UN£ OF DUTY-DUE TO HIS OWN MISCONDUCT 

t:~i~jor, Int 0-23456 

1fi ~ Y>'\ t\)QC.V-.0 /hV 
Madison Pearson 
Brigadier General, !,!SA O-LS09 

(Sipiature,. l'tade, and Army .erial number of commandins ol!iew) 

Figure 19. R eport of Investigation, WD AGO Form 51. 



Certificate ot the Camnanding Officer 

Co. A, 18lst Int., Ft. DLx, N.J. 

Co. A, 18lst Inf. 

Ft. Dix, New Jersey 

25 July 1945 

I certify that I am the inmediate canmanding officer of 

John J. Doe, 2 468 109, Pvt., 18lst Inf. deceased, and that 

between the hours of 1700, 23 July 1945 and 0600, 24 July 1945, 

he was present for duty at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. 

f.O. R~ 
L. T. Roach 
Captain, Inf. 

Figure 20. Certificate of the Commanding Officer. 
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TIL'IDN GENERAL HOSPITAL 
FT. DIX, NEW JERSEY 

24 July 1945 

TESTWCNY OF MARY E. SMI1H, N 759 001, 2nd LT, ANC 

11lq name is Mary E. Smith, N 759 001 2nd Lt., Army Nurse Corps. 
J.t 2200 on 23 July 1945, I was returning from Post Theatre No. 6 to 
Tilton General Hospital walking east on the south side of New York 
Avenue with my companion, 2nd Lt. Jean J. Jones, ANC. Quite suddenly I 
heard a shout and was violently pushed to the side of the roadway, along 
with my companion. A large truck which had approached us from the rear, 
passing east, ran over the spot l'lhere I had been walld.ng. I heard a 
scream and saw a soldier lying on the road. The truck crashed into a 
tree. I went to the soldier's side to administer aid and Lt. Jones ran 
to the nearest telephone to cal1 an ambulance from the hospital. There 
was little I could do for the injured soldier as his pulse had stopped 
and he was not bleeding externally. His head had been hit severely. 
The dr:t ver of the truck, Jack J. lfarends, ran up to see· if he could be 
of any assistance. He said he had suddenly lost control when his lef't 
front wheel came off. I could see the wheel close by. 

I waited until the hospital ambulance arrived and the attendant, 
Lt. John N. Morgan, ordered the soldier moved to the Tilton General 
Hospital. Later at the hospital I learned the soldier's name was 
Pvt. John J. !he, and that he had died from a fracture of the skull. 

He undoubtedly saved both of our li ves. 11 

I certify this to be a true statement. 

Sworn to me on 
24 July 191+_5/jn _ 

tJ.uv-
J~ll 
Major, Inf. 
Investigating Officer 

~~.t;m~~ 
2nd Lt., ANC 

Figure 21. Testirrwny of Witness. 



SECTION VII 

EFFECTS OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

. Disposition of Effects 
:be greatest care should be taken to safeguard 
-he personal effects of the deceased. Every 
:::fort must be made to eliminate the pilferage, 
:iamage or loss of these effects. It is the policy 

· the War Department to secure and forward 
-~e effects to the widow, legal representative, 
r next of kin, as intended by the 112th Article 
f War. This is done at Government expense 

m thout delay. Before shipment, the effects 
illould be carefully screened to remove and de
stroy those effects that might cause embarrass-

ent if forwarded to the person entitled to 
receive such effects. Shipment of soiled cloth
~g, and particularly effects bearing blood 
st.a.ins, should be avoided. See chart 12 and 
ngures 22 and 23. 

a. The immediate commanding officer will 
inventory and turn over the personal effects of 
:he deceased to the widow or legal representa
·ve when present. 

b. When the widow or legal representative 
of deceased is not present to r~ceive effects, the 
commanding officer will appoint a summary 
court officer to secure all effects and report on 

their disposition. 
c. When legal representative or next of kin is 

not known, the summary court officer may 
(after 30 days) sell (salable) effects except 
sabers, insignia, decorations, medals, watches, 
trinkets, manuscripts and other articles valu
able chiefly as keepsakes. (See note on chart 
12 concerning commercial papers.) These non
salable effects will be sent along with commer
cial papers to The ,Adjutant General. The 
proceeds from the sale of effects and any cash 
belonging to the estate of the decedent will be 
turned over to the local disbursing officer for 
deposit to the applicable trust fund receipt 
account. (See TM 14-700.) The disbursing 
of.fleer will sign receipt for funds on WD AGO 
Form 54 (Inventory of Effects). (See fig. 23.) 

d. All transactions pertaining to the dis
position of effects will be reported by the sum
mary court officer on WD AGO Form 54. This 
form, when approved by the commanding 
officer, will be forwarded by him to The Ad
jutant General. 

e. The appointment of personal affairs offi
cers as summary court officers is encouraged. 
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DISPOSITION OF EFFECTS 
Chart 1i 

!SECTION A-"IF LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OR WIDOW OF DECEASED IS PRESENT" A. W. 112 

INVENTORY O F 
EFFECTS AND REPORT 
OF SUMMARY COURT 

WO AGO FORM 54 

EFFECTS OF DECEASED 

-PrepMes inventory o f effects 
1ri gen erdl form 

- Obtd lnS dnd enters ful l Mme 
dnd ddd ress of legdl repre· 
sentdtive or widow to 
whom e ffects ore delivered . 

- Sends copies 1.2 to C. 0 . 

EFFECTS J 
- De live rs effects to legdl rep· 

resentative or widow. 
- Arranges for packing dnd 

shipment at Government ex· 
pense, if requested. 

-Makes disposition without 
delay. 

I 

_.F 

- Approves by signing dnd 
forwdrds to TAG wi th 
Service Record . 

SECTION B-WHEN LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OR WIDOW IS KNOWN, IS NOT PRESENT, AND 
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EFFECTS O F DECEASED 

IN V ENTORY OF 
EFFECTS AND REPORT 
OF SUMMARY COURT 

WO A GO FORM 54 

c::J-------~ c:::i--.... -
-Collects dnd delivers eff~cts -Receives effects . 

to summary court o:ficer. · -Forwdrds dS shown below. 

- lnveritoriis effects on Form 
54 (front) 

-Delivers copies 1.3 to sun· 
mary court offrcer with 
effects. 

- Forwdrds eff~cts with copies 
1-2 Form 54 to widow or 
legdl representotive . 

- Effects dre sent at Govern
ment expense by transporta· 
t1on officer in accordance 
with AW 112. 

-Acts without delay. 

AGO 5~ 

AG O 54 

- Forwards to C. 0 . 
approval. 

Chart 12. Disposition of Effects of Deceased Personnel. 

-Si ~ns copy 1 
- Forwards to TAG. 



dnd 
1th 

ND 

~ F 

OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

NOTE 

- C ommerc1ol popers, bonk occounts, stocks, bonds, o r 
negotroble rnstruments wrll not be conve wed into Cdlh but 
forwdrded to widow, legdl representdt1ve, or the Ad1utdn t 
Generdl Applrcoble to Sectrons A, 8, ond C. 

c=J 
- Receiv es e ffects . 
- If procticoble, signs receipt 

for effects. 

THE ADJUTANT 
GENERAL 

c::J 
- Fries. 

"COMMANDING OFFiCER SHALL DIRECT A SUMMARY COURT TO SECURE ALL EFFECTS" A . W. 112 

- Receives effects. 
- Signs cop res 1·2 Form 54 

und er .. Recip re nt"" dnd morls 
to summory court offrcer. 

Chart 12-Continued. 

c:J 
-Fries. 
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Chart 12 continued DISPOSITION OF EFFECTS 

DOCUMENT COMMANDING SUMMARY COMMA_NDING 

I 

IMMEDIATE I 
OFFICER COURT OFFICER OFFICER 

I 

SECTION C-WHEN LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OR WIDOW, OR NEXT OF KIN IS NOT KNOWN, 

EFFECTS OF DECEASED 

INVENTORY OF 
EFFECTS AND REPORT 
OF SUMMARY COURT 

WO AGO FORM 54 

PROCEEDS FROM SALE 
OF EFFECTS 

CASH OR CHECK 

72 

~--~ ..... 
-Collects effects. 
-Delivers to summMy court 

officer •long with form 54 

-Inventories effects on Form 
54 (froni). 

-Receives effects •nd form 54 . 
-Ver1f1es 11wentory dnd s19 ns 

receipt copy 5, Form 54. 
-P•ys locdl creditors, collects 

from debto". 
-Sells effects. M•kes • full 

report of •II trdnsdct1ons on 
Form 5 4. Does not convert 
commerc1•I pdpers. 

CASH OR 
CHECK 

-T urm in Cdsh including 
funds from proceeds of 
effects, if •ny. 

-Ret•ins copy 4. 
-Forw•rds copies 1.3 to 
CO. 

Chart 12-Continued. 

F 

-Approves by signing •nd 
lorw•rds to TAG. 



OF DECEASED PERSONNEL 

"COMMANDING OFFICER SHALL DIRECT A SUMMARY COURT TO SECURE ALL EFFECTS" A. W. 11 '2 

··--·· -..... 
-Receives funds for deposit. 
-Signs copies 1.4 ~s receipt 

fo r lu • ds . 

i\ 

LF I ,__.. F 

9 dnd -Files copy 2. 
-ForwMd' copy 1 to F1<col 

Director 

Chart 12-Continued. 
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INVENTORY OF EFFECTS AR 600-550 
I. UST U"[ • FllST UM[ • Ml'llOL[ lllTlll 

John Doe. J. 

..... 
I
• out or HATM 

.24 Jul 45 Pvt 
;. ORG"llATl(MI Of 0£CUSED (A .. ,,,.u) 6. ,UC( Of OUTM 

Tilton GR 
lBlst Inf, Fort Dix, N. J. Fort Dix, N611' Jersey 

7. Cl!!ASS I EFHCTS • SHU, llSIGlfll, OCCOHTIOllS, M£DUS, C&"'AIM CITUIOllS, WATCMU, MAIUSCllrTS MID OTMU HTltlU YILVUL[ Cftl(flT U l([PJ.HU, (.11 

ftttUHt')' Cl11u IE.fl.ct•_,. M '"clud•d Mttl lut•rl ut'ld.r I ) 

IWMIU OUCllPTIOll Of .UTICLE IUftt!U OUCllPTIOR Of ARTICLE 

1. Watch, wrist, Hamilton, green gold 
with leather strap 

4 Pictures, snapshot size 

1 Identi!'ication Bracelet, ~ist, 
silver, engraved 

8. CUSS II (fFCCTS • JllOll(Y, IAU OlAFTS, Cll£Cl:S, MOl£Y OIOUS, rUSQIU £ff£CTS, fllllfOLD ETC. 

IUMIU OUCllrTIOll Of AUICL£ llUMIU 0£$UIPTIOtl Of UTIC:l[ 

l Wallet, leather, black 
6 Coins, English, assorted 
l Driver's license, Conn. 
3 Letters, personal, opened 
1 Check, City National Bank, Wood

stock, Conn. 

$18.0I Coins and currency. 

II UTU TOTAL &MOl.HIT Of CASM 01 (Qtll'ULUT MU[ 

f'OR US[ OF lwt!IEDIAW. cmau.NBINCi OfTICER Of ORGANIZATIO!f SEClJPHili EFFECTS 

•• CMEU NU[ If EFFECTS SOT TO TM£ EFFECTS tuAUUMASTU, UM'!' I "' 
uncrs IUltEAU. UIS.lSCITY qu.t.AT[~U1Elt D(POT, I.HUS CITY, MO. 
ICJ'll: a:> lfOT SDID f'U.n/llL UTICTS OF f'fkDt#EL DECU.SED rnnmr 
111E UtlTfl) S1A1IS 10 THE llflCTS (ll.urr..'A51U . 

10. £HECT$ HC le IE DELIHHD o• SNIP'P[O ,. •CCOUAICE •IT• ..... 111 

If £Ff£CTS 0£LIYEIU TO LU.U lCPIESOTATIYE MAIE [ITllU MUE. 

''"' Mrs tbomas c. Doe 
"""' 27 Hillside A venue 
CITY HO STATE 

one OU I YUEO 

Woodstock, Conn. 
25 July, 1945 

II. I CUHN lllAT TltE f011£&0lU '!JillTOltT COMPltlSES All Tll[ Eff£CTS Of ABO\'[ 

'"'" "'"''" ..:t' ...7. Y.n ~ ~~ 
- t1•ATVIC 1 

L. T. Roach Cant. Inf. 
tHAtlllUIOll 

18lst Tnf. Ft Dix. N· J 
U. SltUTUIE Of MCIPIEIT 01 IU*OY COVIil OfflCU 

111.0...A.l..O. , ... •O. M l1 .1- ltU Tiii$ , ... Slll'lllStOU •.D.,A.G . o. ro. 10 , "' · 1 JULY lt')) HtCM llLL llOT t£ 1.1$(0 .I.HU l(CllrT Of TMIS fOllM. 

I 

-

L~--------------------~ ! ______________________ _ 
Figure 22. War Department AGO Form 54 (Frent), (Inventory of Effects). 
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REPORT OF SUMMARY COURT AR 600-550 
13. TM[ FOllOWUIG AMOUITS DU£ THE ESTATE Of TME DECEASED 'WERE COU.ECTED 

O&T[ AMOUllT RECEIVED FROM 

25 Jul 4 2,08 William 'H, Hill 
3679623, Pvt, 
18lst Inf. 

1-.. THE FOLLOWIJl-0 CLAIMS .lGA.lllST TllE EST.IT[ Of TME OCCUSEO WERE PAID 

DAT[ AHOUllT 

I 

25 Jul 4~ 7,03 

PAIDTO 

niomas R. Robbins 
3357432, Pfc, 
18lst Inf. 

DUE AMOUIH RCCEIYEDFROM 

TOTAL I 2.08 

DATE AHO\lllT PAID TO 

$. 

TOTAL I 7,03 
IS. OTHER TRAllSACTIOllS, lllCLUOlllG SALE OF EFFECTS. REPORT UCM TRAltSACTIOll Ill OET.lll (Se. AR d00-~.9.1). NOTE: srocxs. ~DS A'1D 01HER 00/IURCJAL rAPER 'IIU. 

IOR 01'TRSE.4S C4S/At.n£S THESE UFECTS l'lU.. Bl NOT BE CDNYEJ:TED lf'iTO CASI . BJT SDIT '70 111£ ADJUTMT Gl:NEJW.. Jf1111 11115 RD'ORT 111 Ct.sf OF IDll~C D«!:AS£ 

SOIT 10 THE EFFECTS aJAJrTUJlASTEJl 

None 

'"" AHOOMT OF""""'""' .... ,.., OF"""'""" WOROS "'Fl OBTAIN RECEIPT 
1---------------'"'N""on""e~ FOR FUNDS AS 
"· INDICA'.fED HERE 

PROCEEDS 0, SAL[ OF PROP£RTY OF D£C. ii .ill .Ji (f'lorm.ll y nat to,,,,_ usPd for ovprsp;rf c •su•lfilt's untfpr l'•r 16 W. D C1rcuhr J, ..... ,~... ,.,,,,., ..... ~ ou ~"""'"~• yu•<"••n..•••r . J 

APPROPRIATIOll TO &E CR£01TEO BY OISBURSlltG OFflCER 

None 
DATE. ORGllllZATIOJI A"O LOCATION OF DISPURSlllG OFFltElt 

17. OAT£ APP1t0¥EO !T CO~AllOlllG OFFICER 

25 July 1945 
SIGUTUlE OF COfllUllOlllG OFFICE~ 

~~-r~ 
ITYl'[O UH[ AllD ~RAO£ 

I 

Madison Pearson 
Bt"lgadier General. USA 

AHOUMT (In -orrl• ancf l;fun•J DEl'OSITU Wint DISIURSl16 OFFICER 

None 
SIGltATURf AllD TrPEO llAME AllD GUDE C- DISllURSlllG OFFICER 

II. DATE .UD lOCATIOlt 

24 July 1945 
Ft. Dix, Ne1rJersey 

SIG#.toTURE\~fl~ 

TYPfD llAME, GRADE AltD ORG.HIUTIMI 

H. A. Campbell, Capt, Inf, 
18lst Inf,, Ft. Dix, N. J. 

U S. 00V£Rl"M£>'1' PRIHTIJrfG OPF'ICI: ltU O 

I--

I--

--, 

I -- . J _I ______ - -----------·-----

-, 
I 
I 
I 

-------------- -- -- -- ---- -- -- -- ---- --
Figure 28, War Department AGO Form 54 (Back), (Report of Summary Court). 
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SECTION VIII 

FINAL PAPERS OF DECEASED 

30. Preparation and Disposition ~f Final Papers 
a. It is essential for The Adjutant General 

to receiv~ the service records and allied papers 
of a deceased enlisted person as soon as possible 
after a death. 

b. Allotment offices must receive prompt noti
fication of discontinuances of allotments or 
allowances in order that issuance may be 
terminated. Discontinuance of allotments will 
be effected by the use of WD AGO Form 30-S 
(Allotment discontinuance notice upon dis-
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charge or release from active duty), as pre
scribed in AR 35-5560. 

c. It is necessary that the Final Paymen 
Roll be received in the Army Finance Center. 
St. Louis 20, Missouri, without delay in order 
that adjustment of any arrears of pay may be 
properly made. Such final pay rolls will be pre
pared and processed as prescribed in AR 
35-2480. 

d. For the accomplishment of the above, see 
chart 13 and figure 24. 
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ALLOTMENT 
DISCONTINUANCE 

WO AGO 
FORM 30-S 

REPORT OF SURVEY 
WO AGO FORM 1 5 

(IF REQUIRED) 

SOLDIERS DEPOSIT 
BOOK WO AGO 

FORM 14-38 (OLD 
WDFD FORM 33) 

FINAL PAYMENT 
ROLL WO 

FORM 371 

SERVICE RECORD 
WO AGO FORM 

24A (OLD WO AGO 
FORM 24) 

- PrepMeS dllotment dis· 
continudnce notice fo.r 
dll cdses, AR 35-5560 

r-·-- -., 

PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION 

I Holds 

f + fi~o15_J...~ .----T 
I 12 AGO I! .i_·~_.____ 11 AGO IS 

I :f~~~iI.-! 1 J y 3-§1l:::, 
I ,_I AGO IS ~ """ ~ AGO IS I 
"---l--..A L---J 

.-Receives. -Prepores (if req~ired). 
I NOT IFI CAT IO N: .. _

1
, - Sends to commdnd1ng 

I.. - _ _ _ officer. 
- Processes in dCcord

dnce with TM 14-904. 
-Returns copy 2 to im· 

medidte commdnding 
officer. 

- Receives not1ficdt1on of 
pecuniMy chdrges, if 
any, and enters on pay 

· records in accordance 
with AR 345-155 

11--- 1 
I FO 33 ,; ._ __ _,. 

- Attdches any depos it 
book to findl pdyment 
roll. 

- Prepores dnd forwdrds 
fin•I payment roll. 

- Enters dny deposits or 
chorges . 

- Encloses copy 4 in 
service record. 

-----c::J 
- Completes ent ri es in 

se rvice record . 
- Copy 4, fi ndl pdyme nt 

roll, is e nclosed in lieu 
o f Extrdc t of Service 
Record , WD AGO 25, 
which is not required. 

- Assembles required 
records dnd forwdrds 
to TAG. 

I - Receives copy 2 from 
co 

L --Notifies personnel sec· 
t1on o f pecun1ory 
chorges, 1f dny. 

ri---., 
-~, FO JJ I 

'----J 
- If soldier hds deposits, 

11 gns dnd forwdrd s. 

-Receives dnd signs. 
- Forwdrds with sup· 

porting documents. 

NOTE 2 

WD AGO Form 30-S is 
completed for officers dncf 
enlisted men . Form 66-1. 
66-2, or 66-3 is forword ed 
to the Adjutdnt Ge ne rdr, 
Office rs' Brdnch, Wdshing
ton 25, D. C., with the form 
30-S . .The office r's 201 file 
is mdiled to the Demob il
ized Person~el Recor d s 
Brdnch, AGO, St. Louis, 
Mo., noted " d ecedsed," dS 
soon dS prdcticable . · 

Char t 13. Preparation and Disposition of Final Papers 
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I 
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Chart 13--Continued. 

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

NOTE 1 
Actions shown on this 
chdrt should be com
pleted within three ddys 
after deced~e of militdry 
personnel. 
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FINAL PAYMENT ROLL 

0RG.lt1w.r10.'<1 Doe, John J. I iu:GtMEHt 

2 468 109 /neceasedl___L l8ls t Infantry 
STATIOI" 

Ft. Dix !lew Jersev I J>Rl~l~AL.l.IW-I.> 
APPROPRIATIONS 

lJ54J 

1Tal ter Cory 
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Ft. . Dix, N. J. 
Sym !lo . 210500 
Sta. No. 1233 

July 1945 

(10RU5!:0FPAY1NGometONt,V) 

1
.1 -5~..,,.rno.---'C~ER~T~"~'·~·T~E~O~'~'~"~s~o·~·~EL;O~F~Fl~C~ER~-----1 

212/6o425FSA 1942-46 501-74 P414 'l1 ' I 
1-~,~,."',J,~_:L~, _:_::._ __ -'--'-~~-"'""''w~,.;.Mt.;:.•;:."o..+-----1 Ft. Dix, N. J. 24 July 1945 
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r--- ------- ------+-----+--1-rn kind nor received t he equi\·nlcnt lhtreof ia money, 
tha t where quarte rs allowance 1s crC"dHc<.I for the enlisted 
ruan, his dcpcndcDts, or both, pubJ,i.: quartcrJ were not ----------------+-----+----! tt.\•ailablc or as,.;;igned to such pcr;;on~ nor did they rccci\'e 
a monetary a llowance in lieu thcr •. :or, a nd th.:i.t p.lyment 
to the enlisted men named 0:1 the wi lhin p.:i.y roll i~ not 

>----------------+-----~--• prohibited by any pro\'i~11ms of faw !uniting the ax;.id-

1 
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"'"' 5 US GPJ.D $1.50. Not ent to IT/P. I 

~--FF-~~~~fil ,______ ,_'.'__1===·=··1·~·~··~·~·~,·~·-~,~·~··~·i··L,~M~··=,~·~·,~,~~~~~:::::::~:::::~~~==~~~==~~~~~~~~~::J CREDITS 
>---- ,~~-r~~;-~--J'~~~C~O~ll~E~CT~IO~H~s~_:; ~ ._!_ 
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Figure 24. War Department Form 371. 

We hereby a 
• mo1104 1n 
0Pi>o.1t.eo11r 
P•)'me-itor 

~ ... 
!/ie1t&tUA 
&11t1.ie J 

(Final Payment Roll). 

·~11f~c!\.~1~~».:: •nc.,.,..,! 
rr11.'1ha1 

" 

1-



SECTION IX 

UNIFORM BURIAL CONTRACT .PROCEDURES 

31. Duties of The Quartermaster General 
The Quartermaster General-

a. Prepares Uniform Burial Contract forms 
and specifications for embalming and caskets. 

b. Issues detailed instructions for accom
plishment of contracts. (See AR 30-1830.) 

32. Duties of Army Commander 
The army commander-

a. Receives Uniform Burial Contract forms 
and instructions from The Quartermaster Gen-
eral and distributes them to all installations 
within the army area. 

b. Makes any necessary investigations of 
p:-ospective contract funeral directors, prior to 
approval of Uniform Burial Contracts, to de
termine their professional and financial repu
a tion, standing and qualifications; makes any ' 

necessary inspections of bidders' establishments 
·or adequacy of stocks, facilities and equipment, 
to determine ability to fulfill Uniform Burial 
Contract requirements. 

c. Approves, prior to award, each Uniform 
Burial Contract within the army area. (See AR 
30-1830.) 

33. Duties of Purchasing and 
Contracting Officer 

The purchasing and contracting officer-
a. Receives Uniform Burial Contract forms 

and instructions from the army commander and 
studies contents thereof to familiarize himself 
with their provisions. 

b. Fills in Uniform Burial Contract forms as 
indicated in figure 25. 

c. Issues forms to prospective bidders. Sepa
rate invitations will be issued and separate 
contracts will be made for undertaking services 
for white and colored personnel. Invitations 
will be sent to and contracts made with colored 
:uneral directors, for colored undertaking serv
ces, if such facilities are available. In the event 

no colored undertaking facilities are available 
within the area, or if no.bids are received from 
colored establishments, contracts for the per
formance of undertaking services for colored 
personnel may be awarded to white funeral 
directors. 

d. Receives sealed formal bids, and after the 
opening date of these bids, inspects, in company 
with the surgeon, all prospective contract 
funeral directors (bidders) to determine their 
professional and financi'al reputation and stand
ing, qualifications, and adequacy of facilities 
and equipment, in accordance with figure 26. 

e. Considers points listed in paragraph 34 
before submitting recommendations to army 
area. 

f. Signs and secures signature of surgeon on 
required certificate on those Uniform Burial 
Contracts recommended and submits same to 
army area for approval. Separate contracts will 
be recommended and subsequently awarded for 
white and colored personnel. 

g. Awards Uniform Burial Contract(s) upon 
receipt of approval by army area, and makes 
necessary distribution of copies. No other form 
will be used for this purpose. 

h. Insures that specifications in Uniform 
Burial Contract(s) are adhered to when serv
ices are performed. 

i. Prepares vouchers for the additional ex
pense in all cases where an oversize casket is 
required. 

34. General Instructions Concerning Uniform 
Burial Contracts. 

a. In accordance with Procurement Regula
tions, paragraph 230.4, burial services under 
contract WILL BE OBTAINED BY FORMAL 
ADVERTISING. Awards will be made to the 
LOWEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDER COM
PLYING WITH THE CONDITIONS OF THE 
INV IT AT ION FOR BIDS, provided his bid is 
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reasonable and it is to the interest of the United 
States to accept it. It will be noted that award 
does not necessarily have to be made to the 
LOWEST BIDDER, but the LOWEST RE
SPONSIBLE BIDDER. As defined in Pro
curement Regulations, paragraph 204.4, a 
"responsible bidder"· is one who (1) qualifies 
as such under laws and regulations governing 
the purchase of the supplies to be procured, (2) 
is a manufacturer or a regular dealer in such 
supplies, (3) is in position to perform the 
contract, and ( 4) has a previous record for the 
faithful fulfillment of similar contract obli
gations which justifies the belief that he will 
perform the contract in accordance with the 
terms. As defined in Procurement Regulations, 
paragraph 204.5, the "lowest responsible bid
der" is that "responsible bidder" whose bid, if 
accepted, would result in the lowest ultimate 
cost to the Government of the supplies to be 
procured. 

b. While burial services must · be obtained 
under contracts through formal advertising and 
award made to the lowest responsible bidder, 
price alone is not the determining factor. To 
insure that the remains of deceased personnel 
will arrive at their destination in a satisfactory 
condition, contracts should be awarded only to 
funeral directors who are qualified to render 
first class service and to furnish merchandise 
conforming strictly to specifications. Accord
ingly, the qualifications of "responsible" bidders 
as outlined in Procurement Regulations, par
ticularly paragraph 204.4, should be carefully 
considered by contracting officers prior to 
award of contracts. 

c. As a guide in determining the reaso~able
ness of prices offered for funeral services, and 
whether or not their . acceptance would be to 
the interest of the Government, it may be stated 
that there are certain limits of cost beyond 
which a contractor cannot go without incur
ring a financial loss. The contractor should not 
quote a low price in his bid with the expectation 
of making up any financial loss due to contract 
prices by selling higher-priced services and 
merchandise to next of kin. In other words, the 
interests of the Government are not served 
where a contractor uses his contract as a 
medium for selling higher-priced merchandise 
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and services to relatives of deceased military 
personnel. 

d. The bidder's attention should be especiall. 
invited to paragraph 9, Part A, "Instructions 
Bidders." This provides that the bidder should 
take into consideration that, under his contract. 
he will be called upon to handle not only those 
remains where death is due to natural cause 
but also those where death comes violently and 
where the condition of the remains preclude
embalming in the normal manner and will re
quire considerable work in preparing and pre
serving the remains (including derma-surgery 
when required) to insure arrival at destination 
in an acceptable state of preservation. Charges 
over and above the contract prices cannot be 
paid for services or supplies which the con
tractor was required to furnish under his con
tract and for which he did not make provision 
at the time he submitted his bid. The fact that 
a body cannot be embalmed arterially does not 
relieve the embalmer from his responsibility to 
prevent putrefaction, arrest decomposition, and 
so prepare the remains for shipment or burial 
that neither he nor the Government need be 
embarrassed by offensive odors or the arrival 
of the body at destination in other than a good 
state of preservation. Specification 1 9f the 
contract for embalming provides for treatment 
of different types of cases. The estimated num
ber of cases to be handled under the contract 
includes not only those where death was due 
to natural causes, but also those where death 
was due to accidents. The price for embalm
ing should be based upon the majority of types 
of cases estimated to be handled under the 
contract. For instance, at an air base there will 
be more deaths from other than natural causes 
than at a regular Army post; therefore, the 
price for embalming should be predicated upon 
the assumption that the majority of cases will 
require preparation other than by embalming 
in the normal manner. 

e. Funeral services as provided for in Speci
fication 2 of the contract should be allowed only 
in those cases where the commanding officer or 
relatives of the deceased desire 'to hold funeral 
services prior to shipment of the remains to 
final destination. These services may be held 
either at the post, camp, or station of the de-
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The contractor is occasioned extra work and 
expense when such services are held, and this 
item in the specifications affords him an oppor
tunity to charge a reasonable price for the 
services. As a guide in consideration of this 
item, it may be stated that the price would be 
predicated to a great extent upon the distance 
from the mortuary to the place of funeral serv
ice. If the service is held at the chapel of the 
contractor or within ten miles thereof, a fair 
price to the Government for these additional 
ervices would be about $20.00. If the distance 

is greater than 10 miles, the additional cost 
should be based upon local prevailing mileage 
rates. A reasonable amount is $ .50 per mile 
each way. This item is not intended to be 
allowed when interment is to be made in a local 
cemetery, as any funeral services rendered then 
come in the category of "interment expenses," 
payment for which, in an amount not exceeding 
$50.00, is made to the person who engages the 
services of the funeral director and assumes 
responsibility for payment of the bill. 

f. ALL BURIAL SERVICE ,CONTRACTS 
WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED ON THE 
UNIFORM BURIAL SERVICE CONTRACT 
FORM. THERE WILL BE NO DEVIATION" 
THEREFROM WITHOUT PRIOR APPROV
AL OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL. 
The form contains all pertinent current re
quirements of Procurement Regulations; how
ever, should any regulations be promulgated 
ubsequent to the receipt of the uniform buria: 

service contract forms, which will be applicable 
thereto, purchasing and contracting officers wili 
incorporate any such applicable provisions in 
the invitation for bids and resulting contract. 

g. The uniform burial contract form will be 
utilized by all military installations within the 
continental limits of the United States and bids 
will be sent out and contracts executed by the 
purchasing and contracting officer of each such 
military installation designated to handle burial 
ervices for deceased military personnel. 

h. Bids must be accepted from all who wish 
:-0 submit them. Do not make selection until all 
bids have been reviewed and establishments in
-pected. 

i. The metal-lined casket described in Speci-

fication 4 will be used in all cases where the 
remains will not reach their destination within 
24 hours' scheduled travel time, and in all other 
cases where state shipping rules and local 
health regulations require this type of casket. 

j. A single contract will not be made for two 
or more stations unless the combined personnel 
of the stations concerned is less than 20,000 and 
it is more advantageous to the Government to 
make a single contract. Provided his facilities 
are adequate, there is no objection to one con
tractor's having two or more separate con
tracts, even though the combined strength of 
the stations concerned exceeds 20,000. At in
stallations where the strength is such that based 
on the estimated death rate as determined by 
The Surgeon General (normally 3 per thou
sand) there would be less than FIVE estimated 
deaths during the fiscal year of life of the con
tract, it is naturally more advantageous to 
procure burial services in each individual case, 
as required, rather than to enter into a contract. 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL CON
TRACTS BE MADE TO PROCURE BURIAL 
SERVICES FOR ONE INDIVIDUAL DE
CEDENT, AS CONTRACTS ARE TO COVER 
A POST, CAMP OR STATION AND MORE 
THAN ONE CASE. INDIVIDUAL CASES 
SHOULD BE HANDLED BY PURCHASE 
ORDER. 

k. The following instructions will be followed 
in inviting bids and establishing the mileage 
radius to be served by the contractor: 

(1) Bids will not be obtained from firms 
located at a destination so great as to cause 
delay in the proper preparation of the remains 
and their inspection by the surgeon and the 
purchasing and contracting officer. Normally 
twenty miles will be considered a satisfactory 
distance. 

(2) The distance to the contractor's estab
lishment should not be confused with the mile
ag€ indicated in the space provided therefor in 
Specification i a, Part I>, of the contract. 

(3) The mileage in Specification 1 a, Part D, 
should be determined by the purchasing and 
contracting officer, after considering local con
ditions and problems, and entered in the In
vitation for Bids PRIOR TO SENDING SUCH 
BIDS TO PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS. The 
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mileage represents the DISTANCE THE CON
TRACTOR WILL BE REQUIRED 'l'O GO 
FROM HIS PLACE OF BUSINESS UPON 
CALL TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE RE
MAINS OF A DECEASED MEMBER OF 
THE MILITARY FORCES. Even in the most · 
isolated areas, the mileage should riot be over 
100 miles. This radius cannot be determined by 
the distance from a particular funeral director's 
establishment and cannot be entered after the 
successful bidder has been selected and award 
made to such bidder. The entering of the mile
age radius in the Invitation for Bids, furnishes 
all prospective bidders an equal opportunity in 
bidding and helps them to determine their price 
for item 1 of the Bids. 

(4) It is not to the best interest of the 
Government to specify too wide a radius since 
the bidder's price for item 1 includes not only 
actual embalming, preservation of the remains, 
and other services required for the body to 
present a normal life-like appearance when 
reposing in the casket, but also the mileage he 
is required to travel to pick up the remains. 

l. Even though a contract is made for a 
particular station, it does not mean that the 
remains of deceased military personnel to be 
handled under such contract are limited to 
members thereof. The contractor may be called 
upon to handle the remains of any deceased 
member of the U. S. Army whose death occurs 
in active service in the radius of the contract 
concerned, regardless of whether such decedent 
is a member of a command of the station con
cerned, on furlough from some other station, 
or on maneuvers or training duty. 

35. Steps in the Awarding of a 
Uniform Burial Contract 

a. PREPARING INVITATIONS FOR BIDS. The 
contracting officer will fill in th'e contract form 
to show: 

(1) Invitation number and station number. 
(2) Name and location of station issuing the 

bid, and date of invitation. 
(3) Date, time and place of opening the bid 

and the period covered by the contract. 
( 4) Whether the contract is for- white or 

colored military personnel. 
(5) Stations or other places covered by the 
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contract. 
( 6) The finance officer who will make pa. 

ment. 
(7) Signature and title of the contract· 

officer issuing the invitation. 
(8) Estimated requirements of each i 

shown on page 4 of the bid sheet. The to 
estimated requirements should be based on t 
strength of the garrison and the estima 
death rate as determined by The Surgeon Ge 
eral. (For the fiscal year 1947 The Surgeo 
General estimates the normal death rate to 
3 per thousand. For example, with a garriso 
strength of 30,000 the estimated deaths wow 
be 90.) The estimated quantity shown for iter::. 
1 (embalming) will be the guide for showin 
the estimated quantities for other items. Ite 
3 and 4 cover caskets. Therefore, the sum o: 
the estimated quantities fo r items 3 and -: 
should equal the estimated quant ities for item 
·Likewise, the sum of the estimated quantiti 
for items 5 and 6 should equal the estimatee 
quantities shown for item 1. For example: 

Item No. Qua ntity 

1-Embalming, etc. ···············-······-······ 90 
3-Casket, etc. ·····················- ·······--····- ······ 60 
4-Metal-lined casket ·-············- ·····-·-··- 30 
5-Local hearse -········-·-···--··-·················· 10 
6-To shipping point·-······- ·················· 80 

(9) Under Specification 1 (a), Part D 
"Specifications" in the space provided therefor 
the number of miles the contractor will bE 
required to go to call for bodies under hi5 
contract. This distance, which will be deter
mined by the contracting officer, must b 
entered before the invitation is sent to bidden 
and will be based on local conditions. This mile
age will not be confused with mileage referre · 
to in paragraph 34. 

Note. N o copy of t h e Inv ita tion s for B ids n eed be sut
mitted t o t h e Office of The Qua r ter mast er Gen era l or ti:.. 
a rmy area. 

b. MAKING OF BID (BY CONTRACTOR). The 
bidder has only to : 

(1) Fill in on the "bid sheet" (page 4) : 
(a) The unit price of each item in the "uni 

price" column. 
( b) The total amount of each item in the 

"amounts" column. 
(2) Fill in tax information w!1en necessary 
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(par. 9, Part C, "General Conditions"). 
(3) Sign the bid. (See par. 7, Part A 

"Instructions to Bidders.") 
(4) Send bid to purchasing and contracting 

officer. 
c. SUBMISSION OF BIDS TO ARMY AREA FOR 

APPROVAL. See paragraph 33 and chart 14. 
Before submission, the certificates on the last 
page of the contract must be signed by the pur
chasing and contracting officer and the surgeon. 

d. ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS. After a bid has been 
accepted! the contracting officer will execute 

' 

the contract as follows: 
(1) Assign a contract symbol number. 
(2) Complete the "acceptance" on page 2 to 

show: 
(a) Date of acceptance. 
( b) Items accepted. 
( c) Estimated total cost. 
(d) Signature. 
(3) Distribute the copies of the contract in 

accordance with Procurement Regulation 3, 
section IV. (See chart 14.) 
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QMC Form 1082 
Rn!SO<l 3Maft0 

UNIFORM IURIAL 
CONTRACT 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

INVITATION, BID, AND ACCEPTANCE 
' War Department, Fort Dix, New Jeraey 

ln.,.itation No. --··--·-·····--·------·------.. 
(onkact NaW,,00,,0J.S{&::=ll.l:=J 

----·------;~;~·-;;;;:ii-;;,·-j-~;-~·~;·--·-·1;;,~·ik•~;~•·E:~bii~•;,;~;;,_· oib·~;·•;;.-•.;;;>;5··~;~li-·1945··-- -··------··-·::=:=::::== 
.......... - .............................. lAddr~;·················-----···-······-··· ....................................... (D~t;)········-----------· 

INVITATION 

Sealed bids, Jn triplicate. subject to the conditions specified on both sides of this page and to the instructions to bidders, the 
special and general conditions and the specifications on the continuation sheets numbered ....... to ........ attached hereto, will be 

re<:eived at this office until J-999 ... o'clock, --~L m., ······'··-··-·· ······J.S. .. ~P.JiJ, ....... , 19115 .. , and then publicly opened, for th 
furnishing of Burial Services tor deceased U. S. Army ....... .. \.¥N. ti!>.. ........•.. personnel at .: . .f.~!:~--~~~--~~-_!!~~.l!~r. 

(Whit.of) - lColortdl 
in accordance with the attached specifications. 

!Ted Studt • 1st U..utenant, QlC 
-------··-·--······ · · ·· ····-··1N~~~-,---·· · ···--·····-······ ······--···---··-t•tit1-;;··-·--········------

CONTRACT PERIOD: 

Any contract awarded as a result of bids submitted under this invitation will extend from . .. 1 ... ~~--~?.~?. . ................... .. 
(or from the date of award if subsequent thereto) through .... . .3Q .. 4Hn~ .. l9.46 ....... .... .... .. .. .... , both dates inclusive, unless 
sooner terminated under provisions contained in this invitation. Do Hot Use This Space 

GENERAL UTJLIZATIO~ CLAUSE: 

This contract is for general utilization by all arms. services, and bureaus: all 
calls on contractor or orders for furnishing supplies or sen·ices hereunder issu.ed 
either by the contracting service or by a service other than the contracting service 
will contain the certificate of availability of funds, quoting the allotments to be used 
in making payments. 

PAYIXG FINASCE OFFICER ANO CERTIFICATION OF INVOICES: 

Payments under any contract or purchase ordYi retu~r~ frffA th~ invitation 
wi11 be made by the Finance•Officer, U. S. Anny, .. .... 9.r: ........ .. ..i ..... ~ ... -~!.t!.f!Y. ... . 
to whom properly certified invoices shOuld be made in triplicate. Invoices should be 
typewritten or made out in ink or indelible pencil, and marked original, -iuplicate, and 
triplicate. Only the original copy should be signed. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

All supplies and services furnished under any contract as a result of this invita
tion will be in strict accordance with the specifications attached hereto. 

BID 

This Conhact Approved re,, the 
Commanding General 

of the J.~t. Arr'.'3 J!:r.~ 

T, C • RROWN 
Colonel, QI£ 
Quart!!I'r.iaater 

. ............ ~~--l-!'ri~-- -1?~5-............. . 
( D a t e ) 

• ~n c_ompliance with ~he. abo(f invitation for bids and subject to all the co~ditions the~eof, the undersigned ?ffers and agrees, 
1f this bid be accepted within .h ...... calendar days from the date of the opening, to furn ish :\ny or all of the items upon wh ich 
prices are quoted, at the price set opposite each item. It is understood that the Government reserves the right, as the int erest of 
the Government may require, to reject any or all bids, to waive any informality in bids received, and to accept or reject any items 
of any bid unless qualified by specific limitation. 

The undersigned certifies that the prices quoted herein are r.ot in excess or applicable OPA price regulations. 
Discounts will be allowed for payment as follows: ...... percent IO calendar days ; . ... .. percent 20 calendar days· .. . p~rcen 

30 calendar days. The discount period will begi11 on the date supplies or services furnished hereunder are accepted' or the dat 
properly certified invoice is received, whichever date is later. -

Bidder •.• J".!1.~~- - ~-~!:.~ ... P.~-~-~-~----·--·-----·---·-······---· • Address ..•... "..::.'.'.~~?.~~- .. ~'.~--~ ~~~~! ............................ . 

Title GP,9r.1r~ .. J> .•.. J.<?!l_,._s_, __ ,._r~sid!lllt ............ ........ . 

ACCEPTANCE BY THE GOVERNME.'iT 20 l!a~ 19h5 
tDa t*I 

Accepted as to items numbered .. .. J .. ~Jln! .. .§.J_p.<;J_, _____ ........••...... ..... Estimated amount $ . . . _2}2.l!.'?.<?. .•.. ....•. .. 

STEP I • 

INVITATION PREPARED 
BY P & C OFFICER 

STEP IV· 
APPROVED BY 
ARMY AREA 

STEP II -
BID PREPARED 
BY BIDDER 

STEP V -

Name ... J>r•!<:I_ ~tu~i;, _lllt .1:1:'.1...Ql.!C:.. ........ ............ Title .l'll!:C:~ll~~T1;. ~~~ .. 0'.'':t-!:11'.=t.~~-(:_-~-~-~--~-~-r ...... ACCEPTANCE FOR GOVERN. 
This lnYi'tation for Bids and any contract entertd into p11n11ant tl>el'e'fo al'e' a11tltorizecl by Pu&lic, 703, 76tli CongNu, Appro.,.eJ ) 11 /y , MENT BY P & ( OFFICER 

1940, at continuecl in effect hr t#te act of lune 5, 1942, (P11b., 580, 77tlr Cong.), tltc Fint War Powen Act, 1941 (P1i1b., 354, 17th Cong.), 
one/ Euc11ti'f'e Order No. 9001 (Dtc. 27, 1941). 

(2) 

Figure 25. Uniform Burial Contract. · 
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r-1 ERN· 
~ICER 

·N• 

torJ ~t. uto Americaa ~ lllliel labor 
lltaDdard8 aad all cooditiou of ~ applicable to 

=:te~ ..':.ft ~e: =~ .:::J .. 4.a ':: 
amouata billed. .. 

---·············-···- (~)-- ----- ·-------

-------····-,~r·- ·····- ---------
1Tlu;,,- .• -- ---··· •. ..••.. 

or ~it:..~ c:=i:r-:.:':r~ rnr:r's!:::r'm~ 
=c:::.~ft.~f~i~~t!:::::~o,"e~ 
:zta:..'::~=~r~~==~ 
for U.. CHti6cate onl1 will not be accepted' 

(NOTE..--tf St.h ............. - t.c.WH ...... __... bOtted ... 
---"~._. ............... ~.........., ... .. 
,......_......., .......... Stwt.. ...................... ........ 
;.tt..--.WW." I 

BID SHEET 

<k•'""" U"1" 
u~ .....,. ...... 

For complete embalming acrrice u ptr apecificalion 1. I 10 Each body 30.50 . :f< Fune 8 Each 50.oo 
Fo• QUANTITY COLUMN ON z Each 9€ .45 

tio n BID SHEl:T (Page 4) 
Form FILLED IN BY P&C 8 Each 170.95 

ca.. OFFICER 
Fo• 2 Each .. ..,. 10.')() i 20 "~~ 

i 
y 0 , denve..,. ot ....Wn• 1<> s!Upp;nr po;nt ;n eont-- i e Each s.oo 40 

ior's. hearse, ambulance, or other s11itable cloMd 
cooveyanot. • i ._.,,. -

l'orl 0.-SPEOFICATIONS 

P" ___ ..._ __ _._-.t-bBAUfJNC S ERVlC&--Complete en1 ° 

STEP I - ~ill include : 

P & C OFFICER 
FILLS IN MILEAGE 
RADIUS ON PAGE & 
OF BURIAL CONTRACT. 

· l~.-Tranaportation of body in a suitable 
p lace where embaltning ia to be pu
indude. calling at the Army pen or 

~~2o~~~i=:rbo1;;~rte:~ 
and removing it to Contractor'• mor
m ing and n:tuming it to the Army 

I ..-hen such plaft of funeral i• within 
a~ it being understood that the em-

I ~':m~ra/rl~ ~r.e':rt!>'pi~i. ~~;u,;: 
• .... A ~···- -• -QuartermuterGeneraL Tbccmbalmi~will 

(7) 

CERTIFICATION 

mP 11-
"UNIT PRICE" AND 
"AMOUNT" FILLED 
IN BY BIDOE-R 

tract .. ~ ~t;; c~~ ~ .~l~r.!:.o!~!.:ft!!!tou;e ~~t~~:~h.~ef~m1sh u 
pted. bw m.abhahment. facahlies. 1nclud1nc the preparation room where h1a embalminc 1a done ~•1ne.e rep STEP IH 
qaalilcationa and cona1der h im to be properly qualified, h1a far ht1H ad«iuatc, a11d~11; r30nne\ •uf'k1ently 
oat UU. c:ontract to a .atid'actorJ eonclua1on... ~ 8 y 

....... . . ••-• P & C OFFICER (Page 12) 
... _!.~.~- .!-.!.~-~!:~J. .. 9.~.~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~.~f.~~ -~.r: ... 

(T1W-0.•u-d .. CH!ko:t-J 

"I a:anrr that I, .. ~gelly bur iDYC!!ia'M tbs "'!•hl;ohm•nt, fe<iHt;.., ;.,.,Jud;ng .the p,.pa~ tion room whe 
balmin& ia d~ buau~ ~h~ Contractor and co_nsader that h1a fl\c: 1J;t1es a~ a a ; 
that h.e ~ prt>feuionally 6'f I I a t h is personnel la!sufflc1ently qualified ; a N thst the equ ipmeoi 
hop._ I<> tuniah an ;) EP I nd m"'" tho , .. e;.'G: a~;· 

_____ /t!I;. ......... , ............... ·······························-· 
CN,._1 . \ 

Te .. ___...•"""T 
CERTIFICATION 

Figure 25-Continued. 
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CHECK LIST FOR INSPECTION OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS• 

ESTABLISHMENTS PRIOR TO AWARD OF UNIFORM 

BURIAL CONTRACT 

l• Investieate establishment as to appearance, upkeep and location, See that it 
is a reputable, well-established neighborhood where funeral services befitting a member 
of the Armed Forces may be held. 

2· Investigate the business reputation and financial standing of the firm. Usu
ally bank or city credit associations and wholesale suppliers can provide this informa
tion, 

3. Investigate the facilities and equipment to ascertain that: 

a. Preparation room is clean and that there is sufficient sanitary equip
ment. i.e., instruments, water connections, operating table (not collapsible), waste 
disposal facilities. 

b. Oiapel, reposing or slu!N>er rooms present an appearance of attention to 
upkeep, and that · there are catafalques, church trucks, and equipment for Catholic• 
Protestant, and Hebrew services. 

c. The number of enployees of the firm (and the number which may be obtained 
in an emergency from other' local funeral homes) is sufficient to care for the maxillLUll 
expectancy of deaths in addition to their normal business. 

d. The 
balming fluids and 
sanples of casket, 

establishment has a sufficient stock of caskets, metal liners, em
other supplies needed to properly embalm and prepare a body. Examine 
liners and shipping cases the funeral director proposes to furnish 

under contract to see if they conform to specifications. Determine whether bidder has 
a display room containing a variety of caskets for civilian trade in addition to those 
shown for use under contract. 

e. Enployees, particularly those who are professional embalmers, are qual
ified and licensed where required. 

f. The e'stablishment has either through outright ownership or rental agree
ments suitable rolling stock (hearse, limousine, etc.) and in sufficient quantity to 
satisfy contract requirements. 

g. The bidder understands the minimum preservative measures to be taken under 
the Uniform 9.Jrial Contract for class B & C cases. This does n~t preclude the use of 
a better technique in lieu thereof. 

Figure 26. Cheek List for Inspection of Funeral 
Directors' Establishments Prior to Award of Uniform Burial Contract. 

. 
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INVITATION, 
BID, AND 
ACCEPTANCE
UNIFORM 
BURIAL CON
TRACT OOMG 

RECOMMEN
DATIONS TO 
ARMY AREA 

TRUE COPY OF 
UNIFORM 
BURIAL 
CONTRACT 

LETTER OF NON
ACCEPTANCE TO 
UNSUCCESSFUL 
BIDDERS 

INVITATION, BID, INSPECTION AND 

-Prepares page 2 of Uniform Burial Contract in tripli-

-S~~its to sufficient· number pf funeral directors 
within trade territory to insure selection of suitable 
contractor. 

- Receives sealed bids. 
-Inspects establishment of all' bidders, with surgeon. 

See Figure 26. 
-Selects suitable bids 
-Obtdins signdture of surgeon, poge 12, on all copies 

of controct form. 

-Executes certificotion of inspection, page 12 Burial 
_(o!lJ.roct. 

1 RECCMMENOATIONS 
2 

REC OM· 
MENOATIONS -..Files 

-Prepores appropriote letter of recommendotion on 
funerol directors on l>osis of ins~ections. 

-Inserts dote contract is ac
• cepted. 
-Forwards. 

~Files 

-Prepores. (See P. R. 3.) 
-Forwards. 

-Pre pores. 

-Executes medico! certification of 
inspection dS to qualificdtions dnd 
facilities. 

-Returns to P P; C Officer without 
deloy . 

Chart 14. Invitation, Bid, Inspection and Acceptance of Uniform Burial Contracts. 



:J 
>n of 
sand 

th out 

ACCEPTANCE OF UNIFORM BURIAL' CONTRACTS 

- Receives bids and in
serts prices. 

-Mails sealed bid to 
originating P & C of
ficer within specified 
time limit. 

-------·-rONTRACTS: 
-Receives. 

c:::J 
-Receives. 

I 

Files i 
- Reviews. 
- Selects and signs each 

approved contract for 
each contract group. 

-Returns all contracts. 

Chart 14-Continued. 

NOTE 1 

CANCELLATIONS: Approval of cance llation of 
controcts must be obta ined from The Ouartermaster 
General prior to dction on such recommendation 
received by Army Area. See page 5 of Uniform 
Burial Contract form. 

CONTRACTS 

-Receives. 

-Receives. 
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SECTION X 

PROCEDURE FOR DECEASED CIVILIA2N! EMPLOYEES 

36.· Care, Disposition and Allowable Expenses 
a. Burial expenses for certain classes of 

civilian employees are authorized by AR 30-
1830. See chart 15 for allowable burial ex
penses for the various classes. 

b. In order to determine what expenses, if 
any, are properly payable by the War Depart
ment, it is necessary first to determine the class 
or category into which a civilian employee falls. 
To do thist the following data should be ascer
tained: 

(1) Date and place of employment in the 
United States. 

(2) If on a travel status in the United States 
-a copy of travel orders, official station of 

92 

deceased, and place claimed as legal residence. 
(3) If outside the continental United Sta 

-a copy of travel orders, if traveling, or co 
of assignment orde·r; whether an Ameri 
citizen; whether hired locally or sent from 
United States under competent orders (if 
latter, copy of orders should be obtained) ; pla 
claimed as legal residence. 

(4) Name and address of next of kin to 
contacted and the name and address of the o 
who will be responsible for directing the di.! 
position of remains. 

(5) For sample telegram reporting death _ 
a civilian to the United States Employees' Com
pensation Commission, see figure 27. 
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CHART 1S 

CLASSES OF CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES 
A. Civilian employees of the Army or of the War 

Department who have been ordered by competent 
authority aw•y from their homes in the U. S., to 
foreign countries, Hawaii, P. I., Alaska, Puerto 
Rico, or the Canal Zone, and who die while on. 
duty in such pl•ces or while performing authorized 
t.avel thereto or therefrom. (Act of 17 May 1938) 
(AR 30-1830). 

ALLOW ABLE BURIAL EXPENSES 
(1) 

BURIAL ·EXPENSES PROPER 
The same as for military personnel as set forth in 
AR 30-1830 as follows: 

(a) Undertaker's services, including embalm
ing and other preservative measures. 

(b) Casket and outside box. 
(c) Hearse. 

(2) 
TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation to place designated by legal 
next"of kin, with escort. In the absence of 
irtstructions from N/ K or if N / K cannot be 
located, to nearest post cemetery or post 
section of national cemetery 
(AR 30-1830). 

B. Civilian employees of the Army or of the War Same as for A (1) above. 
Department who die on Army transports or while 
accompanying troops in the field; or who, while on 
duty with troops in the field, or while on Army 
transports, incur injury or contract disease resulting 
in death away from their homes-(Act of 17 May 
1938) (AR 30-1830). 

Same as for A (2) above. 

c. 

Note: "Duty in the field" is defined as service 
with troops while on movement, on maneuvers, or 
in conducting tests of supplies or equipment for 
use by the Army. "Duty in the field" DOES NOT 
include the work of those civilian employees who 
ire permanently stationed at a post or other field 
Installation. It is used in a military sense rather 
than to distinguish between civilian employe's in 
the departmental service in Washington, D. C., and 
those in the field service at stations away from 
Washington. (See 12 Comp. Gen. 378.) 

Civilian employees of the War Department, who 
die while traveling on official business within con
tinental limits ol the U. S. (Act of 8 July 1940) 
(AR 30-1830), 

Authorized at a post not IN EXCESS OF $100 
to include: 

(a) Embalming. 
(b) Cremation. 
(c) Necessary clothing. 
(d) Casket. 

Cost of transportation to home or official 
station of decedent o.r to any other place : 
designated as the appropriate place of in• 
terment (provided that the e~penses pay• 
able will in no case be greater than. the 
expenses of transportation to the home or 
official station) to include: 

(a) Cost of removal of .remains from 
place of death to an undertaking 
establishment. 

(b) Procurement of burial and shipping 
permits. 

(c) Furnishing an outside case for ship·· 
ment (including, when necessary, 
the sealing of such outside case). 
(NO ALLOWANCE MADE for 
outside case when conveyance is 
by hearse.) 

(d) Removal to common carrier. 
(e) Transporting body by common 

carrier. 
(f) One removal at place of interment 

from common carrier. 
NOTE: TRANSPORTATION EXPENS• 

ES FOR ESCORT NOT ALLOWED; 1 
. HOWEVER THIS DOES NOT PRO

HIBIT USE OF ONE OF TICKETS RE· 
QUIRED FOR REMAINS. 

1~----------------------..... ---------------+-------------------------~--------+-----------'----..;.....--'-'-'~--------~-' Civilian employees of the War Department, other Ordinary costs of: Same as C (2) above. In addition to cost D. 
than those enumerated in A, above, who die while (a) Embalming. of preparation and transportation of re-
traveling on official business outside the continental (b) Cremation. mains, costs of transporting dependents of 
U.S. or while on assignment to a post outside the (c) Necessary clothing. the decedent and household effects 
U. S., including American citizens hired -locally (d) Casket or container suitable for shipment and other personal property of the dece• 
whose homes are in· fact in the United States. to place of interment. dent and his dependents to deceased's 
(Act of 8 July 1940) (AR .30-1830). (e) Any expenses necessarily incurred i~ home in the U. S., or other place desig-

complying with local laws and laws at nated, provided that the cost to such other 
port of entry in U. S. place does not exceed the cost to the 

deceased's home or official station. 

E. Civilian employees, other than those enumerated 
above, who die as a result of injuries received in 
the performance of their official duty, (5 use 761). 

F. All other civilian employees of the Army or the 
War Department whose burial expenses are not 
payable by eithet tho War Department or Em
ployees• Compensation Commiuion. 

NOTE: REMAINS OF ANY CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE NOT ENTITLED TO PAYMENT OF BURIAL EITHER BY THE WAR DEPART. 
MENTOR U. S. EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION COMMISSION AND WHO HAS NO SURVIVING RELATIVES OR 
OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS WHO WILL ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISPOSITION, WILi. BE TURNED OVER 
TO LOCAL MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES. WHERE LOCAL AUTHORITIES WILL NOT ASSUME CUSTODY OF THE 
BODY, THE REASONABLE EXPENSES OF A DECENT BURIAL MAY BE PAID AS AN INCIDENT TO THE WORK UPON 
WHICH THE DECEDENT WAS ENGAGED. (See AR 30-1830.) ~ 

Chart 15. Allowable Burial Expenses for Deceased Civilian Employees. 
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FOR DECEASED CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES 
(3) 

CLOTHING 
Auihoriied-same as for 
military personnel, except 
no issue clothing author-
iied (AR 30--1830). 

S.me ts for A (3) above. 

See C (1) (c). 

See D (l) (c). 

(4) 
FLAG 

Not authorized. 

Not authorized. 

Not •uthoriied. 

Not authorized. 

(5) 
RECOVERY 

Authorized, same as for 
military personnel. (AR 
30-1830). 

Same as for A (5) above. 

• 

Not •uthori~ed. 

Not authorized. 

(6) 
INTERMENT EXPENSES 

Same as for military personnel 
(AR 30-1830). 

Same as for A (6) •bovc. 

Not •uthorized. 

Not authorized. 

(7) 
CREMATION 

Same as for milituy personnel 
(AR 30-1830). 

Same as for A (7) above. 

' See C (1) (b). 

See D (1) (b). 

THIS IS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE U.S. EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION COMMISSION, AND PAYMENT OF BURIAL 
EXPENSES IS COVERED BY REGULATIONS PRESCRIBED BY THA l COMMISSION. In such cases the Commanding Officer of tit• 
installation will advise the nut of kin to contact the U. S. Employees' Compensation Commission, 285 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y., 
for information ai to the procedure to be followed in obtaining payment of any allowable expenses (figure 27). 

I I 

ALL EXPENSES ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE NEXT OF KIN, and the Commanding Officer has no responsibility other than tel 
notify the emergency addressee or next of kin to t•kc ,huge of the remains, and assist the nc•t of kin, a1 icqyjred1 i~ eflectin' nc~CIMry 
disp.osition . 1rrangeme:nts, 

C'hart 15-Continued. 95 
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MESSAGEFORM I ME$AGE~R "°·I TRANSMITTING MEANS I CRYPTOGRAPH OR Cl.£AR TEXT 

c--,~ y 

I TIWISMISSIOIC llCSTRUCTIONS OAIGIKATOR OATE·TIME C.AOUP 

EXEMPT l OPERATING SIGMM.S GRVUP COUNT 

•• 
·-----lll!!!!!l!!!l~!!!l!l!llJ!llll!!l!!ll!!l!l!!l!!!•SPACE ABOVE l'OR. SIGNAL .:ENTER. ONLY-------------
FROM:(~) FERCIJSON co BOLLING FIEIJ) 

ACTION TO: 

WASHING'ION D C 

• U S EMPWYEFS COMPENSATION COJ.IMISSION 
285 MADISON A VENUE 

• NEW YORK NY 

INFORMATION TO: 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

PRECEDENCE FOR 
ACTIOIC I lltfORMA TIO• 

0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REl'l'.RS TO ANOTliER MESSAGE 
IDE>mflCATIOIC I Q.ASSIFlCATIOIC 

REPORTING DEA'rn OF JAMES H WHI'IE CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT ENGINEER AT ABOUT NOO!l 

MARCH 28 AS RESULT OF ARMY AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT AT ANACOSTIA D C S'roP KILIED 

IN lRA VEL STA 'ruS AND IN PERFOIW.ANCE .OF OFFICIAL DUTr S'IDP REQUEST AU'rnORITY 

'ro SHIP REMAINS 'IO HARTFORD CONNECTICUT S'roP INCLUDE COMPLETE INS'IRUCTIONS S'roP 

REPLY BI RETURN WIRE 'ro MAJOR A Jl HOWARD PERSONAL AFFAIRS OFFICER S'IDP END 

COWNEL AC 
COMMANDING 

1------SECURITY CLASSIFICATION --------------AUTHORIZATION---------t 

~GNATUb.~ 
UNCL 

1--------0RIGINATING AGENCY·-------1-----..,=-:~=-=---:---=-::~-=------------t 

I 
0An- T1M• GROu• Of"AOAI.. mu B RICK lst LT AC I SYMIOL 

281JOOZ ADJUTANT PAt;E 

This form supersede. WO AGO Form 11-168, 2S A\lc '4, 
and WD AGO 'fonD 801, II Mu <Ai, wlUdl ue obooloK. 

Of 

Figure 27. T elegram Reporting Death to U. S . Employees' Compensation Commission. 
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SECTION XI 
~~' 

PROCEDURES PECULIAR TO ARMY AIR FORCES 

37. Casualty Reporting 
a. The responsibility for staff superv1s10n 

over all casualty reporting procedure, as it 
affects Army Air Forces personnel, belongs to 
Personal Affairs Officers (AAF Regulation 
20-30). 

b. The medical officer is an invaluable source 
of casualty information. Operations is a pri
mary source for acquiring prompt, complete, 
and accurate casualty information regarding 
personnel involved in aircraft accidents and in 
lost or overdue aircraft. The responsibility of 
Operations (Flying Safety) to make oper
ational reports is not to be confused with the 
personnel-reporting responsibility referred to 
in this manual. Accident information to be fur
nished by Operations or Flying Safety, in com
pliance with AAF Regulation 62-14, is in addi
tion and not in lieu of information required 
herein. 

c. In no instance will materiel or personnel 
failure be mentioned to emergency addressee or 
next of kin until proper clearance has been 
made through Flying Safety, Intelligence and 
Security Officers. 

d. If only part -of the personnel aboard an 
aircraft are found to be dead, the survivors will 
be reported in all casualty reports by name, 
grade and Army serial number. The injured 
or uninjured status of personnel will be indi
cated for the purpose of accounting for all 
persons aboard the-aircraft. It is desirable also 
to notify, in an expeditious manner, the emer
gency addressees of all injured and uninjured 
personnel who might have been involved in the 
accident. Any mention of the condition of in- . 
jured personnel must be cleared with the base 
surgeon. 

e. To insure receipt, all casualty messages 
ransmitted will be numbered consecutively. 

Each supplemental report referring to an in-

dividual case will bear the number of the 
original notification. For example, a telegram 
reporting supplemental information will be 
preceded by "Supplemental to Casualty Report 
No. 6, 11 February 1945." 

f. Notification of fact of death, full name of 
deceased, grade, Army serial number, organi
zation; date, place, and cause of death; and 
·name, address and relationship of emergency 
addressee will be furnished to the following: 

(1) Finance Officer. (Letter should be ad-' 
dressed to Disbursing Officer with distribution 
thereon designated.) 

(2) Post Surgeon. 
(3) Quartermaster. 
( 4) Public Relations. 
(5) .Chaplain. 
(6) Director, Administrative Services. 
(7) Unit Personnel. 
(8) Officers or Enlisted Sub-Section, Per-

sonnel. 
(9) Classification Officer. 
(10) Director, Supply and Services. 
(11) Ordnance Officer. 
(12) Air Corps Supply. 
( 13) Chemical Corps. 
(14) Immediate Commanding Officer. 
(15) Summary Court. 
(16) Officers or NCO Club. 
(17) Billeting Officer. 
(18) Postal Officer. 
(19) Statistical Control. 
(20) Director of Operations. 
(21) Intelligence and Security. 
(22) Ground and/ or Flying Safety. 
(23) Personnel Services. 
(24) American Red Cross. · 
g. For further information on casualty re

porting, see paragraph 4 of this manual and 
figures 28 through 36. 
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PERSONAL AFFAIRS OFFICER'S DEATH CHECK LIST 

Name 

Unit 

Caase ot Deatb 

Lhe of I) 11 t y 

Rme riea c y Addressee l Name I 

Beaetlclary (Name I 

-
Type &lid a amber ot aircraft 

ACTION TO HI TAIKN .. Ob ta i a Terificatioa ot dee.t• 

z. Notify emerreacy addressee 

•• Notify tbe Adj11t1..11t Ge• era 1 

1. Notify CG, A AP, At t •: AFPPS-6 

r;. Notify otbe r required ecbeloaa 

I. Notify Piaaace Officer aad & 11 

otber de11artmeat beads coacera•d 

'· Prepare letter desi11111.tia1 

Summe.ry Coa rt ... d iaTestl111.tlar 

officer II t required) and escort 

11. las tract Military escort 

9. Iasare t ... t WD AGO Form a 0-S 
II as b eea to rwarded 

lo. lasare tb& t QM aad/or coatract 

eadertater & re adTised wbea aad 

wbe re to sblp remaias 

ll· I as~ re t bat emerreacy ad-

dressee aad faaeral bome are 

11otitled of time aad place of 
arriTal ot remaias 

• 2. AdTertise la daily balleth 

aad/or post aewspaper tor moaey 

or property dae or debts payable 

• 3. Prepare letter ot sympatby 

14. coordiaate aad e:1pedite c los -

l•r aad forw&rdiaf ot d·ecedeat's 

records aad per•••• l tlheU 

RB MARIS 

WO AGO FORM R-5509 
30 MAY 19ll7 

Grade ASN Date ot BirU 

Date ot Dea tb Time Place 

LearU of ST Date eatered 

Miscoadact Plyiar Stat•• Qoa litied tor Add 
Pay 

Relatioas•ip Address 

Relatioaabip Address 

Nat• re of accideat 

DATB RBMARIS 

~ 

-

-

' ·-=-

' 

-

Figure 28. War Department AGO Form R-5509, (Personal Affairs Officer's Death Check List). 



MESSAGEFORM I ME$AGE CEMTER "°· I TRANSMlmNG M~s I CRYPTOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

CALLS c--,~ ,~ ... ~.~~ ORIGINATOR I DATE-TIME~ 

y 

AC'l1lll INFORMATION EXEMPT l OPERATING SIGNALS GROUP COUNT .. 
.. ________________ SPACE ABOVE r<>R SIGNAL CENTER ONLY----------------· 

FROM: (Orifi-) 

ACTION TO; 

ECKHART GEORGE FIELD ILLINOIS 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
40'.IH. AAF BU 
NE1I' YORK N Y 

SECURITY CU"•SSIFICATION 

PRECEDENCE FOR 
ACTION I INFORMATIOH 

0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTltER MESSAGE 

INFORMATION TO: 

IDEXT1F1CATIOM I Cl.ASSIFICATIOtl 

CONFIJUIING OUR 'IELCON RE FATAL AND FINAL STA'riJS CAP-T WILLIAll EVANS BLISS 

0570066 YOUR STATION RESULT ARMY AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT '!HIS FIELD 1400 'IHIS 

DA'IE 'IHIS STATION ASSUMING JURISDICTION STOP REMAINS NOW BEING PREPARED AT 

NASH AND SlURN FUNERAL HOME GRAYVILLE ILLINOIS STOP REQUEST YOU NOTIFY 

EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE IMMEDIATELY ALSO FURNISH REQUIRED REPORT TO TAG AND 

CG AAF AND VERIFY BY 'l'llX THIS ACTION COMPLETED STOP FURNISH FOLL01'ING 

INFO DIMEDIA'IELY VIA PRIORITY 'lWX NAME ADDRESS RELATIONSHIP EMERGENCY 

ADDRESSEE DESIRED DISPOSITI9N REMAINS INCLUDING NAME AND ADDRESS OF UNDERTAKER 

AND DESIRED DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL EFFECTS YOUR DESIRE RE.FURNISHING ESCORT 

TOGETHER WITH NAME GRADE ROU'IE AND ETA OF ESCORT IF PROVIDED BY YOUR STA TIOlf 

STOP ALSO FURNISH ALL OTHER AVAILABLE DETAILS REQUIRED FOR SURGEON THIS HQ 

TO COMPLE'm STANDARD CERTIFICA'IE OF DEATH S'l\'.lP -'IHIS HQ lfILL ADVISE EMERCJENC! 

ADDRESSEE UNDERTAKER AND YOUR STATION RE ETA OF REMAINS END SIGNED DELUCIA 

~qt!f4 
COIDNEL AC 
CO'YIWIDING 

-------SECURITY CLASSIFICATION llTHORIZATION---------1 

1-----0RIGINATING AGENCY ,. SIGMTUU '#.h.. ... ,,,.,,,,, , I UNCL 

sv1110L ·I DATE-TIME GROU• omcw. mu H ™LT AC IP~ 
l22030Z ADJUTANT 

Of 

~D,~G~ ::i:: 11-168 Tiu. fona supened.• WD AGO Form ll-168, II Au144, 
- WO AGO F- 801, IZ Mat 43, wbleb - .,-.-. 

l .......... a-l ~ • • a, ........ IJIT Nl•TIH trnCC 

Figure 29. Teletype to Home Station When Deceased is Absent or Detached. 
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38. Missing Personnel Within the United States 
The information in this paragraph will apply 
to persons missing on an aircraft flight from 
a station within the United States to a destina
tion within or without the limits of the States 
of the United States. 

a. PROCEDURES AT STATION OF :JEPARTURE. 

Upon determination that any person subject to 
military law is missing while on an aircraft 
flight, the personal affairs officer of the station 
of depa·rture will assist the commanding officer 
as follows: 

(1) Report to the home station of each in
dividual in the overdue aircraft by telephone or 
most expeditious means of communication, re
questing the home station to notify emergency 
addressees. Keep these home stations advised 
daily by telegraph, teletype, or radio of the 
progress of the search, or as often as new 
developments occur. (See fig. 30.) 

(2) Notify by "multiple address message" 
The Adjutant General and Commanding Gen
eral, Army Air Forces (fig. 31) giving perti
nent information as follows: 

(a) Full names of crew members and pass
engers. 

(b) Grades and Army serial numbers. 
( c) Unit, organization, and home station of 

the persons missing. 
(d) Date and hour from which missing. 
( e) Place, time of departure, and intended 

destination. 
(f) Flying pay status. 
(g) Brief report of circumstances. 
(h) A statement that the home station has 

been notified and requested to notify emergency 
, addressees of each occupant of the missing 
aircraft. 

(3) In the event responsibility for the search 
of a missing aircraft is transferred to a station 
other than the station of departure, notify by 
teletype the ,Commanding General, Army Air 
Forces, and The Adjutant General of such 
transfer. (See fig. 32.) 

b. PROCEDURES AT STATION CONDUCTING 

SEARCH. (1) When search is being conducted, 
the personal affairs officer will assist the com
manding officer of the station conducting the 
search in keeping the home stations of missing 
personnel advised (by teletype, telephone, or. 
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radio) of the progress of the search daily, or 
as often as new developments occur. 

(2) When organized search has been com
pleted, a report will be made by teletype to the 
Commanding General, Army Air Forces, The 
Adjutant General, and the home station of each 
occupant of the missing aircraft, stating 
whether the missing personnel are to be con
tinued in a missing status or reported as dead, 
and in addition, giving a detailed report of 
attending circumstances and extent of search. 
Statem ents such as "believed to be dead" or 
"may be dead" will not be reported. (See fig. 
33.) 

(3) TVhen status is changed from "missing" 
to "dead." The commanding officer of the sta
tion conducting the search has the right and 
duty to change the status from "missing" to 
"dead" when there is reasonably conclusive 
evidence of death or where there are circum
stances which lead to no other logical con
clusion. 

( 4) When the aircraft casualties or su,r
vivors are subsequently located, the agencies 
mentioned in b (2) above will be so notified by 
the most expeditious means available. 

c. PROCEDURES AT HOME STATION. (1) When 
personnel are classified "missing," the personal 
affairs officer will assist the commanding officer 
as follows: 

(a) Expedite notification of emergency ad
dressees of missing persons including informa
tion that further details will be furnished as 
they become available. (See fig. 34.) 

( b) Follow up these messages as further 
information becomes available. Emergency ad
dressees will be informed each day, if possible, 
or as often as new developments occur, as to 
the progress of the search. 

( c) Prepare Air Crew Casualty Report in 
quadruplicate. (See par. 39.) 

(2) When organized search has been com
pleted. (a) Notify the emergency addressees 
that organized search has been completed, out
lining steps taken to locate the "missing air
craft," and state that future reports will be 
investigated. (See fig. 35.) 

(b) Notify The Adjutant General and Com
manding General, Army Air Forces, that search 
has been completed, including in this notifi-

WO AGO 
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MESSAGEFORM 1 •~E~m No., TRANSMITTING •EANJ 1 CRYPTOGRAPH OR CUAR TEXT 

CALLS c--,~ ,~~,~~ OltfSIJllATOR I DATE-TIME G,ROUP 

v 

ACID! INFORMATION EXEMPT I OPDtATING SIGNALS GROUP COUNT 

II 

.. --------------·SPA.CE A.BOVB ,OR SIGNAL (:BNTBR'ONLT 
1 

FROM : (Orifi-> 

ACTION TO: 

ARNOLD SCOTT F!ELD ILLINOIS 

COW.ANDING OFFICER 
BOWMAN FIELD 
LOUISVILLE KENTUCKY 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

UNCL 
PRECEDENCE FOR 

ACTIOH I IKFORMATION 

ROUTINE 
0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOlliER MESSAGE 

INFORMATION TO: 

IDOmFICATIOH I CLASSIFICATIOH • 

• A-20 #45-2425 IS MISSING SINCE DEPAR'IURE FROU SCOTT FIELD ILLINOIS AT 1205 CST 

ll FEBRUARY 1945 EN ROUTE MEMPHIS TENNESSEE ETA MEMPHIS 'MUNICIPAL AmPORT 1355 PD 

NO RADIO CONTACT SINCE DEPAR'IURE PD PERSONNEL ABOAltD CLN lST LT ALEXANDER PETER 

JONES 0570048 PILOT SMCLN 2ND LT WILLIAM C YOUNG 01004843 NAVIGA'IDR SMCLN STAFF 

SERGEANT ALVIN GUSTAV STEIN 16749555 AERIAL ENGINEER PD AIRCRAFT HAD NINE HOURS 

FUEL PD ORGANIZED SEARCH HAS BEEN INSTIGATED PD REPORTS OF PROGRESS WILL BE MADE PD 

REQUEST EMERGENCY ADDRESSEES OF CREW BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIA '!ELY END 

~~~d/ 
COLONEL AC 
COWAN DING 

llTHORIZATION I .,~~;-;•co~~ ·-- ~ ~~ 
1--------0RIGINATING AGENCY I DATE-TIME GROUP OFFlCAL TITLE E S'IRADI.EY LT AC I PA"E SYMBOi.. 

~D1~6~f~~~ 11-168 

l208JOZ ADJUTANT 
This form supersedes WO AGO Form 11-168, 2S Au1 «, 
and WD AGO Form 801, 12 Mar 4.3. which ue obeolete. 

' 

OF 

lf-46801-1 'A' •· J. 90l'llHll•T ,lllUI•~ Of'r!CC 

Figure 30. Telegram front station of departure to home station within the states. 
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MESSAGEFORM MESSAGE CENTER NO. I TRA11!;111mNG MEAllS I CRYPTOGRAl'll OR Cl.EAR TEXT 

TIWISIUSSIOlllllSTJIUCTIOllS OltlSlllATOR DATE-TIME -

y 

NR 
EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGKALS GROUP COUltt 

II .. _____________ BPAQ ABOV• '°B SIGNAL CBNTBRONLY _____________ .. 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ARROLD SCO'IT FIELD ILLINOIS 
ACTION TO' 

PRECEDENCE FOR 
ACTIOll I INFORllATION • TAG WASH D C 

CG AAF WASH D C A T'IN AFPPA-8 
• 00 A 'IC WASH D C A T'lW PAD 0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTJ'iR MESSAGE 

INFORMATION TO : 

IDEJITIFICATION I Q.ASSIFICATICll 

A-20 #45-2425 IS MISSING SINCE DEPAR'IURE FROM SCO'IT FIELD ILLINOIS AT 1205 

CST 11 FEBRUARY 1945 EN ROU'l'E MEMPHIS TENNESSEE ETA ME!WHIS llUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

1355 STOP NO RADIO CONTACT WITH AIRCRAFT SINCE DEPAR'IURE STOP AIRCRAFT HAD 

NINE HOURS FUEL STOP HOME S'IUION REQUES1ED 'IO NOTIFY EMERGENCY ADmESSEES 

S'IOP ALL PERSONNEL MEMBERS 554'1H AAF BASE UNIT SEC B FLT 3 FOLLOW CUI 

PILOT FIRsT LIEU'IENANT ALEXANDER PETER JONES 05'70048 NAVIGATOR SECOND 

LIEU'IENANT WILLIAM' C YOUNG 01004843 AERIAL ENGINEER STAFF SERGEANT ALVIN 

GUSTAV S'IEIH 16749555 SIGNED LITTIE 

~~ 
RUSSELL .ARBOU> 
COU>NEL AC 
COJOIAHDDfG 

------SECURITY CLASSIFICATION -----...-_-T_URl _____ .,..IUTHORIZATION---------1 

1-------0RIGl:~~G AGENCY------· ~ ~ P~ ~ i 
SYMIOL I ;;;;;' ornaAL mu !n~n:~LEY lat LT Ad 

Tblo lo"" oupenodes WD AGO Fo"" 11-161, 11 Aue '4. 
...S WD AGO Fo..... 801, 11 Mar 43, wlUda - - , 

IP~E 

Figv..re 91. Telegram to the Adjutant General and Commanding General, 
, Army Air Forces, reporting missing aircraft. 
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MESSAGEFORM I ME$\GE CEXTER NO. I TRMSMlmNG llEAtlS I CRYl'TOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

CAl:LS 

1:··1~ 1-·~ucn.s 
ORIGINATOR I DATE-TIME C9ROUP 

y 

ACllON lllRJRllATIOll EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGNALS GROUP COUMT .. 
................... BPACll ABOY.S l'OB SIGNAi. ClniTBB ONLT 

1 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION FROM:(~) 

ACTION TO: 

ARMOLD CO SCOTT FIELD ILLINOIS 

• CG AJ.F WASH D C A Tl'H AFPPA-8 
TAG WASH D C 

INFORMATloN TO: 

UHCL 
PRECEDENCE FOR 

ACTION I I NFORllA TIOll 

ROUTINE 
0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOT!lER MESSAGE 
IDfX11f1CATIOM I a.ASSIFlCATIOle 

A-20 #45-2425 MISSING SINCE DEPAR'ruRE FROM SCOTT FIELD AT 1205 CST 11 FEB 45 EN 

"ROUTE ·J.IEMPHIS TENN ETA Y.EMPHIS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 1355 PD RESPONSIBILITY FOR FURlHER 

ORGANIZED SEARCH TRANSFERRED AT 1200 ~IS DA TE 'lU DYERSBURG ARMY AIR BASE D!ERSBURG 

TENN PD CO DYERSBURG AAB NOTIFIED AND REQUESTED 'lU JI.AKE .ALL FURTHER REPORTS END 

(~~ 
RUSSELL ARNOW 
COLONEL AC 
COWAHDIHG 

I SECURITY CLASSIFICATION UTHORIZATION 

' UNCL SICMTUK ~ ~~ 
t--------ORIGINATING AGENCY-------1----------------+---

I DATE-TIME $ROUP !'f"lOAL TITL[ E s '!RADLEY lSTLTAC I PAGE 

l22030Z ADJUTANT 

SYM'""-
OF 

~D,~G." :m 11-168 Tblo ro ............... WD AGO Fona 11-118, 28 Aue '4. 
....S WD AGO F- IOl, lZ Mar '3, wllieh ue ..-_ 

1.-....l-l -tr' •· S. 90'l'Ua ... t ... laflff Wfle& 

Figure 32. Telegram reporting trans/ er of responsibility for search. 
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CRYl'TOGRAl'H OR CLEAR TEXT 

y 

ACT1CH JHf'OftMATlOtl EXEMl'T I OPERATINIO SIGNALS GROUP COUNT .. 
ti-------------BPACll ABOVll ,OR SIGNAL CllNTllR ONLY ____________ _ 

FROM:(~-) 

ACTIOll TO: 

SII.MAN DAAB DYERSBURG TENN 

CO lD'iJMAN FIEID, LOUISVILLE KY ATrN PAO 
CG AAF WASH D C ATrN AFPPA-8 
TAG WASH DC 

INFORMATION TO: 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

UNCL 
PRECEDENCE FOR 

ACTION I INFORMATK>M 

ROUTINE 
0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTHER MESSAGE 
IDOITIFICATIOll I Cl.ASSIFICATIOH 

SEARCH HAS BEEN COMPLE'IED FOR A-20 #45-2425 KISSING EN ROUTE SCOTT FIELD ILLINOIS 

TO llFllPHIS 1ENN SINCE 1205 CST 11 FEB 45 PD CREW CIR FIRST LT ALEXANDER PE'IER JqNES 

05700M! PIIDT SMCUf SECOND LT WILLIAM C YOONG 01004843 NAVIGATOR SKCLH S'mFF 

SERGEANT ALVIN GUSTAV S'IEIH 16749555 AERIAL ENGINEER SMCLH ALL ARE TO BE a>NTINUED 

IN A KISSING STA 'lUS PD PAREN OR--ALL ARE DEAD PD SEARCH OF 'mE AREA BE'IWEEN 

SCOTT FIE!Jl AND )[E)[PH!S DISCLOSED BI'lS OF WRECKAGE OF AN AIRCRAFT NEAR JACKSON 

KISSOURI !If 11ISSISSIPPI RIVER SUFFICIENT 'ro POOITIVELY IDENTIFY tT AND TO F.sTABLISH 

'IHA T '!HE AIRCRAFT CRASHED INTO THE RIVER IN SUCH A MANNER AS ro PRECUJDE nm 

SURVIVAL OF CREW PAREN END 

\ 

-----SECURITY CLASSIFICATION -----.,-
5
-
1
G-NA-TUR-E ----AUTHORIZATION--------1 

UNCL 17 ./} 

------ORIGINATING AGENCY·------1-:::;::::::;:;--':: ',/' .. :::17-:_J 4/11M.::-:::-"LA=i v-"=:-:-:=::~-=-:-=-----..,..----1 
SYMBOL - I o:;~~;uP omc1AL TITLE !'n~~~~ lS T LT AC I PA'"E ~ 

This Corm supersedes WD AGO Form 11-168, 23 Aue +I, 
and WD AGO Form 801, 12 Mar 43, which ue obeolet.e. 
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Figure 33. Telegram 1·eporting search completed. 
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cation the information substantially as called 
for in paragraph 38a (2). 

( c) If the missing personnel are to be con
tinued in a missing status, records will be 
forwarded in accordance with AR 345-125, 
AR 345-400 aRd TM 12-230. 

(d) When such personnel are to be continued 
in a missing status, arrange with local disburs
ing officer for the payment of pay and allow
ances that may be authorized to the dependents 
of such personnel. 

( e) Notify the department heads that will 
be involved in administrative matters of the 
"missing" status of personnel. 

(f) Check with summary court officer to 
assure the prompt collection and safekeeping 
of the personal effects of the missing personnel. 

(g) If notified that the casualties, or sur
vivors, are subsequently located, inform the 
emergency addressees, local disbursing officer, 
and other interested department heads of such 
fact, giving full identifying information. 

(h) Upon receipt of a determination of death 
of missing personnel outside the States while 
on a temporary duty mission, the personal 
affairs officer will proceed, so far as is prac
ticable, as though death had occurred within 
the United States. (See section 4 of this 
manual.) · 

(3) When personnel are reported dead. 
When the commanding officer of the station of 
departure or the station conducting the search, 
whichever is responsible, reports that personnel 
are dead, casualty reports will be submitted 
as in section 2 of this manual. 

39. Air Crew Casualty Reports 
a. In addition to submitting necessary re

ports in accordance with AAF Regulation 62-
14, the personal affairs officer of the home 
station of personnel reported "missing" or 
"dead" will prepare the Air Crew Casualty 
Report in quadruplicate. (See fig. 36.) 

b. Within forty-eight hours after the aircraft 
is officially reported missing or involved in 
accident resulting in death, the original of the 
report will be forwarded (by air mail) to the 
Commanding General, Army Air Forces, 

AFPPA-8, Washington, D. C. One copy will 
be sent to The Adjutant General and one 
through command channels to the Commanding 
General, Army Air Forces. The fourth copy 
will be kept in the files of the reporting organi
zation. These reports will in all cases be classi
fied RESTRICTED. 

c. Operations is a source for acquiring cas
ualty information regarding personnel on lost 
and overdue aircraft and on aircraft involved 
in accidents. The information received by 
Operations will be furnished the personal 
affairs officer as expeditiously as possible. It is 
of extreme importance that complete support
ing statements of eyewitnesses and photo
graphs, if available, accompany the original 
report. The names of all personnel aboard the 
aircraft will be listed on the report, irrespective 
of the number reported missing or dead, in 
order that Headquarters, Army Air Forces, 
may furnish such a list to nearest relatives 
when such time elapses that the information 
can safely be released. Information will also be 
furnished if certain of the crew members return 
to duty prior to transmittal of the report. 

d. Particular attention is directed to the 
necessity for completing parts of the report 
which serve to indicate the location of the air
craft when last seen or heard from, and mark
ings and serial numbers of equipment which 
will enable identification should wreckage be 
found. It is of extreme. importance that all 
known information, even though not required 
on the form, should be attached to the original 
report or forwarded as soon as it becomes avail
able. Information concerning nature and ex
tent of damage to plane when last seen, the 
presep.ce of fire, and approximate altitude 
should also be included when available. If the 
aircraft was seen to crash in water (ditched), 
supporting statements should indicate the dis
tance from the nearest land. 

e. If part of a missing crew returns during 
the 48-hour waiting period, the Air Crew Cas
ualty Report will be held until such time as 
the casualty status of each crew member is 
established. The length of delay thus necessi
tated in submission of this report shoul,d never 
exceed one week. 
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MESSAGEFORM ME$AGECEnlER No. I TRANSMITTING MEANS 1 
CRYPTOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

c--,~ ,~·~·~~ y 

ORIGINATOR DATE·TIME c;A~ 

INFURMATIOll EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGNALS GRVUP COUNT 
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MRS MARY ELLEN STEIN 
1410 PRESTON AVENUE 
MADISON WISCONSIN 

INFORMATION TO: 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

UNCL 

PRECEDENCE FOR . 
ACT!Olt I INFORMATION 

ROUTINE 
0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTHER MESSAGE 
IDEJ<TIFICATIOH I Cl.ASSIFICATIOH 

YOUR SON STAFF SERGEANT ALVIN G S'IBIN 16749555 IS REPORTED ABOARD AN ARMY AIRCRAFT 

MISSING SINCE LAST EVENING IN FLIGHT FROM SCOTT FIELD ILLlliOIS TO MEMPHIS TENNESSEE 

STOP AN ORGANIZED SEARCH HAS BEEN INSTIGATED STOP FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE FURNISHED 

AS '!HEY BECOME AVAILABLE END 

~ ~~ 
ROBERT L RAWLINSON 
COL9NEL 
COMMANDING OFF'ICER 

1------SECURITY CLASSIFICATION --------------AUTHORIZATION------....;...--1 
SIGMATUR£ 

1-------0RIGIN:T~~~ AGENCY-------1 f! ~ .! ~ 
omc1AL T•~E JOHN J&is CAPT AC SYMBOL DATE- TIME GROUP 

1218002 
Thia form supersedes WO AQO Form 11 - 168, 23 Aus«. 
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Figwre 34. 'Telegram to emergency addressee reporting missing status. 
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MESSAGE CENTER NO. TRANSMITTING MEANS CRYPTOGRAPH OR CLEAR TEXT 

CAU.S 
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I TllAN9flll9SIOll IMSTRUCTIOllS OlllGINATOR I DATE0TIME -

v 

EXEMPT I OPERATING SIGMALS .ACID! IM'OllMATIOll GROUP COUNT 

•• .. ______ ll![lll!!!!l!!l!!!l~~lllllll~-1111 SPACE ABOVE IOB BIGNAL CENTER ONLY _______________ ... 

FROM: (Ori,;-) RAWLINSON COMMANDING OFFICER I SECURITY CLASSIFICATION . 

ACTION TO: 

• MRS MARY ELIEN S'IEIN 
1410 PRES 'ION S 'lREE T 

• MADISON WISCONSIN 

INFORMATION TO : 

UNCL 
PRECEDENCE FOR . 

ACTION I INFORMATION 

ROUTINE 
0 ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

REFERS TO ANOTllER MESSAGE 
IDENTIFICATION I Cl-'SSIFICATION 

SINCERELY REGRET 'IO ADVISE THAT ORGANIZED SEARCH FOR YOUR SON STAFF SERGEANT ALVIN 

c STEIN HAS BEEN COMPLETED srop AREA COVERED ROUGHLY AT STRIP ABOUT 800 MILES IN 

WIDTH BETlfEEN SCOTT FIELD AND MEMPHIS sroP CML AIR PATROL FROM FIVE STATES AND 

AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT FROM NINE ARMY AIR BASES ASSIS 'raD IN THE INTENSIVE SEARCH FOR 

MORE THAN FIVE DAYS srop OFFICIAL STATUS OF YOUR SON CONTINUES ro BE MISSING srop 

ANY FU'IURE REPORTS WILL BE INVESTIGA~ S'IOP ENTIRE COMMAND EXPRESSES DEEP 

SYMP A '!KI !.HD 

~.wX~ 
ROBERT L RAWLINSON 
COLONEL 
COMMANDING OFFICER 

1-------SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AllTHORIZATION----------t ·•-TUii& 
UNCL 

1-S't_M_IOL-------ORIGINATING AGENCY I DATE-TIME GROUP I omaAL TITLE /)t --- __ :.=f!i/ - . I 

:-;o.~610 :~~ 11-168 

182100Z 
Tb.iaforn1.eupenedes WD AGO Form 11-168. 2S Aus -M. 
and WO AGO Form 801, 12 Mar 43, whicb aN obaolote. 

PA<;E OF 

1..-......01-1 1f •· •· 90\'IHll .. T NlllTIH wtlCI 

Figure 35. Telegram to emergency addressee reporting search completed. 
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f. Any additional information which becomes 
available subsequent to the submission of the 
original report will be forwarded in the same 
manner as prescribed in b above. It will not 
be necessary to use the Air Crew Casualty 
Report form for reporting supplemental in
formation. The letter transmitting the addi
tional data should, however, refer to the iden
tification of the organization, aircraft, and 
pilot involved, in order that reference can be 
made to the files for the particular case. 

g. It is suggested that rough sketches (or 
overlays) be made of the area involved, and 
that they be inclosed in lieu of bulky maps 
frequently utilized. 
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40. Persons Who May Return to Military 
Control From a Missing or ·other Absent 
Status 

It is incumbent upon all personal affairs officers 
to make an immediate report through proper 
channels to the installation commander, and to 
send a copy, via air mail, to Commanding 
General, Army Air Forces, AFPP A-8, Wash
ington 25, D. C., of all persons, whether of 
their own station or otherwise, who return to 
military control from a missing or other absent 
status. Personal affairs officers will similarly 
report any other evidence of or pertaining to 
status of casualties, such as discovery of bodies 
or effects. 

I KPO R 

i z at i 
1. Lo 

5. De 

9. Ta 

It. 
Day 

·Loe at i 

St at e I 

I 2. 

I· 

A i r c'r 

F. Q g i. 

Prooe 

Ca IT'e < 

I 3 • 

Crew 

I 5. : 

I 6 • 

. S ta r: I 
l is t ! 

Crew p i 

I 7. Id 

a• 

WO AGO f 
30 "4AY I 



Military 
Absent 

officers 
proper 

, and to 
p:ianding 
~. Wash
Fther of 
~turn to 
r absent 

similarly 
ining to 

of bodies 

AIR CREW CASUALTY REPORT 
, I REPORTS CONTROL SYHBO~ 

AFW-AP-TI 

IHPORTA NT: Th is report .. i 11 be cumpiled i. triplicate by each Army Air Forces organ-

izatioa With i D 48 hours ot the time ao aircraft is otticially reported missing . 

1. Location ot organization 2. Command or air fore e 3, Group •• Squad roo 

5. Detachment 16. Place ot departure 7. Course 18. Type ot tn i SS i OD 

I 
9 . Tar~et or intended destination IO. Indicate weather co nditions and visibility at . 

ti me ot c ra s b or when last reported 

/ 

It. LAST KNOWN WHEREABOUTS OF HISSING AIRCPAFT 

Day I H "n th I Ye a r I Time Spec i ty whether aircraft was : 

c:::J Las t sigh ted c:::J Seen t 0 c ra s b 
·Location 

c:::J Last contacted by radioC:J Forced d OW D 

I c:::J la format ion • 0 t available 

State reason .. h y aircraft was l OS t, or is believed to b ave been 1 0 s t 

~ 

I 2. DF.SCRIPTION OF AIR CR AFT 

Items ' Type Hod e 1 and Se ries t~er> ,,\~~r __ I 

Aircraft ' 

F.ngines 

Propellers I -
Cameras I . 

I 3. Number of persons aboard I 4. Installed Weapons 

Crew I Pass en ge rs iTotal Hake I Type Serial number 

I 
-

1 5. Nickname o t aircraft (It any I 
-

1 6. CREW LI ST 

.S ta rt i o g with pilot, furnish positions: It more than 11 pe rsoos were aboard ai rcr aft, 

1 is t similar particulars OD separate sheet and attach original to th i. form 

Cre w position Name l Last name first I Grade Se rial number Current Status 

----'--

' 

l 7. Identity below ~ h OS e 

and ch e c I< appropriate 

Name in fU 11 

l Last name first I 

WD AG_O FORMR-5510 
30 l-IAY 19117 

persons .. b 0 

column to 

Gra de 

i 
! 
I 
I 

I ~ _L 
i _________ __:__ 

---

are believed to ba v e last know.ledge ot aircraft, 

indicate basis tor same 

serial Contacted Last Saw Saw forced 

Number by radio Si11hted Crash Landing 

---r--
I I 

-~ 

(1) Front 
Figure 36. War Departrnent AGO Form R-5510, (Air Crew Casualty Report). 109 
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18. If persoas are ll•lieTed to b&Te ••rTiTed, c•ec"lt o•e or tbe followi•g statemeats 
C=:J Paracbetes were ased c::::::J Persoas were. 11eea . walltiag away from sceae of crasb 

C=:J A•Y otber reasoa ISpecifyl 

tt. Descriptio• aad esteat of searc• 

20. Remarks 

Attacb aerial pbotograpb, map, cbart, or sltetcb sbowiag approximate locatioa where 
aircraft was last seea or beard 
Attach eyewitness descril)tioa of crash, forced laad. ia.r, or other circamsta.aces per

taiaiag to missing aircraft 

OFFICER IN CHARGE OF SRARCH llf &ayl 
~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~-~~~~---.,! 

Army Serial ' Namberl Grade Name 

Date of report Sieaatare of persoaal affairs officer 

(2) Back. 
Figure 36--<Jontinued. 
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APPENDIX I 

NATIONAL CEMETERIES 

IN WHICH SPACE FOR INTERMENTS IS AVAILABLE 

State or Territory 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA 

ARKANSAS 

CALIFORNIA 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

FLORIDA 

GEORGIA 

ILLINOIS 

INDIANA 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

KENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA 

MARYLAND 

•• nNNESOTA 

Name of Cem etery 

Mobile 

Sitka 

Fayetteville 
Fort Smith 

Little Rock 

Golden Gate 

Soldiers' Home 

Barrancas 
St. Augustine 

Andersonville 
Marietta 

Camp Butler 
]\found City 
Quincy 
Rock Island 

New Albany 

Keokuk 

Ft. Leavenworth 
Ft. Scott 

Camp N eJ.son 
Danville 
Lebanon 
Mill Springs 
Zachary Taylor 

Alexandria 
Baton Rouge 
Port Hudson 

Annapoli s 
Antietam* 
Baltimore 

Fort Snelling 

A ddress 

Mobile, Alabama 

Sitka, Alaska 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
Garland Avenue and S 6th St., 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

San Bruno, California 

Soldiers' Home, D. C. 

Fort Barrancas, Florida 
St. Augustine, Florida 

Andersonville, Georgia 
Marietta, Georgia 

RFD No. 1, Springfield, Ill. 
Mound City, Illinois 
Quincy, Illinois 
Rock Island, Illinois 

Jay St. & Elkin Avenue 
New Albany, Indimia 

18th and Carroll St., 
Keokuk, Iowa 

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 
Ft. Scott, Kansas 

Star Rte, Nicholasville, Kentucky 
N. 1st St., Danville, Kentucky 
Lebanon, Kentucky 
West Somerset, Kentucky 
RFD No. 6, Box 24, Louisville, Kentucky 

Pineville, Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
RFD No. 1, Zachary, Louisiana 

800 West Street, Annapolis, Maryland 
Sharpsburg, Maryland 
5501 Frederick Avenue, 

Baltimore, Mar yland 

Fort Snelling, Mi=e_=,..,. 



State or Territory 

MISSISSIPPI 

MISSOURI 

MONTANA 

NEBRASKA 

NEW JERSEY 

NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 

OKLAHOMA 

PENNSYLVANIA 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

TENNESSEE 

TEXAS 

VIRGINIA 

Name of Cemetery 

Corinth 
Natchez 

Jefferson Barracks 
Jefferson City 

Springfield 

Custer Battle Field* 

:F;ort McPherson 

Beverly 

Sante Fe 

Long Island 
Woodlawn 

New Bern 
Raleigh 

Salisbury 
Wilmington 

Fort Gibson 

Gettysburg* 

Beaufort 
Florence 

Knoxville 
Memphis 
Nashville 
Chattanooga 
Fort Donelson* 

Fort Bliss 
Fort Sam Houston 

Alexandria 
Arlington 
City Point 
Cold Harbor 
Culpepper 
Danville 
Fort Harrison 
Glendale 
Hampton 
Richmond 
Seven Pines 
Staunton 
Winchester 

Address 

Corinth, Mississippi 
Natchez, Mississippi 

J e:fferson Barracks, Missouri 
1042 E. McCarty Street, 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
Springfield, Missouri 

Crow Agency, Montana 

Maxwell, Nebraska 

Beverly, New Jersey 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Farmingdale, New York 
929 Davis Street, Elmira, New York 

New Bern, North Carolina 
E. Davis & S. Pottigrew Streets, 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
Salisbury, North Carolina 
201 Market Street, Wilmington, 

North Carolina 

Fort Gibson, Oklahoma 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

Beaufort, South Carolina 
Florence, South Carolina 

Tyson Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Madison, Tennessee 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Dover, Tennessee 

Fort Bliss, Texas 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas 

Alexandria, Virginia 
Fort Myer, Virginia 
Hopewell, Virginia 
Box 334, R No. 1, Richmond, Virginia 
Culpepper, Virginia 
721 Lee St., Danville, Virginia 
Varina Road, Richmond, Virginia 
RFD No. 5, Richmond, Virginia 
Hampton, Virginia 
Station B, Carrier, Richmond, Virginia 
RFD No. 3, Richmond, Virginia 
Staunton, Virginia 
Winchester, Virginia 

• 

*These cemeteries are under the Interior Department but space for burials is available and interments therein are authorized by The 
Quartermaster General in the same manner as interments in the national cemeterie.:i under the War Department. 
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APPENDIX II 

REFERENCES 

AAF Regulation 20-30 -Organization Personal Affairs Division 

AAF Regulation 62-14 -Investigating and Reporting of Aircraft Accidents _Emergency Procedures for 

Accidents and Overdue Aircraft 

Army Regulation 30-1820-Preparation and Disposition of Remains 

Army Regulation 30-1830-Burial Expenses 

Army Regulation 35-2480-Settlement of Accounts of Enlisted Personnel Upon Separation from Service 

Army Regulation 35-5560-Procedures for Use of WD AGO Form 30-S 

Army Regulation 40-410 -Army Institute of Pathology 

Army Regulation 40-590 -Administration of Hospitals; General Provisions 

Army Regulation 40-1025-Records and Reports of Sick and Wounded 

Army Regulation 40-1080-Current Statistical Health Reports, Tables, and Charts 

Army Regulation 55-155 -Transportation of Public Property (Except Animals) and Remains 

Army Regulation 60-5 -Chaplains 

Army Regulation 95-120 -Aircraft Accidents 

Army Regulation 260-10 -Flags, Colors, Standards, Guidons, Streamers, Silver Bands, Tabards and Automobile 
Plates; Description and Use 

Army Regulation 345-155 -Preparation of Army Pay Rolls 

Army Regulation 345-475 -Final Payment Voucher 

Army Regulation 380-5 -Safeguarding Military Information 

Army Regulation 600-30 -Honors To Persons 

Army Regulation 600-550 -Deceased 

Technical Manual 14-700 -War Department Fiscal Code 

Technical Manual 14-904 -Accounting for Lost, Damaged, and Destroyed Property 
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